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WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student news magazine of 
Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May -- usually in the last half 
of the month 


ON distribution days, What's Bruin? will be set out in marked 
blue tubs in the commons 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE! 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO TAKE 
ONE EACH MONTH AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers who wish to 
publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR or black/white -- 
20-30% DISCOUNTS are also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 weekdays 
between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or by visiting Room D111 
during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High School Press 
Association (IHSPA), National Scholastic Press Association 
(NSPA) and Quill and Scroll Society 


New Northrop quarterback senior Chuck Dowdell practices for an 
upcoming game after an injury pulled him from playing against Snider 
and Dwenger. The team currently holds an overall record of 2-3. 
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Thirteen new faculty members 
welcomed to Northrop 


Rising gas prices putting a hole in 
your wallet? Bruins speak out on how it affects 
them . 


Fall sports outlook: The coaches, 
top players, and what to look for 


ESPN Hollywood: How one 
sports show is crossing the line 


New opinion columnists, juniors 
Zach Norris and Nick Stieber, debut 


“Being the Bader, and having 
SWiclavelaremrerek UO tO you.” 


-senior Chuck Dowdell, on the 
best thing about being Northrop’s 
quarterback 
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Jeff Amstutz 


industrial technology 


Industrial technology teacher 
Jeff Amstutz is back after 
teaching at Snider. 

“T have skills in industrial 
processing through (lots of) 
contracting experience,” he said. 

Amstutz specifically likes 
electrical contracting, and 
outside the classroom some 
hunting and fishing. He also 
flies radio-controlled airplanes. 


Pam Baker 
Spanish 


The foreign language 
department received two new 
faces this year. One Spanish 
teacher Pam Baker. 

“The staff is helpful and there 
are great students,” said Baker, 
who also is able to speak the 
harder Castillian Spanish dialect. 

Baker said she and her 
husband travel to Spain every 
year. She also has two children. 


a 


Brandon Basham 
math 


“I’m young and just getting 
started,” said new math teacher 
Brandon Basham. 

Some students may have 
seen him last year as a student 
teacher for Eric Erdman. 

“T like the staff’s willingness 
to help new teachers,” said 
Basham, about the best part of 
Northrop. 

He also is an assistant 
baseball coach for Northrop. 


Ce 


Janet Braun 
science 


Before leaving Northrop three 
years ago, Janet Braun taught 
physics. Now back, she’s become 
a chemistry teacher. 

“Tl worked at a school in 
Indy,” said Braun, of her other 
teaching experiences. “I also 
taught at Garrett for three years, 
Luers for one, then here for 
eight. I just needed a three-year 
break, but now I ‘m back.” 


Meet 


the 


teacher 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 
SARAH LEAVELL 
TELYSHA RICHARDSON 
KATELYN STAYTON 


Carolyn Hopper 
English 


Carolyn Hopper has two 
brothers and one sister. One of 
her brothers lives in New York 
and design clothes for the well- 
known Anne Taylor line. 

Hopper, who teaches 
sophomore and senior English, 
said she used to have a muscle 
disorder until she was 20. 

“T also like photography,” she 
said. 


Kris Kallmeyer 
German 


Horseback-riding, guitar 
playing, and teaching German 
are some of what returning 
teacher Kris Kallmeyer loves to 
do. 

“The best part about 
Northrop is probably the 
students,” he said. 

Kallmeyer also likes to spend 
time with his 10-month-old 
daughter and his wife. 
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Northrop welcomes 
12 new and 
returning teachers, 
one new nurse 


Karen Kimmell 
English 


Last year, Karen Kimmel 
taught German for Kris 
Kallmeyer while he was gone. 
But now she’s back to teach 
freshmen English. 

“T truly enjoy the staff and 
students. It’s the best school I’ve 
been in,” said Kimmell. 

Kimmell said she also enjoys 
long-distance, open-water 
swimming, mainly in Michigan. 


Marianne Klaffke 
math 


The math department took 
on another new teacher with 
Marianne Klaffke. She said she 
likes it here because the staff is 
helpful, humble and interesting. 

Klaffke previously taught at 
Dwenger, Luers and South Side. 

She lived in Germany in the 
past, and also does water ballet. 

Klaffke is married and has 
four children. 


Jonathan Miller 
social studies 


He’s been woodworking 
since he was 10, and also spent 
10 years working in a lumber 
yard. He’s Jonathan Miller, new 
history teacher at Northrop. 

“My sense of humor and 
ability to connect with students,” 
is what he said sets him apart. 

Miller also is married, and is 
in the process of adopting a child 
from China. 
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Carmen Moore 
MOSS 


Northrop has a new nurse: 
Carmen Moore. Although she’s 
a full-time Parkview Hospital 
employee, she still carries out 
part-time work at Northrop. 

“T have been nursing for 21 
years at Parkview,” said Moore. 

Taking care of kids is 
something she said she enjoys 
doing, especially since she has 
three daughters. 


Kathleen Roussel 
special education 


Snowboarding and wake- 
boarding in the winter and sum- 
mer months, and now teaching 
special education in between. 
Meet Kathleen Roussel. 

Roussel taught at Shawnee 
for two years, Luers and in Hun- 
tington for half a year. 

“The teachers at Northrop 
are very welcoming and the 
students are great,” said Roussel. 


Mike Ruiz 
Spanish 


New Spanish teacher Mike 
Ruiz taught in Detroit, Michigan, 
for four years, then at Snider and 
South Side high schools. 

“The kids here are very 
respectful and they’re not loud 
in the halls,” said Ruiz, of 
Northrop. 

He said he also likes to use a 
lot of technology in his class- 
room. 


Andrew Wyss 


social studies 


Andrew Wyss has lived in Ft. 
Wayne all his life. Also of inter- 
est, his dad has 12 brothers and 
sisters. 

“T love Ft. Wayne because it’s 
not to big, but yet not to small,” 
he said. 

Wyss said he likes to play 
many basketball, golf and tennis. 
He also is getting married in 
November. 
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hope to add to that. 
Cotton candy! 
Tailgate Club, 
the area’s 
largest spirit 
organization, 
kicked off its 
season with hot 
dogs and 
burgers, but 
before the Snider 
game, orange 
cotton candy. 


director Mike McMillen, “Not just football.” 


McMillen. 


Archbold new speech coach 


Northrop Speech has had a big change this year, a new coach. 

Under the coaching of Laura Archbold, the speech team hopes to 
make it to sectionals and then to state. 

The debate teams first meet will be in Nov. and speech team’s 
first meet will be in Nov. 5 at Canterbury High School. 

“We have the longest season of any extra curricular activity,” said 
Archbold. 

If you are interested in joining speech you can do so at any time. 

“It’s never to late to join, speech is from Nov. to March,” says 
Archbold. 


Foreign language dept. 
hits $14,000 with Scoftt’s 


The foreign language department is currently excepting receipts 
through the ABC’s for Education Program. Through May 31, 2006 
students can simply turn in a portion of a Scott’s receipt to your 
local school. Your school can then use the receipts to purchase books, 
computers, and audio/video equipment. 

Northrop has already earned a bonus of $5,000 for earning over 
$12,000 before Sept. 12, 2005. Northrop has currently raised over 
$14,000. The ABC’s for Scott’s sponsors Education program, and 
for the total amount of money, in receipts, that is earned, Northrop 
receives 5 percent. 

The foreign language department is planning on using the money 
to purchase three LCD projectors. 

“It is an awesome and free program, it just takes time and effort,” 
said spanish teacher Jill Cross. 


Ibsen classic set for fall play 


If you worked at a business that committed crimes, poisoned and 
injured people, would you turn the business in? Even if you could 
lose your job or put your family in danger? 

These are the kinds of issues dealt with in Henrik Ibsen’s classic 
drama, An Enemy of the People, recently chosen to be Northrop’s fall 
play on Nov. 3-4 at 7 p.m. 
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Tailgate looks to 
expand fall season 


Tailgate Club is a Northrop tradition that is 


Now in its fourth year, tailgaters typically 
gather in the student parking lot at 4:30 p.m. 
prior to every home football game, but they 


“This year, we are going to try and tailgate 
more teams such as soccer and tennis,” said athletic 


Tailgate Club in its first year started with only 10-15 
members but now has grown to about 600 members. 
“Now, it maybe the largest spirit club in the state,” said 


Tailgate Club student presidents include seniors 
Mohamed Taki, John Wassell, Mike Spillner and junior 
Brianna Wilkins. Teacher sponsor is Brian Booker. 

“We should have one of the best tailgates this year,” said 
Taki. “Everyone on staff put in a lot of hard work.” 


Hurricane Katrina 
relief breaks $4,000 


Northrop students and staff have raised 
approximately $4,097.40 for the Hurricane Katrina 
Relief Fund. 

“Everyone gave what they could. We did our 
best to help out,” said Northrop’s treasurer Becky 
Smuck. 

Between the students, teachers, and other staff 
members, the total averaged out to $2.00 a person. 
One anonymous teacher donated $500.00 to the 
relief fund. 

“Tt was a really great thing for them to do,” said 
Smuck. 

Northrop has sent the money downtown to 
Fort Wayne Community Schools (FWCS). FWCS 
will combine the money gathered from all the area 
schools and it will be sent to the Red Cross as one 
big check. The Red Cross will then use the donated 
money to aid the hurricane victims. 


Class officers named for 
‘05-’06 school year 


With new leaders for Student Council, more work can be done 
to help out the community this year. This year, seniors Nikki 
Hinde was named president, Shelby Vorndran, vice-president. 
Bhavika Patel was also named secretary, and Kim Houshoulder, 
treasurer. 

For the senior class, Whitney Ashtary is president, Kendall 
Isadore, vice-president, Steve Beckley, secretary / treasurer, and 
Alicia Griffin, social chair. 

The junior class has Kurt Foellinger as president, Eva Carolus, 
vice-president, Stephanie McHenry, secretary / treasurer, and 
Katelyn McDonald, social chair. 

The sophomore class has Erika Donley as president, Hien 
Le, vice-president, Kim Tran, secretary / treasurer, and Heather 
Rennecker, social chair. 

The freshman class has Quinten Lee as president, Morgan 
Talamantes, vice-president, Chandler Crewdson, secretary / 
treasurer and Lexy Craghead, social chair. 

Student Council every year helps out with activities such as 
adopting a family around Christmas time, setting up different 
charities, and doing work such as cleaning up the community. 

To be part of Student Council, member must put in a certain 
amount of community service hours. These hours take place in 
the student’s free time. They can also volunteer at Erin’s house, or 
help pick up the community. 

“The biggest thing about Student Council is letting their voices 
be heard, it’s a chance to get active in the school,” said teacher 
Dave Stinson. 


Key Club to go on Hunger Walk 


This Saturday, Sept. 24, Key Club will participate in the Allen 
County Hunger Walk, scheduled to take place at Lawton Park 
starting at 9 a.m. 

Key Club sponsor Twyla Kendrick and club members have 
gathered pledges all month for the two-mile walk that benefits 
four local hunger-relief charities. 
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Rising gas prices take 
toll on Bruins’ social 
lives, transportation; 
some opting for buses, 
carpools 


ARIEL CASE 

AMANDA HERRINGTON 
SARAH LEAVELL 

NICK STIEBER 


Y | 4 t would cost $100 to 
fill up my van now. 

I think I might start 
driving a moped to work,” 
said Northrop drama 
teacher Tim Miller. 

Yes, gasoline is the prod- 
uct that fuels most automo- 
biles. But as of late, it also 
happens to be the one issue 
lately gouging a majority 


of American wallets. 


DISAYVE NIAIX 
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This month, right after Hurricane Katirna hit the Gulf 
Coast, the local Journal Gazette reported Ft. Wayne gas 
prices as high as $3.29 per gallon for regular unleaded. 
Local radio and TV stations also reported prices as high 
as $3.50. Since then, prices are down a bit, to $3 or just 
under per gallon. 

Still, the average Ft. Wayne resident, including those 
who attend Northrop, have been affected and most are 
choosing or being forced to make a change in their lives 
somehow. 

Reasons for the price increase stem from the after- 
math of Hurricane Katrina, along with high tensions in 
the Middle East and with the leader of Venezuela. 

“The hurricane took out a whole bunch of oil provid- 
ers,” said junior Adam Black. “There’s nothing they 
could’ve done to stop it.” 

Many students who commute to school are now con- 
templating what would happen if prices get even more 
out of hand. They are already starting to develop a more 
conservative outlook on how much they drive. 

Among these students are Black, who carpools sev- 
eral students to and from school, and senior Mandolyn 
Hunter, who now rides the bus because she is struggling 
to keep up with the rising gas prices. 

Not being paid enough money, and limited hours has 
forced some students to find new jobs and other alterna- 
tives to getting places. 

“I stopped driving (to school) because of my work. 

If | had a better job, I’d be driving more,” explained 
Hunter. 

Junior Chelsi Ewing used to work at Scott’s grocery 
store for 10-12 hours a week, but had to find a new job 
with more hours and better pay, in order to afford buy- 
ing gas. She sets a limit of how much money she spends 


GAS 
i $3.50 


Highest gas price 
| in Ft. Wayne right 
after Hurricane 
Katrina hit 


$6.50 


Highest U.S. gas 
price right after 
Katrina (in 
Atlanta, Georgia) 


70 


Average number 
of students now 
riding a FWCS bus 
to school 


-source: local and national TV 
reports and FWCS, Sept. 
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“| stopped driving 
(to school) because of 
my work. If | had a better 


job, I'd be driving more.” 


-senior Mandolyn Hunter 


SARAH LEAVE 


i 
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Got room for one more? Because of the gas crunch, carpooling is back for some Bruins. But 
thanks to the generosity of junior Adam Black (right), these Bruins now have an affordable way 
home from school. 


a week on gas, and once she reaches that 
limit, she doesn’t spend anymore. 

“T now work at Bob Evans as a waitress. 
I like this job a whole lot better because I 
definitely get paid a lot more,” said Ewing. 

As gas prices soar, students’ social lives 
also plummet. With gas prices increasing, 
it makes it difficult for teens to afford extra 
things such as, going to the movies, going 
shopping, or going out to eat. 

“T don’t go anywhere. It makes me mad 
because I used to be able to go wherever | 
wanted to, but now that prices are higher I 
can’t do as much as | used to,” said junior 
Stephanie McHenry. 

Junior Lauren Singleton has also put a 
stop to unnecessary driving, “I only drive 
where I need to, and I don’t drive any extra.” 

Even the once simple task of hanging out 
with friends is becoming a difficult chore. 
Prices of gas are holding students back from 
doing what they want. Students that pay for 
their own gas know how fast it goes, and 
want to savor it until the last drop. 

“I drive an average of 90 miles (per week) 
just to see friends. I have friends all around 
the city. It’s putting a dent in my wallet,” 
said junior Andrew McNamara. 

Expensive gas has also stirred up several 
conflicts between parents and students. 
Some parents have even threatened to take 
cars away if students aren’t able to come up 
with enough money for gas. 

If students’ cars are taken away it would 
make it even more difficult to go to places 
they need or want to go. So time with friends 
would be scarce. 

“My dad gets all psycho saying I have to 
conserve my gas and won't let me drive as 
much,” said McHenry. 

Students have suggested many alterna- 
tives to saving gas including, not driving to 


-sophomore Kyle Gibbs 


KEVIN BARESIC 


unnecessary places, not speeding, riding the 
bus and carpooling. 

Athletes especially, who must get to away 
games, are also faced with finding other 
ways of transportation. 

“We are trying the best we can to provide 
(bus) transportation, and they should take 
advantage of that provided transportation,” 
said athletic director Mike McMillen. 

This includes mini-buses, which are 
fueled by FWCS and also used for athletic 
trips. Furthermore, some athletes who used 
to drive to their games are now more apt to 
take a bus or a mini-bus. 

As for regular daily school buses, even 
though regular FWCS buses bought their 
fuel at an earlier date when prices were less 
expensive, the bus system has still been 
affected by increasing gas prices. Because 
more students are now riding to save money, 
the average load is up to an unprecedented 
70 students per bus. 

In order to help with the overcrowding, 
many of the bus routes are being changed to 
accommodate the students riding. 

“There’s a lot more people on my bus 
now. Before it was one or two people to a 
seat. Now it’s two to three people to a seat,” 
said sophomore Kyle Gibbs. 

It may seem that more students are now 
riding buses, but according to principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer, the amount of parking passes 
has not decreased compared with earlier 
years. This may also be the result of over 200 
new students at Northrop this year. 

Even though student social lives and ath- 
letic trips are being affected by the rising gas 
prices, several students are still determined 
to keep their lives the same and not let rising 
gas prices ruin things. 

“I think you should just keep doing what 
you normally do,” said Hunter. 
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“There's a lot 
more people on 
my bus now. 
Now it’s two to 
three people to 
a seat.” 


Left, This 
Marathon 
station located 
at the corner of 
Maplecrest and 
Stellhorn roads 
is trying to keep 
gas under $3. 
Down the street 
though, gas was 
still over $3. 


“| have 
friends all 
around the 
city. It’s 
putting a 
dent in my 
wallet.” 


-junior Andrew McNamara 


Right, 
Pack ‘em in: 
When you’re 
carpooling, 
money saved 
turns into less 
elbow room 
on the way to 
school. 


2005 


WBz /-SEPT. INSIGHT / 9 


Fall sports on the move 


NICK EHLERDING 
ACA’SHA TERNET 


Moss new head volleyball coach; Sherrill 


leads Bruins 


playing volleyball since her early school years) the volleyball team 
has been able to keep up their strong tradition. 
“One focus I have is that I want them to believe in themselves,” said 
Moss. 
Moss, who came from Bishop Luers , has brought experiences that she 
hopes her new team will take with them into adulthood. 
“One focus I have is, I want them to learn to have mental strength, to be 
positive and believe in themselves,” said Moss. 
The team has been lead by seniors Faith Sherrill, Jordanne Tennet, Kaci 
Cowgill, and Rachel Gravelin. 
Sherrill has been playing volleyball since middle school, and is also in- 
volved in other athletics including basketball and track. 
WB? What assets do you bring to your team? 
FS: I bring leadership. I try to fire up the team as much as possible. 
WB? What is an interesting fact about your team? 
FS: We are fun loving. We get the job done while we are having fun. 


Us the leadership of new head coach Joyce Moss, (who has been 


“| want them to learn mental 
strength, to be positive, and believe 
in themselves.” 

-new head volleyball coach Joyce Moss 


Moldovan leads Bruins 
to undefeated record 


unior Bobby Moldovan 

has been leading the Big 

Orange Pack in 

their undefeated season. 
A good blend of youth and 
talent has made this season 
possible. 

“Our goals are to be the 
best individually,” said 
head coach Barrie Peterson. 
WB? How does it feel to be 
the top runner in the state? 
BM: I know that I have a 
target on my back. I know 
that I have to work hard to 
keep position. 

WB? How do you get ready 
for a meet? 


ith senior Brit- 
tany Herron 
and junior 


Katie Boester leading the 
way, this could be the 
year for the girls’ cross- 
country team to go far. 
In the Northridge Invi- 
tational, they finished 
eighth. 

“We want to be top 
four at sectionals, and 
top four at conference,” 
said head coach Miller. 
WB? How do you pre- 
pare for a meet? 

BH: Usually I just stretch 
and get a long warm-up 


Barrie Peterson 


BM: I just kind of stay ma in. 
loose. I don’t want to be Bobby Moldovan WB? What's one of your 
serious. goals. 


BH: I want to get first or 
second in the SAC. 


10:7 SPORTS 


Herron striding 
towards first in SAC 


xpecting to 
win every 
game is the at- 


titude for new senior 
quarterback Chuck- 
Dowdell going into 
the season. 

Head football 
coach Ernie Bojrab 
put that mental- 
ity into his players’ 
heads. 

“We expect to 
win every game. We 
have to prepare our- 
selves,” said Bojrab. 

The Bruins are 
lead by seniors Jon 
Lauer, Sam Emedobi, 
and Dowdell. 

A sprained ankle 


Joyce Moss 


game. 


quarterback? 


Faith Sherrill 


Dowdell still leading 
as new quarterback 


Ernie Borjrab 


Chuck Dowdell 


kept Dowdell from playing in most of 
the Snider game and all of the Dwenger 


WB? What's the best thing about being 


CD: Being the leader, and having every- 


one look up to you. 


WB? As a player, what's something 
you need to know abou the team? 
CD: I know everyone and everything 
about the offense and defense 


Monk leads golfers to 


enior Shaina 
Monk, junior 
Chelsea Lovett, 


and freshman Kylie 
Wierks, could be the 
ones to lead the golf 


ish in sectionals. 
As a team, they 


Matt Miller 
goal of being under 


finished fifth at the 
SAC tournament on 


Golf Course. 


into golf? 


Brittany Herron | SM: L always played 


when I was little. WB? 


What is a team goal 
for this season. 

SM: This year, trying 
to break 50. 
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team to a top half fin- 


have already hit their 


400 for a match. They 


Sept. 10, at Riverbend 


WB? How did you get 


top SAC finish 


Dan Gibson 


Shaina Monk 


Wilson saving the goal 
for girls’ soccer 


ith their minds 
set on being 
first in the SAC 


and with a lot of return- 
ing players including 
senior Danielle Wilson, 
the girls’ soccer team 
plans to use their experi- ols 
ence against major rival 
Dwenger. 

“When you concertrate 
and focus, things go well 
but if you don’t, then 
things go bad fast,” said 
head coach Brian Booker. 

With a 8-8-1 record last 
year, and with area goal 
keeper Wilson the girls 
have a lot to look forward 
to this season. 

WB? What is an interest- 
ing fact about your team that most people 
do not know about? 

DW: We don’t carry purses and we really 
like to play in the mud. 

WB? What is your role on the team as a 
goalie? 

DW: To defend the goal and stop the other 
team from scoring. 


Brian Booker 


Danielle Wilson 


Wassell serving up a 
winning record 


fter earn- 
ing an 8-7 
record last 


year, the boys’ 
tennis team is back 
under head coach 
Shane Crager and 
top player, senior 
John Wassell. 

“The program 
now has a winning 
record compared to 
years in the past,” 
said Crager. 

Wassell has 
come back this year 
as one of the top 
players. 

WB? How did you 
get into tennis? 
JW: I played in my 
neighborhood when I was a kid. Com- 
ing here gave me the first opportunity to 
play, so I played. 

WB? What is a team accomplishment 
that most people do not know about? 
JW: Last year was a big turn around. 
We won only once in my first two years 
here and last year we were 8-7. 


Shane Crager 


John Wassell 


New head coach takes over boys’ soccer; all 


american as team captain 


the varsity boys’ soccer team have been the talk of the town 


A ccording to The News-Sentinel’s Prep Sports, the freshmen on 
for the Bruin’s future. New head coach Jeff Clark has already 


played six freshmen in five games for varsity. 


In addition to the team’s promising newcomers, senior captains 
Jamal Robinson and Ryan Malone, too, are leading lead the Bruin’s in 
this fall’s soccer effort. Especially Robinson who is back after last year’s 
noteworthy season that earned him not only area and SAC honors, but 


notice at the national level too. 


WB? How do you mentally prepare for a game? 


Jeff Clark 


JR: Mentally, listen to music, anything on the game, concentrate. 


WB? What is a goal or accomplishment that no one knows about? 
JR: Probably my going All-American, last year leading the team as far as 
we can go. The team can only go as far as the captains lead them. 


“We have a very good 
Shot at winning 


sectionals.” 


Jamal Robinson 


-new head boys’ soccer coach Jeff Clark 
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There's no 
‘l’ in team 


[ee no “I” in team. People can 
argue that there is a “me,” but that 
me usually isn’t someone people 
want to be around. 

Nobody likes a cocky player. They are 
miserable to be around because they think 
the whole world revolves around them, 
and when they mess up they see it as the 
other persons fault 
when it was really ; 
their own. They think Side 
they’re the all stars. nono 

In the diction- 
ary, the definition of 
a star is: Any one of 
the heavenly bodies 
appearing as bright 
points in the sky at 
night; or a figure hav- 
ing usually five points, 
sometimes six, taken to 
represent a star of the 
sky. 

If this is the dictionary definition then 
why does society have movie stars and 
all-stars in the sport’s world? 

There aren’t stars in the sports industry, 
there are people who are exceptionally 
good at their sports, our so called “stars”, 
but these people don’t win games by 
themselves. 

I have often heard here at Northrop 
that if so-and-so weren’t on the team then 
they wouldn’t be as good. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying 
that those individuals aren’t good, but 
they shouldn’t get all the recognition for 
their team’s win. 

It’s okay to report the records, and also 
some individual records as well, just as 
long as they don’t make it out to seem like 
they are carrying the team. Most of the 
time when Mr. McMillen is doing the an- 
noucements in the morning he often says 
individual accomplishments, and some- 
times it’s just the record that is announced 
for the team and the rest are individual 
accomplishments. But most of the time 
they didn’t do it alone. 

We should stop congratulating individ- 
uals only, and look at the team as a whole. 
They didn’t win by themselves. There is 
no such thing as an all-star. 


SOuIT 
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Beer replaces 
injured Dowdell; 
football 2-3 


With return- 
a ing head coach 
Ernie Bojrab, the 
football team 
has a record of 
2-3 so far this 
year. 

“We aren’t 
the same team 
as last year. 
People don’t see 
our full poten- 
tial,” said senior 
Scott Wimms. 
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The Bruin football 
team sets another 
line against Snider 
on Sept. 2. During 
the game, new se- 
nior quarterback 
Chuck Dowdell 


sprained his ankle, _ During the 
leaving it up to first quarter 
sophomore Dan of the Snider 
BeGiscosiie ne game, senior 
Chuck Dowdell 


sprained his an- 
kle. Even with their first string quarterback 
injured they had extra help from sophomore 
Dan Beer. 

“They are the kind of team that can rise 
to the occasion under adversity,” said Bo- 
jrab. 

With their minds set on going all the way 
to semi-state and paying Snider again, the 
football team has been working hard. 

“We will go as far as we allow ourselves 
to go,” said senior defensive player Jon 
Lauer. 


Big Orange Pack 
top 10 in state 


The boys’ cross-country team has 
started the season with a 4-1 season. The 
top runners this season for the Big Orange 
Pack are juniors Bobby Moldvon,Casey 
Johnson,Brett Rahrer senior Jordan Pulver, 
and sophomore Sam Bird. 

“The team is doing really well, we’ve 
succeeded most teams expectations, not 
just ours but others too,” said Moldvon. 

With senior Jordan Pulver right behind 
him as the number two runner on the 
team, he is feeling the competitive edge. 

“T want to beat Bobby (Moldovon) this 
year, break 15:40, top 10 in the state, and 
I also want to win state as a team,” said 
Pulver. 

As the boy’s continue to improve as 
one of the top teams in the SAC, they are 
getting closer and closer to that top place 
finish. 
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Volleyball 5-1; eye set on sectional 


The varsity volleyball team has started 
off their season with a record of 5-1. Their 
only loss came from Snider when they 
lost in four sets. 

The lady Bruins’ are led this year by 
seniors Faith Sherrill, Jordanne Tennett, 
Kayci Cowgill, and Rachel Gravelin. They 
also have a new coach, Joyce Moss, from 
Dwenger. 

“Win SAC, win sectionals, and keep 


advancing,” said Sherrill on the teams goals 
for the season . 

The only teams that will be standing in 
the way of the lady Bruins are Snider and 
Concordia. Once they get into sectionals, 
Snider is going to be their toughest game to 
play. : 

Upcoming games for the lady’s are Sept. 
22 and also the 27. 


Girls’ cross-country fourth in SAC 


The girls’ cross-country team started 
the season off placing second in the Prai- 
rie Heights Invitational behind Dwenger, 
and third in the Hokum Karem meet. 

“There are only two girls on the team 
who ran cross-country before. The rest are 
new,” said head coach Matt Miller. 

To improve as a team, Miller is focus- 
ing on speed, endurance, and overall race 
strategy. 


“The team needs to improve mentally, 
but they mainly need to improve in strength 
each week,” he said. 

Top runners so far this season include 
senior Brittany Herron, junior Katie Boester 
and sophomore Jessica Williams. 

Northrop is currently the number four 
team in the conference. With their biggest 
competitors being Dwenger and Homestead. 


Boys’ tennis keeps winning season 


The boy’s tennis team is starting off 
the season with a record of 4-2. They are 
3-1 in the SAC. 

Senior Mike Dague has helped the 
team by showing good leadership. 

“It motivates me when an underclass- 
man beats me, it makes me want to work 
harder,” said Dague. 

Other players that have also stepped 


up for the team are senior John Wassell, ju- 
nior Craig Wassell,and freshman Nate Orin. 
The Wassell’s are Northrop’s number one 
doubles team. 
“The season has started out well and 
we hope to make second in the SAC,” said 
Crager. 


Girls’ golf ends regular season, 3-8 


Currently, the girls’ golf team is 3-8. 
In a tough division the lowest scores are 
needed to have a winning record. 

The team is full of good players that 
have been working together as a team ac- 
cording to head coach Dan Gibson. 


Win over Dekalb, 
boys’ soccer 3-2 


Boys’ soccer kicks off their season with a 
record of 3-2 in the SAC. 

“T was so excited because we haven’t 
beaten Dekalb in like seven years-and this 
was my senior year, so I was excited about 
that also,” said senior Ryan Malone. 

Senior captains this year are Malone and 
Jamal Robinson. The new head coach for 
the boy’s is Jeff Clark. 

“It’s a privilege to be a captain,” said 
Robinson. 
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“We are better than last year,” said Gib- 
son. “The teams overall scores, effort, and 
attitude have all improved from last year. 

The golf sectionals were Sept. 17, and to 
advance, Northrop had to finish in the top 
three. 


Young girls’ 
soccer now 3-4-1] 


The girls’ soccer team currently has a 
record of 3-4-1. 

“We're starting to come along and we 
look good when we do what we are sup- 
posed to,” said head coach Brian Booker. 

Team leaders include, seniors Danielle 
Wilson, Kierston Alexander and junior 
Tonya Gambel. 

“There is a lot of pressure because the 
younger players look up to the upperclass- 
men,” said Wilson. 


Stewart, Reunion to highlight fall TV lineup 


rab your remotes, the new fall season 
(5: upon us. 
When the summer began, most 
TV shows ended their season leaving people 
wondering and confused, but yet anticipat- 
ing the return of their favorite shows. 

Not only will your favorite shows be 
coming back, but many brand new ones will 
be hitting the usual line-ups. 

One show, The Apprentice, may not be 
new, but this season will be adding another 
powerful force to the line. Her name is Mar- 
tha Stewart. 

Throughout the season, the show will 
take a look at Stewart’s work and major 
empire. I think Stewart's arrival on the 
show will bring in more viewers and make 
it the hit show on NBC. The Apprentice airs 
Wednesday Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. 

The Apprentice will be around for a very 
long time. It seems like each season, the 
shows popularity grows more and more. 
Who knows how long it may be around, but 
it will always be well-known, just like Star 
Trek for example. 

Jennifer Love Hewitt comes back to TV 
this fall. Last time she had a main role in 
a show was, Party of Five. The show sadly 
called a quits in 2000 but now Hewitt is 
starring in the new drama Ghost Whisper. It 
is about a newlywed who is able to com- 
municate with spirits. This show will receive 
lots of attention because of Hewitt and plus 
everyone can use some more mystery. Ghost 
Whisper begins Friday Sept. 23 at 8 p.m. on 
CBS. 

ABC is also mixing up their night sched- 
ule, bringing three new comedies and four 
new dramas. 

One of the new dramas, Commander in 


Chief stars actress Geena Davis. It is about 
a mother striving to be President, but first 
she must do her job as vice-president. The 
President wants her to resign so that she can- 
not become President. However, she decides 
to take a big responsibility and become 
Commander in Chief. This show is going to 
be huge because of its political setting. The 
series premiere is Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 8 p.m. 
For all you die hard O.C. fans, it’s back! 
After watching The O.C. 
Check It Out be sure to check out 
— Reunion, at 9 p.m. on Fox. 
Reunion is about the mur- 
der of one of the six high 
school friends. One of the 
friends became a detective 
and now goes back in time 
in order to solve mystery. 
This show is destined to 
be a hit. First of all it’s 
SARAH after the O.C. and tons of 
LEAVELL people are already watch- 
ing that. Plus, Reunion 
focuses around teenagers, basically pulling 
The O.C. fans in and keeping them on the 
couch for another hour. 

Many enjoy watching TV, especially the 
WB, a favorite among teens, including my- 
self. Four new shows are coming to the WB. 
They are Twins, Just Legal, Related, and my 
top pick, Supernatural starring Jared Padal- 
ecki of Gilmore Girls. 

There’s a good show, Gilmore Girls, it may 
not be new but I bet lots of you, well at least 
the girls are looking forward to the new 
season. | know I am. 

Make sure to take sometime and check 
out some of the great new shows coming to 
the air. There’s plenty to choose from. 


Check This Out 


Take a look at more TV shows coming this fall 


NBC 


- Three Wishes 


-Out Of Practice 
-Inconceivable 


- Threshold 


ABC FOX 


-Bon 
-Hot Properties 
-Headcase 
-What About 
Brian -Killer Instinct 
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TV SHOWS OF ALL TIME 


1. I Love Lucy 


(1951-1961) 


2. M*A*S*H 


(1972-1983) 


; oar Trek 


(1966-1969) 


The Andy 
Griffith Show 


(1960-1968) 


Cheers 


(1983-1993) 


The Dick Van 
Dyke Show 


(1961-1966) 


The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show 


(1970-1977) 


Bewitched 


(1964-1972) 


The Twilight Zone 


(1964-1972) 


1Q. All in the Family 


(1971-1983) 


-source: classic-tv.com 
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Brad Paisley’s popularity soars with 
his new CD Time Well Wasted. The 
album contains 21 tracks about 
heartbreak, success and love. 


Time well spent 
with Paisley’s 
Time Well Wasted 


ZACH NORRIS 


he most important thing about 
music is the lyrics. 

Brad Paisley’s latest lyrics 
from his new CD Time Well Wasted are 
no exception. Paisley stated that he 
and his band are “making that easy 
money,” which is exactly right. 

Paisley has been gaining a great 
deal of popularity from his new CD 
Time Well Wasted, produced by Frank 
Rogers and executively produced by 
Chris Dubois. Paisley has been packing 
in the clubs, concerts, and even “Out 
in the Parkin’ Lot,” on his Time Well 
Wasted album launch acoustic tour. 

Time Well Wasted was a great CD all 
around. The themes of the CD went 
from dealing with heartbreak, his suc- 
cess, even to winning back a past love. 

All 21 tracks were outstanding. 
Starting with an up beat song called 
“The World,” Brad Paisley then brings 
out his top ten hit “Alcohol,” which 
was one of the many up beat songs on 
his CD. Paisley uses the song to mock 
the reckless behavior in the celebrity 
world. However, even the slow and ro- 
mantic songs were interesting to listen 
to. 

My favorite song on this CD was 
“Time Well Wasted,” because it was 
again, up beat and contained lyrics 
that were perfectly worded. His mes- 
sages mocked the wrongs of the world, 
and also how lucky he has been in life 
and love. 

Listening to this CD was definitely 
Time Well Wasted, for me. However, 
of you who do not enjoy good country 
music than this CD might not be for 
you. A 
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Red Eye has good thriller potential 


KEVIN BARESIC 


[ves have been several hostage based 


movies, but this one ranks above 
most of them. 

Red Eye is a new thriller created by 
Wes Craven starring Rachel McAdams as 
Lisa Reisert, a manager of a fancy hotel in 
Miami, and Cillian Murphy as the creepy 
killer. 

Reisert is traveling from Austin, Texas 
to Miami, Florida when her flight is can- 
celled and she runs into Ripper. The two 
have a couple drinks and a few laughs, and 
then they’re out of each other’s lives. Or so 
Reisert thought. 

The fun begins when she finally boards 
the plane and hears what Ripper’s actual 
job is. Between flying on a plane, which she 
hates, Ripper demands her to do whatever 
he says or something truly special to her 


will be gone forever. 

Turbulence shakes up the story as Rei- 
sert uses her brains to resolve the conflict. 
Craven uses several sly tactics to get the 
audience into the film. He keeps the audi- 
ence on their toes throughout the whole 
movie with his special twists and turns. 


Although there are scenes that try to pull 
the audience in, they tend to be too predict- 
able. The predictability of the outcomes in 
the movie bring down the interest rate just a 
slight bit. 

On the plane there are certain objects that 
were used in the movie that might be more 
closely checked by the Homeland Security 
and airports around the nation in the future. 


McAdams comes off as a girly girl in 
the beginning of the movie like the role she 
played in The Notebook. As the movie pro- 
gresses she roughens up and stands up for 
the girls who get teased or pushed around by 
men. 


Murphy continues his reputation as one of 
the better “bad” guys in the movie business. 
He made this movie what it was in the end. 
He also boosted his reputation by playing the 
scarecrow in Batman Begins. 

Red Eye is a great movie to go out and see 
at the theatre to experience the better effect of 
what Craven was trying to produce. It looks 
like a movie that might not get much press 
time until more people go to see it, but the 


future is looking good for this thriller. A- 


Duff on the run with new Most Wanted 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


ntertainer Hilary Duff began her car- 
E reer at a young age. 
She stars in the comedy show 
Lizzie McGuire and she also stars in movies 
such as Cheaper by the Dozen and A Cinder- 
ella Story. 

Not only has Duff made her career as 
an actress but also as a singer. Her latest 
album is called Most Wanted. 

Most Wanted is a loud, up beat CD that 
keeps you going, and the sound of Duff’s 
airy voice is calming. 

Some songs on the CD are about crushes 
and others are just about making it in life 
and accomplishing goals. 

My favorite songs on her CD are “Mr. 
James Dean,”, “Rock This World” and “Girl 
Can Rock.” 

llike “Mr. James Dean” because she 
compares boys to the once famous and 
well- known by many girls, James Dean. I 
like “Rock This World” and “Girl Can Rock” 
because they are up beat and more like 
“rock” songs only they aren’t hard and 
flow more easily. 

The songs on this CD make you want to 
sing along with Duff because they are fun 
and easy to learn. 
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I don’t like the song “Metamorphosis” be- 
cause it just sounds unattractive. The chorus, 
“Metamorphosis whatever this is, whatever 
I’m going through, come on and give mea 
kiss...” just doesn’t make any since to me. 

Another song I don’t like is “Beat of My 
Heart.” | don’t like this song not because of 
the beat or because it doesn’t make since but 
because it seems she only knows how to sing 
one phrase, “The beat of my heart,” that can 
get annoying after a while. 

Other than those two songs, Most Wanted 
is good and now has a place on my CD rack. 
ie 
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Hilary Duff again branches beyond 
her acting, releasing Most Wanted. 
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Culver's frozen 
custard, 
butterburgers fit 
for any teen 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


hen choosing to sit inside or out- 
side at Culver’s Frozen Custard But- 
terburgers the options are plenty, 


for those hamburger lovers and those with a 
sweet tooth. 

Located right next to the new Carmike 20 
Cinema on Dupont Road. Culver’s is at 3510 
East Dupont Road, whether it’s from the 
place you want to sit or if you’re feeling like 
a sweet treat or a meal. 

Walking in, there is a feeling of relaxation 
from the atmosphere. It has plenty of space 
to hang out with friends, or if your looking 
for a relaxing family meal. The name may 
throw some off but don’t let it. A butterburg- 
er is either a hamburger or cheeseburger, 
with the bun lightly buttered on the crown of 
the bun before it is toasted. 

The options are limited, you have to 
decide if you want a dessert or a hamburger 
and fries. So if you are in the mood for lim- 
ited variety and you are a picky eater, your 
best bet is going to be either a hamburger 
and fries, or a sundae. 

If you're the kind of person in the mood 
for a custard ice cream flavor such as a 
brownie hot fudge sundae like I experienced, 
I would recommend to head to Culver’s. If 
you're more of an ice cream lover go to Zesto 
Ice Cream. 

When I was being waited on the service 
wasn’t overly friendly. The staff could’ve 
been much better. Just by leaving a friendly, 
welcoming smile. The staff didn’t seem like 
they wanted to be there and it was a strain to 
serve the paying customer. 

The view of the restaurant is pretty nice. A 
comforting feeling comes from the decorated 
walls. It feels like your going back to the 
good old days at a diner. 

The prices of Culver’s aren’t overly expen- 
sive, it works just right for a teenage wallet. 
They aren’t trying to rip customers off, and 
they give enough food to fill up on. 

From friends, family, or teen social scene 
Culvers could be the right place for anyone. 
The atmospheres right, the staff isn’t overly 
inviting, but the food makes up for it. When 
leaving your almost guaranteed to have a 
good feeling, that complete full hamburger, 
dessert experience filling up at the end of the 
day. A- 


= 


ESPN needs to stick to sports 


NICK EHLERDING 


hen someone sits down to 
watch sports highlights, they 
will turn to ESPN. But they 


can’t watch their sports highlights 
because ESPN has aired their new show, 
ESPN Hollywood. This will really get 
Americans upset at the site of a show that 
belongs on the Entertainment channel. | 
really don’t care which superstar Andy 
Roddick used to date. 

A channel such as ESPN was made 
for the world of sports around the clock. 
We don’t need sports athletes and movie 
stars’ personal lives into ESPN. It almost 
ruins the thought of sitting down and 
actually watching it. 

When SportsCenter was first aired on 
Sept. 7, 1979, it was made for sports and 
sports only. ESPN needs to stick to sports 
and their highlights, not stars personal 
lives. 

When ESPN Hollywood first aired, on 
Aug. 15,2005, ESPN.com received letter 
after letter of complaints on how the two 
topics should never be combined. With 
all the angry complaints it really makes 
people wonder how long this show will 
stay on the air. Of course the first episode 
will get plenty of publicity, because it 
is the series premiere, and everyone in 
America is curious of what type of angle 
this show will have. 

When the commercials first aired for 
it thought it was just about movie stars. 
But the more I watch, the more I realize 
that they will have such stars as Gene 
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Simmons. However, no rock star belongs 
on a sports show. 

An example of entertainment on 
sports shows is on College Game day, a 
show on every college football Saturday 
previewing all the football games ahead. 
Also on Sept. 3, the kickoff preview, the 
country band Big & Rich and Cowboy 
Troy are performing. Sports shows aren't 
supposed to have bands and celebrities. 

People that go to high school foot- 
ball games, just to have something to 
do and talk to their friends are the same 
people that probably enjoy entertainment 
on ESPN. Of course most people look 
forward to Friday nights and finally get- 
ting away from school for the weekend. 
Everyone enjoys hanging out with their 
friends, but there is also the game. Some- 
times they even forget what the score was 
at the end of the game. 

The directors at ESPN have to realize 
that their sports channels are talking 
about the life of Gene Simmons. Not 
many people really care about a popular 
rock star’s lifestyle. ESPN was made for 
sports. Not entertainment or life on the 
red carpet. 

ESPN stands for Entertainment and 
Sports Programming Network. That is 
the entertainment of sports, not the en- 
tertainment of movie stars and rock stars. 
They are desperate and looking for a new 
idea. A show like this doesn’t belong on 
EDEN. 

No one should expect anything good 
out of ESPN Hollywood. 


Culver’s is 
located on 
Dupont Road 
right next to 
Carmike 20 
Cinema. The 
new Ft. Wayne 
business 
specializes in 
frozen custard 
ice cream and 
it’s signature 
butterburger. 
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Gas prices need reform now; E85 an answer 


STAFF EDITORIAL 


as over $3, are you kidding? 
‘ $2.99 or $2.89 is just as bad. 

At the beginning of the 
month gas went over $3 and prices 
were predicted to rise again. The 
problems created in the process are 
growing also. 

Just last year, gas in Ft. Wayne 
was only a $1.90 and is now 
currently a little under $3, meaning 
gas has risen over $1 in just one year. 
Getting a dollar tan might not seem 
like a lot but over time it can seem 
like millions. 

The majority of the What’s 
Bruin? staff say that gas prices are 
ridiculously high and that if the gas 
prices continue to rise, the money 
you earn from work will be wasted 
on gas alone. 

High gas prices are also taking 
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away from other activities. 

These activities maybe school 
related, church related or even 
volunteer work. High prices cut 
back from these activities because 
it is getting harder to afford for 
many people. This could even cut 
back from hanging out with friends, 
because students can’t afford to pay 
for gas to drive places. 

Most said that they will have to 
cut back on other expenses just so 
they can afford gas. 

What’s Bruin? staff also said 
that we should think of another 
alternative, whether it is finding 
a new fuel or to just stop driving 
completely. There has to be another 
way. 

A few staff members said that 
some should just give up driving 
and go to bikes or walk wherever 
you have to go. You read this 
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and laugh, but people who can’t 

afford gas might just do that as an 

alternative. 

For most people they will 
continue to pay the high prices for 
gas because they have the money to 
pay for it, or it just doesn’t bother 
them. 

There is a new fuel out now 
called E85. This fuel consists of 85 
percent ethanol and only 15 percent 
petroleum. This cost a lot less than 
regular gasoline, but can only be 
used in flexible fuel vehicles (FFV’s). 
There are only a few million of those 
vehicles here in the United States, 
but it is said that E85 fuel and FFV’s 
will increase in quantity over the 
next few years. 

Hopefully, this will mean that gas 
prices will drop for those who can 
use the new fuel. Those people will 
pay $1.49 per gallon meaning they 
will save up to $1.40 and $1.50 per 
gallon. 

To be able to use this new fuel you 
will have to buy a new 
car that excepts it. Even 
though there will have 
to be sacrifices to convert 
America to E85, will be 
well worth it in the end. 


Katrina relief effort, volunteers a reminder of America’s greatness 


about high gas prices when there are 

people in Southern Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Alabama who now do not have food, 
shelter, or employment, that is if they are still 
alive. 

If you haven’t opened a newspaper, 
listened to the radio, watched television, or 
had interaction with the outside world, the 
United Sates has just been hit by one of the 
worst natural disasters in history. Hurricane 
Katrina was as dangerous as experts feared. 

Because of the magnitude of the hurricane 
the death toll is likely to be in the thousands. 
One area that was hit the hardest was New 
Orleans. Currently 80 percent of the city is 
flooded. In some areas it is as much as 20 feet 
deep. 

The Army Corps of Engineers have 
made a plan to use heavy-duty Chinook 
helicopters to drop 15,000-pound bags of 
sand and stone into the 500-foot gap in 
the levy. The problem, however, is that 
authorities are having trouble getting the 
sandbags through the waterways. Large 
boats, loose barges, and debris block them. 

However, the destroyed cities and lives 
are not the worst part of this ordeal. Many 
citizens have begun looting the city that has 
already been through enough damage. 

On top of the devastating crisis, New 
Orleans hospitals have also been hit hard. 


IE getting tired of everyone complaining 


The U.S. Health and Human Services have 
been planning on evacuating 2500 patients 
from the hospitals on Orleans Parish, but 
where they will be moved is currently 
unclear. 

Police have been working to get more 
than 300 generators to Charity Hospital 
and their patients. The hospital floors and 
hallways are flooded three to four feet high. 
Workers have ferried supplies up and down 
darkened stairs. 

The injured just keep 
coming to an already 
crowded hospital. These 
people are the lucky ones 
that have already been 
transported to a hospital. 
There are currently 
thousands of people who 
are stranded, trapped or 
dead. 

Currently, the 
authorities in areas such as 
New Orleans are focusing 
mainly on getting the 
people who are still alive, to a safe shelter. 
Many are transferring refugees is the 
Astrodome in Dallas, Texas. The Texans are 
welcoming tens of thousands of refugees 
into their stadium, cities, and even schools. 

Both donations and supplies have been 
rushed to the American Red Cross. To date, 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


the American Red Cross has received over 
$409.2 million in gifts and pledges and over 
$209 million online. 

The Red Cross has received 100,000 
donation calls. Last year over $130 million 
was spent on the four biggest hurricanes. So 
far Katrina has already caused millions of 
dollars more. Red Cross has also mobilized 
15 kitchens to feed 350,000 people and 250 
shelters to house 250,000 according to a Sept. 
1, issue of USA Today. 

The victims have started to receive 
support from the federal government and 
even other countries. The Pentagon has 
ordered 10,000 additional National Guard 
troops to the region. Senate majority leader 
Bill Frist, has also said that an aid bill for the 
region is the “highest priority,” according to 
the same USA Today article. French President 
Jacques Chirac also sent a message to 
President Bush, saying France will mobilize 
their relief from the Caribbean. 

It has been said that a disaster brings out 
the best and the worst in people. We have 
seen both. From looters representing the 
bad to the National Guard troops rescuing 
the victims of the hurricane, it has been a 
devastating week. 

I am asking that everyone will please try 
to make donations to those whose lives have 
been destroyed by Hurricane Katrina and 
help save lives. 


Commander-In-Leisure Bush needs to communicate better 


began his 49" trip to his Crawford, 

Texas ranch, and in the process 
surpassed former President Ronald Reagan’s 
vacation record of 335 days, with about 
three and a half years still left to go in his 
presidency. 

According to Mark Knoller of CBS radio, 
that’s about 20 percent of his time in office, 
to date. 

I’m sure a lot of people would like to do 
that. “Hey boss, I’m gonna take a fifth of my 
work-days off from now on, so if you have a 
problem with it, take it up with congress and 
an independent council.” 

To be fair, a president can never really 
be on a vacation, because he is always “on 
duty.” 

The White House press secretary Scott 
McClellan, justified the President's time off 
this August saying, “Spending time outside 
Washington always gives the President a 
fresh perspective of what’s on the minds of 
the American people.” 

This comment was made, of course, 
before the White House knew of the wrath of 
Cindy Sheehan, the mother of a fallen soldier 


[= August, President George W. Bush 


who caused a frenzy within the media, at a 
time when they didn’t have any new deadly 
terrorist attacks to report. 

President Bush had been hounded by 
media coverage throughout his vacation for 
not meeting with Sheehan, 
who had been camping 
outside the President's 
ranch with all the other 
anti-war protesters, for 
most of August. 

This, added to the 
growing War on Terror 
death toll, nearly at the 
2,000 mark, the outrageous 
gas prices and the 
Federal government's 
late response in the aid of 
the victims of Hurricane 
Katrina on the Gulf Coast 
have all played a part in 
putting President Bush in 
a negative light with the American public. 

A Gallup poll taken at the end of August 
showed that only 40 percent of Americans 
approve of President Bush’s judgment and 
overall leadership. 


Common 
Sense 
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A little over sixty years ago, during WWI, 
former President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
made a habit of holding weekly radio 
addresses to the American public, which he 
called “fireside chats.” 

During these routine talks with the 
American people, President Roosevelt would 
specifically talk about issues spanning from 
the war to his plans for the country, at the 
time. 

By doing this on a regular basis, President 
Roosevelt was able to draw more support in 
favor of change from Americans, while at the 
same time, gaining their trust. 

This is what President Bush needs to 
do to help his decreasing popularity and 
support for the war effort. Our President 
needs to tell us where we’re going with this 
crusade and what he’s doing to save his own 
country. 

Snappy one-liners like “Freedom isn’t 
free” and “Help is on the way” won’t cut 
it anymore. We need to know that our 
Commander-in-Chief is doing more than 
just going on vacation. That is, if he is doing 
more. 
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Is the 
new cell 
phone 
rule 
fair? 


“No. If 
they 

see It, 
they 
shouldn’t 


-senior take 
Samantha it - 
Alacron IC. 


“Yes, 
because 
there is no 
time for 
students 
to use their 
phone 
during the 
day.” 


-sophomore 
Jordan 
Casteel 


Impoverished youth need our help; 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


a foreign country. Looking out the 

window there are little houses made 
out of wood with tin roofs and they are 
the size of a bathroom. Inside those little 
houses, are whole families sharing one 
room, there are whole families with no 
bathroom, no clothes-except the ones 
they are wearing- they have no shoes, no 
money, and worst of all no food. 

It is just a little different than our 
comfortable lifestyles here at home. Most 
Americans do not wake up at the crack 
of dawn and take care of their whole 
family when they are eight years old. 
Most Americans do not walk around their 
hometown begging for food or clothes, or 
anything just to feed their family one meal. 

In the less fortunate countries there are 
8-year-old daughters who are taking on 
the role of mothers. They take care of their 
whole family, because their parents are 


[Pees driving down a dirt road in 
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gone, trying to scrape up food out of trash 
cans. 

If those daughters are not taking care 
of their families they are out on the streets 
begging for their food. 8-year-olds are sent 
out to walk up to complete strangers and ask 
them for their money, or half eaten food, just 
to feed their younger brother or sister. There 
are so many children in foreign countries 
that need our help; there are so many 
families who need our help. 

Everyday millions of adults, teenagers, 


- children, babies, and whole families go 


without food. Children live in tiny houses 
with their whole family because they are too 
poor to live in regular living conditions. 
Picture being at the food court in the mall 
with friends, eating and messing around, 
when all of a sudden a little boy around 
the age of nine walks up and says “Lady 
Please?” as he is holding his stomach, 
begging for food. At first there may be a 
little hesitation and confusion. Then you 
think “Well I’m not going to eat this Ill 


WB? / SEPT. 2005 


“No, 
because 
my cell 
phone was 
taken 


junior aWway On 
ee Tuesday.” 
reon 


“No, 
because 
what if 
there is 
an 
emer- 
gency.” 


-freshman 
Kory 
Russo 


feed the children 


give it to him.” Going home that night your 
conscience may feel lighter because you 
helped that one little boy out. 

Teenagers today need to think about 
what they can do to help those who are 
less fortunate. Every summer over 700 
people, teenagers and adults alike, travel 
to Matamoros, Mexico and aid those there 
in need of help. How many students here 
at Northrop would actually give up their 
summer and stay in a foreign country and 
help those who really need it? 

There are programs that we can join to 
aid them. The most widely known program 
to help these people is Feed the Children 
(FTC). This program helps children get the 
nourishment they need to survive. Most 
of them are living in poor conditions in 
Africa where their parents were taken by the 
deadly disease AIDS. FTC provides these 
children with an education, medicine, and 
the feeling of being loved. To know more 
about Feed the Children just visit www. 
FeedtheChildren.com. 


Do those in after-school activities 
perform befter in school? 


KATELYN STAYTON 


amal Robinson has soccer after school until 5 p.m. and then gets 

a quiet place to work on homework and remembers that he has 

a scholarship to look forward to. Also his parents remind 

him that he can’t watch television until he gets his work done. 

All students who play in a sport have to maintain a 2.0 grade 
point average to stay on the team. So most athletes make sure that 
their study’s come first and then their after school activities. 

With higher expectations on the grading scale students in 
general have to work more to keep their GPA up. 

With the different grading scale, some students are falling 
behind in their school work because they can’t meet the 
requirements. 

Students in grades six through 12 who fail to maintain or 
even earn a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above a 4.0 
scale, may not participate in after school activities that involve 
competition or require participating students to miss class, 
according to one online source. 

Athlete’s want to do what they enjoy. If that means keeping up 
with their school work and having good grades, more than likely 
they are going to do what they have to, since it’s not asking that 
much of them. 

Some Northrop student’s agree that athletes receive better 
grades just because they work harder to accomplish their goals. 

Other students who are not involved in a sport or an activity 
after school, don’t have to maintain a certain grade point average, 
so they might not work as hard. 

Yes, they’re some students who slack off and just barely meet 
the requirements because they don’t want to do their work but 
dedicated athletes are 
usually going to do 
what it takes to stay 
on the team. 

Student athletes 
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good grades as other 
students in high 
school. 
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what is going to happen after school, isn’t that going to distract 

them from their school work during the day? 

It is great if students are involved in extracurricular activities, 
but they shouldn’t overdue themselves and worry about things that 
don’t matter as much as graduating from high school. 

When a student has many honors classes, plays a sport, and is 
extremely involved in other school activities, it becomes harder to 
concentrate on your school work. 

Some Northrop students can get easily distracted about things 
that are just going on at home, whether they are in honors classes 
or not. It doesn’t matter if they are very involved after school or 
whether they go straight home. 

Think about it, teenagers today get very busy with things other 
than school. Many students have jobs, granted your job should not 
affect their schoolwork, but it still keeps them very busy. Keeping a 
job shows that they can be responsible and take care of things. 

Parents today want their sons and daughters to grow up and 
be responsible. It is hard for us as students to be prepared for our 
classes when our parents and teachers put the weight of doing 
everything on our shoulders. 

It is tough for a high school student to be very involved in 
extracurricular activities, then come to school the next day and be 
full of energy. Staying after school and being involved in many clubs 
and activities just puts that much more pressure on students during 
the day. 

The only way for students to study for their classes after they’ve 
been staying after school for so long is to stay up all night. After 
pulling an all-nighter 
they will be tired 
the next day during 
their classes. It’s not 
that you shouldn’t be 
involved after school. 

If that is something 
you want to do then 
go for it, but don’t 
over work yourself 
and get distracted by 
things that aren’t as 
important as your 
school work. Stay 
focused on your 
schoolwork and 
classes you need to 
pass to graduate high 
school. 


|: Northrop students are spending all their time worrying about 
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Dupont Animal Care Cente 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boatding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


534 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


C halta nt 


Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 
993, SIONE CREEKS KS 
FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 
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WHAT'S BRUIN? 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student 
news magazine of Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May -- 
usually in the last half of the month 


UPON publication, What's Bruin? will be 
set in marked blue tubs in the commons 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 
weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 


National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 
and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE! 


Does Northrop have the next American Idol? Senior Cherelle McGee m 
through her first audition, and is now awaiting her next audition .in St. Louis 
where she will again sing “Fever” by pop star Beyonce Knowles: . ae 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


Senior Cherelle McGee wants to be 
your next American Idol 


Hurricane Katrina survivor story: 
Freshman Ciara Reynolds and her family 
restablish a new life in Ft. Wayne 


Tom Knudson resigns as head girls’ 
track coach 


Apple releases new “impossibly 
small” iPod Nano, replacing iPod mini 


Pro/Con: Are tattoos and piercings 
too unprofessional for the job world? 


“People told me [emefeme 
Idol. | debated ital 
thought it Could felsmaay 


-senior Cherelle McGee, on how she 
got started with her recent 
American Idol tryouts 
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American Idol or bust 


Northrop senior Cherelle McGee made it through her 
first audition, now waiting for her next stop 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


There is young talent all over Northrop. 

Talent like senior Cherelle McGee, who 
now wants to take her talent to the next 
level, and hopefully Hollywood. That is 
if she continues to make it through her 
Americal Idol auditions. 

McGee is known best for her singing by 
friends, family and other associates. 

After hearing her family and friends tell 
her she had something good in her voice and 
should do something about it, she finally 
did. She tried out for American Idol, even 
though she didn’t think highly of it at first. 

“People told me to go on American Idol. I 
debated it at first, but then I thought it could 
be my big break,” said McGee. 

To get an audition, since she was under 18 
years old, McGee had to have a release form 
signed by her legal guardian stating that it 
was Okay with for her to tryout. 

The process of getting on the show, for 
the lucky ones who do, then includes getting 
registered, picking a song, rehearsing on 
their own, then waiting until called for an 
audition. 

McGee registered and chose the song 
“Fever” by Beyonce Knowles from The 
Flirting Temptations soundtrack. The song is 
track eight on the CD, and among the top 
three songs from the soundtrack. 

The song features a lot of high notes, 
which could be challenging to most, but 
McGee thought she could handle it well 
enough to go in front of judges and perform. 

“I picked this song because it shows most 
of my talent and I felt comfortable singing 
it,” said McGee. 

She picked her song. Now she just had to 
rehearse it. McGee admitted she didn’t do 
much rehearsing because she wanted it to 
come naturally when it was time. 

“I didn’t practice much, just once or 
twice,” said a confident McGee. 

Now she was just waiting to be called for 
the actual audition which didn’t take as long 
as she thought. 

Aug. 23 finally came and McGee was 
called to the Foellinger Theatre in Ft. Wayne 
for her audition. She performed in front of 
five judges from Fox TV. 

“I was nervous and scared. I was 
doubting myself,” said McGee, on what she 
was thinking when first called in. 

But she didn’t let that stop her. She 
performed and felt it went well. 

“Real well,” she said, her exact words. 
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Senior Cherelle McGee 
made it through the 
first audition of 
American Idol with the 
song “Fever” by 
Beyonce Knowles. Now 
she is just waiting for 
her next audition in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 


The Fox judges told her that she had 
nothing to worry about because she was the 
only one out of all the auditions “to give 
them goosebumps,” she said. 

McGee was going on to the next round. 

They told her the next audition was in St. 
Louis, Missouri, and to be ready to head that 
way once the call comes through. 

“My family was excited. They knew I 
would do good. They support me,” said 
McGee. 

For McGee, this experience is only getting 
started, but is already full of hightlights, 
especially the judges’ comments. 

“My favorite part also was hearing my 
name called,” said McGee. “But my least 
favorite (part) was having to sing against all 
of those other people.” 

In life, sometimes things are laid out for 
you. Other times, you really have to work. 

In McGee’s mind, it was a combination of 
both. She saw an opportunity and went for 
it. But now, she and her family and friends 
just have to anxiously wait for that call to St. 
Louis that can come any day. 

And when it does, they all hope she 
continues to do well. Real well. 


“| was 
nervous 
and scared. 
| was 
doubting 
myself.” 


-senior Cherelle McGee 
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Sophomore Ashton 
Calhoun took a seat in one of 
Northrop’s computer labs. 

It was time for her to take 
the newly required Standard 
Reading Inventory (SRI) 
assessment test required this 
year of all Bruins during their 
English classes. 

FWCS has required the SRI 
as way to target and identify 
all students in the district 
to see where their reading 
level is. It also provides a 
recommended reading list for 
different grades. 

When Calhoun began, 
she was nervous because she 
first thought the test counted 
towards her grades. 

“IT didn’t know that it didn’t 
count (toward grades) until I 
was finished,” she said. 

When taking the SRI, 
first there is a list of reading 
categories to choose from. 
These become the areas for 
which the student will be 
tested. Calhoun chose mystery, 
horror, and action/adventure. 

Next, there is a series 
of questions. As Calhoun 
answered correctly, the 
questions became harder and 
longer. 

“I didn’t think the 
questions were that hard, but 
they definitely got longer and 
took more time to read,” she 
said. 

At the end of her SRI test, 
Calhoun was given a lexile 
score which told her what 
target range she is in. As a 
sophomore, Calhoun’s lexile 
target range in approximately 
1025-1210. 

Within the overall 
test report, there is also 
an identified comfort 
and difficulty level. The 
comfort level tells where 


approx. 
1000-1200 


approx. 
1025-1210 
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SRI targets Bruin reading levels 


SRI Lexile Target Ranges 


GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 


-source: The Lexile Framework for Reading; Scholastic, Inc. 


a reading level currently 

is. The difficulty level then 
recommends books that a 
student can read to challenge 
themselves. 

For Calhoun, Pride and 
Prejudice, A Separate Peace and 
Animal Farm were some of the 
recommendations. 

“The difficulty level 
should tie in with the comfort 
level,” said principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 

As students become more 
familiar with the SRI, the goal 
is that it will help teachers and 
students to identify reading 
levels and yearly progress. 

The SRI also suggests ways 
for teachers to help students, if 
a student is struggling with a 
certain textbook. 

For example, some of 
Northrop’s biology and 
chemistry textbooks are 
written at a college level. If 
teachers know what levels 
their students are reading at, 
they can incorporate different 
strategies to help students 
read those required books. 

Once Northrop students 
and staff adjust to this test, 
the hope is that will work all 
across Northrop and FWCS. 
The district is especially eager 
to keep the SRI test because 
it never had a reading-level 
indicator like this in the past. 

“FWCS is focusing 
on improving language 
arts skills,” said English 
department head Terry 
Springer, as to the main reason 
for SRI at Northrop and 
throughout FWCS. 

Bottom line: Students need 
to be able to read their school 
text books, said Springer. 

“The goal also is to 
challenge the students, not 
label them,” she said. 


GRADE 12 
approx. approx. 
1050-1220 1075-1230 


NEWS /5 


Senior lan Hunter 
was announced Mr. 
Irresistible this year, 
after earning over 
$163, the most of all 
candidates. 


Senior John Was- 
sell won a basket of 
goodies for 

having the most 
spirited car at the 
homecoming car 
show. 


The Sister Act 
placed first in the 
homecoming lip sync 
contest and took 
home the $100 top 
prize. 


is 
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“Sénior Kayci Cowgill is crowned homecoming queen ‘05 during 
halftime of the Northrop homecoming football game on Oct. 7. 


err” 
 . 


PHOTOS BY SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY 


Homecoming ‘05 


Junior Ryan Gravelin Another of Spirit Week’s Double whammie for Palm reading was 

dresses for Hawaiian dress days was Twin Day. assistant principal David new to this year’s 

Day during homecoming Many, including this pair, West, getting slammed homecoming carnival. 

Spirit Week, and with all got into the act. with two pies in the face Junior Brandon Mitchell 

the accesories. during the homecoming gave it a shot too. 
carnival. 
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BOP to state; 
gets past regionals 


The Big Orange Pride (BOP) is on 
a roll. Starting in September at the 
Bluffton Invitational, the marching band 
won first and beat its top rival, Snider. 

From there, it headed to the Concord 
Invitational in Elkhart taking fifth. 
Then the Twin Lakes Invitational taking 
second, then a gold rating and another 
second at the ISSMA district contest 
held here at Northrop. 

This took BOP to Chesterton High 
School for the ISSMA Class A regional, 
where a top five finish is mandatory to 
advance to the state on Oct. 22 at the 
RCA Dome in Indianapolis. BOP made 
it, and now it’s on to the dome. 

“T feel confident in the band’s ability 
(for state),” said a hopeful and upbeat 
Catherine Fahey, the band’s head drum 


Lemon Sisters, Northrop’s new 
vocal act, performs for charities 


It all started after eating at Applebee’s their freshmen year. 
Seven friends, juniors Ashley Bassett, Katie Boester, Tara Deal, 
Michelle DeCamp, Dina Petridis, Chelsea Sellers and Erika 
Tredway, now better known as Northrop new female vocal 
ensemble: The Lemon Sisters. 

Each of the girls ordered something different, and when their 
food was brought to them, they all realized they each had a lemon 
on their plate. The group’s name followed automatically. 

“They’re really, | mean really good,” said Lemon Sisters and 
choir director Tom Maupin. 

The seven girls met their freshmen year in show choir, when 
they found out their voices blended really well together. 

But now in their junior year, the seven-member vocal act also 
has performed for many charities, including the recent AIDS 
walk, in addition singing at local churches. The Lemon Sisters can 
also be seen this year at upcoming Charisma concerts. 


National Honor Society inducts 
58 new members; serves the area 


Northrop’s chapter of National Honor Society recently wel- 
comed and inducted 58 new members. Instead of awarding the 
new members with pins as they normally do every year, the group 
decided to do something different: A total of over $250 was do- 
nated to local American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, to then be 
given to Hurrican Katrina and Rita relief efforts. 

This year’s National Honor Society officers include: senior 
president Mike Spillner; senior vice presidents Mohammed Taki 
and Jessica Pontius, and senior secretary Kendall Isadore. 

This top academic group each year also participates in the 
Great Zoo Halloween, the areawide Cancer Walk, Healthy Cities 
Health Fair, Study Connection, as well as helping at elementary 
and middle school carnivals. National Honor Soceity also will 
donate to Christmas families via The Circle, a local charity. 
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At its recent district competition, BOP 
colorguard and band perform Fear. This 
year’s show features the music of film 
composer Danny Elfman, including mu- 
: sic from The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
major. and Psycho movie soundtracks. 


Charisma hits second place 
at Bluffton Street Fair 


The show choirs season started off with a second- 
place performance at the Bluffton Street Fair. With a 
hard try for first, they weren’t disappointed with the 
outcome. 

With a theme this year of renegades and outlaws, 
Charisma will be performing songs from rock groups 
The Eagles and Styx. 

“They performed really well, the back-up band is 
really good too,” said director Tom Maupin. “We sang 
well, but only had four weeks to prepare.” 

Sophomore baritone Paul Egolf felt good about his 
performance too. 

“T think I did pretty good,” he said. 

“Charisma, you guys are off to a great start, but 
you have to work even harder to do even better,” 
added Maupin. 

For their upcoming events, Charisma is hosting a 
workshop for the middle school students that will be 
held Oct. 28-29. 
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Study tables required for some, but 
opened to all 


All students who received one F or have a current GPA below a 
2.0, as of first-quarter interims, are required to attend study tables 
two days a week, from 2:45-3:45 p.m. in Room A203. 

Students who do not meet this criteria will be banned from 
playing sports or participating in any extracurricular activities every 
week that obligations are not met. 

“We hope to start seeing improvement in grades,” said study table 
coordinator Cleve Million. 

“There were close to 70 athletes who received a 2.0 or lower at 
interims. That’s too many,” said athletic director Mike McMillen. 

If grades do not improve at the end of the first grading period, 
students involved will have to continue their required study tables. 

The two study tables available to all students, even those who are 
not failing, include general study tables on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Private sessions cal also be arranged through guidance. 


Club Art designs teacher lounge 


Now under a new name, Club Art (formerly Northrop’s Art Club) 
is designing a wall for the upstairs teachers’ lounge. 

The large wall is being created from an assortment of pictures of 
popular vacation spots from around America and the world. 

“We were trying to think of what the teachers would enjoy,” said 
Club Art sponsor Becky Griswold, also a Northrop art teacher. 

According to Griswold, this year there are also plans underway 
for another trip to the Chicago Art Museum. 

A big project last year for Club Art was the painting and 
showcasing of a mastodon which was part of Ft. Wayne’s areawide 
mastodon display over the summer at Headwaters Park, along 
Clinton Avenue and throughout the greater downtown area. 

But recently, a fair took place at Headwaters Park to showcase the 
painted mastodons once again, as well as prepare for an auction of 
them coming at the end of this month. 

Proceeds will benefit the local United Way. 
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Some of the lucky ones: 
Freshman Ciara Reynolds 
(center) and family weathered 
Katrina and escaped their 
damaged Biloxi, Mississippi, 
home. Today, her family is still 
together and she attends 
Northrop. With Reynolds from 
left, her brother Aaron Lee, 
mother Melissa Harrison, and 
cousin Contravis Gordon. 
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Destructive Katrina may have 

| caused physical and mental strain 
_ for freshman Ciara Reynolds, but 

it was unable to break family bond 


ARIEL CASE 


fter living only two blocks 

from the coast in Biloxi, 

Mississippi, for 15 years, 
freshman Ciara Reynolds and her 
family were aware of the occasional 
risk of a hurricane hitting. 

But this time it wasn’t the mild 
storm and the usual boarding up of 
windows and letting it pass. This 
time it was the biggest and most 
destructive hurricane in the U.S.: 


Katrina. 
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Even though a mandatory evacuation 
order was sent out by the mayor of Biloxi, 
many locals thought that it wouldn’t cause 
much damage, and it would be fine to stay 
home rather than leave. 

“It (Katrina) was on the news, but we 
didn’t think too much of it. Well, we thought 
wrong because it hit the next day,” said 
freshman Ciara Reynolds, who escaped the 
disaster with family and is now at Northrop. 

Before the hurricane hit, life in Biloxi was 
ordinary for Reynolds and her family. 

Born originally in Louisiana’s capital, 
Baton Rouge, Reynolds then moved to 
Biloxi, Mississippi, with her family when she 
was just | year old. 

“The beach is only blocks away. It is 
always hot and sunny there,” said Reynolds, 
describing the Biloxi she remembers. 

Her family considered their lives to be 
typical as well. 

“We had a normal way of living. Life 
was just comfortable and we were a part of 
community affairs,” said MaryKay Meltz, 
Reynolds’ grandmother. 

Living in Biloxi practically her whole life, 
Reynolds had many childhood friends. How- 
ever, their whereabouts are now unknown 
for Reynolds due to the hurricane separating 
them when evacuees were moved to shelters. 

“A couple of her friends actually lost their 
parents because they stayed there,” said 
Melissa Harrison, Reynolds’ mother. 

Even after mandatory evacuation started 
in low-lying areas, and because many sur- 
vived past storms, several Gulf Coast resi- 
dents chose to stay home. Locals 
were tired of boarding up their 
houses and presumed it would 
pass and not be as destructive as 
it turned out to be. 

“No place has been hit as 
hard as when Katrina did,” said 
Meltz. 

Reynolds and her family were 
notified about the hurricane, but 
chose to wait it out a while. 

“We actually left late. We 
left at 8 p.m. the night before,” 
explained Reynolds. 

Harrison and Meltz scram- 
bled to gather up family posses- 
sions, but were short on time. 
They did manage to gather a 
change of clothes, pillows and 
some important documents. But many other 
personal belongings were left behind. 

“Our pictures couldn’t be salvaged. We 
lost a lot of sentimental things,” said Har- 
rison. 

Even though some of their irreplaceable 
possessions were left behind, Reynolds and 
family did manage to stay together. 

“Nobody left each other. We all left to- 
gether,” said Harrison. 

The winds soon picked up and the 
temperature began to change, signaling the 
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“It (Katrina) was on 

the news, but we didn't 
think too much of it. We 
thought wrong because It 
hit the next day.” 


-freshman Ciara Reynolds 


Right, A well-known 
souvenir shop along 
Biloxi’s coast stands 
alone after taking a 
hit from Katrina. The 
shops old neighbors 
included a Pizza Hut 
and a Waffle House, 
now leveled. Reyn- 
olds and family didn’t 
live too far from this. 


Pileup: A brand-new car dealership in 
Biloxi becomes totaled after Katrina 
made her mark. 

Right, Reynolds and family were able 
to spare a few photos, including this 
recent one. Beyond this and before 
leaving Biloxi, only saved important 
documents were saved. 
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beginning of the storm. 

Around 5:30 the next morning, Aug. 29, 
Hurricane Katrina hit. The initial impact 
was described as a category five hurricane, 
though it quickly became a category four. 

Reynolds’ middle school, Biloxi Junior 
High, soon became home to she, her family 
and hundreds of others. It was where they 
would endure most of the Katrina’s effects. 


Roads and bridges in 

Biloxi were no match to | 

- Katrina’s 180-mph winds. 

and 50-foot waves. This 2 
bridge was easilysnapped = 
in two by the huge waves 

and blistering winds. 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF AARON LEE 


The family slept in school hallways, much 
like those at Northrop, for the first night of 
the hurricane. One night turned into two, 
then three, then a whole week. 

Over 1,500 people were crowded in the 
tight hallways, all without food, running 
water, electricity or a way of communicating 
to the outside world. 

“Tt was so dark, we couldn’t see anything. 
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We would just listen to the wind,” said 
Reynolds. 

During their long stay, everyone just 
walked around and tried to remain calm. 

“We kept walking around and just tried 
not to go crazy,” said Aaron Lee, Reynolds’ 
brother. “We played Dominoes and cards 
like it was a normal day.” 

All the evacuees had to sleep on the hard 
floors because there was no other place. 
Many were unable to gather belongings 
making the stay even more uncomfortable. 

Lee and Reynolds recalled one old 
woman who truly had nothing, and just 
laid down on the hard tile floor on top of a 
garbage sack. 

“T gave somebody my blanket because 
they didn’t have anything to lay on,” said 
Wee: 

Generosity and kindness filled the school 
as everyone waited for the time to pass. 

“Everybody shared what they had. It 
was like a family. We got close because we 
needed each other,” said Reynolds. 

Despite the terrible conditions, people 
still accepted the hurricane as just an act of 
nature that could not be stopped. 

“There was a lot of prayer and accep- 
tance. Everybody was just sitting and wait- 
ing,” said Meltz. 

Because of Biloxi being on a peninsula, it 
was flooded on almost every side, and when 
it rained, everything became flooded. 

“There was seaweed, fish and sewage 
in the house. There was six to eight feet of 
water in the house,” said Meltz. 

Strong winds as great as 180 mph and 
waves as high as 50 feet hit the area, causing 
more flooding and destruction to buildings 
and houses. 

“The winds became very blustery at 10:30 
at night. Then it became calm. When the eye 
goes over, you can hear a pin drop because 
the silence is so great,” said Meltz. 


“At first, we kept 
walking around and 
just tried not to go 
crazy. We played 
Dominoes and 
cards like it was a 
normal day.” 


-Aaron Lee, Reynolds’ brother 
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Ciara 
and 
Katrina 


Katrina enters Gulf 
of Mexico. Officials 
begin to ask 
residents in Gulf 
Coast area to 
evacuate homes 


Aug. 28 


Freshman Ciara 
Reynolds and 
family take cover 
in Biloxi Junior 
High School 


Katrina blasts 
Biloxi, Mississippi, 
and the Gulf Coast 
as a category 5 
hurricane 


Aug. 29-30 


For hours, Reyn- 
olds and family 
brave 150-mph 
winds outside 
of Biloxi Junior 


Aug. 30 High 


Meteorologists 
and the National 
Weather Service 
report 40-foot 
waves along the 
coasts of 
Mississippi 
and Louisiana 


Sept. 2 


Over 1,500 
evacuees, 
including 
Reynolds and 
family, are finally 
rescued from 
Sept. 6 Biloxi Junior High, 
after three days 
FEMA announces 
that it will be at 
least two years be- 
fore communities 
in the destruction 
area will be totally 
rebuilt 


-source: uspolitics.about.com and Reynolds 
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“There was nothing to come 
home to. You didn’t know how 
you were going to make it.” 


-Melissa Harrison, Reynolds’ mother 


Windows and ceiling tiles in the school 
soon broke and water rushed in the building. 

“The security guards wouldn't let anyone 
leave because of the storm surge,” said 
Meltz. 

Waves grew to 28 feet high and then 
reached an astonishing 50 feet before the 
hurricane subsided. 

Then finally, around 7:30-8 a.m. one 
morning, Reynolds and family heard the 
fierce winds stop blowing and decided to 
inspect outside damage. 

“We cracked open the door, any every- 
thing was so devastated,” Meltz. “Over 
200- year-old trees were blown down. There 
were pieces of building everywhere, and cars 
in trees. You couldn’t pass down a road.” 

The crowd spent two days at the school 
before anyone came to help. They were all 
still without any water and supplies. 

“It was too dangerous for planes to drop 
supplies and water,” said Meltz. “Then on 
the third day, we were moved to Biloxi High 
School, which was three miles in (from the 
coast).” 

There the school parking lot became a he- 
licopter landing pad, enabling the National 
Guard to fly in medics to help those who 
were injured. 

Everything had to be done by helicopters 
at that point because bridges were gone and 
the streets were covered with debris from 
houses and other buildings. 

“The bridges were gone, they were just 
swept away. They looked like Dominoes 
stacked,” said Meltz. “The sand was washed 
away and there were no structures, not a 
business left, and no homes left.” 

Reynolds’ house appeared to have been 
picked up, turned and placed back on the 
ground. It remained intact for the most part, 
but still unliveable. 

“Our house was twisted, and it had a big 
crack in the foundation,” said Reynolds. 

Everything in the area was destroyed and 
unrecognizable, she said. The area seemed 
vacant. 

“There was no visible sign of anything to 
tell you there was a life on the coast,” said 
Meltz. 

It was believed and estimated that over 
200 people were killed just on the small 
corner where Reynolds family lived. 

Big red X’s painted on the fronts of hous- 
es indicated that it was already searched. 
The date also was put on with numbers next 
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to the X’s signifying the amount of occupants 
plus any dead in that particular house. 

Rescuers searched with dogs trying to 
find anyone still alive. 

“They (rescuers) kept looking for people 
in houses who were suffering,” said Reyn- 
olds. 

Then, the smell of decaying bodies and 
seeing dead people began to overwhelm 
survivors now awaiting rescue. 

“Tt was like a nightmare. It was like some- 
thing out of a movie,” said Lee. 

There was nothing to go back to. All 
houses and businesses were devastated. 

“There was nothing to come home to. You 
didn’t know how you were going to make 
it,” said Harrison. 

Meltz, who worked at the local Grand Ca- 
sino as a cashier, and Harrison, who worked 
at the Keesler Air Force Base, said they both 
lost their jobs. 

“That area is nonexistent now,” said 
Meltz. 

But even though all of Biloxi was demol- 
ished, there was still hope for the Reynolds 
and the other evacuees around them. Hope 
to rebuild their community and start over. 
Many also were just thankful to be alive. 

“You say you don’t have anything until 
you lose it,” said Reynolds. “It’s not about 
material things. It’s about your life and fam- 
ily. That’s big to me. You can’t get your life 
back. You can’t get another one.” 

“It gave a new meaning of life to us,” 
added Harrison. 

Among the hope and thankfulness in the 
Reynolds’ evacuation shelter, strong deter- 
mination was there too. 

“They said we will be back, and be stron- 
ger, and we will do it together,” said Meltz. 

In the aftermath of Katrina and her 
destruction, it was soon estimated by FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Management Agency) 
that it will be at least two years before a com- 
munity will be rebuilt in Biloxi or anywhere 
else along the southeast Gulf Coast. 

“You have to see it for yourself. Nobody 
knows until you actually go there,” said Lee. 

Next, the American Red Cross arrived to 
the Reynolds shelter where everyone was 
registered. It was here that the Reynolds 
finally were able to form a plan for leaving 
Biloxi. 

“My brother found us through the Associ- 
ated Press and located us. He drove down 
there to get us,” said Harrison. 


Meltz also drove her own car back. But 
because of flooding, her car retained some 
salt water and had to be driven very slowly, 
if at all. (It’s now still in the shop.) 

“We came up here quite slowly,” said 
Meltz. 

The whole family, including Reynolds, 
Harrison, Lee, Meltz and Reynolds’ cousin 
Contravis Gordon, all traveled together leav- 
ing Biloxi. Their destination was the home of 


Harrison’s sister, Terri Messmer, who lives in 
Ft. Wayne. 

Out of generosity, Messmer took in her 
family. As soon as they arrived, the family 
thought it was important to begin a new 
life as quickly as possible, and to keep their 
minds off the effects of Katrina. for Reyn- 
olds, this meant getting into a new school 
right away. 

“Tt was important to get her (Reynolds) 
back in school to 
keep her mind off of 
it,” said Harrison. 

The Ft. Wayne 
community also has 
made it easier for the 
family’s new start. 

“We are so grate- 
ful for the commu- 
nity and schools. 
Ciara’s (school) fees 
were waived and 
they told us to come 
and start now,” said 


ase 


Meltz. 

Every state in the U.S. in some capacity 
has helped Katrina victims get back on their 
feet, from donating money and supplies, to 
actually going to the Gulf Coast to help. 

Some businesses also helped to accommo- 
date Katrina victims, telling them to write at 
the top of a job applications that there were a 
Katrina victim to find jobs more easily. 

“They have given us soup, bedding and 
clothing. The contribution has been over- 
whelming,” said Meltz. 

Reynolds was officially enrolled at 
Northrop the first Friday of September. She 
attended a football game that same day. 

“T also met a best friend Candace (Causey, 
a freshman) on the first day of school,” said 
Reynolds. The girls have third-period choir 
together. Reynolds also became friends right 
away with freshman Sabra Shade. 

At times stuggling a bit with such a quick 
transition and a new life, Reynolds said 
little by little she is moving on. She said she 
enjoys going to a bigger mall. She’s also glad 
to watch movies again with friends, 
just as she did in Biloxi. 

“It’s hard but I know it’s for the 
better,” said Reynolds. 

“Even though we don’t have as 
much now, we have came a long 


wy 


Way. 


“They 
have given 
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MaryKay Meltz (Reyn- 
olds’ grandmother) and 
uncle are the ones to 
actually drive the 
family out of Biloxi and 
to Ft. Wayne. They had 
to drive very slowly to 
not damage the engine, 
which at first was in 
danger of dying from 
too much salt water. 
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As a result of Katrina’s aftermath, Reynolds (left) lost contact with 
several of her Mississippi friends. She still has no contact with most 
of them. But now at Northrop, she said she’s starting to make new 
friends, including freshman Candace Causey (right). 
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clothing. 
The 
contribution 
has been 
overwhelm- 
ing.” 

-MaryKay Meltz, 
Reynolds’ grandmother, 
on the Ft. Wayne 


hospitality shown her 
family since Katrina 
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Brotherly love 


Wassell brothers double 
trouble for SAC opponents 


SARAH LEAVELL 


a eee 


enior John Wassell and his brother, junior Craig Wassell, share 
more than just a last name. Lately, they’ve made a name for 
themselves on the tennis court. 
As a pair, they were both recently named second-team All- 
SAC. This season, they also helped the Bruins to another winning 
season, 11-4 overall. Together, the sibling duo expanded their pres- 
ence on the court making them a boys’ tennis force in the area. 


WB? What is it like playing doubles with your brother? 
JW: It’s a mix of fun, and frustration. - 
CW: It’s a lot of fun because we work well together. 

WB? If you could have one of your brother’s assets what would it 
be? 

JW: He has better ground strokes than me. 

CW: I'd probably want his mental game, the way he gets into it. 
WB? Why did you decide to play together? 

JW: We were just put together. 

CW: Because we’d be the strongest people to play doubles, and we 
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work well together. 
WB? When did you start playing together? 

JW: For the season, in August. 

CW: We used to hit around on a tennis court by our house and 
once we started playing for Northrop, we then started to play on 
a regular basis. 

WB? How do you motivate each other? 

JW: We try to encourage each other whether or not we win the 
point. 

CW: After each point is over, we either encourage each other or 
work to improvise our strategy. 

WB? As players, how are you similar? different? 

JW: We’re both aggressive at the net. I also talk more than he does. 
CW: My brother talks more than me and is more energetic. I’m 
more of the quiet one. I just try to be aggressive. 

WB? How has your brother made you a better player? 

JW: I’ve learned to be patient and trust my partner. 

CW: He has drilled with me, encouraged me and strengthened 
my mental game. 

WB? How do you feel about being named second team All- 
SAC? 

JW: We were hoping for first team, but it’s still awesome to be all 
conference. 

CW: | feel pretty good about it. It’s definitely an accoomplishment 
and I hope to receive it next year. 


Doubles duo: Senior John Wassell (left) and his junior brother Craig 
(top) were both recently named second-team All-SAC in doubles 
play. The sibling pair also helped the boys’ tennis team to another 
winning season and 11-4 overall. Although Craig calls himself the 
quiet one, he still hopes to be more aggressive than his brother. 
“He does have better ground strokes,” said John. 
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Knudson resigns as girls’ track 
coach; wants more family time 


NICK EHLERDING 


ith six consecutive state titles under his belt, head girls’ track coach 
We Knudson officially announced he’s stepping down. However, 
Knudson will stay on the staff as an assistant coach. 

“T didn’t think twice. It wasn’t that hard, because of my son,” said Knudson. 

Knudson led the girls’ track team to six consecutive state titles between 
2000-2005. This is the longest of any girls’ track program in Indiana, and sec- 
ond to Gary Roosevelt High School's nine straight boys’ titles in the 1980s. 

“We have a very strong program because Tom did an excellent job. I hate to 
see him go,” said athletic director Mike McMillen. 

“T will always be tied. I will always be in the association,” said Knudson. 

The reason why Knudson stepped down as head coach was to spend more 
time with his family. Knudson has already been able to spend more time with 
his son who plays football and baseball as a senior at Dekalb High School. 
Since track is a year-round event, Knudson just didn’t have the time for family. 
But now with his resignation, he can already spend more time. 

“J (already) can see our time increase,” said Knudson, of he and his family. 

As an assistant now, Knudson will continue to work with sprint coach Terry 
Milton and distance-running coach Matt Miller, who also plan to stay for the 
spring. Knudson and Milton, specifically, have taken the girls’ team to not 
only numerous state champions, but also were awarded The News-Sentinel Prep 
Sports Coaches of the Year in 2003. 

“It’s going to be a bit different. We’re all still together,” said Knudson. 
Knudson’s memories as head coach will live in the halls of Northrop for- 
ever, especially the team photos of his six championship teams displayed in the 

commons. The state championship banners also will continue to hang in the 
gym. He said his own personal memories also consist of seeing kids become 
successful, and seeing grauated athletes successful in college and beyond. 
Besides coaching, 
he’s also served as a 
worker at other big 
track meets, includ- 
ing the NCAA Track 
and Field Champion- 
ship, the World Indoor 
Championship, Big Ten 
meets, as well as being 
a starter several times. 

But what of his best 
memory in the end? 

“My first state 
championship (at 
Northrop) has to rank 
up there,” he said. 

In the spring, 
Northrop will still 
have star seniors 
Brittany Herron and 
Faith Sherrill. Herron 
has run track since 
her freshman year as 
well as cross-country. 
Sherrill has been on the 
team as a shot-put and 
discus thrower. 

“We will be suc- 
cessful if we put ina 
lot of hard work,” said 
Herron. 
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After a historic six straight state championships, from 
2000-2005, Tom Knudson is stepping down as head 
girls’ track coach. His plan is to spend more time with 
family. While at Northrop, he also coached girls’ cross- 
country. He also plans to keep teaching science. 
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Be a good sport 


14 Gri Snider!” Just one phrase found on signs 


in the halls of Northrop. Unsportsmanlike? 
Shirts, signs, announcements and hall post- 
ers all tell that Northrop is the best, and that we’re going 
to win. Announcements also say how well our teams did, 
and how we should do in upcoming games. 

But when it comes to shirts and signs, do they become 
unsportsmanlike when filled 
with messages that say to beat 
one of our opponents? Or is it 
just healthy rivalry between 
schools, all in good fun? 

In my opinion, yes. It’s all 
in good fun. A healthy rivalry 
that makes the Northrop sports 
oe world a little more interesting. 

‘ Take Tailgate Club shirts for 
instance. The original shirts 
read “Snider Sucks” on the 
back, cleverly hidden in the art. 
But then they were no longer 
allowed and a second round of shirts had to be ordered. 
The words were taken out and art on the back changed. 

Many students, and even some of the faculty, thought 
the original shirt was funny and just part of the rivalry. 
Administration thought differently, saying it created a 
poor image for Northrop in addition to being unsports- 
manlike. 

Because of this situation, the Tailgate Club president 
was suspended from tailgating and from the Snider 
game. But then, ironically, it was okay for the Snider fans 
to hang a sign at the Northrop-Snider game that read, 
“Our stadium until you beat us, 72-0.” The sign never 
came down the entire game. 

Isn’t that considered unsportsmanlike, or is that just a 
healthy rivalry? 

Back to hallway signs, such as “Smash Snider!” and 
“Beat the Trojans!” earlier this season. In a way, isn’t that 
saying we’ re better than everyone else? And if so, why 
isn’t that considered unsportsmanlike? 

My freshman year, I played basketball. One of our 
games was against a school in the area, but outside of Ft. 
Wayne. Before the game started some of our players got 
upset due to what they felt were rude (and racist) 
remarks against Northrop. I didn’t believe them until 
I got onto the court. I then heard the trash-talking and 
some of rudeness for myself. 

Real trash-talking is unsportsmanlike all on its own. 
It’s not the typical “You guys stink,” etc. Instead there 
was true derogatory language, and some toward African- 
American players on our team. 

The referees at that game did apologize to our play- 
ers. Still, the comments were made and no amount of 
apologizing could make it right. This situation definitely 
crossed the line into true unsportsmanlike conduct. 

In the end, it’s important to remember: Be a good 
sport, and stop worrying about little petty razzing be- 
tween rivals. Instead, start coming down hard on the big 
things, like if a player is down and someone kicks them, 
or players yelling at the referees. Not for just a couple 
words or signs that for the most part are harmless. 
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Bruins, Moldovan 
runners-up at regional 


The Big Orange 
Pack recently 
placed second 
at the Bellmont 
regional. Junior 
Bobby Moldovan 
also was run- 
ner-up among 
individuals. 

Moldovan’s 
second place 
finish helped the 
team to its 18th 
regional title with 
47 points. 

With this 
performance, 
Northrop is now 
off to semistate 
held this Saturday 
at IPFW. 

Moldovan, ju- 
nior Brett Rahrer, 
and sophomore 
Sam Bird are 
favored to make 
state. The team 
also if it has a strong semistate showing. 

Moldovan continues to be a top area run- 
ner. At the SAC meet, he won with a time of 
15:51. The Bruins as a team also took second. 
Bird came in fifth at SAC, and senior Jordan 
Page eighth. 

The state meet will be held at Indiana 
State University in Terre Haute, Indiana, on 
Oct 29. 


Top area runner, junior 
Bobby Moldovan, was 
recently named All-SAC 
and soundly won the 
SAC meet with a time 
of 15:51. Moldovan and 
the boys’ cross-country 
team are now headed to 
semistate Saturday at 
IPFW. 


Girls’ golf ends 4-8, 
Monk tops own record 


The girls’ golf team officially wrapped up 
its season at the East Noble sectional with 
a tie for sixth place. This brings the Bruins’ 
final overall record to 4-8. 

Leading the Bruins all season was senior 
Shaina Monk. At sectionals, Monk shot an 88 
which was better than her previous personal 
best of 90. 

“My goal was to break 90, and I finally 
did it at sectionals,” said Monk. 

Freshman Kylee Wierks also shot a per- 
sonal best at sectionals, and was only one 
person away from making it to regionals. 

“At the end of the day we did the best 
that we could have done,” said head coach 
Dan Gibson, 

“Overall, we did better than last year. Our 
goal was to get below 400, and we did that 
by the time we got to sectionals.” 


10'/ SPORTS 


me 7S 
m 
Zz 
is) 
> 
is 
be 
_@ 
Be 
iS 
a 
ie) 
a 


Volleyball heads to 
sectionals; 12-2 
in SAC 


The volleyball team has extended 
it’s record to 12-2. The teams only losses 
have come from Snider, and Bishop Lu- 
ers. 

Northrop also had it’s sectionals 
on Oct. 18. Teams in the conference in- 
cluded: Snider, North Side, South Side, 
Homestead, and Huntington North. 

“T really feel confident, as long as our 
team comes together,” said senior Kayci 
Cowgill. 


Girls’ soccer 8-7-1; 
Freygang scores 10 


Girls’ soccer ended its SAC season 
with a final record of 8-7-1. 

“Overall we played well, so we 
should do well in sectionals,” said 
head coach Brian Booker. 

Junior Katie Freygang scored 10 
goals for the regular season, a new 
record for the most goals scored by one 
player. 

“We reached our main goal of play- 
ing to the best of our abilities by the 
end of the season,” said Booker. 

The girls’ final SAC game was 
against Dwenger. They lost a hard 
fought game by a score of 4-0. 

In sectional play, the Bruins beat 
Dekalb in the first round, 1-0. Junior 
Ally Dove scored the Bruins’ lone goal. 


Boys’ tennis 11-4; 
Oren first All-SAC 


Boy’s tennis finished its season 
with a final overall record of 11-4. 

The team also finished second in 
the SAC with sophomore Caleb Oren 
being named first-team All-SAC as a 
singles player. 

“T had a lot of matches that I 
should have won, but I beat Dwenger 
and they’re a really hard team to 
beat,” said Oren, of his season high- 
lights. 

“They did better than I could have 
imagined,” said head coach Shane 
Crager, on the team’s overall season 
performance. 

Senior John Wassell and junior 
brother Craig Wassell also made sec- 
ond-team All-SAC in doubles play. 
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Football ends 3-6 after 
North Side win 


The Bruin football team ended its regular 
season with a win over North Side, 20-13. 

Bruin touchdowns came from senior Emil 
Fikes, junior Quentin Walker, and senior 
James Hopkins on a 25-yard run. Seniors 
Darraill Williams and Fikes also contributed 
a 2-point conversion each after the second 
and third touchdowns. This win came after 
a hard homecoming loss to Wayne the previ- 
ous week. 

“We pulled together and kept playing the 
game,” said senior linebacker Luke Johnson. 
Though still recovering from an injury, 
senior Chuck Dowdell did start and play 

quarterback against North Side. 

This win brings Northrop’s overall season 
record to 3-6. The Bruins now head to game 
one of the sectional against Homestead, 
Friday at 7 p.m., at Spuller Stadium. 


Boys’ soccer ends 
4-4-1 in SAC; falls in 
sectional first round 


The boys’ soccer team lost a tough sec- 
tional game last week to Snider, 2-1, ending 
its season with a final record of 4-4-1 in the 
SAC, and 4-5-1 overall. 

“It’s hard to lose the best game the 
team’s played all year,” said senior captain 
Ryan Malone, of the sectional game which 
took place at Carroll. 

“It (the season) started off slow but it 
got better as it went,” said Malone. 


Girls’ cross-country 
seventh in sectionals 


The Bruin girls’ cross-country team fin- 
ished seventh recently at the Woodlan girls’ 
cross-country sectional. The overall team 
score was 162. 

Senior Brittany Herron finished eighth in- 
dividually with a time of 15:25. Junior Katie 
Boester finished next for the Bruins in 16:17. 

Since the start of its season, the Bruins 
have placed second in the Jay County Invita- 
tional, 20 out of 28 in the Culver Invitational, 
and 25 out of 37 in the New Prairie Invita- 
tiona. They also compete in the SAC meet. 

“We've continued improvement in our 
race strategy,” said head coach Matt Miller. 

“We're focusing on moving up in the race 
and giving the new runners more experi- 
ence 


Animation at its 


best: Burton 


does it again with Corpse Bride 


nimation has made a big move in our 
A tees and it’s quality just keeps 
increasing. 

One director, Tim Burton, knows what 
he’s doing when it comes to animation. 

Set in Eastern Europe, Tim Burton’s Corpse 
Bride is a tragic tale about a soon-to-be mar- 
ried man and his dead bride. 

The night before his planned wedding, 
Victor johnny Depp) was supposed to 
marry Victoria (Emily Watson). He is over- 
come with wedding jitters, runs out of the 
church into the woods, tries to calm down 
and practice his wedding vows. 

When he finally gets them right, he sits 
his ring on what he thought was a branch 
but is actually a skeleton fingers. Surprise. It 
is Emily, (Helena Bonham Carter, Burton’s 
real life wife) his new corpse bride. After Vic- 
tor and Emily are married, most of the movie 
takes place in the underground world. 

Of course, the best part about this movie 
is Burton’s animation. He did a great job. 

Some of you may be aware of his other 
well-known works: Beetle Juice, Pee Wee’s Big 
Adventure, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and 
the recent Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 
And now Corpse Bride is another movie with 
animation very similar to 1993’s A Nightmare 
Before Christmas. 

Just like Nightmare, Corpse Bride also 
features a few musical scenes with all songs 
by Danny Elfman. He also did songs for 
Nightmare, Sleepy Hollow and Charlie. 

I loved the musical scenes. My favorite 
song in the movie was “Tears To Shed.” All 


of the songs are catchy and it’s great to see 
skeletons dancing and singing. 

The resemblance between Nightmare 
and Corpse Bride was great. It was just 
hard not to compare the two movies. 
When it comes down to it, Nightmare is 
still better. 

The stop-motion animation in this film 
is also amazing. The 
characters’ bodies are 

Check It Out made differently too. 

| Peceges ae For example, instead of 
— popping off the heads 
of puppets for different 
faces, robotic heads are 
used with tiny holes in 
them. A key made for 
the holes then allows 
the faces to be changed. 


; Another good thing 
SARAH about the movie is that 
LEAVELL 


it has a running time of 
74 minutes, so it’s not 
too long or too short. 

The only thing I didn’t really like about 
the movie was Victor’s character. His per- 
fect and shy behavior got on my nerves. 
Victor and Victoria were definitely meant 
to be. She was just as shy and innocent as 
he was, but Emily might have spruced up 
his life. 

Corpse Bride is a must-see. The name 
may seem a little spooky, but it actually 
has some humor in it. Don’t waste your 
time bumming around. Go see this year’s 
top animation movie. A 


Check This Out 


Some more movies to see this fall 


-Chicken Little 


-The Legend Of Zorro 


-Wallace and Gromit: Curse Of The Were-Rabbit 
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Highest-grossing 
animated movies 


1. Shrek 2 


(2004) 


Finding Nemo 


(2003) 


The Lion King 


(1994) 


Shrek 


(2001) 


Monsters, Inc. 


(2001) 


The Incredibles 


(2004) 


Toy Story 2 


(1999) 


Aladdin 


(1992) 


Toy Story 


(1995) 


10. Ice Age 


(2002) 


-source: Exhibitor Relations Co.., Inc. 
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Exorcism of Emily 
Rose scary, realistic 


KATELYN STAYTON 


itting on the edge of my seat in suspense is the feeling I 
got while watching The Exorcism of Emily Rose directed by 


Scott Derrickson. 

Erin Burner (Laura Linney) plays the lawyer defending 
Father Moore (Tom Wilkinson) who is on trail for negligence. 

Emily Rose (Jennifer Carpenter) was off to college on her 
own when one night she was possessed in her dorm room. 

While trying to explain how a 19-year old was possessed, 
the jury thought that Rose was schizophrenic or epileptic. 

Epilepsy is a disorder in the brain that leads to a seizure 
and happens to most people in the mid sixtys. 

Father Moore explains to Burner that the entire case is sur- 
rounded by demons, while Burner tries not to believe him, but 
that night she was awakened at 3 a.m., the same time Rose was 
awakened in her dorm room the night she was possessed. 

The witching hour, at 3 a.m., is said to be the time that Jesus 
was crucified, and also when demons have the most power. 
Also, when awakened at that time, the smell of something 
burning is present. 

The scariest part about the movie was seeing Rose with her 
head practically touching the back of her feet with her pupils 
completely dilated. The demons also make other people’s faces 
turn black. 

Still, the movie is good because of its reality. It was a true 
story and gave feeling of how someone who is possessed 
would act. 

It’s worth the five bucks and is recommended for anyone 
up for a scare. And if one doesn’t believe in supernatural pow- 
ers or the after-life, this movie could change atttitudes on this 
topic. 

Rose did get her wish of having her story told. And it will 
be passed down generation after generation. B 


Appealing characters, 
history in Greatest Game 


TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


caddie, Eddie Lowery (Josh Flitter), in the new fall 
movie release, The Greatest Game Ever Played. 

Eddie might not have been the main character but this little 
guy had a big role, and became quite captivating. 

Eddie is the caddie for amateur golfer Francis Ouimet, (Shia 
LaBeouf) from the Disney movie Holes and television show 
Even Stevens. 

Francis also was a caddie before he started to play golf 
himself. He found a ball one day that had the famous golfer’s 
name Harry Vardon printed on. Vardon (Stephen Dillane) was 
the British Open champion three years running. 

Most of the characters in the movie are strong, except for 
the American golfer, Mr. McDerre. He was a stuck-up Ameri- 
can who thought the U.S. Open should only be for Americans, 
and that Vardon and his partner shouldn’t be allowed to win. 

My favorite character in this movie was of course Eddie. 
The tubby 10-year-old caddie was hilarious. He had many tips 
for Francis, but also was effective as the little smart aleck that 
every movie needs. 

The Greatest Game Ever Played is set in 1913 when golf was 
“a game for gentlemen,” a time when the lower classes of soci- 
ety were only worthy enough to carry the bags of the wealthy. 

Francis was part of the lower class, and was depicted as not 
having a chance to even qualify for the Open. His father, too, 
wasn’t thrilled that he was trying out. 

Eventually Francis makes it to the Open and has a chance 
to play with the greatest golfer in the world, Vardon. 

All in all, the movie is great. It’s a good movie for all ages. 
Moviegoers don’t even have to like the game of golf to enjoy 
this fillm. 

In the words of Eddie: “Read it, roll it, and hole.” A 


L414 R= peasy, lemon squeezy,” said the 10-year-old 


Franz Ferdinand could have it so much better 


KEVIN BARESIC 


The lyrics in some of the songs were lifeless 


too. For example, “Wow, I miss you now,” and 


oping to repeat the hit success 
H: its ‘04 debut album, Franz 

Ferdinand’s sophomore album 
falls a bit short of fan expectations. 

The first five tracks of the bands new 
CD, You Could Have It So Much Better, are 
very good. 

But what happened to the last eight 
tracks? Songs like “Do You Want To” and 
“Evil and A Heathen” sound like oldies 
songs with a sudden funky twist. 

The music and lyrics at the beginning 


good albums do. 


“Come on and kill me now because I’m leaving 
you now” just seemed too lame. 

Franz Ferdinand eventually gave way to bore- 
dom. Yes, the band is talented and they do seek 
to be innovative. Still, it didn’t feel as if the group 
was really into their music. They weren’t telling 
enough stories or revealing much emotion, which 


No offense to Franz Ferdinand fans, but this 
second CD lacked substance, mainly with its lyr- 
ics and ability to keep a listener involved. 

Musically though, especially at the start, it was 


of the CD were decent. But the second half fairly strong. I did catch myself playing a little air 


wasn’t so great. 
It felt as though once the band made a 


guitar while listening to “This Boy.” 

In the end, and despite its shortcomings and a 
few good songs they just ran out of good _few “filler” songs, it’s not that bad of an album if 
ideas. you're a true punk rock fan. C- 


Franz Ferdinand’s second 
album, You Could Have It So 
Much Better falls short of its hit 
debut album. 
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Rolling Stones roll along 
with A Bigger Bang 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


Brian Jones, Bill Wyman and Charlie Watts, have 
been rockin’ out America with their blues-rock 
music since the early 1960s. 

Now, their newest album, A Bigger Bang, leans 
toward a slower and somewhat sadder mood overall. 
It is mostly about losing the love of your life, and try- 
ing to find yourself at the same time. 

The Stones performed for the first time on July 
12, 1962, at the Marquee Club in London. Their first 
American hit came in 1964. It was a cover of Buddy 
Holly’s “Not Fade Away ” that reached no. 3 on the 
charts. Their first and one of their top albums was then 
Hot Rocks 1964-1971. 

The Stones’s tough, bad-boy reputation back in 
London raised them to popularity here in the U.S. 

For the past 40 years, the Rolling Stones have pro- 
duced many hit singles and albums. The band also has 
a pattern of bluesy rock music since the ‘60s, which is 
still apparent in most of their new songs. 

But on the new CD, for example, there were fre- 
quent pauses between each word that seemed to last 
forever. The intent was for a deeper and more soulful 
blues mood, but the result instead was a feeling of the 
music droning on. 

As far as lyrics, the band seeks and in some ways 
achieves a kind of poetry. For example, track 12, 
“Laugh, I Nearly Died,” has lead vocalist Jagger sing- 
ing, “I’ve been to Africa looking for my soul, and I feel 
like an actor looking for a role.” 

Throughout this song, Jagger sings of places all over 
the world where he would rather be, which basically 
means anywhere besides where he is now. The song 
talks of finding yourself and learning more about who 
you are. Then later in the song, he sings, “I’m so sick 
and tired trying to turn the tide, yeah, so I’ll say my 
goodbye. Laugh, laugh, I nearly died.” A sad message, 
but an example of most of the Stones’s effective lyrics. 

This album does have a lot of poetry in it, which 
is good, and even more so if reading the lyrics while 
listening. Still, the long and frequent pauses makes it 
more difficult for the average listener. 

As poets and artists The Rolling Stones and A Big- 

ger Bang are great. 
But as music per- 
formers, on this CD 
anyway, they can 
go back to the Stone 
Age. C- 


ik Rolling Stones, Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, 


The Rolling Stones, 
bring back their 
legendary rock 
sound in Bigger 
Bang. 


New 

IPod Nano 
cornering 
the market 
on tiny 


NICK STIEBER 


he TV ads say it’s “impos- 
sibly small,” and can replace 
the iPod mini. 

Say hello to iPod Nano, the 
newest addition to Apple’s line of 
iPods, released early last month. 

According to store.apple.com, 
Nano boasts an extremely light 
weight of 1.5 ounces and a width of 
0.27 inches. That’s about the same 
weight as a handful of change and 
the width of a pencil. 

The new iPod also features a 
1.5-inch color display that allows for 
the easy navigation of menus, along 
with the viewing of album art and 
up to 25,000 photos. Photos can also 
be arranged into slideshows that can 
be played while listening to music, 
as with the standard iPod. 

The most notable feature of Nano 
is its skip-free playback. This means 
that whether one is jogging or doing 
anything else that requires constant 
movement, music will never skip a 
beat. 

Perks of Nano’s small size, how- 
ever, are compromised and out- 
weighed by its low song capacity. 

Compared to Apple’s standard 
iPod, Nano comes up short in the 
memory department. Nano has a 
song capacity of 1,000 songs with a 
price of about $249, but the standard 
iPod has a capacity capable of hold- 
ing 4,000 more songs than Nano, for 
just $50 more. 

The total weight of Nano and the 
standard iPod aren’t that different. 
Nano weighs in at 1.5 ounces, com- 
pared to the regular iPod weight of 
5.9 ounces. 

As far as battery life is concerned, 
Nano has a total charge time of three 
hours with a maximum playback 
time of 14 hours of music, and up to 
four hours of slideshows. The stan- 
dard iPod can play one hour longer 
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The iPod Nano is the newest addition 
to Apple iPod line. It only weighs 1.5 
ounces and holds 14 hours of music. 


in both areas. 

Buyers beware though. When it 
comes to battery life, all models of 
iPod have a built in lithium battery 
that has a limited number of charge 
cycles that can be endured before it 
needs to be replaced. The lifespan of 
the battery all depends on the amount 
of use and the settings the user has in 
place. 

Nano also comes packaged with 
earbud headphones, a USB 2.0 cable, 
a dock adapter, a QuickStart guide 
and a CD to download iTunes into 
your computer. 

Apple’s iPod is supported by 
iTunes, where customers can browse 
and download purchased songs and 
audiobooks, along with free podcasts, 
in the largest music store on the inter- 
net. 

Consumers wishing to use ilunes, 
Nano or any other iPod for that 
matter, must have a PC with a USB 
2.0 port and Windows 2000, Service 
Pack 4 or Windows XP Service Pack 2 
installed in their systems. 

Overall, Nano is mainly for those 
who are constantly active and are 
content with 1,000 songs in an “im- 
possibly small” music player. 
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Time to break away from media control 


STAFF 


aking up in the morning, 
many teens in America 
think about what they’re 


going to wear that day, many outfits 
being planned even around what 
was on the red carpet that month. 

But who’s defining what’s in and 
what isn’t? And if it really is the 
media, why are we letting ourselves 
be so influcenced? 

Imitating outfits right out of the 
pages of Seventeen, Teen People or the 
latest magazine, teens often plan 
their clothing choices, for example, 
around what the media tells them is 
trendy. 


News reports, too, can be just 
as persuasive. But what most 
Americans won’t admit is that it’s 
not always the other guy. Everyone’s 
in on it, so it seems. People wake 
up, drink their coffee while flipping 
through the newspaper, or get in 
their cars and listen to their radio, 
then rushing home from work to 
catch the 5 p.m. news. 

The What's Bruin? staff agrees 
that news is good. In fact, we all 
need be more informed. But when 
information and trends override 
thinking for oneself, then people are 
giving up having a mind of their 
own. 

Yes, most ideas originate from the 


media. We have to get information 
from somewhere. But, information 
and influence should be two 
different things. 

When we blindly accept and 
don’t draw our own conclusions, 
teen or adult, we hand the media 
too much power. Furthermore, if we 
didn’t let every news report or trend 
dictate what we think, then maybe 
the media could get back to more 
objective reporting once again. 

News, fashion, celebrities, etc., 
are around every corner we turn, but 
know that individuals still have the 
ability to control what they think. 

What's Bruin? believes that 
listeners, viewers and readers of 
media (even readers 
of What’s Bruin?) 


S MAME. 
Yai 
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need to think for 
themselves, and stop 
being so gullible. 

The majority of 
staff also believes that 
people who blindly 


accept things only 


provoke the media 
to have too much 
power. 

It’s okay to stay up 
on things. We should. 
This can push us ina 
good direction. 

But after watching 
or reading or 
hearing something, 
draw your own 
conclusions. Think 
for yourself and 
decide which way to 
go (even after reading 
this editorial). 

You need to 


make your own 
decisions, not the 


latest CNN report or 
Abercrombie & Fitch 
ad. 


WB? / OCT. 2005 


Teens: Time to get 
responsible with 
money 


enjamin Franklin once said, “A penny saved is a penny 
B earned.” But do the teenagers of today still follow this 

philosophy? The answer for many teens today is no. But 
there is always hope. 

Growing up, many parents probably gave their children 
allowances, but never more than $10, $20 or $30 over a period of 
time. The goal of the parents was to see if their young child could 
manage their own money. However, at a young age many children 
ignorantly spend this money on candy, toys, and other useless 
objects that upon looking back was a waste of money. 

Now at much younger ages, it often isn’t the child’s fault, 
because the child often doesn’t know any better. But left 
unchecked, by the age of 10 or higer, that same child now has no 
clue how to manage his finances. The result is irresponsibility. 

These days many high school students do have more 
responsibilities such as paying for clothing, CDs, and other 
popular things with their money. To do this, many students get 
a job. But, high school students don’t have the 
high-paying jobs that supports anything their 
hearts desire. In fact, many students only have 
jobs that give them very few hours and pay only 
a little over minimum wage. 

Trying to manage your finances is such a 
burden, but it doesn’t have to be. 

With gas prices at an all-time high, many 
students also are being forced to either be more 
cautious in their savings, or find a better and 
more affordable way of transportation to take 
ZACH them to their destination. 

NORRIS Just about everything in the world costs 
money, which makes it even more important to 
know how to manage your own finances. 

For those students who have, and more importantly commit 
to a budget, I say well done. But for those who try to make it from 
paycheck to paycheck, there is still hope. It is very important to 
create a practical budget for yourself. If you can accomplish this, 
then you will find that your life will be a whole lot easier. It would 
also be helpful if students start saving their money. Truly saving 
their money. This way they wouldn’t have to worry. 

Even though it may not be a popular opinion to some, Personal 
Finance is a class offered here at Northrop in the business 
department. I feel it should be made mandatory, or at the very least 
strongly recommended. 

In a time where the price of everything is rising, it is a better to 
start saving money now, then make and follow a budget. 

Clearly not all students are irresponsible when it comes to 
managing money, but many come close. 

Now that most of our parents have stopped giving an allowance 
and, more or less, making us take care of ourselves, high school 
students are beginning to realize that managing their money can 
be difficult, especially with the high prices and many temptations 
that are available in society. 

Still, we must start preparing for our future, whether it is with 
new cars or planning for college. We can take that first step and 
start living as Ben Franklin’s famous quote says. 


Intention 
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Mandatory Pledge 
violates democratic 
ideals 


his year, the Indiana state senate passed a law requiring the 
Pledge of Allegiance to be recited daily in public schools, but 


allows students the right to opt out of reciting it. 

However, the law still requires students and teachers alike to 
stand when the Pledge is said. 

Did I fall asleep and wake up in a fascist America? We are now 
required to stand even if we choose to opt out? 

Some might say, “Yeah, so what? It’s just standing, it’s not a big 
deal.” But that’s just it. It is a big deal, because the right to dissent 
in this country, if our consciences direct, is just as valuable as the 
right to enact laws and enforce them. 

We cannot give up this freedom. The right to require the Pledge 
is fine, but if there’s going to be a right to opt out, then if should be 
all the way. 

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution states: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 

It seems our Indiana legislature overlooked 
the part that refers to “abridging the freedom of 
speech.” This part of the First Amendment refers 
iat not only to verbal speech, but also non-verbal 
y speech, which can include action or inaction. 

j The new law requiring standing during the 
Pledge is a violation of our constitutional rights. 
NICK Mandatory patriotism is not what the 
STIEBER founding fathers had in mind when they created 
this country. In fact, it was one of the very things 
they were trying to escape from, under the 
English monarchy. 

This law has put to shame everything America stands for in an 
attempt to show pride. 

Once a government starts to slash the basic rights of the people, 
a downward spiral is sure to follow. 

Think about it. If this law is let to slide through congresses and 
courts, then what part of the First Amendment will be butchered 
next? The freedom of the press, maybe? If so, you can say goodbye 
to any future issues of What’s Bruin? 

A symbolic standing during the Pledge because a law forces 
it means nothing at all. It only means that the Indiana congress 
apparently now has the same power that the American colonists 
fought against 229 years ago. 

It is sad to think that true patriots must now sit down to show 
their respect for America, instead of standing up for their rights. 

So, the next time after you finish saying (or not saying) the 
Pledge, and during your moment of silence, think about whether 
our state legislature is truly doing their job in the interests of 
“liberty and justice of all.” 

Peaceable redress of grievances by mail can be made to 
the following Ft. Wayne state senator office: Senator David C. 
Long, Indiana State Senator, District 16, 200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 46204. 


Common 
Sense 
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teen 
fashion 
cross the 
line? 


“When you wouldn’t wear 
it in front of your family or 
people you respect.” 


-senior Kiersten Alexander 


“When you see too much 
skin, which becomes too 
inappropriate for school.” 


-junior Nick Jenks 


“When people start wearing 
tank tops and other clothing 
that is too short.” 


-sophomore Alisa Hubartt 


“It doesn’t. People should 
be allowed to wear what 
they want.” 


-freshman Robert Shirey 
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Teenagers need fo 
think about others 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


hen I don’t get what I want, usually I’m going 
W: try to do whatever it takes to get my way. 
Or should I? ; 

If my mom says, “No you're not going out with 
friends,” or the famous saying, “Get off your cell phone,” 
then I become a not-so-happy camper. She even goes as 
far as taking the phone away. Then my life seems like it 
is completely over. 

I’ll admit that I’m somewhat spoiled. But when 
thinking about it, is it just me? Or could it be every other 
teenager and adult that won’t stop complaining about 
little things in life that truly don’t matter? 

Not to long ago a horrible thing happened to 

America. Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and 
completely wiped out the southeast Gulf Coast. 
While the news was on most felt terrible, but as soon as 
the news was off, some talked about it for two minutes 
then went back to their so-called issues. But with all the 
things going on in my life, all the concern went back to 
me. 

Now if you’re thinking about how selfish that is, 
you're correct. 

Selfishness is too easy. Talking about yourself and 
what's going on personally is much easier than going 
out on a Saturday morning to do some volunteer work. 
When thinking about it, why are people the way they 
are? There really is no clear answer. 

Nobody should feel good about not helping out his or 
her fellow man. But, if people want to help out with the 
hurricane relief, etc., they should do things like giving up 
a weekend to do some volunteer work at The American 
Red Cross, or give a dollar here and there to the grocery 
stores that are collecting money. Kohl’s, for example, is 
giving people a discount for giving up clothes that are 
sitting in their closets and not being worn anymore. 

That’s a good deal, right? Or is that selfish too? It can 
be if you’re only giving up the things you don’t care 
about anyway--your alleged “trash.” 

Doing good and genuinely feeling sorry for those hurt 
is a good thing. But why can’t society do this when there 
isn’t a disaster? 

Today’s society is quite disappointing in many 
aspects. It seems people are only willing to help others 
when there’s a big disaster, and no other time. 

If teens and adults stopped thinking about the petty, 
little things in life that truly don’t matter--such as not 
getting to go out with friends when you want, or getting 
a cell phone taken away--life could be much better. Then 
just maybe people won't be selfish and inconsiderate of 
others in the world or in their school. 

It seems like people only want to help when 
something bad happens. Maybe it’s because it’s trendy in 
these moments. Let’s not make helping out a thing that 
happens only when a disaster, like Katrina, occurs. 

Let it be something to do because we live ina 
community with people who need our help on a daily 
basis, and because we aren’t too lazy to do something 
that will actually better the world. 


Are tattoos and piercings too 
unprofessional for the job world? 


ARIEL CASE 


The teenager waited patiently and nervously in the room 
impending his first job interview. 

When the manager opened the door, he was mainly focused on 
the tattoo crawling up her face and the piercings on her tongue and 
lip. The teen’s work qualities took a back seat at the moment. 

In the interview, the potential employee tried to market 
herself as a product, and have the best image possible. But to the 
interviewer, that meant not having facial piercings and visible 
tattoos. Before the interview ended, the employer already made up 
his mind based on appearance alone: Next. 

Employers are more apt to hire a person who looks the most 
appropriate for a job. Wearing piercings and having visible tattoos 
is almost always read by the employer as being unprofessional. 

Fashion statements can often cross the line of personal 
expression to potentially career-damaging creativity. Although most 
body art is decorative and creative, fashion is not its only purpose. 
Tattoos can have religious meaning or be a part of spiritual practice. 

Stated on most applications, the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), employers are allowed to 
impose dress codes and appearance policies as long as they don’t 
discriminate a person’s race, color, religion, age, national origin, or 
gender. Furthermore, if an employer wants to have an employee’s 
piercings removed or tattoos covered, they have that right. 

As a person shops and needs help finding something, they are 
less likely to approach an employee with piercings and tattoos for 
help. Customers might feel threatened or uncomfortable around 
this employee and start looking for a new person for help. 

According to www.salary.com, 42 
percent of managers said their opinion 
of someone would be lowered by that 
person’s visible body art. Eighty-one 
percent of respondents thought that 
piercings in places other than the ears 
are unprofessional, and 76 percent said 
visible tattoos are unprofessional. 

Facial jewelry has also been related to 
potential safety hazards within certain 
jobs according to the U.S. Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), a government agency designed 
to protect workers on the job. 

Piercings and especially body art are 
almost always viewed as a negative thing 
in the professional world. 

And although the corporate world 
is beginning to loosen up a bit, not all 
businesses are ready for studded and 
inked employees. 

Yes, there are always opportunities to 
flaunt personal styles outside of work. 
But on the job, keep it covered or get rid 
of it. 
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It’s your body, you can do what you want with it. And you 
should be able to get as many tattoos and piercing as you wish 
without the fear of it affecting a job you apply for. 

These things are not unprofessional by any means. Employers 
need to stop being so picky and looking down on others. It’s their 
decision to look the way they do, not yours. 

If a person has a problem with someones tattoos and/or 
piercings then they need to learn how to deal with it because that 
person is not going away anytime soon. 

If a client doesn’t like the way a person, they are doing business 
with looks, the client can request that they don’t work with them in 
the work place. They need to realize that outside of work they may 
need to deal with them, so why should it matter so much? 

The way someone looks doesn’t reflect the way a business 
operates. The way a business operates is based on the way 
employees do their job. An employee should be judged on their job 
skills and not how their skin looks. 

In a recent survey of 500 employers conducted online by www. 
vault.com, only 3 percent said they would hire someone with 
visible tattoos and piercings, 38 percent said it had no effect on their 
decision, and 58 percent said they would not hire that person. 

Five hundred different employers were asked if they would hire 
someone who has concealed tattoos and piercings. Sixteen percent 
said that they would be more likely to hire that person, 11 percent 
said that they would be less likely to hire the individual, and 72 
percent said that it would not have an effect on their decision. 

So in order to get a “dream job” or a job alone, art has to be 
covered up? Employers need to stop basing 
their decisions on skin. 

If a person with a lot of tattoos that is 
qualified and a person without any tattoos 
that isn’t qualified both apply for the same 
job, does the person without the tattoos 
get the job because they look “clean” even 
though they aren’t qualified? 

“T believe tattoos are a revelation into a 
person’s soul. A reflection of who we are. | 
have provided you insight into who I am by 
putting it on my skin, and it is art,” stated an 
employee on the Vault.com message board. 

People without tattoos need to start giving 
those people with tattoos the same respect 
that they would like to receive. No one said 
that they had to agree with them, but respect 
does go along way. 

Employers need to be glad they have 
found someone qualified for the job, but also 
someone willing to let people see them for 
who they are. Twenty years ago this may not 
have been accepted, but this is not then. 

This is part of America’s ever changing 
culture. Accept it or not. 
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ee Ita nt 
Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

5931 STONEY CREEK DR. 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


534 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 SF- (260) 489-7100 
WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 


Activities For the Fall 
from 


Georgetown Bowl Village Bowl | 
ONLY Pipl 6770 E. State Blvd, 1710 Bluffton Rd 
749-9619 0611 | 


MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 
ALSO 


Youth and Adult/Youth 
leagues are being formed 
at times throughout the year 
call for information 
3:00 TO 5:00 PM 


adres ee SHOE RENTAL. Georgetown Bowl Village Bowl 
FT DRINK 6770 E. State Blvd. 1710 Bluffton Rd 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student newsmagazine of 
Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May--usually in the last 
half of the month 


UPON publication, What's Bruin? can be found in marked 
blue tubs in the commons 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE! 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO TAKE 
ONE EACH MONTH AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers who wish to 
publish ads--NOW IN COLOR or black/white--20-30% 
DISCOUNTS are also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 447-2370 weekdays 
between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m.--or by visiting Room D111 
during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High School Press 
Association (IHSPA), National Scholastic Press Association 
(NSPA) and Quill and Scroll Society 


Junior Bobby Moldovan 
gave it all he had to 
steal an eighth-place 
state finish for the 
boys’ cross-country 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


team. The whole team, 


\ A B&B represented by seven 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL é —~ runners, competed at 
NOV. 2005 - —— = state as well. 


BOP returns to state finals 


Have Bruins crossed the line with 
how much time they spend online and in front 
of the TV? 


_» Boys’ cross-country makes state; 
Maltoran leads finishing eighth 


- A review of Keith Urban’s recent 
concert 


WB? honors the legacy of Rosa 
Parks 


“| was excitedie} 
year and it wagig 


-junior Bobby Moldovan, on his 
reaction to making it to state 


eS 
O 
oe 
=) 
=| 
OF 
as 
=e 
a 
Z 
WwW) 
SZ 


WB? STAFF - ARIEL CASE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - SANTANNA RAMSEY NEWS EDITOR - KEVIN BARESIC INSIGHT EDITOR - 

TELYSHA RICHARDSON SPORTS EDITOR - SARAH LEAVELL PREMIERE EDITOR - ZACH NORRIS FORUM EDITOR - KATELYN STAYTON COVER EDITOR - 

NICK EHLERDING, BRITTAINY ELLIS, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, AMANDA HERRINGTON, ACA’SHA TERNET, NICK STIEBER STAFF REPORTERS - ARIEL CASE, 
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WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF SAID 
WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS TO 
ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PERSONAL ATTACKS. WB2 IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING 

OF FT. WAYNE , INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE. 


-COVER PHOTO OF JUNIOR DUSTIN FAUROTE BY NICK EHLERDING 


WB? / NOV. 2005 TABLE OF CONTENTS / 3 


ft. as i ated tt - \y 


Ts 


BOP returns to state, takes ninth 


SARAH LEAVELL 


t’s been three years since BOP partici- 
pated in state competition. But not 
anymore. 

On Oct. 22, BOP took its Northrop pride 
to downtown Indianapolis and the RCA 
Dome where it captured ninth and ended its 
three-year, state no-show streak. 

“Tt was probably one of the greatest 
senses of relief I’ve ever felt,” said BOP 
director Brian Taubert, after hearing that the 
band made it to state. “It’s been good to get 
the ‘monkey’ off my back.” 

One of the toughest parts of state, said 
Taubert, is just making it through regionals. 
Here, only the top five from the north and 
the south move on. 

“We got stronger as we went through the 


performance,” said Taubert, of the band’s 
regional performance at Chesterton. 

“I was worried because they worked so 
hard and I really hoped they weren’t going 
to throw it away.” 

During the week leading to state, BOP 
had to step it up a notch. 

“Practice was a little bit harder because 
they (the directors) wanted us to be great 
instead of good,” said senior trombonist 
Jenny Barrand. “We became more aware. The 
word of the week was awareness.” 

Bruins may have caught a peek of BOP’s 
Fear performance during a football game. 

“Fear is supposed to be scary, dark, big 
and powerful. The other bands are suppose 
to fear us,” said Barrand. 

Most of the music in the show is by 
composer Danny Elfman and was taken 


“Fear is supposed to be scary, 


dark, big and powerfu 


| es 


-senior trombonist Jenny Barrand, on the theme of BOP’s show 
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from the recent movie The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow as well as the recent remake of Psycho. 

Each year, BOP’s shows features somoe 
unexpected surprises. This year that came 
in the form of many screams heard during 
various musical pauses. 

Then came 7:40 p.m., Oct. 22, and BOP 
was first to hit the field in the RCA Dome for 
Class A competition. 

“The looks on everyone’s faces before 
performing (was the best),” said Taubert, of 
the best part of state for him. 

However, on the field it was a different 
story for BOP. 

“Watch the drum major. Look for the 
yellow marks and don’t screw up,” said 
Barrand, recalling what was going through 
her mind while performing. 

BOP operated on a smaller budget 
compared to the other large bands in its 
class, but that didn’t seem to keep it from 
succeeding. In the end, the band received 
ninth place, and gained so much just from 
beiing there. 

“The best part was marching on the 
(Colts) helmet in the dome,” said Barrand. 

“You can’t buy desire,” said Taubert. “But 
they wanted it.” 


When business becomes the enemy 
Fall play, An Enemy of the People, deals with workplace ethics 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


f a town is being secretly poisoned 

and the only one that knows is 

the doctor, should the secret be 
confessed? 

This year’s play, An Enemy of the 
People, written by Henrik Ibsen and 
adapted by Arthur Miller, is a dramatic 
play with a few doses of humor. 

“The only thing I was really 
worried about was making sure people 
had lines memorized only because 
there are a lot more,” said director Tim 
Miller. “Then of course hoping the 
audience gets the play. It’s more heavy 
than what I have ever done.” 

The play takes place in the small 
town of Kirsten Springs where the 
only doctor of the town knows that the 
town’s water supply is being poisoned. 
He and his family are faced with telling 
the town what he knows, or letting 
people get sick and die. 

Dr. Stockmann (senior Joel Grillo) 
must then deal with some conflicts, 
mainly with his sister Alexandra 
Stockmann (junior Caty Deventer) 
because she is the mayor of the town. 
If Alexandra lets the news of the 
poisoned water out, she could have her 
reputation ruined, and the townspeople 
could be taxed more money. 

“I was excited being a lead,” said 
Deventer. “I was excited and nervous.” 

Dr. Stockmann eventually tries to let 
the people know by reporting it in the 
local newspaper and telling the editor 
Ms. Hovstad (senior Shanise Trice). 

Later on in the play, there is a town 
meeting. All the people of Kirsten 
Springs come in and declare him an 
enemy of the people. The meeting also 
gets a little humorous when a drunk 
man (senior Adam Blackburn) breaks 
in and speaks out of order. 

In a cliffhnager ending, all the 
townspeople turn against the doctor 
and his family. Dr. Stockmann’s house 
is gased, and the play comes to a close, 
not knowing if the townspeople come 
out alive or dead. 

For much of the cast, including the 
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to past Northrop productions. 
“This is the most stressful role I ever 


We hee -junior Caty Deventer 
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Semi-formal ‘05 at county fairgrounds 


With a theme of Masquerade, this year’s semi-formal was held at the Allen 
County Fairgrounds on Nov. 5. Here, senior Katlin Organ and date, ‘O05 Northrop 
grad James Holm, share a dance and more conversation. The dance also fea- 
tured the selling of Renaissance-style masks. 


Led by athletic department, Northrop 
adopts Texas high school 


On Sept. 25, 2005, Hurricane Rita hit the Gulf Coast partially destroying 
the Texas town of Beaumont. 

Smaller than Ft. Wayne, Beaumont had to endure all of the hurricane’s 
destruction, resulting in a recent mascot adoption plan, organized for 
the schools at risk. This plan involves a high school adopting another 
somewhere in the country with the same mascot that is in need of assistance. 

Westbrook High School in Beaumont, Texas, was one of those schools at 
risk, losing many supplies and money during the hurricane. And with the 
school having over 2,500 students, they were in need of help. 

Since Westbrook High School students are also Bruins, Northrop, led 
mainly by the athletic department and director Mike McMillen, decided to 
adopt it. 

“I think it’s a great idea. It'll be good just working with them,” said 
McMillen. 

Even though both schools have the same mascot, they don’t have the same 
colors. Westbrook’s colors are royal blue and red. 

Currently, there is a box in the athletic office that contains various 
Northrop items such as hats, shirts, pictures, copies of our school 
newsmagazine and other items. McMillen will be sending this box to 
Westbrook. 

If there are any Northrop organizations who want to send anything else, 
please just take items to the athletic office. Hopefully, in return, Westbrook 
will send items so Northrop can learn more about Westbrook like. 

McMillen is also interested in Northrop students becoming pen pals with 
students at Westbrook. 

If students want more information about this whole process, they should 
see McMillen in the athletic office. 

“Iam sending anything that comes to mind,” said McMillen. 

The Student Athletic Council will also do different fundraising throughout 
the year to earn money for the Texas school. 
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WB? receives Hoosier Star 
Merit Award, state runner-up 


The What’s Bruin? newsmagazine staff recently 
was named a state runner-up and received a Hoosier 
Star Merit Award from the Indiana High School Press 
Association. 

“T was excited because the staff works really hard,” 
said What's Bruin? adviser Pete Baney. “It’s really neat to 
see them get it.” 

Two staff members, seniors Ariel Case and Tim 
Bradburn, also won individual Harvey awards, which 
are given for outstanding work in individual categories. 

Case won a second-place Harvey for communication 
graphics. Bradburn took home second for advertising. 

“This doesn’t happen often, but it’s nice when it 
does,” said Baney. 

All Hoosier Star and Harvey entries were from the 
2004-2005 school year. 


Northrop maintenanace wins 
Clean School Award 


A perfectly manicured lawn, no trash on the 
ground, and freshly mopped floors: Just a few of the 
accomplishments that recently earned the Northrop 
maintenance staff the FWCS Clean School Award. 

“They check the filters, bathrooms, floors, school 
grounds and things like that. It’s an overview of the 
whole school,” said head custodian Steve Mock, on how 
FWCS based the criteria. 

Northrop also received an award in 2003. 


Blood drive collects 67 


Northrop collected 67 pints of blood this year in its 
annual American Red Cross Blood Drive held on Nov. 1 
in the wrestling room. Northrop has held the blood drive 
for over 20 years now. 

Eighty-seven students attended the blood drive, but 
only 67 students could successfully give. This total was 
up from last year. 

“I’m going into the army. I’m just trying to help my 
country out by doing anything that I can do,” said senior 
Joey Mossburg. 

The blood will stay mostly in Northeast Indiana, but 
some of it may go to parts of Ohio. 


Food drive helps poverty 


Northrop recently sponsored a food drive through the 
week of Oct. 31. 

“We ended up filling two full vans that sat 15 seats, 
but we really didn’t know exactly how many cans were 
donated,” said athletic director Mike McMillen. 

The students, clubs and individual teachers at 
Northrop donated a lot of nonperishable items that will 
go to Churches and families in proverty. 

“I was really impressed with how everyone did. I 
found it really good how students would just stop by 
and drop off cans of food,” said McMillen. 


Juniors Bryan Fadus and Dustin 
Faurote test their gaming skills 
in a grueling game of Madden 
NFL 2006. “My mom says | 
spend too much time playing 
video games,” said Faurote. — 


According to 
experts, the average 
American watches 
4 hours and 32 
minutes of I'V per 
day. Then there’s 
Internet and video 
game time. 
Whatever the video 
means, Bruins 
recently proved the 
stats right on. 


KEVIN BARESIC 
KATELYN STAYTON 


WB? / NOV. 2005 


ust as the 2:35 bell was about to 
ring, junior Dustin Faurote couldn’t 
wait to get home, fly through the 
door, click on his PlayStation 2, 
then plop in front of the TV for a few 
hours and another video-game fix. 
“My mom says I spend too much time 
playing video games,” said Faurote. 
Today, teens like Faurote more and 
more are sitting in front of their TVs, 
Internet screens, and video consoles to 


get their game on. 
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Must have control, remote control: 
Senior Ashley Shuler-Carter channel 
surfs often, especially for movies. 

According to a recent survey of Bruins, 
MTV is the most popular TV channel. 


Bruin Video 
BUZZ 


4-5 Hours 
Average time 
spent watching 

TV, playing video 
games, and on the 
Internet 


MTV 
Most popular 
TV channel 


Halo 2 
Most popular video 
game 


MySpace.com 
Most popular 
website 


-survey: 100 Bruins, guy / girl mix 


8 hours 11 minutes 
Average time 


American families 
spend watching TV 
per day 


JESSICA LANNING 


“| schedule my work and 
homework around the show Lost.” 


-junior Dustin Faurote 


SHELBY VORNDRAN 


8 / INSIGHT WB? / NOV. 2005 


JESSICA LANNING 


According to experts, much 
of what teens do, whether they 
realize it or not, is influenced 
by what we see on TV or do on 
video games. 

Almost everyone who 
watches TV has a favorite show. 
Many people, including Faurote, 
are willing to sacrifice their time 
just so they don’t have to wait 
for the re-runs to start. 

“I schedule my work and 
homework around the show 
Lost,” he said. 

According to a mediaweek. 
com poll, the average American 
family watches about 8 hours 
and 11 minutes of television in 
one day. 

This is the highest level since 
TV viewing was first measured 
by mediaweek.com in the 1950s. 

Recently, it has been con- 
cluded that the average person is 
watching 4 hours and 32 minutes 
of television a day. 

At Northrop the average 
amount of time spent watching 
TV surpasses the national aver- 
age, with 5 hours per day. 

“T have more of a life than 
that,” said freshman Cameron 
Kingsbury. 

For the premiere week of the 


Above and right, Freshman gamer Drew 
Lanning spends much of his free time 
with his N64 video system. 


fall TV season there were 6.4 million viewers 
in the U.S. 

Sunday, Monday, Thursday and Saturday 
were the days viewers tuned in the most. 

Video games have also become more and 
more of an addicting hobby among numer- 
ous students at Northrop. 

Faurote, along with freshman Matt Miko- 
lay, play several hours of video games. 

“When I get home I take a nap and then 
play 6 hours of Fifa 2004,” said Mikolay. 

On an average school day Faurote goes 
home to “take a nap, do homework and then 
work or play video games,” he said. 

The new fad for some teens at parties 
is playing video games. Mainly guys, but 
sometimes girls also. 

There are some teens who have tourna- 
ments for Madden NEL 2006. 

With the advances in graphics, RPGs and 
online play, it’s no wonder why they would 
rather play their PS2 or XBOX instead of do- 
ing something more social. 

“My friends call me a nerd,” said Faurote. 

Halo 2 has received a reputation as one of 
the most addicting games on the market. 

In some of the newest sports games, 
players can be the owner of a team, manage 
players, create new superstars and along 
with several other addicting features. 

“It (playing video games) interferes with 
my life,” said Faurote. 

At times Faurote feels like his decision- 
making is affected by what happens in the 
game he plays. 

“Sometimes I take out my problems on 
other people when I play video games be- 
cause I become angry,” he said. 

Even as Faurote plays Madden NFL 2006 
he is easily agitated when his player drops a 
deep pass. 

“Oh not again,” said Faurote after the 
player drops a pass. 

Even though TV and video games can be 
extremely time consuming and fun, teens 
find other ways to entertain themselves such 
as surfing the Internet. 

For junior Kaitlin Boatwright spending 6 
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hours on her computer is an everyday thing. 

“It doesn’t really affect my social life, it 
kind of makes it better because I can talk to 
multiple people at a time,” she said. 

Teens and young adults ages 13 to 24 
spend more time per week on the web (16.7 
internet hours) hours than they do watching 
television (13.6 hours), according to a recent 
Harris Interactive and teenage research un- 
limited poll. 

It’s easier for Boatwright and her friends 
to make plans online than to call everyone 
every 2 minutes. 

Boatwright’s grades haven't been affected 
in a bad way because her grades are impor- 
tant to her. 

“Most of the time I do my homework 
while talking to people online. It helps 
because I can ask people from my class for 
information,” said Boatwright. 

Since then Boatwright has had times 
where she hasn’t been online for a couple of 
months at a time. 

“When I’m on the internet I’m always get- 
ting on AIM and Myspace,” she said. 

Myspace is an online profile where you 
can meet new people, share pictures and 
leave comments for your friends. 

Only 20 months old, Myspace has already 
had fourteen million visitors a month, ac- 
cording to market research Media Metrix 

“Tam always helping my friends design 
their backgrounds and putting music on 
their websites,” said Boatwright. 

If she wasn’t on the internet Boatwright 
would probably be out with friends all the 
time and never be home. 

Boatwright doesn’t believe that adults 
should stereotype teens as the mindless 
video game players and TV bums because 
they still do activities to keep themselves 
busy. 

Boatwright plays rugby in the fall and 
spring twice a week and on her off days she 
jogs with her neighbor and they help each 
other with their sports. 

“It’s not like I’m devoting my life to my 
computer it’s just what I do on my down 
time,” said Boatwright. 
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Along with the other millions of Americans 
online, freshman Corey Venable clicks away at 
her computer on a daily basis. 
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Boatwright doesn’t believe that adults should 
stereotype teens as the mindless video game players 


Like several other Bruins, 
junior Kaitlin Boatwright 


and TV bums because they still do activities to keep spends much of her time on 

themselves busy. AIM, chatting it up online on 
Boatwright plays rugby in the fall and spring twice with friends and also updat- 

a week and jogs with her neighbor. ing her personal profile on 
“It’s not like I’m devoting my life to my computer MySpace.com. 

it’s just what I do on my down time,” said Boat- 


wright. 

Boatwright thinks that other teens like herself 
spend a lot of time online because it’s convenient 
when talking to multiple people and keeping in touch 
with friends and family that live far away. 

“Sending e-mails are faster than by mail and it’s 
cheaper than doing long distance phone calls,” she 
said. 

And how did she get her webhabit started? She 
said it was when she entered the eighth grade. 

“T was at my friend’s house, and she was talking to 
her friends online. I realized how much easier it was 
to communicate,” she said. 

In the end, Boatwright admitted that in the midst 
of her online time, she doesn’t communicate as much 
with her parents, a relationship she still values none- 
theless. 

“I wish I could communicate with my parents a 
little more,” said Boatwright. “We (teens) go through 
many life experiences and our families should know 
what's going on because they are the people who care 
about you the most.” 

As of late, Boatwright also said she and her family 
have found a tradeoff of sorts. They’re beginning to 
spend Friday night dinners together. 


“Our families 
Should know 
what's going 
on because 
they are the 
people who 
care about 
you the most.” 


-junior Kaitlin Boatwright 


SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY 
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Becoming a video junkie 


WB? staffer boosts video diet; doesn’t like results 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


na usual week, I watch about two 

hours of TV, get on the Internet for 

about three hours and never play 
video games. All together that would 
come out to be five hours a week. 

But I became the guinea pig for a re- 
cent staff experiment. The goal was to see 
what would happen to me (someone who 
doesn’t spend much time in front of a TV 
or computer screen) when I increase my 
video comsumption. 

I was to keep a daily log of how much 
time I spent watching TV, or time online 
or playing video games. This also includ- 
ed noting what happened to me physi- 
cally, mentally, socially and academically. 

Just this week it totaled up to be 21 
hours of TV, Internet, and video game 
entertainment. 

According to a recent University of 
Michigan medical website, teens watch 
20 or more hours of TV each week. What 
about the Internet and playing video 


Senior Santanna Ramsey endures her long week of video 


games? | did all three of these combined 
and came up with 21 hours. 

Personally, this week was a drag. I 
don’t understand how people can watch 
that much TV. There is really nothing 
interesting to watch. 

The show Mythbusters, boring. The 
concept of the show is good, but the guys 
who test the myths make the show seem 
really stupid, because they don’t take 
anything seriously. 

Watching that much TV bored me 
and I would fall asleep earlier and while 
sitting there watching something that 
doesn’t interest me just makes me snack 
on a lot of junk food. 

I haven’t had an interest in video 
games since about the sixth grade, so 
playing them was a little fun at first, but 
then it became a little dumb. Maybe it 
was the game I was playing or because I 
am usually doing different things. And 
as far as the Internet, I only used it for 
homework. 

During my week, 
[also found myself 
looking up pointless 
stuff, for example 
Rotten.com, the 
website by brother 
told me about. Any 
other week, I never 
would've done this. 

If you have a 
weak stomach be 
careful of what you 
click on. 

Twenty-one hours 
is a lot of time to do 
anything. It threw 
my whole week off. 

There was no 
time to do anything. 
I ended up going 
to sleep later than 
normal because my 
homework ended up 
being the last thing I 
would do. 

People who have 
nothing to do, 21 
hours may be noth- 
ing, but for people 
like me it is really 
hard finding time. 


increase, amounting to 21 hours instead of five per week. 
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Boys’ cross-country places 
seventh in state; Moldovan eighth 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
ACA’SHA TURNETT 


unior Bobby Moldovan wasn’t the only 

one to run at state this year. The Big 

Orange Pack was right behind him. 

The team finished its season with a re- 
cord of 145-30. Moldovan finished eighth 
overall at the state competition. 


ophomore Sam Bird 
Give the boys’ 

cross-country team in 
its seventh place finish at 
state. This was the team’s 
23rd time at state in 33 
years. 


WB? What did you think 
when you were told that 
you made it to state? 

SB: It was pretty cool. 

WB? How did you pre- 
pare for state? 

SB: Hard work and dedica- 


WB? What did you think when you were 
told that you made it to state? 

BM: I was excited our team made it this 
year and it wasn’t just me this time. 

WB? How did you prepare for state? 

BM: Train hard all season and backed it 
down at state. 


KENDALL CHURCH 


Junior Sam Bird was one 


WB? Who was your biggest competition? tion. of the top runners for 
Why? WB? Who was your biggest Northrop this season. He 
BM: Brock and Tyson. They’ve been No.1 competition? Why? also went to state this 


year for the first time, 
helping the team place 
seventh overall. 


and No. 2 all season. 

WB? What was the best thing about go- 
ing to state? 

BM: Knowing that the whole team made 
it to state. 


SB: Warren Central. They’re 
more talented. 

WB? How many times have 
you gone to state? 

SB: This was my first time. 
WB? What was the best thing about going to state? 
SB: Our hotel rooms. It was crazy. We wanted to fun. 
Nobody cared about the race. 

WB? What was the worst thing about state? 


Junior Bobby Moldovan wasn’t the lone 
SB: Losing to one of our rivals. 


runner at state this year. He had six other 
teammates to help bring the Big Orange 
Pack to a seventh-place finish. Moldovan 
took eighth. 


HOaSNHSD TIWON3y 


unior, Brett Rahrer, improved his 
personal best to a time of 16:44, at 
this season’s state cross-country 
meet. This was Rahrer’s first time 
competing at the state level. He said 
he started running to stay in shape for 
basketball, but then just got attached. 


unior, Casey Johnson made his 

mark this year at state. He placed 

102nd with a time of 16:55. 

Johnson said he liked this year 
better than last because he got to 
compete in the state competition. 

He said a big competition for him 
was against Warren Central High 
School of Indianapolis. 


Below, Helping a seventh- 
place state finish for the 
boys’ cross-counrty team, 
junior Casey Johnson 
placed 102nd with a 
respectable time of 16:55. 


— 


WB? How did you feel when you 
found out you were going to state this 


WB? How did you feel when you year? 
found out you were going to state? BR: I was excited because this was my 
CJ: I was excited, it was better this first year going. 


year because I competed. WB? How did you do at the state com- 
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WB? How did you do at the state 
competition? 

CJ: I got 102nd place and my time 
was 16:55. 

WB? What motivates you to run? 
CJ: I want to do well for the team. 
WB? What do you think about 
before and after you run? 

CJ: Before, I just try to stay loose and 
focused and after I’m relieved that 
it’s over. 


petition? 

BR: I got 91st and a personal best time 
of 16:44. 

WB? Do you think you could have 
done better? 

BR: Probably not because I ran my best. 
WB? What do you think about before 
and after you run? 

BR: I think about who I’m going to hang 
with during the race, and then I’m glad 
that it’s over. 
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A focused Brett Rahrer, 
junior, rounds another 
corner at the boys’ cross- 
country state meet. He 
placed 91st with a 
personal best time of 
16:44. 


team that this was his year. 

In his last run of his high-school career, he 
received 38th at state. Pulver, along with the rest of 
the team, proved to head coach Barrie Peterson that 
they do have what it takes to run at state. 


C ; enior Jordan Pulver showed the cross-country 


WB? What did you think when you were told that 
you made it to state? 

JP: At least I didn’t do this for nothing. 

WB? How did you prepare for state? 

JP: Doing the workouts. 

WB? Who was your biggest competition? Why? 

JP: Columbus North and Warren Central. Columbus 
North has always beaten us and Warren Central is 
good at everything. 

WB? Do you plan on running cross-country in col- 
lege? 

JP: I’m retired. I never planned on running in col- 
lege. 


Jordan Pulver was the only senior 
to run for the Big Orange Pack 
this year. He ended his cross- 
counrty career placing 38th, 
helping the team to seventh 
place at state. Pulver dosen’t 
plan on running in college. He 
said he’s now retired. 


ophomore, Andrew Piropato re- 
Gers a time of 17:18 and a place 

of 113 at the state competition. 
This was also Piropato’s first year 
competing and he thought it was a fun 


experience. His personal best time for 
the season was 17:04. 


WB? How did you feel when you 
found out you were going to state 
this year? 

AP: I was pretty excited because I had 
never gone before and last year we 
were so close to going, but we didn’t. 
WB? How did you do at the state 


ithva 
sev- 
enth 


place under his 


belt, the boys’ competition? 

cross-coun- AP: I was 15 seconds off my personal 
try team had best, but my place was 113 and a time 
junior Brandan of 17:18. 

Smith to help WB? Do you think you could have 


with their fin- 
ish. This was 
Smith’s first 
time at state 
and hopefully 
not his last. 


done better? 

AP: Yes, because I was trying to get 
under 17 minutes, but I got 17:18. 
WB? What do you think about before 
and after you run? 

AP: I try to concentrate on how I’m 
going to run the race and who I’m go- 


Junior Brandan Smith 
went to state this year for 


the first time. As one of WB? What ing to run with. 
Northrop’s seven runners, did you think 
he helped his team to a when you Sera 
: ophomore 
seventh-place finish. were told you pene 


made state? 
BS: I was thinking that we were one step fur- 
ther than last year. It helped to have Jordan 
(Pulver) where he was suppose to be. 
WB? How did you prepare? 
BS: Did the workouts that the coach gave us. 
WB? What was the best thing about going 
to state? 
BS: Just being there running with the best 
teams. 
WB? What was the worst thing? 
BS: Finding out that we didn’t get on the 
podium. 


Piropato made 
his first ap- 
perance at 
state this year. 
He finished 
with a time of 
lie Saustale 
seconds over 
his goal for the 
race. Piropato 
5, Placed 113th 
= overall. 
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Enforce NBA dress 
code at Northrop 


et’s talk dress codes. And I’m not talk- 
ing about ripped jeans, sagging pants, 
or tank tops. I’m talking about the 
dress codes in the sports world. 

The NBA just passed a rule that it’s 
players are to wear dress shirts, turtlenecks, 
dress slacks, khaki or dress jeans, and dress 
shoes and socks during press confrences or 
other NBA related occasions. 

That means no more jerseys, sandals, 
sneakers, work boots or pajama pants. Now 
it’s about respect and class. 

I fully agree with this new rule. The play- 
ers should have to wear nice clothes and 
look professional 
during press confer- 
ences or out in the 
general public. They 
are, after all, repre- 
senting the NBA as 
an organization and 
themselves as role 
models. 

If these players 
weren't profes- 

TELYSHA sional athletes they 

RICHARDSON would have jobs 
just like any other 
average person. 

They wouldn’t get special treatment, and if 
they were at a different job they would most 
likely be required to wear some sort of work 
uniform. 

NBA star Allen Iverson recently said that 
he would conform to the dress code. But 
some other players are saying that it’s racist 
and they should be allowed to dress as they 
want. 

At Northrop the same rule should be 
implemented , or at least a similar one. 

The day before Northrop games, players 
should dress up. Guys in ties and slacks and 
girls in skirts, or dress pants with nice shirts. 

Not only should players wear nice 
clothes, but also on game days their jerseys 
or team shirts should be trucked in. No more 
halfway tucked in, or just not tucking in at 
all. . It looks like the athlete has no respect 
for our school. 

Another thing I’ve seen recently at school 
are the Northrop hockey team jerseys. 
Northrop is spelled wrong on the front. 

I don’t know about anyone else, but I go 
to Northrop, not Norhtrop. 

Didn’t they catch that before they had the 
jerseys made? It makes Northrop look bad. 

In the future, I hope Northrop athletes 
will start to take a little more pride in their 
school, team and themselves. Get dressed 
up, tuck in your shirts, take pride in your 
school, and spell its name right. 


Lines 
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Sherrill to IU with a 
full ride in shot put 


Senior Faith Sher- 
rill will be attending 
Indiana University 
next year. She recently 
signed a four-year, 
full-ride scholarship for 
track and field. 

Sherrill’s event is the 
shot put. She also plays 
basketball and volley- 
ball for Northrop. 

“Now I have to 
focus on just one and 
not all three,” said 
Sherrill. 

She also said she is 
is excited because it’s 
now a new beginning, 
where’s she’s also look- 
ing forward to being 
independent. 


Senior track and 
field member Faith 


Sherrill recently 
signed to IU in 
Bloomington. 

She received a 
four-year, full-ride 
scholarship in the 
shot put. Sherrill 
also plays volley- 
ball and basketball 
for Northrop. 


First-team All-SAC 
athletes from Northrop 


The fall sports season now over, 
Northrop had several athletes make first- 
team All-SAC. Athletes from Northrop 
excelled in every sport. 

Those athletes include: senior Danielle 
Wilson, juniors Katie Freygang and Ally 
Dove in girls’ soccer. Senior Jamal Robinson 
also made All-SAC in boys’ soccer. 

Seniors Faith Sherrill, Jordanne Tennant 
and Kayci Cowgill made it in volleyball. 

Senior Brittany Herron was the only 
girls’ cross-country runner to make AII-SAC. 
Junior Bobby Moldovan and sophomore Sam 
Bird both made it for boys’ cross-country. 

Senior Sam Emedobi was the only foot- 
ball player to make first-team All-SAC. 

In boys’ tennis, sophomore Caleb Oren 
was named AII-SAC. 

In girls’ golf, freshman Kylee Wierks was 
named. 


Bowling kicks off 
season Nov. 17 


The girls’ and boys’ bowling teams are 
just getting started. To get ready the teams 
are practicing at Key Lanes twice a week, on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 

“T’m pretty sure that this year we will 
be really good and maybe finish first,” said 
senior boys’ captain Jessie Meredith. 

The bowling team has its matches on 
Thursdays, its first on Nov. 17. 
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Boys’ basketball 
shooting for season 
goals 


The boys’ basketball team is looking to 
improve its record from last year. 

“We want to set the goals as much as 
possible,” said head coach Greg Peden. 

The boys’ first games began with a 
scrimmage vs. North Side on Nov. 16. 
The team moves into its regular season 
games on Nov. 23 against Dekalb, and 
then against East Noble on Dec. 2. Finally 
the team finishes up its first five games 
against Carroll on Dec. 6. 

“We have a pretty good group return- 
ing, we should be pretty competitive,”said 
Peden. 


Boys’ swim and dive 
getting into shape for 
new season 


The boys’ swim and dive team starts 
its season off with the first meet on Tues- 
day, Nov. 22 against Carroll. 

“We should be ready for the meet, we 
practice by drill, turns, and then starts,” 


said junior swimmer Brandon Garr. 

With head coach Lisa Ketcham getting 
the guys into shape the Bruins are hoping 
for a very successful first meet, and sea- 
son. 

“T think we will be ready on Tuesday. 
We've been working hard and should 
have a good chance at winning,” said 
Garr on how he thinks the first meet of the 
season will go. 


Hockey finds help 
from other schools 


The Bruin hockey team started its 
season on Oct. 5 against New Haven. The 
team lost a close game by a score of 4-5. 

“There are some talented kids that go 
to schools that don’t have a hockey team 
so getting them helps a lot,” said senior 
captain Adam Logue. 

Players for Northrop include seniors 
Ben Shears and Logue, juniors Corey 
Erdly, Kyle Howard, Joey Mikolay, and 
Nick Minnich, sophomore Travis Becker, 
and freshman Cody Field. The team is 
coached by Dave Rogers. 

The team’s next game is against Snider 
on Nov. 23 at the McMillen Ice Arena. 
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Girls’ swim and dive 
kicks off against 
Marion 


The girls’ swim and dive team has 
been working hard for a winning record 
this upcoming season, acccording to 
senior captain Ashley Derickson. 

“We've been working on a lot of fun- 
damental skills to do well in meets. We 
want to have a winning record this year,” 
said Derickson. 

Some of the top swimmers so far this 
season include freshman Emily Welles, 
and junior Amanda Griffith. Top divers 
include freshman Jamie Curtis, sopho- 
more Lynsee Davis, and Griffith. 

The teams first meet will be against 
Marion on Nov. 17 at South Side. 


Girls’ basketball 
looks to win SAC; 
starts Nov. 18 


Northrop girls’ basketball began its 
first game on Nov. 9, it was a scrimmage 
against Norhside. 

The team captain, Faith Sherrill, hopes 
to make it out of sectionals this year, and 
go on to possibly win the SAC. 

“My goal is to stay together, be on 
as a team and basically try to win every 
game. I hope all of us work hard, even if 
we lose.” 

Upcoming games for the Bruins are 
Nov. 18 against Marion and Nov. 19 
against Prairie Heights. 


Wrestling counts on 
seniors for season 


This year Northrop’s wrestling is 
focusing on it’s goals. One of the teams 
more important goals is to have a group 
of guys that work hard and also work 
well together. 

“If we work hard and stay positive, we 
will do well this year,” said head coach 
Andrew Shipe. 

This seasons strong wrestlers include 
seniors Cody Brake, Darryl McKinney, 
and also juniors Ricky Barret and Jared 
Pontius. 

“We'll be okay as long as we stay 
focused, positive, and strive for the goals 
we have set,” said Shipe. 


Lauper revises ‘80s hits in Body Acoustic 


his girl has been having fun for way 
too long. Cyndi Lauper first appeared 
in 1980 and has always been known 
for her trippy voice and ‘80s music. 

Lauper recently released The Body Acous- 
tic. The album features spiked up versions of 
nine old songs and two new songs. 

The album has seven different guests, 
including Sarah McLachlan, Shaggy, Jeff 
Beck, Vivian Green, Puffy Ami Yumi, Adam 
Lazzara and Ani DiFranco. 

I didn’t like most of the album. Part of it 
was just the fact that Lauper’s voice can be 
really annoying. 

Lauper doesn’t sound right with guests in 
her songs. “Time After Time” and “Water’s 
Edge” with McLachlan made the songs seem 
more like McLachlan’s songs than her own. 
I’ve always found McLachlan’s music too 
boring, not Lauper’s though. 


COURTESY OF SARAH LEAVELL 


Lauper’s latest, The Body Acoustic, includes 
new versions of her ‘80s hits, “Girls Just Wan- 
na Have Fun,” “Time After Time” and more. 


“All Through the Night” with Shaggy 
gave it an enormous Jamaican vibe. It 
made me laugh and wonder, what was she 


thinking? 


Even though most of the songs weren’t 
very good, a couple of the ones without 


Check It Out 


SARAH 
LEAVELL 


style. 


guests were enjoyable. 

“She Bop” was very 
catchy and was played 
over and over in my ste- 
reo. The song is sooth- 
ing but at the same time, 
interesting. The chorus 
“She bop, he bop, a we 
bop.. bop, you bop, a 
they bop” was fun to 
sing over and over even 
though it didn’t make 
any sense. 

Of course the album 


had the “True Colors” and “Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun.” 

“True Colors” didn’t have the same 
feeling as the original version. Her 
voice was whinier than usual. It hurt to 
sit and listen to it. 

“Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” had a 
huge makeover. The song was given a 
ska sound with a lot of horns. It’s still a 
fun dance song. Luckily, Lauper didn’t 
ruin the song for fans. 

I was upset that this album wasn’t 
very good. I’ve always thought Lauper 
was an inspiration to girls. She does her 
own thing and expresses her individual 


The Body Acoustic could have been 
better. Some artists just can’t make 
comebacks. It would be better for 


Lauper to just stay in the ‘80s. D+ 


Check This Out 


CDs hitting stores Nov. 22 


Amarantine, Enya 


Reba #1’s, Reba McEntire 


Rarities 1971-2003, The Rolling Stones 
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‘80s songs 


“Every Breath 
You Take” 


-The Police 


bath” 


-George Michael 


“Greatest Love of All” 


-Whitney Houston 


“My Prerogative” 


-Bobby Brown 


“With or Without You” 
2 


“What's Love Got to do with it” 


-Tina Turner 


“ Another Brick in the Wall” 
-Pink Floyd 


“Like a Virgin” 


-Madonna 


“Bette Davis Eyes” 


-Kim Carnes 


“Ebony and Ivory” 


-Paul McCartney and Stevie Wonder 


-source: about.com 
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Urban a hit as he 
says ‘Hello’ to 
Ft. Wayne 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


s the lights dimmed, the crowd 

went wild cheering for their favorite 

singer Keith Urban to come out and 
sing. 

The concerts opening act, Little Big Town, 
performed their hit single “Boondocks” and 
got the crowd going. 

It was a good choice for them to open up 
the show, because most people have never 
really heard them before. It gave them a little 
more publicity. 

Urban had a great introduction to the 
show on Saturday, Nov. 6 at the Memorial 
Coliseum. 

The song “Hello Goodbye” by the Beatles 
was blaring. It gave off the feeling that he 
wanted the crowd to feel welcome. So people 
would know that his music is for anyone and 
everyone in the world. 

After the song was over and all the differ- 
ent ways of hello and goodbye were dis- 
played on the two big screens over the stage, 
Urban stepped out on stage. 

Teens and even grown women were go- 
ing crazy when he walked out. He began the 
concert with “Days Go By.” Throughout the 
whole concert, he had an up beat tone with 
a few love songs and just songs to believe 
in yourself, and the songs he chose were all 
hits in the past. 

For those of you that aren’t familiar with 
Urban, he can hold up his end of the concert. 
He is not only a singer but also a guitarist, 
pianist, and drummer. One thing that caught 
my attention was his guitar playing skills. 

I also loved the fact that the man still has a 
child’s heart on the inside. Stuck on the tip 
of his guitar is a sticker of SpongeBob Square 
Pants, Hawaiian-style. 

In the middle of the concert, all of a sud- 
den a rope came down and pulled him away 
to the middle of the audience. I found that 
to be a nice touch because he stayed there 
for a while and sang a few songs. There was 
also a fun song called “Jeans On” which was 
a song about how he just wants to wake up 
and enjoy the morning with an old pair of 
jeans that fit him the way he likes because 
they are worn in. That song has a differ- 
ent rhythm than the other upbeat songs, or 
romantic love songs about being hurt after 
a relationship. What I like most about his 
songs is that they are encouraging about love 
and believing in yourself when maybe there 
isn’t anyone else. 

After he had performed some songs in the 
middle of the audience he swung back and 
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_ On Nov. 6, Keith Urban played for his fans at Ft. 
Wayne’s Memorial ColiseumHe sang some of his 
| hit songs about romance, drinking and emotion. 


let the band sing a song of their own without 
him. That was a nice touch to the concert. 

He let his band shine on stage for a while. 
But then toward the end of the song Urban 
played on the drums. 


He takes the songs to a more serious level. 


Three of the last songs he performed were 
“Nobody Drinks Alone,” “I Wanna Cry” and 
“Who Wouldn’t Want to Be Me.” All three of 
these songs were very different. 

“Nobody Drinks Alone” is about the 
ways people deal with sadness. “I Wanna 
Cry” is about being someone who has a 
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hard time showing emotion. That song was 
played with just a piano. The last song “Who 
Wouldn’t Wanna Be Me” is a fun song about 
how to just love life and enjoy what's pre- 
sented to you and to not take it for granted. 
He wrapped up the concert with the lights 
coming down really close to him playing the 
guitar. 

This concert was a success and whether 
or not you are a country music fan, he could 
get the crowd on its feet. It was great for the 
yelling girls, and an enjoyable time for the 
guys as well who enjoy country music. A+ 
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Watch out for Jigsaw in Saw I! 


TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


igsaw is back and is still playing his sick and twisted games in 

Saw II. 

But this time his victims are not stuck in a bathroom, they are 

free to roam the house. To a certain extent of course. 

In this sequel no one is chained down, instead they cautiously 
roam a house, checking for clues and trying to avoid booby traps 
that can end their lives. Not only is the whole house booby- 
trapped, it is also being pumped full of deadly gas. 

The house guests have 2 hours until they’ve over stayed their 
welcome, but the door will unlock in 3 hours if they can make it 
that long. 

The only way to make it to the end is to find the antidote. An- 
tidotes are strategically placed around the house. In order to get 
one, the victims must do drastic things. 

I personally thought the movie was okay. For the motto of the 
movie being “There will be blood” it didn’t really seem like there 
was a lot of it. Sure the occasional cough up, but nobody was bru- 
tally murdered. 

The best part of the movie had to have been when one of the 
house guests cuts a piece of skin off the back of his own neck and 
puts it into his pocket. It was gruesome at first, but when he stuck 
it into his pocket I couldn’t help not laughing. 

So all in all, the entire movie was good, and I definitely recom- 
mend it for any of you horror moviegoers. If you have seen the 
first one and you need a Friday night movie, Saw IJ would be my 
pick. As Jigsaw would say “Game over.” A- 


Chicken Little yet to hatch 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


Chicken Little, the main character of this years new 
animated movie Chicken Little. 

After getting the whole town in frenzy, Chicken little claims 
that the sky fell down and hit him on the head. 

Camera crews and many curious faces surround this tiny char- 
acter with questions flying. 

As Chicken Little tries to explain himself an acorn falls on his 
head making people believe that he is crazy and that it was merely 
an acorn, not the Sky. 

At this point in the movie I just wanted to smack my forehead, 
frustrated that people wouldn’t listen to what Chicken Little had 
to say. 

Throughout the whole movie, Chicken Little, a tiny chicken 
with green wire framed glasses, a goofy smile and almost geeky 
attire, which would be thought of as the class nerd, struggles to 
gain the respect of his father and others. His only friends are a 
group of misfits, a fish, the ugly duckling, and an overweight pig 
named Runt. 

The plot isn’t a total waste of an idea, it just kind of makes you 
wonder why you're sitting there watching it. 

This movie had some strong points followed by many weak. 
Some scenes weren’t relevant to the story. But don’t get me wrong 
I somewhat enjoyed it, it did get me out of cleaning my room. 

Although it was sort of a headache in process, it’s cute for a 7 
year-old, but being a teen, it’s hard to relate. C 
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Childhood celebrities capture hearts 


ARIEL CASE 


cials to their lead roles in hit TV shows 
and movies, childhood celebrities have 
grown on us, like it or not. 

Because of their adorable smiles and in- 
nocence, many viewers can’t help from being 
drawn into the shows that these children star 
in. 

Children celebrities such as Dakota Fan- 
ning, Lindsay Lohan, Mary-Kate and Ashley 
Olsen, Raven Symone, and Christopher 
Knight have all become successful actresses 
or actors starting their careers as babies and 
toddlers. 

A rising star, Fanning, has taken lead 
roles in as many as 12 films since 2001, acting 
along with Oscar-winning legends Robert De 
Niro, Sean Penn and Denzel Washington. 

Fanning has starred in films such as I 
Am Sam, Taken, War of the Worlds, and most 
recently Dreamer, which according to Enter- 
tainment Weekly magazine, have all grossed 
over 647 million dollars since 2001. This 
passes the 586 million dollars earned by Julia 
Roberts, and 497 million by Nicole Kidman 
during the same years. 

Fanning is a very powerful actress in Hol- 


He their beginning roles in commer- 


lywood with her 10-year-old poise. She is 
very engaging and draws people in. 

Well-known Lohan has also been a rising 
star from her childhood, featured in The Par- 
ent Trap, Mean Girls, Freaky Friday, and most 
recently Herbie: Fully Loaded. 

After a 6 month search for the right girl, 
Lohan made her feature debut in the 1998 
remake of The Parent Trap. She won audienc- 
es with her lively charm as both characters, 
Hallie and Annie. 

Before they could barely walk or even 
talk, the Olsen twins were already well- 
known actresses as Michelle Tanner on “Full 
House.” 

The producers were looking for twins 
to play the role but when tons of babies 
showed up, the Olsen twins were the only 
ones who didn’t fuss and cry. So they got the 
Dart. 

The twins got the role and basically grew 
up in front of the camera. Many enjoyed 
watching the girls learn how to crawl, walk 
and ride a bike with the camera rolling. 

Many are so in love with the twins 
because of their cute smiles and charm they 
bring to their shows. 

Baxter is so talented, so sweet, and so 
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Raven, that one can’t help but love her. 

American viewers have loved her as the 
precious 3-year-old Olivia on “The Cosby 
Show” and still love her as a grown up with 
anew CD and a top rated reas Channel 
Sitcom, “That’s So Raven.” 

At the young age of seven, Knight landed 
appearances in commercials for companies 
such as Toyota, Tide, and Cheerios. He soon 
found himself involved in one of the most 
successful TV shows of all time, “The Brady 
Bunch” as Peter Brady. Knight has also ap- 
peared lately in “The Surreal Life” and “My 
Fair Brady.” 

Viewers can always relate to the middle 
child. Knight's character as Peter Brady is 
cute and energetic, although he is less confi- 
dent than his older brother. He has a fragile 
ego, but he is anything but dull. 

The show aired through Aug. 1974, and 
proved to be a big hit among teenagers. 
Although it ended over 30 years ago, many 
still watch it today in reruns. 

Whether they are seen on TV commer- 
cials or full-length, big-screen feature films, 
child stars have captured our hearts with 
their lovable attitudes and innocence. 
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Rosa Parks: Her courageous legacy lives on 


STAFF 


ecently, America had to say 

goodbye to a highly respected 

woman of our society. Rosa 
Parks died a natural death on Oct. 
25, 2005, at the age of 92 in her 
Detroit, Michigan, home. 

Parks became known to America 
as the Mother of the Civil Rights 
Movement. To the What's Bruin? staff 
she is known as being courageous. 

In the 1950s, Parks was looked 
down upon by society because of 
her skin color. But on Dec. 1, 1955, 
at the age of 42, she stood up for 
America by sitting down. 

Parks was ordered by a white man 
to give up her bus seat. She was 
tired of giving into what she knew 
was wrong, and people looking 
down on her because she was a 
black woman, so she simply said: no. 

That day in December triggered 
a 381-day bus boycott by African- 
Americans. That boycott was a huge 
starting point for the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

The What's Bruin? staff feels that 
Parks stood up for not only African- 
Americans, but the nation as a 
whole. When she refused to give up 
her seat to a white man, Parks was 
telling people to do the right thing. 

What's Bruin? believes Parks’s 
legacy still lives on today. Her 
name is printed in textbooks, and 
students have learned about her 
since elementary school. She is still a 
major part of teachers’ lesson plans. 

Many people feel she is an 
inspiration and role model to all, not 
just because she stood up for herself 
and others, but because of how she 
did it. Parks refused to give up her 
seat non-violently. She handled 
herself with respect and dignity. 

She held her head high as the police 
officer put silver handcuffs on her 
wrists and took her prints. 

Parks not only took a stand for 
African-Americans, but for all of 
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America and all races. 

The subject of racism remains a 
big issue in the United States, not 
just between African-Americans and 
whites, but those of other races too. 

But most of What's Bruin? feels 
that racism is not as big of an issue 
as it has been in the past years. For 
example, America celebrates many 
international holidays and parades. 

The laws in the United States are 


ARIEL CASE 
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not favored towards a certain race 

or gender. Whether it is a Hispanic 
female or an Asian male or anyone 
else who commits the same crime, 

they are going to be prosecuted in 

the same way. 

Parks was a woman of honor, 
dignity and respect. She will always 
be remembered throughout America 
as the Mother of the Civil Rights, 
and a very courageous woman. 


Language does not make the person 


he other day I was sitting with my 
family at a local restaurant, when I 

heard a couple sitting behind speaking 
a different language. Although I didn’t 
hear them speak English, they had ordered 
food and most likely knew how. But, then 
I overheard a man, at another table in the 
restaurant, say that people should either 
learn English, or get out of this country. To 
me this is very offensive, and is the reason 
why I’m writing this article. 

Growing up, like most people in America, 
I learned to speak English. However, | also 
live in a peaceful country where it was free 
to learn any language I wanted. 

There are many immigrants that come to 
this country fleeing from persecution, war, 
or other various dangerous situations. They 
are just looking for a safe place to live in 
peace with their family as well as economic 
opportunity. But then to say that they should 
be completely fluent in English before they 
come to the United States is absurd. 

If a family is in danger of an oppressive 
government regime threatening their lives, 
the obvious solution is for the family to get 
out of the country and go some place safe. 
And if the family’s escape is unexpected and 


too sudden, then how are they supposed to 
learn English that quickly. 

Also, when first coming to a new country, 
it could take a long time for someone to learn 
a different language. It is also possible that 
the person or people have 
more important things to 
focus on such as finding 
work and a place to live. 
In this situation, language 
becomes a low priority. 

Now don’t get me 
wrong. Once a person gets 
settled in a new country, 
they should make the 
best attempts to learn 
to speak the language. 
But if people who have 
lived in the United States 
for a long time, and still 
cannot speak English, they should take the 
time and learn English, or serve whatever 
consequences that may come. 

Much of the problem is based on the 
stereotypes of society and people who are 
not open-minded. 

Everyone has heard the stereotypes that 
immigrants take our jobs, they cannot drive, 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


and can’t, or refuse to speak English. 

This makes me angry. These are just 
opinions that, though true for some, are 
incorrect for most people. 

In the end, society and individuals are 
to blame. Everyone’s views and opinions 
have been negatively influenced by common 
stereotypes, and have placed a dark cloud 
over all immigrants. 

People who are closed-minded are also 
to blame. Just like the guy in the restaurant. 
His limited views and opinions of a whole 
situation influenced his perception of a sole 
human being. 

People also forget that many foreigners 
already know English, but still speak to each 
other in their native language because they 
are alone in a new country. Here, it’s just a 
matter of sticking to what's familiar. 

Having your own opinions is perfectly 
fine. However, when you let society make 
your opinions for you then it becomes 
wrong. 

Being prejudice is wrong. 

Try to understand a person as a sole 
human being. Walk a mile in their shoes, 
before judging and labeling them as society 
already has. 


Oprah's charity not so charitable 


prah Winfrey said it: “Become the 
( ) finns you want to see. Those are 
words | live by.” 

Sure you do Oprah. Sure you do. 

In a recent episode of her talk show, 
Oprah, Winfrey sat down with CNN news 
anchor Anderson Cooper and discussed 
the situation that is currently plaguing 37 
million people in our world: Poverty. 

Winfrey said she was simply appalled at 
the amount of pain and suffering that existed 
in the world and even in her home city of 
Chicago. She decided that we should all join 
together and open our hearts to charity. 

For the record, Winfrey is a billionaire. 
Not a millionaire. A billionaire. One out of 
only 476 total in the entire world, according 
to www.forbes.com. 

It blows my mind as to the reason why 
she, a person with more money than most 
people could ever fathom having, would 
need to reach out to average, everyday 
Americans to fund the charities that she 
believes in. 

And why can’t she afford to give more? 
Why is she, the billionaire, putting the heat 
on middle-class Americans who watch her 
show to front the money for the poor? 

To be fair, Winfrey does donate huge 


amounts of money to charities on a regular 
basis, but the donations are usually only in 
sums of about $1 million each time. 

But, only a million dollars? In terms of 
actual dollar amount, 
Winfrey does well by the 
poor, but when it comes to 
percentage, her hypocrisy 
shows. 

It may not seem like 
it, but a million dollars 
doesn’t amount to much 
when you're as rich as her. 

A million to her is the 
equivalent of about $100 
to a person making an 


Common 
Sense 


NICK average yearly salary. 

STIEBER How many houses 
for homeless people in 
Chicago do you suppose 
Winfrey could have 


bought instead of purchasing another house 
for $40 million, as she did recently? 

Winfrey has become so accustomed to 
being praised and constantly told what a 
generous person she is, that she has totally 
lost touch with reality. 

The worst thing is, that most people 
are willing to believe this delusion she lives 
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under, just because she believes it. When, 
before reading this article, have you ever 
seen someone slam on Winfrey, even though 
the facts have been there all along? 

Is she greedy? Or is she just the product 
of a capitalist, must-have-more-money 
mentality intertwined with the values of an 
otherwise good, moral person? 

In a way, we may all be guilty of 
possessing this unconscious attitude. We 
obviously don’t have anywhere near the 
amount of money or power Winfrey has 
to change the world, but we can still do 
something to help. 

With money being as tight as it is with 
many people these days, charity is a hard 
thing to preach. People can barely afford 
to fill up their gas tanks, let alone be able 
to dish out large sums of money to the Red 
Cross or Habitat for Humanity. 

The point is to not be like Winfrey. Don’t 
pretend to be charitable like she does, when 
in reality, more could and should be done, 
not just in terms of money but with time too 
At the same time, don’t give till it hurts. 

Really. 

Be the change you want to see in the 
world. And be thankful for what you have 
this Thanksgiving. 
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Is lraq ready to be on its own? 


NICK EHLERDING 


stay in Iraq, or get out now. 
Yes, there are still car bombings and gunfights going on. 
And yes, it’s hard to leave under those terms, but we have to let 
them settle their own problems. 

The U.S. media seems to only cover the negative stories in Iraq. 
But there are many positives one’s also. 

The press feels that six marines getting shot down in a Black 
Hawk helicopter is more appealing to Americans than hearing 
about a battalion of soldiers saving an Iraqi family from a flaming 
building. 


Ts has been a lot of speculation of whether America should 


The press also should support more Americans who are still over 
there putting their lives on the line, voluntarily, each and every day. 


Let the heroes know their efforts are not in vain, and that we’re 
fighting to get them home soon. 

Yes, we are fighting a war that is benefiting another country. 
Saddam Hussein the dictator is gone and a country with its uneasy 
ways are being turned around. 

But now, American troops have done their job by taking over 
Hussein's reign of power, diminishing the chance of any nuclear 


war by Hussein and his band of misfits. Our troops have done their 


job fighting the war against terrorism and it’s time to slowly, but 
surely bring them all home. 


Now, on the other side, some say that a constitution doesn’t need 
to be started. Insurgents will continue to raise terror throughout the 


streets of Iraq. 


There will always be terrorism in [rag and throughout the world. 


America needs to realize that and start to bring troops back home. 

If Iraq has the political power to create and start a constitution, 
then we should truly let them govern themselves. We need to let 
them see if they are responsible 
enough to handle this 
constitution without the United 
States always being there to bail 
them out of trouble. 

Our troops always are 
needed in another country when 
they have a crisis. Next time 
that America has a crisis, the 
countries that we help should be 
able to still help us. 

In Iraq, Hussein’s reign of 
power brought destruction upon 
the entire nation, and took the 
economy down in certain areas 
of the world. If the Iraqi people 
want to govern themselves, 
maybe our political leaders 
should pull troops out of Iraq, 


to see how people can adjust 
to what their country once was WAR: 
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being able to have freedom of 
SHELBY VORNDRAN 


speech. 
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ZACH NORRIS 


ith the horrific mark of the 2,000 U.S. deaths looming 
W: Iraq, many people are thinking of what direction 
the murderous insurgency is going towards. 

According to a recent article on FoxNews.com, experts believe 
Iraq's regional-oriented politics will only fuel the insurgency 
and even spread it further inside Iraq. The frightening fact is 
that as long as American troops remain in Iraq, the insurgency 
will continue. 

On Oct. 15, a constitutional referendum was started, and four 
days later Saddam Hussein’s trial started, both without major 
bloodshed and destruction. With the peaceful occurrence of 
Iraq’s constitution, there is hope that the insurgency is calming 
down and the war will be over soon. 

All in all, there still is a great deal of upbeat news concerning 
the growing efficiency and total forces that amount to 200,000 
Iraqi security forces. On the other hand, U.S. commanders have 
stated recently that Lraqis’ will need from 18 months to 2 years 
before they can adequately fight the insurgency unaided. 

Many small operations have been affective in disrupting the 
insurgency, however, that’s all that they are doing, disrupting. 

Comparing the U.S. military forces with the Iraqi insurgency 
would make many people jest. Mainly because America’s 
military has been one of the strongest and most organized forces 
in the world. However, the main point is that the Iraqi forces do 
not fight in the same style as the American forces. 

The insurgency has resorted to attacking the Americans 
and Iraqi police with suicide bombings, car bombings, etc. 

This type of fighting, although without dramatic casualties or 
killings; injures a handful of soldiers, lraqi police and innocent 
bystanders every time. 

Even with the tremendous 
power of the American 
military, the insurgency 
although small and depleted, 
will still continue to attack. For 
the people who believe that the 
war will be over soon, I hope 
that they are right. However, 

I believe that by the time the 
war on terrorism is finally over, 
America will be in tremedous 
debt and will have lost many 
of its finest citizens. 

The answer to the question 
is that no one knows how Iraq 
will be affected in the end. 
Mainly because if the U.S. stays 
in Iraq the insurgency will 
continue to wreck havoc, and 

more importantly gain support 
ey) from their countrymen. The 
longer Americans stay, the 
cloudier our reasons for 
staying in Iraq become. 


FORUM / 21 


vom 
aa 


~ 
ste 


— 


e Picture Ganeer 


Weekends 
Available 


“1, 


Family 
riendly 
Hours 


Ms. 
Becky 


-Teens/Youth -Pets . * Griswold, 
-Seniors -Weddings » owner 


Stop by Room H110 
OR call for an appointment 


260-244-0100 


and 
Northrop 


C halta nt 
Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 


prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


Dupont Animal Care Cen 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boatding - Veterinary - Groomin 


Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


4 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 468)! 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

D7 SPO IONEY GREEMDR: 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 


+ ake 
2 a® 


OK SQUARE 


GLENB 


Thanksgiving \ 
peCial 


Georgetown Bowl Village Bowl 
CRAZY Pitz 6770 E. Satte Bivd. 1710 Bluffton Rd. 
749-9610 747-0611 


THURSDAY Nov. 24 & FRIDAY Nov. 25 


LET’s BOWL 


2 HOUR SESSION OF BOWLING 
SHOE RENTAL 
SOFT DRINK 
ORDER OF FRENCH FRIES 
2 GAME TOKENS 


éNiNdd S.LVHM 


Paseo iia pala eit lat AEE eR ae 


SUPERIOR 
ENTERPRISES 
INC. 


3835-B Superior Ridge Dr. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808 
Mechanical Contractors 
(260) 471-0678 
(Fax) (260) 471-0319 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
DEC. 2005 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May 
-- usually mid to last half of the month 


UPON publication, What’s Bruin? will be 
set in marked blue tubs in the commons 


Dupont Animal Care Cente 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boatding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


534 East Dupont Road : 1 
rot Wag IN 82) 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 
weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 

National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 
and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 


disp 40- -piece pottery 


VW =: 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
DEC. 2005 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


, Art teacher Scott Dercks puts on 
his personal, inspirational art display 


Something to call home: 
Sonhornores Shiquilla and Shiqualla Wright ae 
fight to overcome homelessness; we a 7 
senior Mark Baidinger adapts to life in a ) — 
group home 


etaeriiit 


Winter sports on the move: Top 
players and what to look for | 4 


New Goblet of Fire release 
sparks more Potter mania 


| Pro/Con: Is there too much 
profanity at Northrop? 4 


letters and wordeo , 


-art teacher Scott Dercks 


WB? STAFF - ARIEL CASE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - SANTANNA RAMSEY NEWS EDITOR - KEVIN BARESIC INSIGHT EDITOR - 

TELYSHA RICHARDSON SPORTS EDITOR - SARAH LEAVELL PREMIERE EDITOR - ZACH NORRIS FORUM EDITOR - KATELYN STAYTON COVER EDITOR - 

NICK EHLERDING, BRITTAINY ELLIS, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, AMANDA HERRINGTON, ACA’SHA TERNET, NICK STIEBER STAFF REPORTERS - ARIEL CASE, 
SHELBY VORNDRAN STAFF ARTISTS - KEVIN BARESIC, NICK EHLERDING, SARAH LEAVELL, BRITTAINY ELLIS, SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY, KENDALL CHURCH, 
JESSICA PONTIUS, JESSICA LANNING WB? PHOTO TEAM - ARIEL CASE, NICK EHLERDING, ACA’ SHA TERNET AD MANAGERS - 

PETE BANEY ADVISER - BARB AHLERSMEYER PRINCIPAL 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF SAID 
WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS TO 
ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PERSONAL ATTACKS. WB? IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING 

OF FT. WAYNE , INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE. 


-COVER PHOTO BY SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY 


WB? / DEC. 2005 TABLEJOR CONTENTS: /e3 


Sculpted by pottery 


ARIEL CASE 


hen going through tough times with his parents’ 
W een in the first grade, art teacher Scott Dercks was 
sat down only to be told he couldn’t learn and that he had 
learning disabilities called dyslexia and attention deficit disorder 
(ADD). 

“I couldn’t learn, so the principal sat me and my parents down 
and said I was retarded,” he said. 

Shortly after, Dercks’ grandmother intervened and took him to 
her cottage in Rylander, Wisconsin. 

“My grandmother taught me that there were a lot of 
things to learn,” he said. 

Dercks’ grandmother began her lessons first by taking 
him to dig for worms. 

“We dug for four hours and then she gave me a doll rod 
with fishing string. She told me that I needed to catch little 
fish,” he said. “We were on the pier all day fishing.” 

Next to the pier there was a pocket of clay. Dercks pulled 
some clay out of the water and his grandmother created the 
letter “M” in it to begin spelling her name. 

She then taught him the names of each letter in the 
alphabet and their different sounds. 

“I wanted to make my name then. We made sculptures 
of words, prefixes, and suffixes,” he said. “My grandmother 
taught me how to read by playing with sculptures.” 

Dercks’ grandmother always encouraged her grandson, 
even when he was struggling the most. 

“My grandmother never allowed me to say I can’t. She 
never gave up on me, and she always believed I could 
learn.” 

Dercks has continued to work with clay throughout 
his life, including most recently, in his sculptural ceramic 
works displayed in the Northrop library. 

“Clay has been a very important part of my life,” he 
said. “I learned to read by sculpting letters and words out 
of clay.” 

The exhibit of sculptures is based on Dercks’ struggles 
through life with learning disabilities. 

Some of the pieces have specific meaning behind them 
including, “the joy of struggle and the joy of learning and 
finally getting it.” 

“This is all dedicated to my grandmother,” he said. 

All 40 pieces, including The Great Turmoil, Spinning 
Confusion, Healing Old Wounds and The Twisting of the 
Mind, range from $50 to $200 and were built in just four 
months. 

Ten percent of the profits made will be going towards 
the Northrop art department and 20 percent will go strictly 


“It is good to take 
pride in yourself 
and what you do.” 


-art teacher Scott Dercks 
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Art teacher Scott Dercks 
dedicates ceramic 
display in Northrop 
library to grandmother 


towards rebuilding the Westbrook High School art department in 
Beaumont, Texas, that was affected by Hurricane Rita. 

The Northrop Pride Lantern will be going to the Westbrook High 
School as a gift from Dercks. 

Dercks also set up his display of pottery in the library to show his 
students that people can make a living by selling their art works. 

“It is good to take pride in yourself and what you do,” he said. 


Profits from Scott Dercks’s pottery 
display and sale in the main ———————————————— 
will go to the Northrop art 

department, and to the Westbro 
High School art department in 
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Northrop safety measures in place 


KATELYN STAYTON 


hen threatening situations happen, 
for example a bomb threat 
called in recently to Northrop 


which triggered a partial then a full-school 
lockdown, decisions have to be made on the 
spot. 

Administrators called a lockdown and 
evacuated E hall, the search began. 

The suspected locker was then checked 
to make sure nothing was there. The whole 
thing was a false alarm, so the administrators 
knew it was okay to send students out to 
their next class. 

“I don’t think it’s fair not to tell the 
students what happened, that’s why I made 
the announcement over the intercom,” said 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

Problems also occur when students start 
calling their parents after incidents such as 
these happen. There are always rumors and 
it gets blown out of proportion. 

“The situation was not as dangerous as 
students might have thought,” said biology 
teacher Andy Shipe. 


When the power went out at Northrop 
two years ago, students who where in 
classrooms without windows had to move 
to outer classrooms. Students got on their 
cell phones and called their parents, radio 
stations and news channels. It then got a 
little out of hand. 

When students get on their cell phones it 
ties up the phone lines at Northrop, making 
the situation more dangerous. 

With other situations or incidents that 
happen outside of school, there’s usually a 
written procedure to be followed. 

To keep an eye on the students, there are 
64 cameras in the halls of Northrop. 

Lockdowns with dogs, to check the 
lockers are really just standard practices, 
according to Ahlersmeyer. 

The Fort Wayne Community School 
Board is always informed after situations 
such as the bomb threat and power outage 
occur. 

“They don’t make the decision for us 
because when something happens we 
have to make a decision right then,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 


The administrators also have required 
meetings for teachers and staff to learn the 
safety manual and procedures that should be 
followed. 

According to Shipe, there was a safety 
meeting at the beginning of the year for 
faculty which covered things such as tornado 
drills, fire drills, and anything else that could 
possibly go wrong in a school environment. 

There were sheets given out at these 
meetings about what to do ina certain 
situations that each teacher filled out. 

Also included in every classroom is a 
quick reference emergency plan booklet 
located on the room’s walls. 

“Tf there was a problem that affected a 
big area of the school, we would send the 
students to the gym or auditorium,” said 
Ahlersmeyer, of one procedure in case of an 
emergency where everyone stays indoors. 

Administrators also would like to keep 
students indoors to keep everyone from 
running around outside. For the recent bomb 
threat, procedures worked and all was safe. 

“T think they did what they had to do to 
make sure everyone was Safe,” said Shipe. 


New Renaissance program challenges Bruins 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


ut for lunch? Yeah why not, but only 

if you have a 3.0 GPA or higher. 

The new Renaissance program is 
offering students different kinds of awards 
for their academic achievements, including a 
Hard Work Café and wrist bands. 

Assistant principal LeeAnn Thompson 
put this program together. 

She came up with this program when 
attending a conference in Florida. 

Associated with this program is Jostens, 
which is trying to involve other schools 
to help improve and encourage academic 
excellence and other improvements overall. 

A small committee was put together to 
help make decisions. The committee consists 
of 17 students from Student Council, about 
11 teachers and of course, Thompson. 

This program is to recognize students 
for their academic excellence and perfect 
attendance. 

“Tt (the renaissance program) would 
motivate students to do better,” said senior 
Cory Speedy. 

The program started off during the 
second term when students with a GPA of 
3.0 or higher received a blue bracelet that 
read, “the sky is the limit.” 

“We're doing anything to keep students 
in school and to do their best,” said 


Thompson. 

The ninth grade students also committed 
to graduating on time in 2009, as a part of 
the new Renaissance program, by putting 
their handprints on a picture that is hanging 
in the commons. 

At the end of the second term, the 
students who increase their GPA by .5 will 
receive a red bracelet that 
will read, “fired up.” 

Privileges will be given to 
those students who received 
the blue bracelet, which 
totals to 1000 students. These 
students will have a chance 
to go to the Hard Work Café 
during lunch and will also 
be able to bring a friend. 

These students will be 
awarded with free ice cream 
from Edys. If the students 
continue to keep their grades 
and GPA up, they will 
receive a book of coupons as 
an award. 

Shirts are also going to be 
ordered for the students who 
have raised or maintained a 
high GPA. 

Many of the awards that 
are given come from local 
businesses. 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 
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Businesses and companies are being sent 
brochures filled with information about the 


renaissance program. 

“We are trying to get companies to 
support us,” said Thompson. 

The goal of this is to increase attendance, 
academic performances, graduation rates 
and citizenship. 


Better attendance, better academic performance, and 

more Bruins graduating. These are among the main goals of 
Northrop’s new Renaissance program. Here, some Bruins show 
off wrist bands received for maintaining a 3.0 GPA or higher. 
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This tree was decorated by 
Melanie Dirig’s Bruin Helping 
Hands. It was entered in Embassy 
Center’s annual Festival of Trees 
where it placed third and is now 
displayed at Erin’s House. 


Bruin Helping 
Hands third in 
Embassy festival 


Bruin Helping Hands took home third 
this year in the local Embassy Center’s 
annual Festival of Trees held at The 
Embassy. 

“The kids did a wonderful job. They 
put a lot of hard work into it,” said 
sponsor Melanie Dirig. 

Bruin Helping Hands has entered a 
tree in the festival for the past five years. 
Two years ago they also took home third. 

This year their tree was sponsored by 
Omni Source Corporation. 

Each year, the trees are auctioned off 
to various organizations. Erin’s House 
received the group’s tree this year. 


Norris wins national 
writing honorable mention 


Junior Zach Norris walked away with an honorable 
mention for editorial writing in a recent national 
journalism convention in Chicago. 

Norris attended the convention with the What’s Bruin? 
and yearbook staffs. There, Norris was entered in an 
editorial write-off contest sponsored by the Journalism 
Education Association (JEA). 

“When I walked into the contest I concentrated very 
hard and I was very proud of my writing,” said Norris. 
The topic of his editorial was related to the War in 
Iraq and the National Stand Down Day, which occurred 

on Nov. 18. 

“I was honored because I was the only one to win on 
my staff. It was a great privilege,” said Norris. 

Norris is also a columnist and Forum opinion editor 
What's Bruin?. 


Key Club wraps the holiday 
season for Magic Riley Hospital 


Holiday cheer, and giving to those less fortunate can be found 
everywhere during the holidays. Many people donate presents, 
money and their time to help improve someone else’s holiday. 

Northrop’s Key Club is among those who are helping out. The 
Key Club is a group that volunteers their time to help others. 

This year the Key Club’s 35 members are doing different activities 
for Christmas. 

“We will be gift wrapping for the Magic Riley Hospital at the 
mall,” said Key Club sponsor Twyla Kendrick. 

This year the club is also ringing the bell for the Salvation Army, 
and working at the Anthony Wayne festival of lights. 


Northrop helps 98.9 The Bear 
collect coats for charities 


Parkapalooza is an event sponsored by the local radio station 
98.9 FM The Bear. A deejay will be put on the roof of Roots Outdoor 
Outfitters from Nov. 30 until Dec. 3, to raise 989 coats for different 
charities. 

Root’s and 98.9 are offering Northrop’s extracurricular school 
groups prizes such as a pizza party from Uno’s Pizzeria and $10 
Roots Buck. Northrop is the only school that these prizes are being 
offered to. 

“Being our new neighbors, we’re going to help them (Roots and 
98.9) and in return they’re going to help us,” said assistant principal 
LeeAnn Thompson. 


Donations to Toys For Tots 


SADD and Teaching Academy has teamed up this year to host a 
Toys For Tots collection. Items donated included new or gently used 
toys and games, and were collected by Dec. 14. 

The collection took place during first-period classes, with the 
class that collected the most winning a surprise. 

Grand totals from Northrop’s effort were announced at the annual 
holiday talent show, along with the winning class. 
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Erendrake now accepting art 
and poetry submissions 


The eighth edition of Northrop’s fine arts magazine is now 
calling for submissions from any student. 

The Erendrake staff will be meeting weekly to work on this 
issue. It will not have a theme, however the staff will be looking to 
showcase as many talented Northrop students as possible. 

The Erendrake staff is made up of a selection committee that 
reads every entry. 

“It is more than likely that five to seven people look at each 
entry, so there will be different opinions of each work,” said 
sponsor Terry Springer. 

The Erendrake staff will be accepting entries until the middle 
of Feb. Entries include poems, short stories, photos and original 
art. All written submissions must be typed. Poems must be 30 
lines and short stories must be 3000 words or less. Entry forms are 
provided by English teachers. 


Bruins donate time to charities 


Making someone’s holiday a little brighter is on the minds of 
various clubs at Northrop. 

CALM (Concerned Adolescents for Leadership in Mediation) 
held its annual clothing drive. Clothes will go to area high school 
students. CALM also plans on serving soup at the St. Mary’s Soup 
Kitchen and The Salvation Army. 

“It’s pretty apparent that there are a lot of families out there 
who need assistance this winter,” said Robinson. 

The penny pitch, sponsored by Student Council, was held 
during the week of Dec. 5 during lunch. It was a contest between 
all grades. Proceeds collected will be donated to an animal shelter 
affected by Hurricane Katrina, though most of the money will go 
to The Ronald McDonald House, which is a place where families 
can stay while their children are receiving care at hospitals in 
Indianapolis. 

The National Honors Society has worked with The Circle for 
the past three years now. 

The Circle is a local organization that provides food and baby 
products to people in our area who need them. 

“We are trying to bring a little joy and happiness to those less 
fortunate in our community,” said sponsor Judy Sculley. 
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Lean on me: 
Sophomore twins 
Shiquilla and Shiqualla 
Wright depended 
upon their own 
mental stability and 
the support of other 
members in their 
family to live through 
the struggles of being 
homeless. “We catch 
each other when we 
fall,” said Shiquilla. 
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Twin sisters battle hardship, 

homelessness, rely on family 

to get through; another 

adapts to group home life; all 
three glad to have a home 
this Christmas 


SARAH LEAVELL 
TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


14 hen we were re- 
ally littke my mom 
lost our house. 

We didn’t have anywhere 

to live,” said sophomore 

Shiquilla Wright. 

Since then, she and her 
twin sister Shiqualla were 
forced to experience a life- 

style of homelessness at an 
early age that many will 
never face in a lifetime. 

These girls may just 
seem like average stu- 
dents, but they have 
gone through some hard 
times: being homeless 
and living in shelters 
their whole lives. 

To this day their lives 
aren't perfect, but it is get- 
ting better for them. 
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Right, Sophomore 
Shiqualla Wright 
says that living in 
homeless shelters 
was tough for her 
family because not 
all the people in the 
shelters got along. 
But due to the 
great strength of 
she and her sister 
Shiquilla, and their 
mother, they were 
able to stick out the 
hard times and keep 
hope. 


Right, “Yoder House is a 
group home for kids with 
family situations, not only 
for kids on probation,” 


said senior Mark Baidinger. 


At the home, the young 
men living there, including 
Baidinger, are responsible 
for a list of daily chores. 
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“When we were little, my mom lost our 
house. It was good that we lived in a 
shelter. We got to experience other 
peoples’ lives other than our own.” 


-sophomore Shiquilla Wright 


The girls experienced their first shelter 


” Left, Senior Mark Baidinger has less years ago in Mississippi, along with their 

2 than a month left until he’s free from mother Paula Johnson. 

F living in his group home. He can leave At that time, their mom took charge and 
a= on Jan. 13. attempted to get the family out of the shelter. 


“I prayed on it. I started calling churches 
and went out to a lot of communities,” said 
Johnson. 

With Johnson trying, the Wright family 
still had to count on the shelter as home. 

“It was good that we lived in a shelter. We 
got to experience other peoples’ lives other 
than our own,” said Shiquilla. 

According to Shiqualla, the shelter wasn’t 
bad at all. It was a very appreciated roof over 
their heads. 

“The (Mississippi) shelter was good to us. 
They took us places. It had an upstairs, our 
own rooms and a kitchen,” she said. 

The experience may have helped the 
Wright girls see outside their own lives. 
Then once in Ft. Wayne to take advantage 
of the city’s and FWCS’ homeless placement 
program, any new shelters couldn’t have 
been any worse, though difficult in the 
transtion. : 

Left, Life in a home- “When we came to Ft. Wayne, it wasn’t 
less shelter brought the best at first,” said Shiquilla. 

its OWN Set of strug: At first, Shiquilla and Shiqualla had noth- 
coms et sale Ce ing to do in their first Ft. Wayne shelter. They 


more Shiquilla Wright, : : : : 
she always had faith were trying to find their way ina new town 


in her journey that and hopefully a better way of life. 

it would work out “It's bad to stay with some people (in 
someday somehow. shelters). They never get along. You don’t 
“Just being a teenager know what to do or where to go. Just staring 
yourself is hard,” said at your room. It was rough. I never want to 


Shiquilla. “And having 


to worry about stuff live in a shelter again,” said Shiqualla. 


your parents don’t. The Wrights’ days in that shelter were ba- 
VOU havelto cacritice sically spent doing nothing and being bored. 
and grow up.” “I'd wake up and go to school,” said 
Shiquilla. “At home I'd look at these people 
who don’t have jobs, and I'd think, go find 
one. But some people just need more help 
than others.” 

Thankfully now, and just in time for 
Christmas, the Wrights and Johnson no lon- 
ger live in that shelter nor any other. Thanks 
to the FWCS homeless placement program, 
led by coordinator George Fields, the girls 
are Officially enrolled at Northrop and the 
family now has its own apartment. 

“We're trying our best. We live in an 
apartment now. It’s a home,” said Shiqualla. 

The girls admit that certain parts of their 
past can never be forgotten. 

“We were on the road one time to pick 
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up my sister in Chicago. We hardly had gas 
money and my mom put only $5 in the gas 
tank so she could buy us some food. But it 
wasn’t enough. My mom started crying,” 
said Shiquilla. 

Money for basics like heating, electricity 
and several other necessities, but this family 
had to do without them. 

“One time we didn’t have gas at our 
home. We hardly took baths. We had to go 
to our uncle’s house. The bills do get you 
down,” said Shiqualla. 

Yet the hard times never split up the fam- 


ily. 


“We have had our hard times and our 
struggle times, but our family is strong,” said 
Shiqualla. 

Shiquilla and Johnson understand too. It’s 
not a life they chose, but one they learned to 
sacrifice for and make work somehow. It was 
their hope and faith that carried them. 

“Just being a teenager yourself is hard,” 
said Shiquilla. “And having to worry about 
stuff that your parents don’t. You have to 
sacrifice and grow up.” 

These two sisters could never get through 
their struggling without each other. 

“My sister and I aren’t peachy, but we get 
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“We're trying. 
We live in an 


apartment 
now. It’s a 
home.” 


-sophomore Shiqualla Wright 
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along. I depend on her a lot. She’s stronger 
than me and we catch each other when we 
fall,” said Shiquilla. 

Their hard life is not meant to be a cause 
for pity though. There is hope for their fu- 
ture. 

“T don’t want anybody to feel sorry for 
us,” said Shiquilla. 

“God helps each individual. It doesn’t 
matter where you're at. Everybody is strug- 
gling. We are all going to struggle one day. 
Even famous people struggle. Think about 
great things in life instead.” 

With many students at Northrop looking 
forward to Christmas and getting presents, 
Shiquilla and Shiqualla admit they aren’t. In- 
stead, they’re looking forward to what they 
see as the most important part of Christmas: 
family. 

“Last year we got blank CDs, CD cases 
and lip gloss. I don’t know if we'll get any- 
thing this year, but I love Christmas. It’s the 
best time of the year,” said Shiqualla. 

Family seems to be the greatest gift these 
two twins share. It’s what got them through. 

“We're saving money right now. Our 
mom is trying so hard, but her paychecks 
don’t do it. We just spend the holiday with 
our family,” said Shiquilla. 

The Wright girls are a true life example 
of not getting everything you want. They 
admit that’s true. They can’t ask their mother 
for money or go shopping and get a pair of 
shoes on a regular basis. It’s day to day. 

And though the three are still struggling, 
their experiences have led them to realize 
how they want to spend the future and what 
is truly important in life. 

“T want to be able to come up and take 


care of my mom. I don’t ever want to go 
back,” said Shiquilla. 


Yoder House 


three-level house, food, transporta- 
tion, your Own room in most cases, 
nd six bathrooms. It may even 
sound like The Brady Bunch. 

In a way it kind of is. There are two 
around-the-clock supervisors and six teenag- 
ers, one of them senior Mark Baidinger, who 
lives a group home called Yoder House. 

“Yoder House is a group home for kids 
with family issues,” said Baidinger. 

Living in a group home isn’t a life of 
luxury, though it is a reliable roof over 
Baidinger’s head. He said he has many cur- 
fews, chores and rules. Not to mention there 
is someone supervising 24/7. 

Baidinger’s daily routine consists of 
waking up at 5:45 in the morning to see if he 
wants breakfast. If he doesn’t get up, he can 
be put on restrictions, like sitting at the table 
from the time he gets home from school to 9 
p.m., or spend the night in his room. 

But once up, he has to clean his room and 
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“You’re limited to certain 


. || privileges and rules to abide by.” 


-senior Mark Baidinger 


make his bed, take a shower, clean down- 
stairs and complete his daily jobs. 

“Some of my jobs are vacuuming, dusting 
and cleaning the windows in the formal liv- 
ing room,” said Baidinger. 

All that in the morning before he leaves 
for Northrop at 7:15 a.m. 

He attends school then is picked up at 
2:35 p.m. From there it’s back home and time 
for study hour, or work. 

Everything at Yoder House is on a sched- 
ule. From the time Baidinger wakes up to the 
time he eats, what he eats, when goes to bed 
and when he does his laundry. 

“It’s frustrating. You’re limited to certain 
privileges and rules to abide by. You’re al- 
ways acting. You can’t be yourself,” he said. 

But yet at the holidays, it is still a place 
Baidinger can call home. 

There isn’t a total lockdown at Yoder 
House. The guys are free to do almost any- 
thing they want. They can leave with friends 
and family, just as long as they stay on the 
level they are allowed or assigned. 

Levels are the amount of privileges the 
guys can receive. Level one is phone privi- 
leges, level two allows them to have people 
over, and level three they get to leave for 
four hours (if someone signs them out). Lev- 
el four they can spend the night somewhere 
and level five is a weekend pass. Baidinger is 
now on level five. 

Levels are also awarded by the month 
based on behavior. The staff then decides if 
Baidinger is given a new level or not. 

Since Baidinger is on level five, he can 
leave for the weekend to go out with friends 
and family. As of now, he’s not limited to 
who he can leave with, while others are. 

When he does leave, he has to have 
someone sign for him, saying that they take 
responsibility for him and that they will have 
him back on time. 


| 
i 
f 


After a long 
study hour, 
which is 
required of all 
the boys at 
Yoder House, 
senior Mark 
Baidinger puts 
away his study 
material. 
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Yoder House 
FYI 


-20 hours of work 
required per week 


-5 levels of privileges 
awarded 


-9 p.m. curfew on 
weekdays, midnight 
on weekends 


“We have to be back by 9 p.m. on week- 
days, and midnight on weekends. If we’re 
late and haven’t called or we’re late for no 
reason, we can be put on TH (total house),” 
said Baidinger. 

Total house is where occupants are 
grounded to the house with no breaks. 

The guys also have to be in bed by 10 
p.m. and lights out at 11. According to Baid- 
inger, the only things they are really strict 
about are curfews and daily jobs. 

Baidinger also is assigned to cleaning 
certain parts of the house. His room must get 
changed every two weeks as well. 

“The hardest room is the kitchen. It takes 
about an hour and half to clean. You have to 
do the dishes, sweep, mop, clean the coun- 
ters and make dinner,” said Baidinger. 

All of Baidinger’s meals are on a sched- 
ule. He makes out the schedule and goes 
shopping with his supervisors and learns to 
balance his money. 

Another way Baidinger balances his bud- 
get is with the other things he buys. Every- 
one living there is required to work 20 hours 
a week, and when they get paid half of their 
check is to be put into the bank for saving 
when they leave Yoder House. 

“If we take any of that money out, we 
have to replace it,” he said. 

Not only does he have to deposit half of 
any checks he gets, but he has to balance his 
budget for clothes, and transportation which 
costs 25 cents, plus any other extras he might 
want. And at this time of year, that means 
extra money for any Christmas shopping. 

“It’s all right here I guess,” said Baidinger. 

He agreed that Yoder House has it benef- 
fits, but that doesn’t stop him from counting 
the days until he gets out. He’s been there for 
about seven months now, and on Jan. 13 he 
is scheduled for release. Another chance for 
life in his regular Ft. Wayne home, a home 
that he no longer wants to take for granted. 
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Winter sport outlook, who to watch 


NICK EHLERDING 
BRITTAINY ELLIS 
NICK STIEBER 


Richard puts up 18 
for team as captain 


ccording to the News Sentinel’s Prep 
Az: seniors Cruz Richard, Tra- 

vis White, and sophomore Carlton 
Bradtmiller will be the players that lead the 
boys’ basketball team to a successful season. 

In Richard’s recent game he put up 18 
points. 

Cruz will participate in the Holiday tour- 
nament on Dec. 28 against seventh ranked 
Luers. 

WB? What are your 
goals for this season? 
CR: Get a winning re- 
cord, I just want to win. 
WB? What’s your great- 
est accomplishment 
over the years? 

CR: Skill level, building 
up from freshman year, 
until now. 

WB? How does the 
team look this year? 
CR: We should be pretty 
good. 


Bowling for dad, Borne 
top Northrop bowler 


his is the third year that junior Patrick 
Borne has been on the Northrop 
bowling team. Borne has bowled a 300 
which is the highest you can get in bowling. 
He is also coached by his dad. 
WB? What's something about the team 
most people don’t know? 
PB: That it’s really a lot of fun. 
WB? What got you interested in bowling? 
PB: My dad used to 


WB? What’s it like 
having your dad as 
a coach? 

PB: It’s hard and 
easy. When I make 
a mistake I can go to 
him, but I want to 
impress him too, so 
it makes it harder. 
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bowl, I just followed. 


Sherrill only senior for 
girls’ basketball 


enior Faith Sherrill leads the girls’ 
Giese team to a winning record 
as the only senior on the team. 

Sherrill had 32 points alone against 

Prairie Heights 

on Nov. 19. 
Sherrill went 

five for eight 

at the line, 

and ended up 

with a total of 


Zz 

: nine points in 
is the South Side 

5 game. 

ys Sherrill has 


been playing since she was little. This is 
her third year on the Northrop team. 
WB? What are your personal goals? 

FS: To make All-Area, All-SAC, and to be 
a good leader. 

WB? What are the team goals? 

FS: Win as many games as possible, win 
SAC, and get out of sectionals. 

WB? How does it feel to be the only 
senior? 

FS: It makes me feel more like a leader. 
WB? How is the team looking this year? 
FS: We are pretty good, we’re 3-3. 


Martinez improving 
high game of 244 


scorer for the girls’ bowling team. 
She is hoping to improve her high 
score game from last year of 244. 
WB? What's something about the team 
most people don’t 
know? 
AM: That bowling 
is a lot of fun, and 
hard work. 
WB? What got 
you interested in 
bowling? 
AM: My dad used 
to bow] all the time 
and then he taught 
me. 
WB? What’s it take to be a good bowler? 
AM: Practice and have fun with it. 


¢ ophomore Ana Martinez is the top 
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Neuenschwander 
leads boys’ swim 


oys’ swimming finished with a 
B conference record of 3-10 and an 
overall record of 8-5-0 last year, 
due in part to the performances of senior 
Tyler Neuenschwander, who is back as the 
captain of this season’s team. 

“He’s reliable. He’s one of those swim- 
mers that you can count on to get the 
times,” said head coach Lisa Ketcham. 
WB? What are your expectations for 
yourself this season? 

TN: I would like to improve all of my 
times and do well in the relays in the SAC. 
WB? What is your greatest accomplish- 
ment in swimming? 

TN: I guess breaking 60 seconds in the 100 
free, last year. 

WB? What is 
something most 
people don’t 
know about 
you? 

TN: L actually 
want to try this 
year. The past 
year I’ve been 
doing it just to 
stay in shape. 


Diver Davis handles 
fear of heights 


ast season, sophomore diver Lynsee 
Davis received the highest single 
score of 156.85 on the girls’ swim 
and dive team. 

Her season was then cut short because 
of a back injury. But, she made a strong 
recovery and is back for this season. 

WB? What is your greatest accomplish- 
ment? 

LD: Getting over my 
fear of heights. 

WB? What is some- 
thing most people 
don’t know about 
Northrop’s team? 
LD: We work a lot 
harder than most 
people think. It takes a 
lot of courage to even 
jump off the board. 


TISAVS1 HVAVS 


McKinney dedicated 
wrestling captain 


op senior wrestler and captain 
Darryl McKinney will help his team 
this year with his leadership and 
wrestling abilities. 
WB? What's something about the team 
most people don’t know? 
DM: That there 
is a lot more 
practice in wres- 
tling than any 
other sports. 
WB? What's 
your greatest 
achievement in 
wrestling? 
DM: Being a 
& varsity wrestler 
for four years 


and this year a captain. 

WB? What got you interested in wres- 
tling? 

I wrestled at the other schools I went too. 
WB? What are your season goals? 

Go to state. 

WB? What's it take to be on the wres- 
tling team and be a good wrestler? 

It takes time, practice and dedication, but 
it is a lot of fun. 


Gymnast Orendorff 
wanis state top three 


unior Megan Orendorff will lead the 

gymnastic team this season as a co- 
captain with junior Dina Petridis. 

Last year, the girls’ finished with an 11-1 
record, with their 
only loss coming 
from Dwenger. 
WB? What are 
your goals for 
the upcoming 
season? 

MO: I want to 
get top three at 
sectionals, keep 
a winning record 
and individually 
get as many tricks as possible. 

WB? What is your greatest accomplish- 
ment? 

MO: Getting my full on the floor in sec- 
tionals. 

WB? How does it feel to be a captain? 
MO: I think Dina and | are leaders. I feel 
that the other girls have someone to look 
up to. 
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Pain, Love It wrestlers’ motto 


other to the ground. Sounds like 
something on late-night WWE. 

The pain, the sacrifice, and the love of 
it all. It’s happening right here, down in 
the wrestling room. Welcome to another 
Northrop wrestling practice. 

First off, I would like to thank head 
wrestling coach Andy Shipe for allowing 
me into his practice for this story. Most 
coaches have closed practices so play- 
ers don’t get distracted. Although I was 
in there, I don’t think the wrestlers even 
noticed me when Shipe’s booming voice 
suddenly yelled for them to start jogging. 

That’s how the team started off practice. 
From there they went into some pretty ex- 
tensive stretching. It was then time for three 
different ways of doing push-ups, and then 
onto crunches and v-ups. 

The team members seemed to equally 
dislike the leg lifts they had to do next. 
This is where an athlete lays on the ground, 
places his hand under the butt and lifts his 
legs six inches off the ground, keeping the 
legs straight. Sounds easy, huh. It’s not. 

The guys had to hold that position for 
one minute and if someone’s legs touched 
the ground they had to start over. Sure 
enough. They weren’t too happy when 
Shipe made them do it again. 


: weaty, muscular bodies pinning each 


Logue among areas 
best hockey players 


enior Adam Logue scored all five 
Ge" in the championship game 

last year. He will be one of the top 
scorers again this year. 

“He’s one of the best high school 
hockey players in Ft. Wayne,” said head 
hockey coach Dave Rogers. 

WB? What are you expectations for 
yourself this season? 

AL: This year I hope to develop a lot. 
WB? What's something about yourself 
most people don’t know? 

AL: I could care less about myself and 
my stats. All I want to do is win for the 
team. 

WB? What is some- 
thing most people 
don’t know about 
the team? 

AL: We still have a 
very good chance of 
repeating our win 
at state. Still have a 
very good chance of 
repeating state. 


ONIGSSIHS ADIN 
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Then came an interesting little competi- 
tion. The last person still able to hold his leg 
lifts longer than anyone else didn’t have to 
condition after practice. 

I have to give credit where credit is due. 
This one definitely went to senior Cody 
Brake. Not only was he the last one, he held 
that position for 16 minutes, when most of 
the other guys dropped out at five. 

The atmosphere was 
enjoyable yet produc- 
tive. The wrestlers 
joked and had fun, but 
also worked hard when 
it was time. As soon 
as Shipe said it’s time 
to start a new drill, the 
athletes didn’t waste 
anytime doing it. 

The padded wres- 
tling room kind of 
reminded me of the 
padded cells some- 
times seen in movies. And then there was 
a sign that caught my attention, and set the 
tone for Northrop’s wrestling program. 

It read: Hurt-Pain-Agony, LOVE IT! 

This was the motto for the team. And it 
seemed to be right on. Wrestlers grinded 
each other into the mat. There were looks of 
pain. And many did seem to get into it. 

I learned that Northrop’s wrestlers don’t 
get enough credit for what they do. They go 
through much pain physically and mentally. 

Sure, in many sports you hear about the 
physical stuff like all the conditioning and 
the tough practices, but you don’t always 
hear or see the mental. 

These wrestlers are constantly pushing 
their bodies to the limit. Getting in and out 
of holds while still continuing match after 
match. They also put themselves on strict 
diets to stay in their weight classes. 

For senior C.C. McDonald, having to 
listen to Shipe’s oldies music before practice 
was a struggle too. Shipe likes the oldies. 

As a matter a fact, that was one of the first 
things I noticed when walking into the wres- 
tling room. It wasn’t the smell (which wasn’t 
all that bad), it was “Play That Funky Music 
White Boy,” then “Super Freak.” Then “Low 
Rider” which seemed to be the team’s fa- 
vorite. Then McDonald’s favorite, “I Believe 
In Miracles.” (Actaully, McDonald walked 
away with his ear’s covered.) 

This Northrop wrestling practice was a 
treat, a chance to get behind the scenes and 
see what makes this team tick. It was inter- 
esting and at times funny. 

I plan now to make it to some wrestling 
meets this season. They look to do well, led 
by senior co-captains Brake and Darryl] 
McKinney. 


Lines 


TELYSHA 
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Wims to Nebraska with 
track full-ride 


Senior Scott Wims recently 
signed to the University of 
Nebraska on a full-ride track 
scholarship starting in 2006. 

“They have a good track 


a cys ; 
| % program and facilities. It’s a 
‘z great school,” said Wims. 
Z A defending state champ, 
Wims also won the 200-meter 
Defending dash at the ‘05 state meet. 
state champ “Scott has added to the 
in the 200- oo 
great depth of sprinters that 
meter dash, ; Bites 
Canine Northrop has produced,” said 
Scott Wims_ __ head track coach Bob Shank. 
recently “You just have to work 
signed to your hardest and don’t doubt 
the yourself because when you 
University doubt yourself that’s when 
of Nebraska you fail mentally,” said Wims. 
eee “When you fail mentally you 
and field. y vay, 


lose mental advantage.” 


Girls’ swim and dive 
1-3 after Dekalb defeat 


The girls’ swim and dive team has a 
record of 1-3 after a meet against Dekalb. It 
was a close game, but the girls’ lost by three 
with a final score of 90-93. 

“They are doing great and making great 
progress this year,” said head coach Lisa 
Ketcham. 

Some of the top swimmers so far in the 
season include freshman Emily Welles, 
junior Amanda Griffith, and senior captain 
Ashley Derickson. Top divers include fresh- 
man Jamie Curtis and Griffith, and sopho- 
more Lynsee Davis. 

The team’s next meet is against East 
Noble on Dec. 15 at East Noble. 


Logue top scorer with 
37, leads hockey 


“Winning is not everything. You got to 
take it one step at a time,” said head hockey 
coach Dave Rogers. 

The team is 1-8 so far this season. 

“We play good, we just don’t finish 
strong,” said junior Joey Mikolay. 

They are led by senior captain Adam 
Logue. Logue has a total of 37 goals so far in 
his hockey career at Northrop. 

“Our key is to be patient. You got to be 
careful moving them forward because you 
don’t want to rush them then end up losing,” 
said Rogers. 
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Wrestlers take down 
North Side freshmen 


The wrestling team won its first com- 
petition against North Side with a score of 
48-35. 

“We're doing good because we’re 
already giving up 18 points in the begin- 
ning because we’re missing three weight 
classes, “ said head coach Andy Shipe. 

North Side’s wrestling team had a lot 
of younger guys, so there were seniors 
competing against freshmen in their first 
meet. 

“They all did what they had to do to 
win the meet,” said Shipe. 


Boys’ swim and dive 
2-1, led by Chaney 


The boys’ swim and dive team came 
away with a win on Dec. 5 against 
Dekalb, and Adam Central, but lost to 
Carroll. The team’s record stands at 2-1. 

The team practices for an hour a day, 
four days a week. The divers spend time 
practicing form and learn a new dive each 


week. 

“T got started in swimming, when I 
realized this is the only sport I can do well 
in,” said junior Adam Garland. 

Some of the top finishers for the boys’ 
are junior Brandon Garr, sophomore Cur- 
tis Chaney and also Garland. 

Chaney also recently improved a 
school record in swimming. 

Its next meet is Dec. 15, against An- 
gola. 


Gymnastics prepares 
for Jan. 9 start 


The gymnastics team tumbles into 
the season preparing for the long season 
ahead. 

Gymnastics practice has officially 
started, and the team’s nine members are 
training for its first meet on Jan. 9 against 
Southside. 

The team’s head coach is Kim Coak 
and Christine Binns is assistant coach this 
year. The team is captained by juniors 
Megan Orendorf and Dina Petridis. 

“T think we'll have a good show on 
beam and floor,” said Binns. 

Binns hopes the team continues to 
work well together as a team and keep 
energy up throughout the long season. 
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Boys’ basketball 0-2; 
Dec. games ahead 


The boys’ basketball team has started 
off its season with an 0-2 record. Junior 
guard Brett Rahrer has beed the leading 
scorer for the Bruins, followed by senior 
Cruz Richard. 

“We have struggled in our first couple 
games. We have played some experienced 
teams, so of our inexperienced in the 
perimeter we have made too many turn- 
overs,” said head coach Greg Peden. 

The boys’ upcoming games are Dec. 
16 against Elmhurst at home, Dec. 20 at 
Bellmont, and away game at Concordia 
on Dec. 21. 

“Basically, we might adjust playing 
time,” said Peden. “It’s just a matter of 
maintaining our focus, and through that 
we should improve.” 


Young girls’ 
basketball team 2-3 


The girls’ basketball team currently 
stands at 2-3 with wins against Marrion 
and Prairie Heights. 

The team hopes to improve its stand- 
ings and meet its goals for this season. 

“Our goals are the same every year. We 
want to win a conference and sectional 
championship. Our main goal is just to get 
better as the season goes on,” said head 
coach Greg Rahrer. 

The team strives to work on defense, 
but mainly on offense to prevent the nu- 
merous turnovers this year. 

“We're a young team. We need to con- 
tinue to gain experience to get better,” said 
Rahrer. 


Bowling city 
championship nears 


Sophomores Casey Haag and Ana 
Martinez are leading the girls’ bowling 
team while senior Josh Howard leads the 
boys’. 

“The girls have great personalities. 
And Josh is a good leader,” said head 
coach Rick Flaugh. 

Both bowling teams have participated 
in three competitions so far this season. 

The first match was against Elmhurst. 
The boys’ tied for total points, but lost in 
total pins. The girls’ won. 

“This season will be good. We’re mid- 
pack right now. I predict that we’ll win 
the city championship,” said Flaugh. 


Rent’s spicy subjects pull in viewers 


he recent musical turned movie, Rent, 
mixes great music and dance with 
hard topics such as AIDS, drug addicts 
and more. 

Rent began on Broadway in 1996. The 
musical was made based on Puccini's opera 
La Boheme. In the stage musical, there are no 
speaking lines. But in the new movie release, 
director Chris Columbus did a good job ty- 
ing in speaking parts with original music. 

Rent takes place in New York’s East Vil- 
lage. The movie is about a group of bohe- 
mians being evicted from their apartments 
because they didn’t pay last year’s rent. 

Two friends, Roger (Adam Pascal) and 
Mark (Anthony Rapp) decide to stand up for 
their apartment. 

Roger is a guitar player waiting to actu- 
ally finish a good song. Mark is a man who 
takes his video camera everywhere, search- 
ing for his big shot. 

Benny (Taye Diggs) an old friend of theirs 
now has ownership of the building and 
wants everyone out, even though he had 
previously told his friends they didn’t need 
to worry about paying last year’s rent. 

Luckily for me, I like musicals. But in the 
movie theater, I could picture many people 
watching this movie and making fun of 
many of the actors. 

The music in the movie is great. Actor 
Jesse L. Martin from Law & Order also is 
surprising with his deep, rich, mellow voice. 

The song that grabbed the most was 
“Light My Candle.” Throughout the song, 
Mimi (Rosario Dawson) is searching Roger’s 


-The Phantom of Opera 


-Little Shop of Horrors — 


apartment, looking for her stash that she 


dropped. 


It was easy to fall in love with Daw- 
son’s voice throughout the movie. She 
also is very impressive, especially since 
she’s such a well-known actress and 
memorable for her recent role in Sin City. 

My favorite character was Angel 
(Wilson Heredin), who played a sassy 


Check It Out 


SARAH 
LEAVELL 


drag queen struck with 
AIDS. Angel was able 
to not let it bother him 
and made life the best 
he could. He eventually 
becomes a motivator 
for all the other charac- 
ters in the movie. 

In one scene he is 
dancing around ina 
Santa Claus costume 
singing “Today 4 U.” It 
is hilarious. The song is 
so catchy and Heredin 
plays the part just right. 


Another point about the movie is the 
portrayal of a gay and lesbian society. 
Here, the touchy topic is mixed with 
funny scenes that effectively keep the 
movie's focus and don’t drag it down. 

It’s also interesting throughout the 
movie to find out what the characters 
have survived in their pasts, and how 
they came to be who they are. 

Whether you've seen the original 
musical, or are just a movie fanatic, Rent is 
worth the ticket. A- 


Check This Out 


Other great musicals turned to movies 


-Fiddler On The Roof 


-Grease 


-Annie 


WB? / DEC. 2005 


TOK 9 


Broadway Shows 


1. Wicked 
2. Spamalot 


3. The Lion King 
4. Mama Mia 
5. Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 


6 « The Producers 


ie The Phantom of the Opera 


8. Hairspray 
oe Chicago 


LO. Doubt (Play) 


-source: insurance-finance.com 
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New Goblet of Fire film keeps Harry Potter craze going and going 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


He’s at it again. 
Harry’s back in the 
new movie Harry 
Potter and The 
Goblet of Fire. 
The success of 
the films and 
books have only 
increased all 
over the world. 


uggles get ready! 
Known to the wizard world as nonmagical people, and if you already 
knew you were one, then a true Harry Potter fan you are and ready 


for the fourth movie release based on the book of the same name, Harry Potter 
and The Goblet Of Fire. 

In her book, author J.K Rowling writes about a world of witches and 
wizards and her now young teenage hero, Harry Potter. And now after four 
movies, and six books, the Potter mania has yet to stop. 

“People are fascinated with Harry Potter, because it gives them a chance 
to escape from the real world, by reading about another magical land,” 
said junior Cecaily Yoder. 

Yoder started reading about Potter in 1997, when Harry started his first 
year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. She said she will keep 
reading too, until his time at Hogwarts comes to an end. 

Since the first book, Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, the ever-famous 
Potter has spellbound children, teenagers and adults alike. 
“They are appropriate for any age. I read it, my brother reads it, and my mom 
reads it too,” said Yoder. 

Bruin Potter fans seem to have a special relation with the characters in Rowling’s 
stories. Not only because of their personalities, but because of their ages too. 
ot 4 x 4 Potter enrolled in his first year at Hogwarts when he was 13 years old. That is 
~ ae £ 4 fs m& also the same age most fans begin reading Rowling’s books. Her stories give students 
| something to relate to, it seems. The characters are going through family, relationship 

and school problems, same as Northrop students. 

Sophomore James Day has been following Potter for the past three years, as 
Harry continues his adventures at Hogwarts. 

“Tam most like Dumbledore because I enjoy being in charge 
of things,” said Day. 

Dumbledore is Hogwarts’ headmaster. He is 
similar to the principal of the school and is one 
of Potter’s very close friends. 

There are also characters who relate 
closely to a teen audience. Like Hermione 
Grainger, who is best friends with Potter 
and another boy Ron Weasley. Grainger is 
smart and witty. She always knows what 
she’s talking about. Weasley seems to be a riot too. 
“He’s so funny. He just kills me,” says Yoder, on 
Weasley, her favorite Potter character. Weasley is from a family 
of seven children and his father works for the Daily Prophet, the wizard 
world’s local newspaper. 

In the new movie, director Mike Newell has succcessfully con- 
verted Rowling’s page-turning book, bringing the characters to life. 

Upon release in mid-November, Harry Potter and The Goblet of 
Fire brought in $102,335,066 in its opening weekend. Proof again 
that Potter mania is alive and well. Many Bruin Potter fans even 

went to see it at the stroke of midnight opening night. 


ALL PHOTOS 
AND ART COURTESY OF 
SARAH LEAVELL 


WB? / DEC. 2005 


16 / PREMIERE 


jelly beans 


calendars 
video games 
stickers 


wands 


“The movies bring the characters and the plots to life,” said Yoder. 

Like most of Rowling’s devoted fans, Yoder included, the movies bring the books out ina 
much different way take the reader and viewer inside the mind of all the Potter characters. 

As America’s fascination with Harry Potter continues, so is the obsession and buying and 
selling of all kinds of Potter gear. If Harry’s name is on it, there’s a buck to be made. 

One store called Whimsic Alley located in Santa Monica, California, is a place where fans 
can get anything from pencil erasers to full-blown Hogwarts uniforms, wands included. 
Fans can also buy Bertie Botts Every Flavor Beans, 
which have flavors from earwax to earthworms to 
rotten eggs and vomit. 

Whimsic Alley looks just like a wizard’s shop 
should. Stonewalls with lanterns hanging, caul- 
drons, iron doors and stained- glass windows. 


cloaks 
pencil erasers 
clothing items 


For Northrop Potter fans, they can and do load 


up on Potter gear through online shops like 


Alivans, which sell wands, cloaks and all the cloth- 

ing items a true Hogwarts student would need. 
The movie only enhances it all, with other Pot- 

ter books sure to be made into movies as well. It’s 

the stuff adventures are made of, for Potter and 

his friends at Hogwarts, and for many Bruins too. 

A chance to escape into someone else’s reality for a 


little bit of freedom and fun. 


Potter and Weasley (left) are just 
two of the delightful characters in 
the popular Harry Potter series. 


Potter’s new movie 
Harry Potter and The 
Goblet of Fire is based 
on the fourth book of 
the same name. Rated 
PG-13 due to some 
scary scenes, the 
movie portrays Potter 
and his friends now as 
teens. 


Goblet on fire 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


oung romance, monsters, dragons, 
Yon and magic are just some of 

the treats awaiting in this year’s 
Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire. 

The author of these captivating books 
(now six total), that inspired the movies is 
J. K. Rowling who has done a wonderful 
job of capturing the attention of millions 
of people. 

Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire is 
based on the fourth Harry Potter book, 
and is by far the best movie out of the Pot- 
ter series yet. 

The new movie was directed by Mike 
Newell, who also directed movies such as 
Mona Lisa Smile and I Capture the Castle. 

The movie has amazing real-life 
graphics that look unbelievably lifelike. 
Even with a running time of about two- 
and-a-half hours, I was craving more. 

Call me a Potter fan, but statistics don’t 


lie. In its debut weekend the movie grossed 
over $101.4 million. 

This time Harry Potter is rated PG-13, 
because of the scary monsters and creatures 
throughout the film, which nevertheless 
makes the movie that much better. 

The goblet of fire in the movie is indeed a 
goblet with blue fiery flames that twirl out of 
it. But there is more to it than that. Students 
above the age of 17 from Hogwarts (Potter’s 
home school) and two other visiting schools, 
can put their name into the goblet. 

From here, whoever is chosen (one person 
from each school) has to go through three 
excruciating skill-testing events, basically a 
fight for their lives. Then whoever wins is 
awarded the TriWizard cup. 

The movie is very close to the original 
book. It couldn’t have been much better as 
far as accuracy. Any parts of the book that 
may have been left out were not huge details 
and probably were dropped for sake of time. 

The boy we know as Harry is played by 
Daniel Radcliffe, along with his red-headed 
friend Ron Weasley (Rupert Watson) and the 
curly-haired smarty pants Hermione, played 
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very well by Emma Watson. 

Even if someone isn’t a hardcore Potter 
fan, all the Potter movies are so true to their 
books that it’s easy for anyone to follow. 

This series interests so many people 
because they have watched three somewhat 
geeky kids mature into interesting teenagers. 

The story of Potter has caught a little piece 
of the world’s heart. Any reader or viewer 
can’t help but be so engrossed in the magical 
life of this fictional character, that we keep 
coming back to see what Harry will do next. 
A 


Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor 
Beans feature flavors such 
as earwax and vomit. 
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Teens lack diet control, exercise 


STAFF 


ruins, sometimes 10 or more, 
B line up at the nearest junk 

food or pop machine before 
and after school. 

Is this a problem? A symbol of 
still too many overweight or obese 
Northrop students? 

According to a recent Journal- 
Gazette article, obesity is the cause 
of 112,000 deaths per year. 

Also, obese patients are account- 
able for around $75 billion of the 
nation’s already hefty medical bill. 

What's Bruin? staff also noticed 
students spending much of their 
time during classes and the school 
day eating junk food. This is both 
unhealthy and disruptive. 

Now, there are other problems 
besides available junk food contrib- 
uting to overweight students. 

For example, if cafeteria food may 
not be seen as the healthiest, look 
again. The Northrop salad bar offers 
a healthy option every day. 

What’s Bruin? also believes that 
the issue of obesity shouldn’t be 
blamed solely on the schools. 

If students blatanly choose un- 
healthy food, it is their own fault 
and shouldn’t place blame on any- 
one other than themselves. 

Life at home also sparks much of 
what What’s Bruin? believes to be 
the main causes of obesity. 

First of all, most staff believes 
parents allow their teens to get away 
with eating unhealthy food way too 
often. Not providing healthy 
options, or just saying no, only 
worsens the problem. 

Staff members added they know 
of students who do nothing after 
school but go home, eat, watch TV 
or play video games. 

Being motivated to not sit around 
all night can help Northrop teens to 
lose weight and prevent them from 
gaining. Teens who put their minds 
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to losing weight, exercising more, 
and keeping a healthy diet can keep 
the pounds off. 

However, teens also have to deal 
with stress. Today students have 
jobs that demand long shifts several 
days of the week. After a work shift 
and doing homework the rest of 
the night, teens can give up time to 
exercise. 


Yun... Yum... 
Me might get onion breath though. 


ARIEL CASE 
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To deal with this problem that 
never seems to go away, What’s 
Bruin? suggests students simply cut 
back on eating, even if a little, and 
make time somehow for exercise. 

If teens try to be more physically 
active, they will burn more calories. 
In the end, this and better eating 
habits will help a teen get control, 
feel better and gain self-esteem. 


Unpopular leaders, good intentions 


people. Admit it. The popular people are 

the ones that people think have all the 
answers, and most importantly, have the 
ability to win over a crowd. However, a very 
important problem has occurred because 
of this stereotype: American citizens have 
begun electing their political officials based 
only on these stereotypes. 

I love living in America. The main 
reason is because as individual citizens we 
have the right to make our own decisions. 
Even though it is a person’s decision to 
elect a person because of his looks and/or 
popularity, people should still try to consider 
what matters more. 

During the recall election of Governor 
Gray Davis, California was going through a 
rough time and desperately needed someone 
to save the state from a horrid economy. 
With hundreds of so-called politicians 
running for office, California chose The 
Terminator himself, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Even though he was elected mainly because 
of his popularity, he is still doing an 
outstanding job reforming California. 

However, now that there are no major 
political scandals or allegations in California, 
polls show that his popularity is dropping, 


|: life, everyone always likes the popular 


because nothing exciting is happening. 

Another example is the 2004 vice- 
presidential nominee John Edwards. Many 
people believed Edwards would make it 
to the White House one way or another 
because he was an intelligent, good-looking, 
charming and very 
popular politician. But 
as we all know, Edwards 
did not make the White 
House. 

For one reason or 
another, people always 
seem to elect the good- 
looking and charming 
politician, whether he is 
qualified or not. 

There are historians 
that say that Abraham 
Lincoln, one of our 
greatest presidents, would 
not have been elected to office in today’s 
society. The reasons being that Lincoln was 
not a very attractive man and had a higher- 
pitched voice than most people. Can anyone 
imagine what our society would be like if 
Lincoln had never been elected to office? It 
would be chaos. 

Like I said before, this is America and 


Intention 
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if a person wishes to vote for a politician 
that is charming and good-looking, than 
go ahead. But, I hope that people will take 
into consideration that they will be leading 
America and must be qualified. 

Everyone loves the politicians that make 
the popular decisions that make everyone’s 
day brighter, whether it is cutting taxes, 
responding well to crisis or bringing troops 
home from war. But in my opinion, the truly 
great politician is the one that is not afraid to 
make unpopular decisions, which in the end 
is best for us all. 

Many people are criticizing President 
Bush about the war in Iraq. Whether you 
agree with it or not, Bush should at least be 
given credit for sticking to his beliefs, rather 
than changing his mind because the latest 
poll tells him to. 

It is said that people will make their 
initial opinion of a person in the first few 
seconds of their first meeting. But, to really 
understand someone it is important to look 
at them as a whole. 

For those that will be 18 or older by the 
next election, midterm or Presidential, I ask 
that people at least research a candidate’s 
political positions before deciding. And 
forget about who is better looking. 


Toss a salad with Cookie Monster 


( “re Monster is dead and the 
producers of Sesame Street killed him. 
Or at least he’s dead in my mind. 

As part of the Healthy Eating Habits for 
Life program sponsored by Sunkist, many 
children’s television shows, including Sesame 
Street, are being brainwashed and forced to 
push fruits and vegetables wherever they 
can, including into Cookie Monster’s regular 
diet of cookies. 

Now let’s get something straight. 

Monsters do not eat vegetables. The only 
two things monsters eat, that we know, are 
cookies and human flesh. That's it. 

Cookie Monster eats cookies and has only 
eaten cookies for over 30 years. Changing 
Cookie Monster into a politically-correct 
veggie monster doesn’t make any sense. 

Having him eat produce is in itself a 
contradiction of his name: Cookie Monster. 

Besides, Sesame Street is already filled with 
too many of these unbelievable characters as 
it is. 

The Count, for instance, is a vampire who 
doesn’t kill people or suck blood, but rather 
teaches children how to count the numbers 


one through 15. 

I can only imagine who the next character 
on the Sesame Street producers’ hit list is 
going to be. 

My money is on Oscar 
the Grouch. I predict 
they’re going to take him 
out of his trash can, set 
him up in a nice little 
apartment next to Bert 
and Ernie and rename him 
Oscar The Optimist. 

All joking aside, is it 
really Cookie Monster’s 
fault that American 
children are getting so fat? 

The “late” Cookie 
Monster’s uncontrollable 

addiction to cookies did 
not make these children 
fat: Their parents did. 

Cookie Monster doesn’t make parents 
take their kids to McDonald’s four times a 
week, then hit the grocery store only to stuff 
their cupboards with junk food. 

Jim Henson, the creator of Sesame Street 


Common 
Sense 


ates 


NICK 
STIEBER 
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and The Muppets, has to be turning in his 
grave right now as overly-concerned parents 
and parts of corporate America unmercifully 
tear the worlds of his characters apart. 

Henson created his characters to give 
the children of America a fun show to 
watch, while still providing the elements of 
education needed to prepare children for 
grade school. The show that most of us grew 
up with is being destroyed before our very 
eyes, and no one even cares. 

I guess in the post-Henson world, some 
people now feel the need to gut the fun out 
of everything for the sole purpose of being 
politically correct. And that’s exactly why 
they went too far and killed Cookie Monster. 

But it’s not too late. There’s hope. Cookie 
Monster can still be saved. For those who 
wish to save an old childhood friend, go and 
petition Cookie Monster’s resurrection at: 
www.petitiononline.com/cookiel2/. 

This column has been brought to you 
by the letters U and H for unjustifiable 
homicide. 

And can anyone tell me how to get, how 
to get back to Sesame Street? 
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new Car, 
because 
| don’t 
like my 
old one 
any- 
more.” 


-junior 
Ashley 
Medsker 


“Com- 
puter 
parts, 
because 
comput- 
ers are 
awe- 
some.” 


-sophomore 
Matt 
Siegel 


Letters 2 the Editar 


New dress code for 
Northrop athletes 


Telysha Richardson made some 

excellent points about dress codes. I 
also believe that the demand for proper 
dress among athletes in particular, 
and with the public in general, is long 
overdue. 

The push to get NBA players to go to 
a dress code was a demand made from 
the corporate sponsors of the league, not 
from the fan base, which eliminates the 
racist argument. 

Money talks and the league realized 
that something had to be done to 


| n her last column, “Side Lines,” 
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make their product more in line with 
professionalism and class, or they would see 
sponsorship and funding dry up. 

Allen Iverson did say he would honor the 
dress code, but suggested that the NBA give 
players money to buy new clothes. This from 
a guy who makes more money in one season 
than the vast majority of us will make in 10 
lifetimes. 

I certainly agree that a similar code needs 
to be established for Northrop athletes. 

I will propose to coaches that on game 
days, no matter what the sport, no jerseys, 
team T-shirts, etc., will be worn. The only 
proper dress will be a dress shirt that is 
tucked in, a tie, dress pants or khakis worn 
at proper height with no sagging, and dress 
shoes (no athletic shoes) for boys. Dresses, 
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“| 


want a 
new 
cell 
phone. 
Mine 
was 
stolen.” 


-sophomore 
Kirsti 
Ude 


“| want 
clothes, 
and 
some 
hot 
new 
hats.” 


-freshman 
Rico 
Hamilton 


skirts at proper length, or slacks with 
dress shoes (no athletic shoes) will be for 
girls. 

I agree with Telysha, that it is a matter 
of pride. Being dressed up shows class 
and respect for the team, school and the 
sport itself. 


-athletic director Mike McMillen 


Band recognition 
always appreciated 


their recent excellent stories about 

the band. As a member of BOP, I can 
vouch for our hard work and I’m glad 
that we are getting a little recognition. 
Thank you. It’s much appreciated. 


[e to thank What’s Bruin? for 


-anonymous band member 


ls there too much 
profanity at Northrop? 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


mouthful of yuck. 
Walking down the halls of Northrop, most get an ear full 


of profanity. Students do not take it into consideration, that 
they are in school and some people would rather not hear these 
profound words. 

According to MSNBC news online recently, all children go 
through a phase of emitting inappropriate words at one point in 
their life, rather it be in the early ages or in the late ages. 

Teens know when they are using inappropriate language. For 
those people who do curse on a regular bases should be responsible 
and caring enough to only use it at the right time. 

Also reported by MSNBC, teens who use this kind of language 
either grow up around it and it is now part of their everyday 
vocabulary, or they are just using it to fit in a particular group. 

Students at Northrop may not fall into either of these categories, 
but they fall into something because many use these profound 
words in every sentence that comes out of their mouth. 

Because of their cussing they are looked down upon and do not 
have the best of respect from others. 

For example, in the professional world you do not hear 
employees cussing because it is unprofessional and customers will 
not take you seriously like they should. 

Image is not only the way you look and dress, but it is also your 
attitude and your choice of words, which a person is judged upon. 

Northrop teachers and administrators try little things to punish 
these students who choose to use these words. For instance, one 
teacher who hears a cuss word in the hall makes the offender do 10 
push-ups. Other consequences may result in community service. 

Although this method doesn’t 
seem to work, faculty does try and 
we have to give them credit. 

Don’t deny it. Cussing is a 
big problem at Northrop. But 
unfortunately, there really isn’t 
anything any one person can do to 
stop it. Things are being tried, but 
most of them fail. 

In the end, the only way 
students will stop cussing is if they 
choose to. 

Bruins are capable of saying 
the right things, and are able to be 
mature enough to act like adults. 
They just choose not to. 

And if they keep cussing, they 
should be respectful enough to 
keep it to themselves and far away 
from Northrop. 


SHELBY VORNDRAN 
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hat is so wrong with profanity anyway? It’s just an 
W ees of the English language, right? 
You hear it in movies, music and on TV everyday, so 
what's the difference when it is heard in the halls of Northrop? 

I admit it. | got community service recently because I cussed 
right in front of an administrator. I had to clean outside for one 
hour and 45 minutes. 

I got caught. But in the end, punishments like community 
service I don’t believe solve the whole problem. For some, it just 
makes them more careful for the future, to make sure no faculty is 
around. 

Cracking down on offenders may make a difference in the short 
term, but unfortunately, this really isn’t going to change someone’s 
views and practices overall. Half the time, students cuss at school 
because their parents do at home, or their parents allow it. The 
result is students get used to it in their homes. 

Swearing expert Timothy Jay, author of the book Cursing in 
American, explained recently in Redbook’s “You and Your Child,” 
that language values change over time. Many words that were 
“bad” in the ‘60s are now culturally acceptable, reported Jay. For 
example, TV shows such as South Park, The Jerry Springer Show, and 
music videos always use inappropriate names or remarks. 

So where does one draw the line? Profanity to make another feel 
less about themselves is plain wrong. This is where it’s out of hand. 
Some people cuss only when they’re angry, but if they start calling 
others, especially females, by foul names, that is disrespectful. 

People should be able to say whatever they want to say. It really 
doesn’t hurt anyone unless they’re using it in the wrong way. 

Sometimes students just 
do it to fit in. They think it’s 
cool. But here, they usually 
end up cussing all the time 
and don’t even realize it. 

It may not be right, but in 
today’s society, it’s not a big 
deal anymore. 

Northrop isn’t out of 
control with profanity. If so, 
the whole school would be 
outside picking up trash. 

If students are using 
profanity to tear down 
others, that’s when they 
should be disciplined. 

In the meantime, it’s the 
casual thing to do and it 
shouldn’t be such a big deal. 
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Christmas 


C haltant 


Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


DECEMBER 19 THRU DECEMBER 30 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY UNTIL 5:00 PM 


$4,95 


2 HOUR SESSION OF BOWLING 
SHOE RENTAL 
SOFT DRINK 
2 GAME TOKENS 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

3731 STONEY CREEK. 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


LET’s BoOowL 


Gepunne Bowl Village Bow! 
6770 be Sayreayy Bivd. 1710 Bluffton Rd. 
9-8610 747-0611 


WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 


Looking for a competitive edge? 


T is a tinted soft contact lens designed to aid visual performance in 
sone ike baseball, football, soccer, golf, tennis and hunting. 


THE BALL BETTER 


SUMMIT EYE CARE 


CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT CRAIG A. BONHAM, 0.0. 


; . . : 1240 Medical Park Drive 
Available NOW at the following locations: 260-471-2375 


— FORT WAYNE EYE ASSOCIATES 
NIKE MAXSIGHT- ee STEVEN L. SEWARD, 0.D. | DANIEL P. TAYLOR, 0.D. 


SPORT-TINTED CONTACT LENSES ~ BauschsLomb 427 W. Coliseum Blvd. 


260-484-8516 


AVAILABLE IN PRESCRIPTION AND NON-PRESCRIPTION. Divisions of Midwest Eye Comulamata 


PLUS SIZES*-% 


# 


c. a eel 


sear 


Peto} 


o* A H] ir 
irthda 


acheloret 


m a i: 
eon Good Thru Jan. 15, ‘06 


B MAG 
Class 2 Coupon (HG) ay > 


=o oo oo om oo | 


= CORNER SCOTT & ILLINOIS i <~ 
g CORNER WALLEN & COLDWATER. g 


De ee ee 


Sa, et, Sa. ee 


: u Good Thru Jan. 15, ‘06 


© 


B MAG 


yx ONE TOPPING PI2zA. ag 12 comer scom aLINO'S OF 
E my: a ALSO GOOD AT DUPONT & I-69 i 


chek ae. 1 
a as ™. ag = . y eee eee eee ee ee 


& ELMO'S 14 Ine ° 


mw eee ee ee ee ee. 


Class 2 Coupon (HF) 


BHeHEHe He ee eS > 


r 
5 Good Thru Jan. 15, ‘06 re 
\ Jes 


B MAG 


Castle) 


= CORNER SCOTT & ILLINOIS 
g CORNER WALLEN & COLDWATER 


Class 2 Coupon (HF) °F Ry: 
ie © @ 8 8 eS Ue Ug aly 


P.. 
PCALL AHEAD FOR THE CONVENIENT DRIVE UP WINDOW! 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
JAN. 2006 


IX NORTHROP STAFF ME 
_BEGIN THE LONG HAUL TO GET _ 
BACK IN SHAPE AND LOSE WEIGH 


AFF MEMBERS | 
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Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

593 STONEY GREEK DR: 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student 


newsmagazine of Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May 
-- usually mid to last half of the month 


UPON publication, What’s Bruin? will be 
set in marked blue tubs in the commons 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 


Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


534 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 
weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 

National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 
and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 


KEVIN BARES] 


} Junior Ryan Flaugh gets tips 
from his head bowling coach, —s_— 
/ Rick Flaugh, who happens tobe — 
’ his dad. A leader for the boys’ = 
bowling team, Ryan’s best score 
this season has been a 280. 
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: Northrop nominates 14 seniors for 
‘06 Sterling Sentinel 


Twenty-six faculty members 
compete to lose weight and earn money for 
charities 


Sophomore Curtis Chaney 
improves a swimming record of 48.6 seconds 
in freestyle 14 


MIE The Chronicles of Narnia 
movie similar to book, relaying same 
messages 


Pro/Con: Should evolution be 
taught in school? . 


“It’s a little differag 


-junior bowler Ryan Flaugh, on 
how having his dad as a coach 
affects him 


WB? STAFF - ARIEL CASE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - SANTANNA RAMSEY NEWS EDITOR - KEVIN BARESIC INSIGHT EDITOR - 

TELYSHA RICHARDSON SPORTS EDITOR - SARAH LEAVELL PREMIERE EDITOR - ZACH NORRIS FORUM EDITOR - KATELYN STAYTON COVER EDITOR - 

NICK EHLERDING, BRITTAINY ELLIS, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, AMANDA HERRINGTON, ACA’SHA TERNET, NICK STIEBER STAFF REPORTERS - ARIEL CASE, 
SHELBY VORNDRAN STAFF ARTISTS - KEVIN BARESIC, NICK EHLERDING, SARAH LEAVELL, BRITTAINY ELLIS, SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY, KENDALL CHURCH, 
JESSICA PONTIUS, JESSICA LANNING WB? PHOTO TEAM - ARIEL CASE, NICK EHLERDING, ACA’ SHA TERNET AD MANAGERS - 

PETE BANEY ADVISER - BARB AHLERSMEYER PRINCIPAL 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF SAID 
WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS TO 
ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PERSONAL ATTACKS. WB2 IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING 

OF FT. WAYNE , INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE. 


-COVER PHOTO BY ARIEL CASE 


WB? / JAN. 2006 TABLE OF CONTENTS / 3 


Sterling en 
Sentinel 2006 


SARAH LEAVELL 
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Steve Beckley Ashley Brown Ariel Case 
social studies vocal music journalism 
| “I’m probably “lam “I put a lot of 
the cleanest classically hard work and 
~ person you'll trained for dedication 
{ ever meet.” voice.” into What's 
: Bruin? 


Kayci Cowgill Ashley Derickson Maree Deventer 
industrial \ vocational math speech 
“lye worked “It’s a great “?ve been a 
really hard honor, member for 
and I’m okay ‘ four years and 
' colleges will see 
dedicated aor been succesful 
iat Oe in five events.” 
LOA hardworker.” 
Catherine Fahey Sarah Fife Joel Grillo 
science English \ literature drama 
“IT want to “| want to do “It’s really 
bea something that cool that | got 
involves books, this became 
genetic writing and ; 
researcher.” general of my reading 
English.” disability. 


Andrew Holy Kendall Isadore Faith Sherrill 
business instrumental music athletics 
“| want to “| play for “I play three 


graduate from 
law school after | 
get a bachelor’s 


weddings and 
do other gigs 


varsity sports 
and excelled 


mnnancerand outside of in all three.” 
economics.” school.” 

Carly Sorge Hoang Tran 

art foreign language 

“lve done art “I plan to 

all my life and become a 

it’s been a big doctor so 

part of my communica- 

life.” tion is vital.” 
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Charisma Classique rocks the stage 


Charisma hosts yearly invitational including 16 different choirs 


NICK EHLERDING 


he mood was set as the bright and 
shiny wardrobes approached their 
positions for the next performance. 
“Renegade” by Foreigner came over the loud 
speaker as Northrop’s Charisma had started 
its winter performance on Jan. 14. 

The men were dressed in grey suits with a 
light blue shirt and matching tie. The women 
were dressed in purple sparkly dresses that 
shined in the lights above. 

“Tt (the performance) was awesome, it 
will be hard to beat,” said senior Terrance 
Caldwell. 

As the second song opened up, it seemed 
more show-tunish than the first classic rock 
song. With the entire group staying in the 
same wardrobe as the first song, they came 
out with bright pink top hats that brought 
color to the stage. After the second song 
was performed, even more applause lit the 
auditorium than the first song. 

“We got a large crowd back up, since 
we are the host, it always happens,” said 
Caldwell. 

“Desperado” was the third song that 
Charisma sang. It started off at a slower 
tempo and stayed that way during the entire 
song. “Desperado” differed from the other 
previous songs because it was more of a 
mellow, and softer song. 

“We performed at Bluffton in the fall, but 


this was our first performance of this show,” 
said Caldwell. 

As the third song came to an end, 
Charisma made sure to get 
the crowd back into it as 
the men came out in jeans, 
shiny black leather jackets, 
and chairs to go along 
with the song. Half way 
through the song, it was the 
women’s turn to come out, 
in a sparkly black dress, and 
white leather jackets. 

“We practice three hours 
a day. Or on a longer day, 
fourth period to 8 or 8:30. It 
depends,” said junior Ashley 
Bassett. 

Charisma finished off its 
performance with the same 
wardrobe, but came out 
with tap shoes. This song 
was accompanied with a tap 
dancing performance. 

When the performance was 
over, the wardrobes came 
together to show a black and 
white contrast. Each took 
their bows, and the curtain 
closed. The crowd showed 
their appreciation for the 
host school as the show 
came to an end. 
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“Tt (the performance) was amazing, we 
practiced hard and we were ready for this,” 
said Caldwell. 


Charisma show choir practiced about three hours a day before 
its big performance on Jan. 14 at the Charisma Classique 
concert in which 16 different choirs attended. 


ISTEP scores slightly up, down 


ZACH NORRIS 


orthrop ISTEP scores are gradually 
N=: in math and are becoming better 

in English, but overall Northrop 
scores are above average in the state. 

“We held our own in math, and we keep 
improving year after year in English,” said 
principal Barb Alhersmeyer. 

Many experts say that mathematics 
scores are higher because basic principles 
are taught in math and are made easier 
to learn, however, language arts are more 
complicated, due to the excessive reading 
and writing. Reading and writing skills are 
not the same concrete form as math. 

When it comes to state ranking, Northrop 
is ranked 176 in the ninth grade and 233 
in the tenth grade. Northrop’s ninth grade 
students scored an average 62 and the tenth 
graders scored an average 54. Northrop 
scored almost in the exact middle and 


Homestead is third in the state. 

The Indiana Statewide Testing for 
Educational Progress Plus in 2005 calculates 
the scores for the ISTEP. Results will be used 
as a basis for improvement in adherence to 
state and federal accountability regulations. 

Even though overall scores were average, 
schools are seeing modest gains from the 
increased scores. However, about one-fourth 
of students are still not passing the ISTEP. 
Even though a vast majority of students are 
passing the ISTEP test, schools are enforcing 
more procedures, in order to help the 25 
percent of students failing the test. 

“Northrop has implemented a Second 
Literacy Model, which adds more 
reading and writing to every class,” said 
Alhersmeyer. 

According to a recent Dec. article from 
Fortwayne.com, researchers have monitored 
the scores and have determined that the 
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longer students are in school the less likely 
they are to pass the standardized test. 
Researchers have also discovered gaps 
between performances of races. 

The Improvement Systems for Fort Wayne 
Community Schools have been working very 
hard to create easier ways to teach students, 
which in the end will increase both school 
ISTEP score averages and individual scores. 

“There is more collaboration with 
teachers in departments,” said Alhersmeyer. 
“Schedules and lesson plans are being 
created together.” 

In a recent Dec. article of The Journal 
Gazette, a poll showed that 70 percent of 
Indiana residents would like the ISTEP to 
be moved to the spring term, to help with 
student performance and their futures. 

This is just one more tactic that Indiana is 
considering to help increase performance. 
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Under the direction of dance 
coach Lisa Helmuth, the Northrop 
dance team hosted its annual 
competition on Jan. 21. This 
year, 21 schools attended from 
across Indiana. Teams 

performed in jazz, funk, lyrical, 
large and small ensemble, and 
solo categories. 
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Dance team hosts 
competition 


Northrop’s dance team hosted its 12" 
competition at Northrop on Jan. 21. 

The team’s main goals are to qualify all 
of its dances for the state championship 
and to place in the top three. 

“I want to see everyone perform at 
their highest potential and ability,” said 
dance team coach Lisa Helmuth. “The elite 
jazz category that we are now in is very 
tough.” 

The varsity group performed eight 
dances competing against 21 different 
schools, and the team soloists, junior Jada 
Zieg and seniors Adrienne Clevenger and 
Kareena Nunn, led the team with strong 


O-Zone creates theme nights 


The O-Zone will have three theme nights including 
Hawaiian Night, ESPN Night, and Honor the Game 
Night held during the Jan. basketball games. 

During Hawaiian Night, on Jan. 20, the first round 
of people that come through the door will get a free lay. 
Girls’ basketball will play Dwenger that night. 

Jan. 27, holds the most popular theme night, which is 
ESPN night. The first 100 people through the door will 
receive a free ESPN T-shirt. That night is a doubleheader 
for both the boys’ and girls’ against North Side. 

“We’re hoping that ESPN night draws a bigger crowd, 
because it is a boys and girls doubleheader,” said athletic 
director Mike McMillen. 

On Jan. 31, the boys will be playing Columbia City, 
which is Honor the Game Night. There will be a T-shirt 
exchange between both teams, and a medallion will be 
awarded to a chosen Sportsman of the Game. 


performances. 


SADD plans spring activities 


This year SADD has several events planned for spring 2006. 

“We are going to get some of the guests speakers to talk to 
people about alcohol awareness, such as the speaker for Butch last 
year,” said sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

Last year SADD members did a chain link outside of the school 
to pledge that they will not drink and drive. That will continue as 
an event to that take place this year. 

“I’ve done this for 14 years, it’s a good program to have in the 
schools,” said Mikol. 

Another activity that SADD has done is the mock activity, so 
students are aware of what can happen when people drink and 
drive, this will also continue this year. 


Multipurpose room gets makeover 


Four hours, a day over winter break and two weeks later left 
Northrop students with a freshly painted Bruin room. 

The Student Athletic Council recently repainted the 
multipurpose room and they were asked to redecorate by 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

The top perimeter of the room is adorned with paw prints and 
other athletic symbols, such as a swimmer, representing the swim 
team. 

The Bruin room is used for meetings and sometimes even used 
to hold team banquets. 

The color scheme of the room was thought up by the Student 
Athletic Council also. 


Annual talent show Etc. Feb. 2 


Since its opening in 1971, Northrop has held the annual Etc. 
talent show. This year it’ll be Thursday, Feb. 2, from 7-9:30 p.m. 

Tim Miller has been a sponsor of Etc. for the past 4 years and 
was even in it for 3 years. 

“Last year’s talent show went really well. I hope this year goes 
as well,” said Miller. 

Twenty acts usually try out, with only fifteen making the final 
cut. This year’s show will feature seniors Adam Hamiliton, Joel 
Grillo and Cherelle McGee just to name a few. 
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Two Bruins nominated for Lilly 
Endowment Scholarship 


Two Bruin seniors, Amanda Seslor and Ashley Derickson, have 
been nominated for Indiana’s Lilly Endowment Scholarship. 

The Lilly Endowment Scholarship offers a full ride to any Indiana 
college for students who have been through a hardship in their life. 

First, the girls wrote an essay about their hardship. They 
submitted them to Sandy Fisher in the guidance office. Fisher then 
chose two girls to nominate. 

“I was really excited when I found out I was nominated,” said 
Derickson. 

The girls have to submit another essay and fill out a financial aid 
form. 

Derickson plans to attend Depauw University, while Seslor plans 
to go to Purdue Univrsity. 


Cross nominated for Disney award 


Spanish teacher Jill Cross recently opened her mail to find out she 
was nominated for the Walt Disney Teacher Award. 

Anonymously nominated Cross still had her ideas of who 
nominated her. 

Over 50,000 teachers have been nominated and are all up against 
each other for the grand prize. 

The winner will recieve a trip to Disney World in Oct. and then a 
trip to Disney Land in L.A. in July. 

Along with the Disney adventures they will receive 10,000 dollars 
and the high school will receive 5,000 dollars as well. 

The winner will be announced in May. 


Charity dance helps Westbrook 


The student Athletic Counsel will be hosting a charity dance for 
Westbrook high school on Feb. 17 from 7 to 10 p.m. 

The theme for the dance will be Mardi Gras. Beads will be 
provided at the door. Tickets are five dollars and athletic director 
Mike McMillen is taking suggestions for food. 

The money earned at the dance will help restore athletic 
supplies that were damaged in the recent hurricanes. 
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A member of the 
Brown Team, math 
and science teacher 
Jeff Cochran is 
pumped up, ready to 
bring his A game in 
the Northrop faculty 
Battle of the Bulge. 


Faculty team up for 

The Battle of the Bulge, 
the newest fight to lose 
weight, gain confidence 
and a healthier lifestyle 


0m. 
=e 


KEVIN BARESIC 
ARIEL CASE 
KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
ACA’SHA TERNET 


ealthy competition filled the Northrop 

weightroom as each weighed in for 

the first time on the morning of Jan. 9. 
“I’m the lightest guy so far,” said 
history and economics teacher Dan Lively. 

Twenty-six faculty including administra- 
tors, teachers and cafeteria workers joined 
forces to battle the bulge and drop the 
pounds. 

“There’s no backing out of this now,” said 
business teacher Frankie Kovacs. 

After drawing a color to determine teams 
(orange or brown), each walked into physical 
education teacher and trainer Ernie Bojrab’s 
small office for the first weigh-in. 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
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Weighing in at 


2,744 pounds... “ RO W N 


Name: Jeff Cochran 

Job Title: science / math teacher 

Charity Playing For: American Lung 
Association 

Diet Plan: Low carb., cutting down meals 
into smaller portions. |) ie. 
Exercise Plan: Mainly walking } Name: Peggy Williams 


Goals: Losing weight would be satisfying Name: Gayle Springer Job Title: physical education teacher 
and it would make me healthier. Job Title: cafeteria assistant Charity Playing For: Fort Wayne Rescue 
Successes So Far: I quit smoking, but with Charity Playing For: St. Judes Childrens’ Mission 
that I gained weight. Hospital Diet Plan: I don’t have a diet plan. I don’t 
Obstacles So Far: I used to smoke. I noticed Diet Plan: Low carb want to be on a diet. 
that I’m hungry more often. Exercise Plan: Take 10,000 steps a day and Exercise Plan: 10,000 steps a day 
Motivation: I quite smoking to help my use the weight room Goals: To keep my blood pressure and 
health, but I gained weight after quitting. I Goals: To lose the weight, tone up and to cholesterol down. 
would like to lose some of that weight so I overall be balanced. Successes So Far: I get up and walk on the 
can be healthy again. Successes So Far: I started off good and lost treadmill for 30 minutes. 
4 pounds. Obstacles So Far: Getting out of bed early 
Obstacles So Far: eating at school enough to do my workouts. 
Motivation: The movie stars who are older Motivation: Knowing that if I eat better and 
and in shape. work out I feel better and have more energy. 


Name: LeeAnn Thompson 

Job Title: assistant principal 

Charity Playing For: Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority Name: Joni Smith 

Diet Plan: Suddenly Slim (shakes) Job Title: math teacher 

Exercise Plan: I’m walking on a treadmill. Charity Playing For: Fort Wayne 

Goals: I want to be stronger and healthier. I Community Foundation 

want attain and maintain a healthy weight. Diet Plan: I haven't really chosen a diet plan 


Successes So Far: I haven’t had any sweets. outside of more exercise. 
I've walked 70 minutes which really Exercise Plan: We’ve got a treadmill and a 


impressed myself. Nordic Track at home that I will be using. I 


Name: Dave Piepho 

Job Title: social studies teacher 

Charity Playing For: Alzheimer’s Associa- 
tion 

Diet Plan: I’m going to try and cut back on 
pop and candy. I will try a “healthier” diet, 
replacing sweets with salads. 


Obstacles So Far: All of the food here (at will be using those three times a week and : : 
Northrop). Bad habits I’m trying to break. weight lifting two times a week. sae se ; ieee ee eS 
Motivation: The group effort. Everyone is Goals: To lose inches and weight. I want to ee ess SUG Abpea es 

: cur : y weight lifting and aerobics. 


go back to the weight I was before I had kids. 
Start feeling better and not feeling tired all 
the time. Having been active before playing 


TF . 
mM my WO rst sports, I was more alert and less tired. Successes So Far: | used to eat junk food for 
Successes So Far: I'm drinking more water. a late night snack. I admit I broke down and 
ene my , | nee d to Keep my step count up. gave in to the temptation, but on the second 
; : 1 Obstacles So Far: The hours that I work and day Ihada pore water ee 
StIC kk to my d et ; having a family. Obstacles So Far: My late night snacks and 
Motivation: I just thought it would be fun the soreness from: working Out, 


-English teacher Nola Morris ana ade aca Otto Motivation: My team has helped me out and 
pushed me through this contest. 


right here (at Northrop) helping you out. Goals: I want to lose around 30 pounds and 


get back into my athletic shape again. 
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Name: Lilly Mikol 

Job Title: teaching academy director 
Charity Playing For: S.C.A.N. (Stop Child 
Abuse and Neglect) 

Diet Plan: Low carb. 

Exercise Plan: | do Denise Austin tapes 
everyday. 

Goals: To lose 15 pounds. I need to fit into 
my old clothes. 

Successes So Far: | think I lost a couple 
pounds. My pants are loser. 

Obstacles So Far: Chocolate 

Motivation: I need to lose weight. 


Name: Vickie Petrie 

Job Title: Spanish teacher 

Charity Playing For: undecided 

Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: Walk the halls and exercise in 
the weight room. 

Goals: To firm up and stay fit. 

Successes So Far: Getting serious and ready 
to start. 

Obstacles So Far: Eating out 

Motivation: Other people were doing it, and 
I thought that if they are then I could do it 
too. 


Name: Rita Dillman 

Job Title: office secretary 

Charity Playing For: American Red Cross 
Diet Plan: Jenny Craig 

Exercise plan: Workout at the YMCA 
Goals: Stay consistent and motivated 
Successes So Far: | lost two pounds. 
Obstacles So Far: Staying busy all day long 
and then going home and not being busy. 
Motivation: I want to feel healthier and look 
better. 
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Name: Al Jacquay 

Job Title: art teacher 

Charity Playing For: The Ronald McDonald 
House 

Diet Plan: I want to cut back on carbs. and 
junk food. I want to eat salads everyday as 
my main meal and just smaller portions. 
Exercise Plan: Walk more everyday and 
work out 2-3 times a week before or after 
school. 

Goals: | want to lose 30-40 pounds. 
Successes So Far: I am eating better and 
exercising more. 

Obstacles So Far: Making sure I follow 
through with my workout and not being 
tempted and cheating. 

Motivation: I know I'll feel better and I can 
get new clothes. Having more energy and 
feeling better because it will be good for my 
cholesterol to eat healthy and exercise. 


Name: Annette Leeuw 

Job Title: art teacher 

Charity Playing For: American Cancer 
Society 

Diet Plan: Lutheran Weight Management 
Exercise Plan: I am going the Y to lift 
weights three to five days a week and ride 
bike every day. 

Goals: I want to lose 40-50 pounds. I don’t 
like to think of pounds as my success. If I 
stay on track if you focus on pounds and 
don’t lose, you get mad and eat something 
stupid. I am trying my best to stay on track. 


Successes So Far: | tried to eat right, but last 


week was too stressful. 
Obstacles So Far: Getting myself to the Y 
because of my busy schedule and my mom 


not doing well. Once you go for a few weeks, 


it becomes a habit. 

Motivation: Lose weight, and just looking 
and feeling better. My muscles are still sore 
from my hip replacement. 
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Name: Marianne Klaffke 

Job title: math teacher 

Charity Playing For: undecided 

Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: Aerobics everyday for 30 
minutes. 

Goals: lose 15- 20 pounds 

Successes So Far: I feel healthier already. 
Obstacles So Far: its hard when going out 
to eat. 

Motivation: My husband. 


Name: Nola Morris 

Job Title: English teacher 

Charity Playing For: In As Much. It’s a 
charity run by my church. 

Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: Workout 

Goals: I don’t want to gain the weight back 
once | lose it. 

Successes So Far: I lost four pounds 
Obstacles So Far: I’m my worst enemy; I 
need to stick to my diet. 

Motivation: The fact that I want to be 
healthy. 
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And in the other corner, 
weighing in at 3,031.5 pounds... 


Name: Carrie Moden 

Job Title: English teacher 

Charity Playing For: American Cancer 
Society 

Diet Plan: Exercise and not eat after 8 p.m. 
Exercise Plan: I’m going to walk. Twenty to 
30 minutes of morning exercise. 

Goals: To eat healthy and lose as much 
weight as I can. Continue this even when the 
contest is over with. 

Successes So Far: I’m eating right and I have 
been exercising. I’m drinking more water. 
Obstacles So Far: Eating past 8. Having to 
have a snack after 8 p.m. Drinking eight 
glasses of water a day. 

Motivation: To have fun. It’s a good way to 
lose weight with your peers. That will help 
me stay on track. 


Name: Reba Ervin 

Job Title: science teacher 

Charity Playing For: National Kidney 
Foundation 

Diet Plan: Weigh Down. You only eat when 
you're hungry. 

Exercise Plan: I do aerobics with tapes. 
Goals: To be healthier, lower my blood 
pressure and looking better. 

Successes So Far: I know I haven’t been eat- 
ing as much. I haven’t had a snack either. 
Obstacles So Far: My biggest obstacle is 
having children who want snacks and I have 
to make the snacks for them that I’m not 
supposed to eat. 

Motivation: Mrs. Love got me into this, but I 
was going to start a diet sooner or later. 
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Name: Frankie Kovacs 

Job Title: business teacher 

Charity Playing For: Alzheimers Association 
Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: I play tennis and I work out 
with tapes at home. 

Goals: To be the weight I was when I started 
teaching here 3 years ago, or less. 

Successes So Far: I’ve stopped eating late at 
night. 

Obstacles So Far: Right after school I’m 
starving. It’s like right at 2:35 p.m. I want to 
eat. 

Motivation: My clothes are too tight. I want 
to go to the beach for spring break. 


Name: Angie Love 

Job Title: math teacher 

Charity Playing For: Whittington House 
Diet Plan: [Angie Love’s healthier lifestyle 
plan]. Make sure I get 64 oz.of water-and no 
solids after 8 in the evening. 

Exercise Plan: Exercise an hour a day 
Goals: To stay consistent 

Successes So Far: I have lost 10 pounds. 
Obstacles So Far: Being hungry and wanting 
high calorie foods. 

Motivation: God. 
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Name: Pete Baney 

Job Title: journalism teacher 

Charity Playing For: Compassion 
International 

Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: Work out for an hour at least 
three times a week. I belong to Parkview 
Health and Fitness. 

Goals: My goal for the contest is to lose 50 
pounds. My overall goal is 80 or more. 
Successes So Far: | haven’t cheated at all. 
Obstacles So Far: When I get home from 
work. I’m always really hungry, but it’s not 
dinner time yet. Also, not eating after 8. 
Motivation: Enough is enough. I need to lose 
the weight. I really want to do more with my 
kids. I also want to sleep better. By losing 
the weight, I’m not only helping myself, I’m 
helping my family. 


Name: Brian Taubert 

Job Title: band director 
Charity Playing For: 
undecided 

Diet Plan: low carb 
Exercise Plan: Be active 
with family and especially 
kids. 

Goals: Lose the weight 
and do more things with 
my kids. 

Successes So Far: I lost 8 pounds and i 
started in a tae kwon do class with my son. 
Obstacles So Far: having to make food 
ahead of time before going to school. 
Motivation: My kids. 


Name: Jill Cross 

Job Title: Spanish teacher 

Charity Playing For: The Ronald McDonald 
House, because I have a friend who has used 
their facilities. 

Diet Plan: Weight Watchers 

Exercise Plan: 5-7 days a week of 30 minutes 
walking 

Goals: I would like to be able to lose at least 
30 pounds and to be able to eliminate the 
signs of diabetes. 

Successes So Far: I lost one pound and 
exercised a half an hour and ate well during 
the week. 

Obstacles So Far: Having the energy to 
exercise and laying off the snacks. 
Motivation: Being able to play with my kids 
and looking and feeling better about myself. 


Name: Yvette Nichols 

Job Title: student services secretary 
Charity Playing For: American Cancer 
Society 

Diet Plan: | started eating a lot of fruits and 
vegetables. I’m drinking lots of water and 
milk. I eat very little breads and red meat. 
Exercise Plan: I exercise everyday after 
school in the weight room for one hour. Ev- 
ery other day I try to do more cardio work. 
When it gets warm outside I'll be out there 
from that day on. 

Goals: Just to be totally healthy as possible. I 
would like to lose about 30 pounds. 
Successes So Far: I’ve been doing this (diet- 
ing) since May, and I’ve lost 23 pounds. 
Obstacles So Far: My family eating normal 
foods. The brown team offering cookies to 
the orange team. 

Motivation: The results and seeing the 
results. 


“The damage 
has been done. 
I’ve just been 
weighed.” 


-teaching academy director 
Lilly Mikol 


Name: Judy Delamarter 

Job Title: office secretary 

Charity Playing For: Allen County Cancer 
Society 

Diet Plan: Lutheran Weight Management 
(liquids only for 12 weeks) 

Exercise Plan: | have a walking video in the 
mornings that I do before work, so I have to 
get up at 4. 

Goals: I want to learn to eat healthy and lose 
35 pounds. 

Successes So Far: I lost weight. I want to be 
released of the food addiction. 

Obstacles So Far: Stress. It makes me want 
to eat anything that comes along. am an 
emotional eater. 

Motivation: | want to be an asset to the team 
and I don’t want to let my team down. 


Name: Barb 
Ahlersmeyer 

Job Title: principal 
Charity Playing For: 
The Ronald McDonald 
House 

Diet Plan: Veggies and 
fruit 

Exercise Plan: Walking 
six days a week 

Goals: To lose 10 pound. Get my cardio up. 
Successes So Far: | haven't had any. I have 
been eating fruits and veggies. 

Obstacles So Far: Time and trying to make 
sure | eat. Breakfast is easy, lunch can get dif- 
ficult and so can dinner. 

Motivation: To be healthier. The older you 
get the more difficult it gets. 


Name: Fiona Schultz 
Job Title: cafeteria 
assistant 

Charity Playing For: 
Alzheimer’s Association 
Diet Plan: I’m just 
watching what I am eat- 


Exercise Plan: Yoga 2-3 

times a week or more. 
Goals: Feeling better about myself and ton- 
ing up my body. I want to lose around 12 
pounds. 
Successes So Far: I lost two pounds. 
Obstacles So Far: Keeping up with 2-3 times 
a week with exercising and not eating what 
the kids at school are eating on the menu. 
Motivation: My age and health for my body. 
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ing. Stay at 1500 calories. 


Name: Dan Lively 

Job Title: history /economics teacher 
Charity Playing For: American Cancer 
Society 

Diet Plan: Low carb, because it has worked 
for me before, and I lost 20 pounds last year 
doing it. 

Exercise Plan: I want to do two body parts a 
day and every other day do some aerobic. 
Goals: I want to lose 30 pounds and be 
healthier. Healthier aerobically because I had 
heart surgery and I feel more fatigued now. 
Successes So Far: I worked out three times. 
Obstacles So Far: Working, going to college 
and having a second job keep me busy. You 
really have to be strict with your diet. I have 
always loved working out, just never aerobi- 
cally. 

Motivation: Personal will power. I’m pretty 
determined. Go Orange! 


Name: Becky Griswold 

Job Title: art teacher 
Charity Playing For: The 
Ronald McDonald House 
Diet Plan: Low Carb. 
Exercise Plan: I’m going to 
just exercise at home. 

Goals: lose 20 pounds 
Successes So Far: | feel thin- 
ner and my pants are looser. I quit eating 
sugar. 

Obstacles So Far: If | cheat on my diet and 

I think I completely fail, | don’t get back on 
my diet. As long as I go right back on it I will 
be fine. 

Motivation: Little clothes. I bought smaller 
clothes and I gave my fat clothes to Katrina 
victims. 


Senseo fH 
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ojrab will be advising the teams dur- 
ing the contest that will go the whole 
spring term. 

“T’ll offer them tips and encouragement 
each week,” said Bojrab. 

He is not a certified trainer, but rather a 
strength and conditioning specialist, advis- 
ing each on diets and workouts if needed. 

Contestants will chose their own diet and 
exercise plans to lose the weight. They will 
also set a weight loss goal for themselves. 

“You're going to see me running down 
the halls and say, ‘where is that fool going?’,” 
said English teacher Carrie Moden. 

Many have chosen goals other than just 
losing weight. 

“T would like to be able to lose at least 30 
pounds and to be able to eliminate the signs 
of diabetes,” said Spanish teacher Jill Cross. 

Each Monday, everyone will report to the 
weight room for a weigh-in. Group percent 
loses and individual loses will be reported. 

“It’s a positive thing (the competition). It 
brings attention to the issue,” said Bojrab. 

General comments, successes and ob- 
stacles faced during their weight loss process 
will be kept in a weekly journal. 

Each participant also chose a charity to 
donate to. Plastic jugs will be set out in the 
commons for students to put money into 
voting for who they think will win, or who 
they want to win. All proceeds will go to the 
overall winner’s charity. 

A final challenge will be held in May to 
test the contestants. Many have a competi- 
tive and confident attitude already. 

“Game on,” said Lively. 


“It’s a positive thing Bee . 
(the competition). oe . . Bodybuilding teacher 


and football coach Ernie 


It brings attention y at Bojrab will quide the 26 


: - P - faculty contestants in 
i . = ' their pursuit of losing 
to the ISSUE. P “J weight. This includes 
weighing each every 
Monday monring and 
providing weekly tips 
for exercise and diet. 


-Battle of the Bulge trainer 
Ernie Bojrab 


SARAH LEAVELL 
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Like father, like son 


Juniors bowlers Patrick Borne and Ryan Flaugh 
coached by their dads, taught ins and outs 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


bowling alley, teammates looking on in anticipation, and 
A This is the typical bowling practice for junior Ryan 
laugh, whose dad Rick Flaugh is the head coach of 
Northrop’s bowling team. 

“It’s a little different, I don’t know whether to call him dad or 
coach, but it’s hard when things transfer from the bowling alley 
to home,” said Ryan. 

“Its not really hard telling the team what to do. They know the 
basics and then I just help guide them when they need it, they are 
a really gifted group of kids,” said Rick. 

The team has six lanes reserved for them on Monday and 
Wednesday at Key Lane Bowl. The teams had about six people 
per alley. 

The team has a bowling meet every Thursday. The highest 
score in bowling is a 300. Which is a perfect game all the way 
through. 

“ The highest I have ever scored is a 280,” said Ryan. 

Ryan said that it helps a little bit on the stress level that junior 
Patrick Bornes’ dad is also a coach. So that he doesn’t feel as 
much pressure. 

According to the Flaughs, bowling has been a part of their 
lives for a long time. It started out with Rick, then the oldest son 
Justin bowled for Northrop and now Ryan. 

“T’ve been bowling for a long time, my brother bowls, and so 
does my dad. I basically grew up with it,” said Ryan. 

The team doesn’t treat Ryan any different because of his dad. 

“T really like to coach the team, and I try not to add any pres- 
sure to Ryan,” said Rick. 

Ryan says that he doesn’t think about the best and worst parts 
of being there, he just bowls. 

“T hate seeing the disappointments on the kids faces when 
they don’t bowl well or win, when Ryan wins I get really proud,” 
said Rick. 

When it comes down to it, having a son and father bow] to- 
gether doesn’t seem 
to be an issue. It’s 
just another strike at 
the alley. 


Head bowling coach 
Rick Flaugh coaches 
son, junior Ryan 
Flaugh. Ryan has 
grown up bowling and 
his dad is the owner 
of Key Lanes bowl- 
ing alley. So far this 
season, Ryan’s high 
game is a 280 out of 
a perfect 300 pins. 
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unior Patrick Borne was 

practically born with a 

bowling ball in his 

hands. 

Since Patrick was 5 years 
old, he has been rolling a 
ball down that polished 
wood lane. 

“He liked the sport. It 
was one activity he felt he could participate 
in and do well at,” said dad and coach Gary 
Borne. 

But Patrick is not the only one that bowls 
in the family. Bowling seems to run deep in 
the Borne family roots. 

“It’s a family thing. Everybody bowls in 
my family,” said Patrick. 


Junior Patrick Borne 
is also coached by his 
father, Gary Borne. 
The whole family 
including himself, his 
dad and brothers all 
bowl in tournaments 
and have placed in 
the top ten. Patrick 
has been bowling 
since he was 5. 


His family includes an older brother 
Dan, who won the high school state bowl- 
ing championship in ’03, a younger brother freshman David, father 
Gary, and their mother. 

Being a father comes first to Gary and coaching his son comes sec- 
ond. Their father/son relationship seems to be untouched by Gary 
coaching Patrick. 

“It’s easy to talk to him. It’s easier to have somebody I know teach 
me,” said Patrick. 

Coaching his son is not as easy as it may seem. “It’s hard when 
he has a bad game. When he gets discouraged it’s hard to help him 
overcome that. A lot of times it’s more difficult for him to listen to 
me. When he realizes that I’m trying to better his game, he'll actually 
sit down and think about what I told him,” said Gary. 

Admitting his father is right is something that Patrick has not 
become accustomed to. “He knows what I do wrong, but I don’t like 
to admit he’s right,” said Patrick. 

When Patrick goes home after having a good game, the feeling is 
something that Gary has a hard time putting into words. 

“Watching him bowl gives me a good, proud feeling,” said Gary. 

When Northrop started a bowling team they needed a coach. Stu- 
dents who were close to the Borne family knew Gary had experience 
in bowling. 

Students came to Gary and head bowling coach and owner of Key 
Lanes, Rick Flaugh, whose son also bowls for Northrop, and the rest 
is history. 

Gary admits that sometimes he is harder on his son than the rest 
of the team. “I know that he has been bowling since he was five. I 
expect him to bowl better than someone who has been bowling for 
only a couple of years,” said Gary. 

Patrick realizes that his father is tough on him at times, but it is 
only when it is needed. 

“He’s tougher on me sometimes, especially when I’m slacking,” 
said Patrick. 

Fond memories fill Gary’s head of countless family outings to the 
bowling alley. 

“We bowl with other teams in tournaments. We’ve placed in the 
top 10 in some of those tournaments,” said Gary. 
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Chaney improves school swimming 
record by .4 seconds in 100 free 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


ophomore swim standout Curtis 
Gcisns is making waves. He recently 

improved a school record in the 100 
freestyle. The original time was 49.0 seconds 
held by Mike Melchi in 2000, before Chaney 
improved it to 48.6 seconds. 

Chaney has been swimming for the past 
four and a half years and this is his second 
year on Northrop’s team. 

“I swim to stay in shape and it gives me 
something to do that I enjoy,” said Chaney. 

Right now Chaney’s main goals for this 
season are to swim the 100 freestyle in 46.5 
seconds and the 50 freestyle in 21.5 seconds. 
He also wants to swim the 200 freestyle in 
125.5 seconds. 


WB? How did you become interested in 
swimming? 

CC: We got a pool when I was 12 and I 
started swimming a lot. I liked it and wanted 
to join a team. 

WB? What do you do to prepare yourself 
before a meet? 


in swimming. 

+ The original t 

~ was 49.0 ahd h 
improved it by 
seconds. Chaney 
has been swimming 
for four and a he 
years now. 
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CC: Nothing really, I just try to 
focus on my meet and then go 
out there and do my best. 

WB? What is your favorite 
memory of swimming? 

CC: Meeting new people and 
then getting to know them 
better. 

WB? How did you feel when 
you set the new record? 

CC: It was my best time of the 
season, so I was pretty excited. 
WB? Do you have a role model 
or someone who inspires you? 
CC: Josh Davis, a former Olym- 
pian, because he started swim- 
ming at around the same age as 
I did. I got to meet him during a 
swim meet at South Side. 

WB? What are your plans for 
the future? 

CC: I want to swim for Auburn 
University in Georgia, or for the 
University of Texas. 
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Pro athletes not 
good role models 


he next LeBron James, Peyton Manning, Ti- 
ger Woods or Wayne Gretzky could be right 


here at Northrop. Time-will only tell. 

Or maybe those are just dreams and hopes of 
those involved in sports at our school. 

Pro sports and athletes are things, as a child 
many people aspire to be or be a part of. I know as 
a young athlete I did. I actually wanted to play in 
the NEL. Just like most kids do. They want their 
name in light and their face on a cereal box with 
the nasty cereal that people buy just for a collec- 
tor’s item. 

Pro athletes inspire 
many of the youth today 
to get involved and try to 
make their way to the big 
time. 

Major athletes are not 
only players, and the big 
money makers of society, 

‘ but they turn into role 
models for kids and teens. 

Everyone wants to 
make it to the top. They 
want to go to the Super 
Bowl, World Series or win the Stanley Cup, and 
not be just a face in the crowd. They want to be on 
the field, court or course, whatever the case may 
be. 

Even with all the perks, it seems that the ath- 
letes are making the news in other ways. It’s not 
enough to just play the game anymore you have to 
have your own clothing line and shoes to match. 

It’s a little conceded if you ask me. Their fancy 
cars and million dollar mansions aren’t enough? 
They have to take over Foot Locker and MC Sports 
too. What has Lebron James done for you lately? 

Not only are athletes dabbling in other things 
they are also doing things to make their role model 
positions diminish. 

Yeah it sounds funny for a girl to want to play 
football, but that’s what all my friends wanted 
to do. They wanted to play in the NFL, NHL and 
the MLB. None of us wanted to be the next child 
molester or bank robber in the process. 

Some, but no all athletes today are disgracing 
their positions as the leaders of today’s youth. 
They are so caught up in the fame and fortune that 
they think they can get away with anything, like 
doing drugs, or having sex with 16 year olds, such 
as some pro athletes have done. 

Now not all pro athletes are bad. There are the 


Lines 


TELYSHA 
RICHARDSON 


~ select few who are actually good role models. They. 
give to charities and help kids learn in camps, try; 


ing to make a difference. 

Maybe we should stop looking up to athletes, 
and start looking up to teachers, doctors, firefight- 
ers or police officers. They are the unappreciated 
heroes of the world. 


AUBREY YORKO 


Robinson competes for 


junior national team 


Senior Jamal Robinson recently made the 
cut to be in the pool for the Junior Nationals 


soccer team. 
The Olympic team will be chosen from 


those forty-eight people 


selected for this pool. 


lege I could be chosen 
to be on the Olympic 
team,” said Robinson. 
According to ath- 
letic director Mike Mc- 
Millen this could help 


Senior soccer good enough he could 
player Jamal even go pro. 
Robinson “My coach said my 


competed for 
a spot on the 


ae up 70 percent just for 
junior national ees J 


team. He could one day of playing,” 
be an Olympic said Robinson, “This 
player if he has definately upped 
makes it out of me worth.” 

the pool. 


Bowling moves to 
sectionals; girls’ 5-4 


Northrop’s bowling teams have com- 
peted in nine matches ending its season 
with Northside. 

The girls are currently 5-4. 

The last match was against Northside 
in which the team won. The next match 
will be played Feb. 3. 

“During the first half of the season 
we didn’t bowl as a team, but now we’re 
trying to,” said senior Josh Howard. 


| Hockey looking for 


next state win 


According to junior hockey player Joey 
Mikolay, the Northrop hockey team is get- 
ting better each game played.” We've im- 
proved from the beginning of the year.” 

The team hopes to win state once 
again. 

“We have a really good chance of win- 
ning state again if we play our best games 
we can win again,” said Mikolay. 

The hockey team’s next game is Feb. 1 
against Northside. 


“So if can keep my 
ratings up through col- 


Robinson with getting a 
scholarship, and if he’s 


scholarship stock went 


Gymnastics beats 
South Side; sectional 
March 4 


With a victory already under its belt 
the gymnastics team is moving along in 
the season. 

With a 95.5 score, the Bruins were 
able to pull ahead and come out on top 
against South Side. 

“I was so proud of the girls. They 
were very supportive of each other,” said 
assistant coach Christine Binns. 

According to Binns the older girls 
have been very helpful with the new 
comers on the team. They give them tips 
and cheer them on. 

The next meet is Jan. 25 at home 
against Homestead, followed by 
sectionals on March 4. 


Wrestling preparing for 
SAC after Snider loss 


The wrestling tried to pin Snider to 
close it’s regular season. 

“Our team wrestled very well,” said 
head coach Andy Shipe. 

The team was defeated by a score of 
52-15. According to Shipe the Bruins have 
learned all the moves and is starting to 
prepare for the SAC tournament by mak- 
ing its moves like second nature. 

“We have been working really hard 
and we should do well in our SAC tour- 
nament,” said Shipe. 


Girls’ swim and dive 
Ath overall in SAC 


The girls’ swim and dive team has a 
record of 5-5 and placed 4th overall in the 
SAC on Jan. 14. 

“I’m proud of them and they’re work- 
ing hard,” said head coach Lisa Ketcham. 

Some of the top swimmers and divers 
from the SAC include freshmen Em- 
ily Welles, Jamie Curtis placing third 
in her event, and Megan Black placing 
fifth, sophomore Leah Smith and junior 
Amanda Griffith who placed seventh and 
eighth. 

The team will be starting its sectional 
competition on Feb. 2. 
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Boys’ basketball led 
by Richard; team 3-8 


The boys’ basketball team has a record 
of 3-8. Senior Cruz Richard led the Bruins 
with 20 points against South Side. 

“After the first two games, the players 
have worked very hard in practice, there 
has been some obvious improvement, we 
played tough against Concordia, North- 
side and South Side. Those are the top 
teams in the SAC, we got to find a way to 
execute in those 32 minutes,” said head 
coah Greg Peden. 

The boys’ next game is Jan. 31 here at 
Northrop against Columbia City. 


Boys’ swim and dive 
11-2 after Bluffton 


The boys’ swim and dive team com- 
peted on Jan. 17 at Bluffton. The team 
won overall and now has a record of 
11-2. 

Some of the winners from the 
meet were junior Adam Garland and 
sophomores Curtis Chaney and Adrew 
Piropato. 

“To get me warmed up for the race I 
listen to ‘Soul Survivor’ by Akon,” said 
Piropato. 

The boys’ dive team prepares them- 
selves by kidding around and keeping 
themselves loose. 

“My worse fear is belly flopping at a 
meet and hitting the board,” said junior 
Nick Colone. 


Girls’ basketball 7-9; 
sectional after Feb. 3 


The girls’ basketball team stands at 
7-9 towards the end of its season. 

According to the team’s starting 
center, senior Faith Sherrill, Homestead 
is one of the team’s toughest competitors 
for the rest of the season. 

“As long as we work together and 
everyone plays well, we have a good 
chance of winning,” said Sherrill. 

Despite the competition, Sherrill 
remains optimistic. 

“Hopefully we win the rest of our 
games and get to prepare for sectionals,” 
said Sherrill. 

Upcoming games for the Lady Bruins 
include North Side on Jan. 27, Home- 
stead on Feb. 1 and Snider ends the 
teams regular season on Feb. 3. 
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Don’t bother picking up The Strokes’ First Impressions of Earth 


P 


it down, take a break and relax to The 
G sie latest album, First Impressions 
of Earth. 

The band’s follow-up of ‘03s Room on Fire 
has a mix of slow, fun, catchy, and even some 
boring songs. 

The Strokes’ first single off the album 
“Juicebox” has to be one of the greatest 
songs out of the entire album. For those who 
haven't heard it, the song starts out with a 
crazy on going riff that will make you feel 
like time is running out. 

The bad part about the song is that it’s 
only the second track on 
the album. And the album 
isn’t very good. The band 
should have thought a 
little harder about what 
number “Juicebox” 
should be because the 
song increased my expec- 
tations about the album, 
but unfortunately I was 


Check It Out 
SEs 


disappointed with most of , ee 
the songs. SARAH 
The album has a good LEAVELL 


sound, but it’s just not 

something I would want 

to listen to everyday. It fit’s the sad or con- 
fused mood. 

Lead singer Julian Casablancas has a 
great voice. It’s very different and cannot be 
compared to. 

One thing I did notice about the album, 
was that there are way too many filler songs 
that aren’t needed. 

Songs such as “Evening Sun” is slow 
and whiny, then there’s “Ask Me Anything” 
which is a song that just repeats the words “I 


got nothing to say” could have been left 
out. 

The song “Killing Lies” bugged me be- 
cause Casablancas mumbles all the words. 
The skip button was definitely pressed 
during this song. 

Not all of the songs on this album were 
bad. It’s just sad that there were more bad 
songs than good ones. 

Each song had long intros. that 
sounded the same. Come on, The Strokes 
could at least try to be creative. 

For all Strokes fans looking forward to 
continuing their fan status, don’t pick up 
a copy of First Impressions of Earth. 

As for The Strokes, it’s time to attempt 
another album. Stop it with the filler. Take 
your time and make the next album worth 
listening to. D 


IMPRESSIGNS 


COURTESY OF SARAH LEAVELL 


The Strokes latest aloum, First 
Impressions of Earth, contains the 
single “Juicebox” and several other 
other tracks that have good sound 
but could be improved. 


Check This Out 


Top rock artists of ‘05 


-The White Stripes 


-Oasis 


-Weezer 


-My Chemical Romance 
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-Apollo Sunshine 
-Fall Out Boy 


-The Killers 


-Nine Inch Nails 
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Albums of 2005 


From Under the Cork Tree 
Fall Out Boy 


Extroardinary Machine 
Fiona Apple 


I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning 
Bright Eyes 


Late Registration 
Kanye West 


Awake is the New Sleep 


Ben Lee 


Wreck of the Day 
Anna Nalick 


Disenchanted Heart Unite 
Tullycraft 


Oh No 
Ok Go 


Bye Bye Beaute 


Coralie Clement 


Monkey Business 
Black Eyed Peas 


-source: spectator-online.com 


Narnia, a great movie for those with imagination 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


reat imagination fills the minds of 

four young children who believe 

there is a magical world inside a 
wardrobe closet. 

The children, Peter, Susan, Edmund and 
Lucy Pevensie, were sent away from their 
mother and had to stay with a professor (Jim 
Broadbent) at an English countryside home. 
They were sent there so they wouldn’t get 
caught up in the war, in which their father 
was fighting in. 

When they first get there they are amazed 


because the house was so big. They think 
that they will never be bored because they 
will always have something to do. Little did 
they know they had a big adventure await- 
ing them. 

Later that night the four children grew 
bored and decided to play hide and seek, 
this is where Lucy discovers the wardrobe. 
In the book she found the magical world of 
Narnia when they took a tour of the house 
and she stayed behind to see what was in the 
wardrobe. 

C. S. Lewis wrote the book series The 
Chronicles of Narnia and the second book in 
the series was The Lion The Witch and The 
Wardrobe. The second book was first 
published in the 1950. 

The movie was just released and it 
describes some things a little differ- 
ently than the book. 

Andrew Adamson, the director of 
Shrek and Shrek IIL, also the director 
of this movie, said that the changes 
that were made didn’t change the 
characters, storyline or the theme that 
Lewis intended it to have in the book, 
according to christiananswers.com. 

Adamson made changes to make it 
more like the world we live in today. 
For example he changed the line 
where in the book Father Christmas 
said, “It’s ugly when girls fight” to 
“Battles are ugly affairs” in the 
movie, because there are girls today 
who fight in the war. 

This book and the movie are not all 
that different and do relay the same 
messages. 

Normally when going to the mov- 
ies or reading books the girly ones 
and romances are at the top of the 
list. So when going to see this movie 
I was thinking the worst, it’s going 


w®_ to be stupid, it’s not going to make 


any sense, I’m going to fall asleep. 
Wrong. It wasn’t all 
that bad the film was 
enjoyable overall. 
The movie pulled 
me in when all of the 
Pevensie children 


The Chronicles of 
Narnia is about 
four young siblings 
who experience a 
magical world by 
walking through a 
wardrobe closet. 
The movie is 
relevant to the 
book, sending the 
same messages. 
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, ‘THE CHRONICLES OF - ¢ 


JHE LIONS THE WitcH 282 THE WARDROI 


* 


The Original Novel by. 


Now a Major Motion Picture * Movie imag. 


The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe by 
C.S. Lewis was first published in 1950. 


went into the wardrobe because the older 
two didn’t know what to expect, but they 
soon realized why the creatures in Narnia 
needed all of them to be there. 

They met Aslan (voiced by Liam Nelson), 
the lion, the ruler who wants to save Narnia 
from the White Witch (Tilda Swinton), but he 
needed two sons of Adam and two daugh- 
ters of Eve to do so. 

The kids soon learned they needed each 
other to get through everything and fight the 
wat. 

This is a movie made for kids by Disney 
and it is apparent when watching the war 
scene. 

It didn’t show much of the affects to the 
war scene, the whole thing looked fake. 
That’s one thing some of us older people 
would be disappointed in. 

Putting aside all of that this isn’t a movie 
that interests me. I looked at the contents of 
the movie and what it really represented. 
Deciding it wasn’t as bad as I thought it was 
fair and a good movie for those with great 
imaginations. C+ 


ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF SANTANNA RAMSEY 
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Academy award winner Foxx releases sophomore album 


NICK STIEBER 


eaving the alter ego of Ray Charles be- 
hind, Jamie Foxx has now moved on to 
furthur his musical legacy with sopho- 

more album, Unpredictable that has reached 

the number one spot on the Billboard charts. 

Foxx took Hollywood by surprise last 
year with not one, but two Academy Award 
nominations, for Best Actor in the Ray 
Charles biopic, Ray, and Best Supporting 
Actor in Collateral, resulting in his actual 
winning of the award, for Ray. 

In addition to his acting career, Foxx also 
has a history in stand up comedy. Following 
in the footsteps of his idol, Ray Charles, Foxx 
has now moved on to music. 

Beginning in 2005, as the chorus singer 
in Kanye West's hit single “Gold Digger,” 
Foxx put on his Ray Charles impression that 
won him the Oscar, and led the single to the 
number one spot on the Billboard Hot charts 
for over 10 straight weeks. 

Like the title suggests, Unpredictable is not 
what I predicted. 

What I expected was for Foxx to continue 
the Ray Charles persona he has been putting 
on, for what seems like forever. 

Instead, what I heard was an R&B, Hip 
Hop version of Usher’s “Confessions”, but 
about 10 times more sexually explicit. 

The record keeps this identity from track 
one to 13, which features musical artists, 


-Damage Control 


-Jarhead 


-Stealth 


-Collateral 


-Bait 


-Ray 
-Held Up 
-Any Given Sunday 


-Breakin’ All the Rules 
+More 


-source: imdb.com 


18 / PREMIERE 


such as Ludacris, Common, Mary J. Blige, 
Twista, The Game, Snoop Dogg and once 
again, West. 

One of my favorit e lyrics is from the 
track “With You,” where Snoop Dogg says, 
“T toast to good smokes, meet your kin 
folks/and try to get next to ya.” 

I was laughing throughout the entire al- 
bum. Most of the lyrics sound like R&B and 
hip-hop parodies you might hear on South 
Park or Saturday Night Live. 1 was wondering 
whether this was the message Foxx intended 
to send, given his background in comedy. 

My suspicions were confirmed when I 
listened to “U Still Got It (Interlude).” 

This track starts off with a little skit 
between a woman and Foxx. The woman 
starts off by saying, “Do I look fat to you?” 
Foxx reluctantly says, “Baby, you know I 
love you.” Then she replies, “That’s not what 
TL asked you.” After that, Foxx lets out an 
annoyed sigh and starts the song about his 
baby’s mama getting heavier, because she’s 
pregnant. 
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Even though his songs on this album 
have a comedic appeal, Foxx still stays true 
to R&B, in the classic sense, with modern- 
ized lyrics. 

The last two tracks on the album, “Heav- 
en” and “Wish U Were Here,” are by far 
the most classical in nature, reflecting the 
personal messages the lyrics describe. 

“Heaven” deals with Foxx’s relationship 
with his daughter Corrine, and “Wish U 
Were Here” deals with his climb to fame and 
his wish that his grandmother could see all 
the things that he has accomplished now. 

Both of the songs are a huge departure 
from the rest of the album and show a range 
in his musical abilities that could not be seen 
by listening to the previous tracks. 

The album in itself shows the wide range 
of talent Foxx possess in many different 
areas of entertainment, that many actors at- 
tempt to gain and most fail to obtain. 

Foxx is one of the few entertainers today 
who has succeeded in doing this. Ray 
Charles would be proud. A- 


Jamie Foxx takes a step into 
his musical career with 
Unpredictable. This album 
includes musical guests 
Snoop Dogg, Common and 


more. 
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Journalists willing to cross the line for a good story 


STAFF 


ournalists are crossing a fine line 

to get the killer stories they so 

badly want, and the ones the 
public needs to hear. 

Most of the What’s Bruin? 
staff believes journalism should 
appropriately and respectfully 
infringe on people in order to 
get the best and most truthful 
story possible. But that’s the key: 
Appropriately and respectfully. 

When a high school student goes 
to Iraq to get a story that is when 
journalism gets pushed too far. No 
high school student should have 
to leave the city to get a story, let 
alone the country, into a hostile 
environment. 

Also, journalists get the 
information to inform the general 
public, without the news, what are 
they left with? Journalism is all 
about being nosy enough to get the 
story and meeting the deadlines. 

If journalists weren’t nosy, stories 
would be bland, and most of the 
time made up. Every story would 


then be someone’s personal opinion. 


At the same time, journalists try 
to stay out of the person’s personal 
life. They don’t want to cross the 
line into a state where they make 
the interviewed uneasy, causing 
an uncomfortable environment. 
When journalists cross the line into 
someone’s privacy, they break the 
ethics of journalism. 

Asking personal questions that 
could humiliate someone is what 
journalists need to stay away from. 

Also, especially in the national 
media, stories are often ran too 
many times. A story should only be 
ran twice. Once for the main story, 
and a follow up on the people that 
were involved. At the national level, 
they run stories into the ground, to 
the point where no one is interested 
in the story anymore. 

Now, how should journalists 


improve on where they cross the 
line? This is where ethics come in. 

Being courteous is what places an 
interviewer in a relaxing mood, to 
the point where they are comfortable 
on questions that will be asked. 

The interviewer should be 
ageressive, but kind. The people 
involved in the story need the realize 
that in order to publish a good story. 
The journalist needs to be aggressive 
but yet, still courteous. 

However, when paparrazzi take 
pictures, they don’t care if they 
invade someone’s privacy. Really, 
that isn’t considered journalism to 
some because it is unethical. 

They don’t care about the person’s 
life, as long as they get a picture that 
may suggest something negative 
about a person. 
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But, what if you are a celebrity, 
would you want yourself getting 
your pictures taken all the time and 
getting interviews that you were 
never told about? 

No one would want false 
statements put into national 
magazines, where everyone can get 
the wrong thought in their head 
about you. 

Many people would enjoy the 
fame and an interview every once in 
a while, but the false statements are 
something that no one enjoys. 

Journalists don’t cross the line 
in most situations. They try to get 
good news without putting anyone 
into an uncomfortable situation, 
while still being able to publish a 
successful story. 


SHELBY VORNDRAN 
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Year's 
resolution? 


“| want 
to come 
to school 
on time 
and 

more 
frequent- 


ly.” 


-senior 
Blake Hull 


| 

want 

to 
become 
friends 
with 
more 
people.” 


-sophomore 
Maggie Wilcox 


“| don’t 
have a 
resolu- 
tion. It’s a 
revelation, 
that it’s 
time to 
grow up 
and not be 
a kid.” 


-junior 
Samantha 
Goldsberry 


“Get 
good 
grades 
and 
pass 

all 

my 
classes.” 


-freshman 
Andy Mack 


Hospitals save money by putting lives at risk 


ACA’SHA TERNET 


ive-year-old Sean Van Duyn has not 
Pe: able to eat or drink from his 
mouth since birth. 

When Sean was born he had a brain 
inflammation. Doctors determined he had 
neurological damage. Surgery was immedi- 
ately performed. 

A breathing tube was used during sur- 
gery so he could breath, but the tube was too 
big for the small child’s throat. The tube had 
been reconditioned. 

Because it was too big for the small 
child’s throat, it caused injury to the lining of 
his airway. 

The doctors had to perform a tracheoto- 
my. A plastic tube was then inserted into his 
throat so he could breath. 

For the next nine months, he gagged on 
a reconditioned tube until a new one was 
used. 
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Hospitals across the nation have found 
ways to save money by putting their 
patient's life at risk. By allegedly ignoring 
the warning labels on one-time use medical 
devices, doctors are starting to re-use materi- 
als. 

The patient does not have to be notified 
that a reconditioned device is being used on 
them and sometimes the surgeon does not 
have knowledge of this action either. 

Hospitals claim that when they sterilize 
instruments they are as good as new, but 
the companies who make the products are 
saying that the product may become dull or 
malfunction. 

Patients have proven to the doctors that 
this is not the safest way to save money. In 
one incident, an electrode from a catheter 
broke off in a patient’s heart. In another, a 
patient’s eyeball was impaled. These facts 
were stated in The Washington Post. 
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So far no one has been able to prove how 
long it would take a device to malfunction 
due to multiple use. 

Beginning last year, the FDA began to 
have hospitals report malfunctioning devices 
and whether it was reconditioned or not. 

Just because the FDA requires hospitals to 
report these malfunctions does not mean that 
hospitals will report it. 

In May of 1998, a cardiologist removed a 
single use catheter from the small child. 

The catheter’s tip appeared to be twisted, 
and the shaft at one end of the catheter had 
separated from it’s bonding. 

The manufacturer, Boston Scientific Corp, 
told the FDA that the problems were “likely 
due to aggressive disinfecting and cleaning 
between uses.” 

Doctors are starting to cross a fine line 
between saving lives and ending them, all 
because they want to save a few bucks. 


Government can 
change economy 
but not reputation 


ndiana has been said to be a land of farmers by those who do 
[= live in this state, and even by those who do. In fact, the 

only city that is considered an economic hub is Indianapolis. 
This is making many teenagers want to go someplace else for a 
career. 

Indiana citizens throughout the years have accepted these 
implications. However, the new Republican government under, 
governor Mitch Daniels is trying to change this states nickname, 
and end our own personal economic depression. 

Mainly as farmers, Indiana has done a great job when it 
comes to profit, however, many Indiana 
representatives are trying to transform Indiana 
into a sophisticated economy. 

I say good luck. 

One main reason officials are trying to turn 
Indiana around economically is because of all 
the young adults that graduate from high school 
and go someplace else. Indiana needs to find a 
way to attract businesses, get out of debt and 
keep people in the state. 

According to a recent article of The Journal 
Gazette, the Indiana Economic Development 
Corporation has given out nearly $165 million 
in tax breaks and other incentives, to attract 
new businesses. 

It is very pathetic when a state has to literally bribe businesses 
and companies to locate in their area. Northeast Indiana will be 
receiving approximately 17.6 percent in tax breaks, which means it 
will be receiving a great deal of new business. 

Allen County itself will be receiving $5.9 million, and an 
estimated 648 new jobs. This adds to another point. Even though 
this plan is pathetic, and probably will not change Indiana’s 
reputation or sophistication level, it will be adding a great deal of 
employment that is desperately needed in Indiana. 

The state government has currently reported over 116 projects 
completed, and promises more than 13,700 new jobs and over $2.3 
billion in new investments from businesses. 

This sounds like a brilliant plan and a turn-around for our 
economy and unemployed citizens lives, but some people, 
including myself, have concerns. 

If businesses come to Indiana and decide that their companies 
are not profiting the way they would like, and they leave, Indiana 
does not only lose time and money, but jobs as well. This is saying 
that as many businesses will locate in Indiana as are expected. 

Many companies and individual people will be greatly 
influenced by this new plan. However, even though Daniels’ and 
the state government's ideas are commendable, these measures 
show how pathetic Indiana’s situation and reputation has 
become. Even with all of these advancements, Indiana still has 
many problems. Maybe state officials should worry less about 
businesses and more about citizens. 

For the thousands of people gaining employment, I hope this 
plan works. I also hope that the strides that Indiana officials are 
taking pay-off and attract the attention of businesses and young 
people. But in the end, “if something sounds to good to be true, it 
usually is.” 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 
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Thousandth U.S. 
execution a 
wake-up call 


t 2:15 a.m. on Dec. 2, 2005, a double murderer Kenneth Lee 
Are became the 1000" person to be executed in the United 
States since the reinstatement of the death penalty, in 1977. 

Death penalty advocates, primarily Republicans, have for years 
stood behind their belief that the presence of capital punishment in 
the American judicial system, serves as a deterrent to murder. 

This argument is opposed to anti-death penalty advocates, mostly 
Democrats, who believe convicted murderers should receive life in 
prison, without the possibility of parole. 

According to the Miami Herald, the state of 
Florida, that possesses one of the nation’s largest 
death rows, has estimated cost of an average 
execution is around $3.2 million. That’s about six 
times the amount it costs to put a person in prison 
for life. 

Looking at this debate from a cost perspective, 
one would expect the fiscally conservative 
Republicans to oppose the death penalty, but they 
don't. 

With over 1,000 people executed in America, 
since 1977 alone, logic tells you that if the death 
penalty did deter crime, it surely would have taken 
effect by now. 

What the death penalty does do is make 
criminals regret the choices they have made, after 
they are caught. 

But perhaps the best reason for not allowing capital punishment is 
the execution of innocent people. 

According to the Stanford Law Review, there have been at least 350 
instances, in the past century where a person has been sentenced to 
death, but was later declared innocent. 

And that’s just the number of people known to be innocent, there 
are most likely many more. One is unacceptable. 

So if the death penalty costs so much more than life in prison and 
it doesn’t deter crime, why are people so gung-ho about it? 

On Dee. 13, 2005, the famous co-founder of the Crips, Stanley 
“Tookie” Williams, was executed by lethal injection, for the murder 
of four people. After the countless appeals received by the California 
governor's office of Arnold Schwarzenegger, Williams was still 
executed in San Quentin State Prison. 

Even after Williams’ plea for clemency, and his authorship 
of children’s books about the dangers involved with gangs and 
violence, a clear sign of his rehabilitation, Schwarzenegger still 
released a statement saying: Without an apology and atonement for these 
senseless and brutal killings, there can be no redemption. 

What greater apology and showing of atonement can an 
imprisoned former gang leader give, than to make up for his 
mistakes by saving the impressionable children of America from the 
influence of crime? 

Yet governor Schwarzenegger still terminated him. 

This act proves that Schwarzenegger wasn’t out for atonement. He 
was out for revenge. 

That’s what the death penalty is revenge, not justice. 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The old rule of an eye for an eye 
leaves the whole world blind.” 

The American justice system is blind, 1,000 times over. 


Common 


NICK 
STIEBER 
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Should evolution be taught in schools? 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


but hey it could have happened. 

The 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial set the whole controversy 
in motion in America that would change the way schools taught 
evolution. It argued the scientific principles of Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution, while at the same time weakening the 
argument of The Old Testament’s story of creationism. 

The national law that states there is to be separation of church 
and state had an addition to it after the trial. 

Evolution should be taught in school as long as it is done 
tastefully and not forced upon student's. 

Some believe it is part of our human history. It is just a theory 
about how humans came about wandering this Earth. 

Yes, it is been stated in the Bible that Adam and Eve were the 
first people on Earth, but that does not mean that humans couldn’t 
have evolved from monkeys. 

Science teacher Brian Booker teaches evolution in his biology 
classes. 

Having been fortunate enough to experience his teaching first 
hand, he did not force the idea of evolution on his students. 

Rather he teaches them both sides of the theory, what Charles 
Lamarck thought and what Jean Baptiste Darwin thought. 

Lamarck came to the conclusion that species are born with 
random variations. The traits that have an advantage get passed 
on. 

Booker did not ignore a student’s questions that some may have 
had. 

Teaching evolution in school this way could give students a 
choice to decide between two different sides. 

As stated before there is already a separation of church and 
state. There shouldn’t have to be a separation of science and state. 
Every morning we 

are given the choice 
to stand and recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Students are given 
one option to do 
something that goes 
against the law that 
states there should be a 
separation of church and 
state. 

If a school can give 
students an option like 
that, then they should be 
able to teach a scientific 
theory. 

No one has to believe 


if is scary to think that we could have evolved from monkeys, 


| 


in what is being taught 
in school, but they 
should at least listen. 
Then they can make 
their own decision 
whether to believe in it 
or not. 


ARIEL CASE \-— 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON 


onkeys evolving into humans, I don’t think so. 
| \ / As we all know evolution is taught right here at 
Northrop. It is taught in science classes, where students 
can learn about it. 

If we aren’t allowed to learn about Jesus and God, then what 
makes it okay to talk about things evolving into humans? 

A person’s religion tells them how they came about to this Earth. 
Christianity says that God created everything and Hindus believe 
in reincarnation, which are just a few religions to name. 

Teaching evolution can distort someone’s faith and confuse them 
on what to believe. 

Sometimes evolution is being taught as if these things really 
happened. The thing is, it could be real, but some people believe 
that God created them and that’s where they came from, not a 
monkey. There is no hard evidence of either. 

Basically, evolution shouldn’t be taught in schools because it 
comes to close with the no religion rule. Saying that monkey’s 
turn into humans is what some believe, but others may believe 
differently. 

Think about it, how did these animals get onto the Earth if there 
wasn’t a greater power to make them? 

Which brings us right back to the religious factor. 

No greater power equals no animals, which in the evolution case 
equals no humans. However, where people came from is still just 
another opinion on its own. 

It’s not a problem if evolution is taught in the scientific way. 
Students should know all of the theories behind their creation. 

Students also learn about almost every religion in school, but 
teachers aren’t forcing them to believe in the religion being taught, 
it’s just to be informed. 

So that’s where the fine line is, evolution being taught the 
scientific way, not in the way of 
faith. 

Teaching evolution in the 
way Of faith is like telling 
someone what religion to have. 

Teaching evolution the 
scientific way is teaching it to 
inform, not to preach. 

The word evolution basically 
means a change in something 
over time. 

Charles Darwin, born in 
1809, was the one who came up 
with the theory of evolution. 

Teaching evolution is a 
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ae Ciyh age?) tricky thing, teachers have to be 
— careful of how they emphasis it 


and how they go about teaching 
a 


Teachers at Northrop do a 
good job by not teaching it as 
a faith, but as an educational 
theory. Still religious evolution 
shouldn’t be taught in schools. 
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RST TANNING VISIT 


TANNING CENTERS 


Mon-Thurs 8-9 Friday 8-8 Saturday 8-5 Sunday 10-5 
1533 W. Dupont Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN (Northbrook Village-corner of Dupont & Lima Roads) 


490-7775 


¢ No Appointment Necessary 


Apistralicat ¢ Our Tanning Minutes Never Expire | Sitodisl; 
Gold. ¢ No Membership Or Contract Necessary 
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HIGH QUALITY HOT TANNING BULBS IN ALL BEDS! 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 


‘GROSS’ 
INVESTIG 
AT NORT 


ON, AND WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO 
FOR A BUCK? 


Dubont Animal Care Cen 


Complete Cate For Your Pet 
atding - Veterinary - Groomin, 


C haltant 


Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 


prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 


dience Training and Pet Supplies 


44 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 468 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

5931 STONEY CREEK DR. 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 


Bachelor & Bac 
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turns; future shows possibly canceled 


NEVJ/S Talent show features unexpected 


i »47 Faculty Battle of the Bulge 
meiehe -loss contest--Month 1 update 


‘Gross’ behavior investigation, and some 
Bruins and their dirty jobs 


S 'S What's Bruin? staff reporter 
becomes athlete for a day I. 


i vi =e Oscar nominees: Brokeback 
una Crash; Capote; Good Ngee and Good 
Luck; Munich reviewed | 6- 


i /, Do sex COHGa deserve a 
second chance? 2} 


“The grossest th 


Gross! Senior Ellie Carolus cleans up dog poop while working at 
Dupont Animal Care Center, along with other duties she must 
complete throughout the day. She has worked there since 
October. 


-senior Ellie Carolus, on her 
dirty job 
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Talent show canceled for now 


But some performers shine despite audience, some inappropriate acts 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


his year’s talent show, Etc., had some 
| unexpected turns to it, with some 
inappropriate acts. 
For those students who didn’t attend 
the show, lets just say because some 


performances weren't sought out the way 
they should have been, there maybe a small 


chance of no more talent shows in the future. 


“T don’t want to say that there will never 
be another talent show again, there were 
some great talents out there. Some students 
didn’t act like they were in a school setting 
and because of that somehow students on 
Student Council, and the principal advisory 
group need to think of someway to have 
another show happen,” said principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 


4 / NEWS 


The first five minutes were great with a 
hilarious start with a performance by seniors 
Brian Neitert, Terrance Caldwell and Ian 
Hunter, juniors Adam Black and Ryan Annis, 
and sophomore Joe Weingartner. They 
performed the song “I want it that way” by 
The Backstreet Boys. 

After that, some inappropriate behavior 
started. There was a performance that caused 
some inappropriate audience reaction. 

The performer had then spoken out to the 
audience because they were upset from 
some of the audience’s reactions. Granted 
the words that were used could’ve been 
different, but there was no respect given to 
the act at all. 

To try and show peers, family, friends 
and classmates what talent, hard work and 
dedication they have, and then to show it 


Dance off: Get ‘Em Girls 
danced to a mix of songs at 
the Etc. talent show that was 
held. Feb. 2, 2006. However, 
future talent shows may have 
been canceled do to some 
inappropriate acts. 
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off to these people and have smart remarks 
made with an auditorium full of people is 
plain rude. 

“Mr. (Tim) Miller asked for respect from 
the audience. But the kids that were being 
disrespectful should’ ve gotten into trouble,” 
said senior Shanise Trice. 

After all that was said and done, the 
crowd settled down for some pretty good 
performances. 

Some of the really good acts were by 
senior Kendall Isadore on the piano and 
singing an original song she wrote. Junior 
Rachel Reinders and her brother, junior 
Chris Todia also sang “The Prayer” making 
the mood calmer with a soothing sound. 

Later some more rock style bands came 
out, one including Blake and The Blakettes. 
This group featured the talents of junior 
Brandi Vermillion and seniors Sarah Leavell, 
Ashley Brown and Blake Hull. Their 
performance made the show turn around. 

Also performing was Why Not 
Wednesday with seniors Stephan Martin and 
Raj Shukla, juniors Drake Wilbanks, Adam 
Garland and Eric Francisco and sophomore 
Mathew Bennett. The band got everybody 
up on their feet. They performed the songs 
“All These Things That I Have Done” by The 
Killers, “Take Me Out” by Franz Ferdinand, 
and the last song “Times Like These” by The 
Foo Fighters. 

“We did the best that we could do. I don’t 
think we could have done any better. We 
went out and had fun, and that’s all that 
matters,” said Wilbanks. 

Shattered Glass was the last act of the 
show which included seniors Phil Muncie, 
Brian Neitert, junior Nick Bacon and 
sophomore Jake Kistler. A well-received 
performance and good ending to an 
unsteady show. 


“We went 
out and had 
fun, and 
that’s all that 
matters.” 


-junior Drake Wilbanks 


Scholastic Art Awards 


Seven seniors accept Gold Key awards 


| “Torn” 
_ Danielle Wilson 
_ Gold Key digital imagery 


“Blushing Bloom” “Ancient Cactus” 
Ariel Case Ashley Derickson 
Gold Key painting Gold Key sculpture 


“Sunbleached” 


Carly Sorge 
Gold Key painting 


Scholastic Art Award Winners 


Senior Kiersten Alexander: Certificate of 
Merit, digital imagery (2); Certificate of 
Merit, photography; Silver Key, photography 
(2); Gold Key, photography 

Senior Whitney Ashtary-Yazdi: Gold Key, 
digital imagery (2); Certificate of Merit, 
digital imagery 

Senior Emily Branning; Certificate of Merit, 
digital imagery; Certificate of Merit, painting 
Senior Ariel Case: Silver Key, sculpture; 
Gold Key, painting 

Senior Ashley Derickson: Gold Key, 
sculpture 

Senior Lisa Evans: Gold Key, sculpture (2); 
Silver Key, sculpture 

Junior Kara Foland: Certificate of Merit, 
ceramics 

Junior Jeremy Frisby: Silver Key, 
photography 


“Windows, Doors and More” 
Whitney Ashtary-Yazdi 
Gold Key photography 


“The Great Escape” 
Kiersten Alexander 
Gold Key photography 


“Metallic Energy” 
Lisa Evans 
Gold Key sculpture 


Junior Jessica Mansell: Certificate of Merit, 
ceramics 

Junior Katie Reidy: Certificate of Merit, 
digital imagery 

Senior Lindsay Roseberry: Silver Key, digital 
imagery (2); Certificate of Merit, digital 
imagery (2) 

Sophomore Scott Simpson: Certificate of 
Merit, photography 

Senior Carly Sorge: Gold Key, sculpture; 
Certificate of Merit, painting; Gold Key, 
painting; Certificate of Merit, drawing; Gold 
Key, computer art 

Senior Shelby Vorndran: Silver Key, digital 
imagery 

Sophomore Maggie Wilcox: Silver Key, 
ceramics 

Senior Danielle Wilson: Gold Key, digital 
imagery; Silver Key, drawing; Gold Key, 
sculpture 
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Online scheduling 
here despite some 
early hassles 


SARAH LEAVELL 


took their seats at their home 
computers. Time to to try out 
Northrop’s new online scheduling. 

In the past, students have received 
course election sheets in homeroom 
and had to complete it. Thanks to 
senior Mike Ruf’s AP programming 
project, course selection is now 
available online. 

Every student is given a paper with 
each course on it. Then they must go to 
www.northrop.fwes.k13.in.us, click on 
election sheet, select grade and fill out 
all of the information. 

When a student is done with their 
election sheet, it is automatically 
emailed to the school for processing. 

“Students keep turning more and 
more in each week,” said assistant 
principal Cheryl Strader. 

Two years ago, Northrop took a 
survey to find out how many students 
have a computer at home and 90 
percent had a computer, while 80 
percent had internet access. That 
creates a problem for those students 
without Internet, but there is still 
an election sheet available to them. 
However some students with the 
internet are still struggling with 
scheduling. 

“It was too confusing for me. I 
needed to see it on paper and I needed 
to see the little boxes that are on the 
sheets,” said junior Drake Wilbanks. 

Guidance counselors sat down 
with students not using the online 
scheduling during first periods to make 
sure their course selection sheets were 
completed. 

“When the guidance counselor came 
to my first period I hadn’t filled out the 
sheet at all,” said Wilbanks. 

There are also course books 
available for those students completing 
their schedules on paper. 

“They can check out a course book 
and turn in a course election sheet. 
Students can also use the library,” said 
Strader. 

Last year, Northrop was the first 
school to use the course book on 
CD. This year, many other local high 
schools are trying it. 

“Northrop is always the leader in 
technology,” said Strader. 


H reshmen, sophomores and juniors 
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Erendrake staff now selecting 
student works for print 


Submissions for the Erendrake fine arts magazine 
are coming in and selected entries will be showcased as 


Drama department takes 
on Murder, a second play 


This year Northrop’s drama department is 
changing things up a little bit. Northrop will be 


having a second play instead of just one. 


a play, a murder mystery in other words. 


ASVO 131dVv 


It’s all a mystery: 
This year, the drama 
department decided 
to put on a winter 
play in addition to 
the regular fall one. 
Rehearsal For Murder 
is a play within a play 
and was performed 
Feb. 16 and 18. 


Miller. 


Skaggs. 


Miller. 


Valentine fundraiser raises money 
for Student Council convention 


Student Council recently completed a Valentine’s Day fundraiser 
by selling cans of Crush soda to raise money for a state convention in 
the fall. 

The convention will feature lectures and workshops that will 
lead to the improvement of the council as a whole. The convention 
is expected to hold 1,400 to 2,000 council members from different 
schools across the state. 

Because Northrop’s Student Council is supported only by funds 
raised from outside sources, it relies on these types of fundraising 
events. 

“Right now we’re just kind of trying to take care of ourselves,” 
said Student Council sponsor Steve Long. 

However, Student Council is primarily an aid organization and is 
currently planning more charity events for later this year. 

Long has also announced that elections for new officers are 
coming up this spring, around March or April. New members are 
also being accepted at this time. 


Athletic Council hosts charity dance 


On Feb. 18 the Athletic Council held Northrop’s first ever charity 
dance for our sister school in Beaumont, Texas. 

The theme of the dance was Mardi Gras in honor of the Hurricane 
Katrina victims. The admission into the dance was $5 and pizza, pop 
and water were also sold inside the gym. 

All of the money collected was donated to Westbrook High School 
who suffered greatly by damages caused by Hurricane Katrina. 


Jazz readies for annual Jazz Fest 


Northrop’s top jazz band, Jazz I, recently brought home a second 
place from Snider High School's Jazz Fest on Saturday, Feb. 11. 

“The band really played its butt off,” said the band’s director, 
Barry Ashton. 

Sophomore Ross Bercott also won an individual award for an 
outstanding performance on the vibraphone, also called vibes. 

Ashton has given the band new music to play, which will be 
performed on March 11 for Northrop’s annual Jazz Fest. The band 
also has two other upcoming concerts in March. 
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This play is Rehearsal For Murder. It is a play within 


“This year we got lucky because we can afford 
to do this, so those that aren’t strong in singing can 
have another chance to be on stage,” said director Tim 


A few of the leads in the play are juniors Caty 
Deventer and Joe Mensey and seniors Joel Grillo, 


Shanise Trice, Adam Hamilton, Mike Ruff and Gregg 


“I’m excited for this play, it has a strong cast,” said 


some of the best artistic works Northrop has to offer. 

“We usually get an average of about 60 or 70 entries 
every year,” said sponsor Terry Springer. 

“We have a staff of about six people that reads or 
views all entries and discusses the quality of entries,” 
said Springer. “We look for things that are of high 
quality, and the best entries are selected.” 

Works entered for consideration can include poems, 
prose, sculptures, photographs, and paintings. 

“Tt gives an avenue for students to explore publishing 
in a non-threatening way,” said Springer. “It’s a much 
less aggressive process, getting published by the school 
than out with major publishers.” 


SADD chain-link pledge to lead 
off spring projects 


SADD has started its spring project by creating a chain link 
of students who have chosen not to drink. There are four colors, 
each representing a grade. 

“We are trying to think of something creative to do for this 
year,” said SADD sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

SADD has also changed what their letters stand for, it is now 
Students Against Destructive Decisions, from what it used to be, 
Students Against Drunk Driving. SADD is now learning about 
date violence, and violence in the home. 


Bruinettes place high during 
competition season 


The Bruinette’s first dance competition was at the 
Crawfordsville High School Invitational on Saturday, Feb. 4. 

The varsity team placed first in elite jazz, first in kick, and third 
in hip-hop. 

“We have a strong varsity team that is doing some difficult 
dances,” said dance teacher Lisa Helmuth. 

On Feb. 11 the Bruniettes traveled to Greenfield for the 
Greenfield Central High School Invitational. 

Varsity placed second in kick and third in lyrical. 

“State is going to be the most competitive,” said Helmuth. 

The Bruinettes have four more competitions this year. 


Speech team gets ready for state 


About 40 people deep, practicing every night and winning 
most local events, are just some things that describe Northrop’s 
speech team. 

Being in the most important part of the season, the team, 
coached by Laura Archbold and Walter Cook, is getting ready to 
go to tournaments that decide who will advance onto state. 

On Feb. 11 the speech team competed at the Plymouth 
Inventational where they placed third, going against 15 schools 
and 600 competitors. Junior Zach Norris and senior Megan 
Danalds won individual championships in Domestic Extemp. 

“Kids get more than just ribbons, they get lifetime skills out if it 
(speech),” said Cook. 
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BATTLE °fusBULGE UPDATE-MONTH 1 
ORANGE TEAM 


=BROWN TEAM 


Name: Lilly Mikol, foreign 

language 

Charity: S.C.A.N. (Stop Child 

Abuse and Neglect) 

Pounds Lost So Far: -2 
“Chocolate. I’ve had none this 

weekend.” -on her successes 


Name: Fiona Schultz, cafeteria 

assistant 

Charity: Alzheimer’s 

Association 

Pounds Lost So Far: -3 
“Serving the kids at home 

and what they want, and then 

fixing myself something.” 

(on obstacles so far) 


Name: Frankie Kovacs, business 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: -5 

“My clothes are starting to 
feel bigger.” 


Name: Jeff Cochran, math and 
science 
Charity: American Lung 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: -7 

“The workouts have been the 
hardest part. I’m getting better.” 


Name: Becky Griswold, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -3 

“T’ve looked at some desserts 
and avoided them.” 


Name: Peggy Williams, physical 
education 
Charity: Ft. Wayne Rescue 
Mission 
Pounds Lost So Far: -3 

“I’m becoming more aware of 
what I’m eating.” 


Name: Jill Cross, Spanish 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -4 

“There isn’t enough time 
to exercise. I’ve eaten better 
though. Keeping a food journal 
helps me.” 


Name: Nola Morris, English 
Charity: In As Much 
Pounds Lost So Far: -7 

“T went to a birthday party 
and it was hard not to eat 
the cake and ice cream, but I 
didn’t eat it.” 


Name: Annette Leeuw, art 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: -3 
“Now I’m going to Jenny 
Craig. They prepare food for 
you and it will help me with 
portion sizes.” 


Name: Vickie Petrie, Spanish 
Charity: Tri Kappa Sorority 
Pounds Lost So Far: 0 

“T’'ve been sick, so I really 
don’t have much motivation.” 


Name: Al Jacquay, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: +1.5 

“T don’t want to admit the 
fact that I have been cheat- 
ing.” 


Name: Joni Smith, math 
Charity: Ft. Wayne 
Community Foundation 
Pounds Lost So Far: -1 

“Not being able to exercise 
because of time. I’m drinking 
more water and exercising 
more.” (on obstacles so far) 


Name: Dave Piepho, social 
studies 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: -6 

“T’ve noticed that since I 
started my attitude has gotten 
better.” 


Name: April Castator, math 
Charity: March Of Dimes 
Pounds Lost So Far: new 
contestant, no report yet 

“T want to be active with 
my son. My husband and I 
like to play sports together.” 


BROWN MONTH 1 LOSS: -42.5 POUNDS 


Name: Rita Dillman, office 
secretary 
Charity: American Red Cross 
Pounds Lost So Far: -6 

“My family has also been 
a big motivation.” 


Name: Angie Love, math 
Charity: Whittington House 
Pounds Lost So Far:-8 

“| have been exercising 
and living half of a healthy 
lifestyle.” 


Name: Brian Taubert, band 
director 
Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital 
Pounds Lost So Far: -24 

“T have figured out how to 
lose the weight.” 


Name: Carrie Moden, English 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: -9 

“Not exercising enough.” 
(on obstacles so far) 


Name: Dan Lively, history / 

economics 

Charity: American Cancer 

Society 

Pounds Lost So Far: -4.5 
“My diet has been better 

and I feel better.” 


Name: Pete Baney, journalism 
Charity: Compassion 
International 
Pounds Lost So Far: -17 

“T didn’t cheat at all 
during the month.” 


Name: Gayle Springer, 
cafeteria assistant 
Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital 
Pounds Lost So Far: -4 

“The first week I lost four 
pounds. The second week I 
gained one. Now I’m kind of 
at my plateau.” 


Name: Reba Ervin, science 
Charity: National Kidney 
Foundation 
Pounds Lost So Far:-19 

“T feel good about the clothes 
I purchased. They are starting to 
go on easier.” 


Name: Barb Ahlersmeyer, 
principal 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 0 

“I’m eating more veggies and 
fruits. Chocolate has been my 
weakness.” 


Name: Yvette Nichols, student 

services secretary 

Charity: American Cancer 

Society 

Pounds Lost So Far: +2.5 
“Staff birthdays are tough 

because there are always so 

many wonderful treats.” 


Name: Judy Delamarter, 
office secretary 
Charity: Allen County Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: -6 

“My clothes are fitting better 
now.” 


Name: LeeAnn Thompson, 
assistant principal 
Charity: Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority 
Pounds Lost So Far: -2.5 

“T’ve been eating more fruit 
and I need to find time to 
exercise.” 


Name: Marianne Klaffke, 
math 
Charity: Erin’s House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 0 

“My biggest obstacle is 
going out to eat with friends.” 


ORANGE MONTH 1 LOSS: -96.5 POUNDS 
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Bruins draw the line on 
‘gross’ behavior in 
recent investigation 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 
CLINT SPAHR 


e grins slightly as he opens the lead 
Hee No one believes he will until 

he plunges it’s contents into his 
mouth and begins to chew. Shock and awe 
comes over the class after two minutes as 
he swallows and shows his empty mouth. 
Other than simple disbelief, the following 
comments reflect one thought: that’s gross! 

But honestly, we all have our own unat- 
tractive habits and behaviors. So how can we 
say what is or isn’t gross? 

“Fungus, fish, people who don’t bathe, 
that kind of stuff,” said sophomore Joe 
Koontz, “Other than that, just people who do 
gross things.” 

Koontz’s, among other Bruins responded 
with the same kind of answer.. While rare, 
some of these behaviors can be observed in 
Northrop’s halls. 

“School food, dog poop...stuff like that,” 
said freshman Clayton Counts, “They do it 
(gross behaviors) for attention, because their 
minds are still in the adolescent stage.” 

Counts’ reasoning behind people’s ac- 
tions was brought up by several people in 
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the vicinity, but is that the only reason? 

“They do it because they’ re just disgust- 
ing, they think, ‘wow that'll gross people 
out, guess I'll try it,”” added sophomore 
Scott Janz. 

Most people said that they typically feel 
disgust toward a person who doesn’t dem- 
onstrate good hygiene. 

“Tf you're not up on your hygiene, you're 
just nasty to be around,” said sophomore 
Miranda Grabowski. 

According to an article on psychologytoday. 
com, disgust is shared in all cultures, and can 
be triggered by a variety of things, based on 
what the culture is used to. These things can 
run the gamut from making fun of the less 
fortunate kids, to the smell of body odor, to 
cheating on tests. 

Often times at Northrop, people in this 
stage are overreacting, but they are genu- 
inely disgusted. 

While people don’t usually do anything 
that will cause instant nausea, some students 
gave their own methods of dealing with 
people who act in a disgusting manner. 

“It really depends on what they’re doing. 


“Fungus, fish, people 
who don’t bathe. That 
kind of stuff.” 


-sophomore Joe Koontz, on 
what he thinks is disgusting 
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Do you know what has been 
on that floor? Sophomore 
Danielle Jackson takes a 
taste of the floor in the 
commons for a dollar. “It 
tasted like gum,” said 
Jackson. 

Right, Sophomore Brittany 
Edwards takes a bite using 
a used fork, then claimed 
that it didn’t disgust her. 


I might just laugh or I 
might tell them to stop,” 
said sophomore Tera 
Schendel. 

Disgusting acts are 
everywhere so it seems. 

Students at Northrop 
were tested for disgust- 
ing behavior and some 
did it for attention while 
others did it for money. 

“People do it for at- 
tention. They are influenced by others to do 
sick things for their viewing pleasure,” said 
sophomore Jared Kuck. 

According to www.news.bbc.com scientists 
claim that the emotion of disgust protects 
people from the risk of disease. 

The scientist say, “what disgusts us may 
contaminate us or cause us to be ill.” 

People find different things disgusting 
whether it is dirty socks or a rotten apple. 
We all have our own definition of disgust it 
just depends on the person and how strong 
their stomachs are. 

Scientists have also done research on who 
is more sensitive to disgust, men or women. 
The results show that women were more 
sensitive to disgust, they also said that the 
older people get, the less they are disgusted. 

“Guys talk disgusting and about more 
gross things than girls,” said Kuck. 

According to Channel4.com, disgust is 
measured in different levels when it comes 
to different cultures, food being an example. 


“People do it for 
attention. They 
are influenced 
by others to do 
sick things.” 


-sophomore Jared Kuck 


Some cultures avoid eat- 
ing beef because it’s viewed as 
unclean. But to most Americans 
it isn’t bothersome at all. 

In the end, though, the 
majority of Bruins investigated 
said throw-up, dirty fingernails, 
not washing hands after using 
the restroom, and sneezing or 
coughing without covering your 
mouth was the most disgusting. 


WHAT GROSSES YOU OUT? 


Do you think it is 
disgusting when someone 
doesn’t flush the toilet or 
wash their hands? 


YES: 97 NOr3 


Do you find it disgusting 


Does it disgust you when 
people sniff their nose 
during class and won’t blow 
it? 


YES: 32 NO: 68 


Do people with poor 


when students make out in 
the hall? 


hygiene disgust you? 


YES: 85 NO: 15 
YES: 36 NO: 64 

Does it offend you when 
Are you offended when people tell dirty jokes? 
people burp/pass gas? 

YES:6 NO: 94 


YES: 76 NO: 24 -survey of 200 Bruins 


Left, What does he think he is doing? Sophomore 
Alan-Michael Smith sticks a piece of chewed gum 
underneath his desk, a common occcurrence at Northrop. 
Right, He didn’t just do that, did he? Freshman Chase 
Neuenschwander skips washing hands after the restroom. 
Above right, And yet another Bruin stands up to the 
challenge as sophomore Tyler Spillers licks the bottom of his 
shoe for a little attention, and a dollar. 


NICK STIEBER 


hat would you do for a dollar? The 
Wes question proposed only to 
those daring enough to answer it. 
Some of the students in third lunch were 
man enough (and woman enough) to go 
through with the disgusting things that they 
were bet to do. 

Against all good morals and any personal 
objections and reservations I had, I continued 
on with my assignment to find five people to do 
one of five grotesque bets, each for only a dollar. 

When talking about getting volunteers to 
participate in this story, all had our doubts 
about whether we could even find anybody to 
do these things for only a buck. I was shocked 
at how easy it was to find people. 

The first person I asked in my rounds, 
around the tables in the commons, jumped on 
the bet right away. 

After reading off his five options, sophomore 
Tyler Spillers chose to lick the bottom of his 
shoe. 

With one down and four more to go, two 
more brave young volunteers took the initiative 
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YUCKS FOR BUCKS 


to rise to the challenge. 

Sophomore Brittany Edwards licked a used 
fork and sophomore Danielle Jackson licked the 
floor in the commons. 

“It tasted like gum,” said Jackson. 

Speaking of gum, freshman Justin Thomalso 
took on our fourth bet and chewed our photog- 
rapher’s gum, (sophomore Krysten Federspiel) 
that she had been chewing during the entire 
process of finding people. 

For our last bet, it was a little harder to come 
by a person willing to pick their nose in front of 
the entire commons. 

Many people chickened out, but fortunately 
for us, we found someone who will do anything 
for a dollar: senior Blake Hull. 

Apparently you can put a price on humility 
and in some situations, George Washington on a 
crisp dollar bill is that price. 

On an endnote, Hull just wants to clarify the 
aftermath of his nostril gold-mining. 

“T did not eat that,” he said. 
Sure you didn’t, Blake. 
Sure you didn’t. 
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Grease 


Fixing up cars since for years 
now, junior Javier Morales has 
no trouble dealing with the 
dirty and grease of his job “We get into a lot of 
Ray grease that takes a 


(): a black asphalt lot, surrounded by a security wh | | e to 6 et O UG d nd 


gate, sat a small beige trailer. sometimes it doesn’t 


All you could see were his feet and the sound of 
oil hitting a pie pan as it slowly trickled out. Out he came come out at a | wv 
from under the car covered in oil. : 

One Northrop student knows this place all to well. 

Junior Javier Morales was employed 10 months ago 
by Ultimate Auto Deals, located at 401 W. Superior St., 
as a sales agent. He also helps cleanout cars, change oil, 
rebuild transmission and other things that need to be 
fixed on the car. 

Working on cars is nothing new to Morales. He has 
been working on them since he was a small child. 

Morales found this job by pure accident. 

“T was looking at a car that they (Ultimate Auto Deals) 
were selling. After I bought it, I asked him if he needed 
any help. He was new to the area, so it helped him a lot. 
I’ve been here ever since,” said Morales. 

Most cars purchased by Ultimate Auto Deals aren’t 
always ready to be sold immediately. 

“Some of the cars we get have a strong cigarette 
smoke smell to them and we have to get that smell out,” 
said Morales. 

Grease stains in some of Morales’s shirts were so 
hard to get out that he ended up just throwing away the 
shirts. 

“We have to mess with a lot of liquids and grease. We 
get into a lot of grease that takes awhile to get out and 
sometimes it doesn’t come out at all,” said Morales. 

Besides getting dirty, Morales also has to clean up 
nasty messes left by the car’s previous owner. One car 
the dealership purchased was never cleaned out in the 
years the owner owned it. 

“The inside of the car smelled like cigarettes, cat and 
dog. There were cigarette ashes and butts everywhere. 

It took me three days to completely clean it out, “ said 
Morales. 
Even though his job is dirty and gross at times, it isn’t 


-junior Javier Morales 


The dirt, grease 


all that bad. and grime on hands 
“I get to do what I enjoy doing. I get to interact with (top) and face is 

people and it’s not a tough job to do,” said Morales. just part of the job 
When he gets older, Morales hopes his time working iy for junior Javier 


at Ultimate Auto Deals teaches him the trades of operat- ' ss : Morales WhO Naik 
ing a successful business. . | ¢ bis othe se, 

“I have always had a mechanical interest. Maybe Street Downton 
someday I'll open up my own dealership,” said Morales. 
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PHOTOS BY ARIEL CASE 
AND SARAH LEAVELL 


SCOOPED eee 


Stepping in dog poop least of 
senior Ellie Carolus’ problems 
working for a local dog kennel 


et your pooper-scoopers ready 
because we are getting down and 
dirty with the dogs. 

Senior Ellie Carolus is one girl that’s 
not afraid to get a little dirty at work. 

If cleaning dog kennels along with 
dog poop, walking and feeding dogs 
sounds fun, this job just might be for you. 

Dressed in sneakers, a t-shirt and 
jeans, Carolus, age 17, gets ready for her 
day at work to start. 

On weekends her usual day con- 
sists of, first cleaning out all the kennels 
with a hose, feeding the dogs, cleaning 
out the kennels with a shovel and mop, 
walking the dogs, then doing any 
other needed clean ups. 

On weekdays she does the same 
thing, but she also has to clean out 
the grooming cages full of hair and 
sometimes poop. 

“People don’t realize that it’s 
more than cleaning up dog poop,” 
said Carolus. 

Gross things happen to Caro- 
lus daily on the job at the Dupont 
Animal Care Center. She’s been 
working there since October. 

“The grossest thing that ever 
happened to me was probably hav- 
ing to clean up dog vomit,” she 
said. 

Sometimes while she is at work something might happen to add a little excite- 
ment, or in this case embarrassment. 

“Early one a Saturday morning I was cleaning out one of the dog kennels with 
a mop and I slipped and fell,” said Carolus referring to this as one of her most 
embarrassing moments. 

Being fairly new to her job, she said her boss walked up a few minutes later 
and saw that she had fallen and commented that she should be careful. 

“T was trying to act like I knew what I was doing, but instead I was falling all 
over the place,” said Carolus. 

Even though this wasn’t her first choice job, it was one that was willing to hire 
her and a friend had recommended the job. 

Although she experiences some embarrassing moments while working, she 
has also had a few extremely gross experiences. Dogs peeing on her arm and 
having to clean up dog vomit are examples of what Carolus encounters at work. 

Carolus says that her job is pretty easy and was “kind of confusing at first.” 

When telling people where she works most people respond with, “Oh...do 
you like scooping poop all day?” 

On the job Carolus moves with a fast-pace. She knows exactly what she is do- 
ing, and when it comes time for the “grossest part of the job,” or scooping of the 
poop, Carolus handles it well. 

Carolus says that cleaning out the poop buckets is by far the grossest part of 
the whole job. 

This former dog owner doesn’t think that she will stay with this job forever, 
and that she is aiming to go to Purdue and major in Liberal Arts. 
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Curtis to her first state dive 
meet, finishes 23rd overall 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


Waking up Saturday, Jan. 4, at 
6:45 a.m, freshman Jamie Curtis 
headed to Indianapolis for the 
state diving meet. Curtis was 
the only Northrop girl diver to 
advance onto state. 

Swimming since she was 6 
years old, Curtis said she be- 
came interested in diving when 
she would go to the pool in the 
summer and watch the divers. 

Parents, friends and her coach 
cheered Curtis on by attending 
the state meet to watch her dive. 
Curtis finished the competition 
23rd overall. 

WB? How did you feel when 
you found out you made it to 
state? 

JC: I was really excited, it was 


my goal all year. 

WB? Did you do anything 
extra to prepare? 

JC: Ijust practiced a lot. We 
have swim practice everyday. 
WB? If there was one thing 
you could change about the 
meet what would it be? 

JC: The order of my diving 
list, all my bad dives were 
first and my good dives were 
last, so the outcome was dif- 
ferent. 

WB? Was there anyone in 
particular that played a role 
in helping you make it to 
state? 

JC: My coach, she had been 
trying to help me make it to 
state all year. 


Making a splash: Freshman Jamie Curtis was the only one to 


advance to state from the Northrop swim and dive team. At her 
first state meet, she placed 23rd. “My coach has been trying to 
help me make it to state all year,” said Curtis, here performing 


her main state dive, a back flip, 1 1/2 twist off the low dive. 
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Semistate qualifer Barrett 
finishes season with 33-6 record 


NICK EHLERDING 


unior Ricky Barrett finished 

his season with a 33-6 record. 

Throughout his three years at 

Northrop, he had 61 career 
wins and was a three-time letter 
winner. He also led the team in 
pins with 22. 

Barrett won SAC, was second 
in sectionals, second in regionals 
and was a semistate qualifier. 
WB? How did you do at 
semi-state? 

RB: I won my first match, then 
lost in the second match to the 
first ranked wrestler in the state 
and lost by four points. 

WB? How did you prepare for 
semi-state? 

RB: I did hard drills and 
practices by my coaches. 

WB? Is there anything you 
could’ve done better 
throughout the season? 

RB: I think I had a pretty good 
season. I won SAC, so that’s a 


JESSICA PONTIUS 


good accomplishment. 
WB? How did it feel to win 


SAC and go to semi-state? 

RB: When I won SAC, it was a 
minimum goal. I told myself I 
wanted to get to semi-state, so 
when I did that, I wanted to go 
further. 


125-pound junior Ricky Barrett 
won SAC and was a semistate 
qualifer. He also led the team in 
total pins. 


Petridis leading gymnastics as 
top finisher and co-captain 


KAYTELYN STAYTON 


unior Dina Petridis is co- 
captain this year along with 
junior Megan Orendorff as 
they lead the gymnastics 
team with a record of 5-3. 
“Dina and Megan have a 


Junior standout Dina Petridis is 
a top leader for the gymnastics 
team, especially in uneven bars. 
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lot of ideas and it was an easy 

decision to make them captains,” 

said head coach Kim Coak. 
Petridis leads the team as 

a top finisher. Last year Dina 

took fifth in state on the balance 

beam. 

WB? Who inspires you and 

why? 

DP: One of my old club team- 

mates. She always made me feel 

like I could do anything. 

WB? Do you have any plans for 

gymnastics after high school? 

DP: No, not at the moment. I’m 

looking more into pole-vault. 

WB? What's your favorite 

event? 

DP? Bars has always been my 

favorite since I was little, but I 

enjoy the beam a lot also. 

WB? What's interesting about 

you most don’t know? 

DP: I’m Greek! 100 percent. 

WB? How long have you been 

doing gymnastics? 

DP: Since I was 6 years old, so 

for 11 years! 


Reporter goes athlete for a 
day with boys’ basketball 


ACA’SHA TERNET 


truth I don’t remember the last time I 

participated in a school sport. 

But I decided to take on the challenge of 
practicing with the boys’ basketball team. 
Little did I know what I was getting into. 

All 1 could hear and see when I walked 
into the gym was basketballs flying every 
which way and joking among the players. 

At 2:55, head coach Greg Peden blew the 
whistle and the players ran around the gym 
at least five times bouncing a ball before they 
did stretches and warm-ups. 

There were a couple of stretches that I 
have never done, let alone heard of before. 

Peden announced to the boy’s that I was 
joining them for the day’s practice and to 


[« not athletic in any way, to tell you the 


help me if I needed it. From that moment 
on, they were welcoming and treated me 


like one of the players. 


“Alright, lets break up into groups. Big 
guys on that end of the court and small 
guys on the other end,” yelled Peden. Off 
to the small guys side I went. 

Drill after drill, after drill, was all we 
did for the first part of the practice. But 
one drill became my favorite, the charge 


drill. 


This drill is not for someone that 
doesn’t like pain, bruises or dirt on their 
shirt from the gym floor. 

Here’s how the drill works. One of the 
coaches rolls a ball in front of a player, the 
player then slides on the floor towards 


Athlete for a day: 


rills, © 
_ Ternet had to stop, 
_ leaving with a bruise — 
and a throbbing wrist. 


AZIM VEGNVSSY. 


the ball and hits 
it. They then 

run towards the 
hoop as another 
teammate runs 
towards them 
with a ball. They 
run into the other 
player, knock- 
ing them down. 
This drill is used 
to toughen up 
players. I think it 
works. 

Against the 
advise of a 
couple of play- 
ers, I decided to 
do the drill. Two 
tries, a bruise on 
my thigh and a 
throbbing wrist 
later, | completed 
the drill. 

The first 
attempt failed 
because one of 
the players was 
afraid of hurting 
me. 

A lot of things 
were learned. It 
takes more than 
just being physi- 
cally in shape to 
play basketball. 
You also need 
to be mentally 
prepared for 
anything. 
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Cheerleading: Sport 
or not a sport? 


ports, in one recent dictionary, is de- 
Gin as: an athletic activity requiring skill 

or physical prowess and often of a competi- 
tive nature. 

When someone says sports, the first 
things that come to mind are football, basket- 
ball, baseball, etc... it’s usually not cheer- 
leading. 

Not to degrade what these athletic sup- 
porters do, but in many minds including my 
own, cheerleading is not considered a sport. 

Sure they have to have some strength to 
hold up one of their 
own, or toss them 
up in the air, but it’s 
not all that hard. 
Remembering their 
chant and their stiff 
arm movements that 
go along with their 
broken up words 
can’t be too difficult. 

Granted I’m not 
on the team and | 
have never partici- 
pated in a cheerlead- 
ing activity beyond 
the stands. I can’t do the splits, but I can hold 
someone up and yell loud while moving my 
arms. 

I recently observed a cheerleading prac- 
tice. For the most part they worked on their 
backhand-springs and other moves. I didn’t 
hear one cheer or see them go through one 
routine. 

During practice they basically stood 
around and gossiped, or spotted each other 
as they worked on their backhand- springs, 
and standing tucks. The workload didn’t 
seem to be very strenuous. The coaches were 
even having private meetings with the mem- 
bers while the practice was in progress. They 
didn’t wait until the end and didn’t yell at 
the girls who were standing around. 

There were some who were really work- 
ing hard, and began working on their moves 
while trying to get the others to do their 
tosses. For the most part the only athletic 
training they did was run a lap around the 
big gym and then walk another lap after- 
wards. 

Overall my opinion didn’t change. I still 
don’t think it’s a sport, but I do have a little 
more respect for them. They do support the 
teams here at Northrop and work hard on 
their tosses. 

They are great spirit lifters and are im- 
portant to the game day routines, but in my 
mind and still in some of the other students 
and teachers cheerleading is still not a sport. 
They are the supporters of the high school 
athletic world. 


Lines 
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Knudson 2005 Central 
Coach Of The Year 


Ex-girls’ track and field coach, Tom 
Knudson, was recently named 2005 Central 
Section Coach Of The Year. 

“I was surprised. I felt very humbled and 
proud,” said Knudson. 
With 22 years of 

coaching under his 
belt, seven of them 
here at Northrop, 
Knudson has won 
multiple awards 
including the National 
Coach of the Year by 
the High School Sports 
Association in ’03, six 
time coach of the year 
by IATCCC and two 
time winner of Coach 
of the Year by ICGSA. 

“Tt puts me ina 
category with coaches 
that have done great 
things,” said Knudson. 

Knudson will be 
joining others at a 
national conference, for a chance to become 
the national coach of the year. 
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Tom Knudson, 
ex-head coach of 
girls’ track and 
fleld, was recently 
voted 2005 
coach of the year. 
He retired after 
leading Northrop 
to its sixth 
Straight state win. 


Gymnastics moving 
closer to state; now 5-4 


With only four duel meets left in the 
season, sectionals and state are rapidly ap- 
proaching for the Bruin gymnists. 

Although losing to Snider in its most 
recent meet the team is still holding down a 
record of 5-4. 

“All their hard work is paying off and 
they are starting to see improvements in 
their routines,” said assistant coach Christine 
Binns. 

Its next meet is at Dwenger on Feb. 20. 


Chaney to state for 
boys’ swim and dive 


Sophomore Curtis Chaney was the lone 
member of the boys’ swim and dive team to 
advance past sectionals and head to state, 
held at the IUPUI Natatorium in Indianapo- 
lis. 

Heading into the meet, he was seeded 
fifth in the 100-meter freestyle and eighth in 
the 200-meter freestyle, his main events. 

“This year’s team is doing much better 
with two season records broken by sopho- 
more Curtis Chaney,” added junior team- 
mate Adam Garland. 
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Boys’ basketball led 
by Rahrer’s 29 points 


The boys’ basketball team is coming to 
the end of its season with a 3-14 record. 

In the game against Harding, junior 
Brett Rahrer scored 29 points, a career 
high for him. 

“We're looking to win our next three 
games, and get some momentum go- 
ing into sectionals,” said junior Chris 
Reichert. 

The Bruins’ upcoming games are on 
Feb. 21 at home against Homestead and 
Senior Night on Feb. 24 against Leo. 

“We want to go into sectionals with a 
win over Harding and Homestead and 
pull some upsets in sectionals,” said 
sophomore Dan Beer. 


Hockey wins over 
first-ranked Snider 


Northrop’s hockey team lost against 
Northside on Feb. 1. The final score of the 


game was 1-3. 
But, the Bruins stormed back in its 
next scheduled game against first-ranked 


Snider, and won 4-3. 

“We're improving more and more each 
game,” said senior captain Adam Logue. 

In the recent South Bend Classic, 
the hockey team won three out of four 
games. 

The team’s main goal this season is to 
have a repeat of last year’s win of state 
title. 

“That’s our goal and that’s the way it’s 


Girls’ swim and dive 
finishes season 10-5 


The girls’ swim and dive team closed 
off its season with an overall record of 10- 
5. 

“The girls’ team made a big jump in 
numbers and ability this year with several 
strong freshmen joining the team,” said 
head coach Lisa Ketcham. 

Among the strong freshmen was Jamie 
Curtis. She was the only girl for Northrop 
to advance to state for diving. Curtis fin- 
ished 23rd in her first state competition. 

Ketcham was pleased with the team’s 
success all around. “We are very im- 
pressed with the work ethics of all the 
girls and their desire for improvement. 
The season was a success for us,” said 
Ketcham. 
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Girls’ basketball 
closes season 10-12 


Girls’ basketball ended its season 
10-12 losing the last game in sectionals to 
Homestead. 

“We didn’t play defense very well. 
We (also) didn’t rebound very well,” said 
coach Greg Rahrer.’ 

The Homestead game marked the 
end of senior Faith Sherrill’s career at 
Northrop, she will not play in college. 

Sherrill will be running track and field 
for Indiana University’s team on a full 
scholarship next fall. 

The top players this year included 
Sherrill, juniors Kiera Gray and Kathryn 
Ngwenya and freshman Simone Swary. 

“I want everybody (on the team) back 
for spring and summer and to get a few 
more wins,” said Rahrer. 


Boys’ bowling 
sectional champs; 
girls finish 1,857 


The boys’ bowling team won section- 
als and the girls’ finished eighth with a 
score of 1857. The boys’ also advanced to 
regionals. 

“Overall we had a good year. We came 
together at the right time,” said bowling 
coach Rick Flaugh. 

During regionals, the boys’ were elimi- 
nated. However, individual bowler Cassy 
Haag advanced to the next level. 

Seniors Josh Howard and Jessie Mere- 
dith led the boys’ team, while sophomore 
Ana Martinez, and Haag lead the girls. 

“I’m happy they brought effort. I 
enjoyed being around them,” said 
Flaugh. 


Wrestling finishes 
season; Barrett to 
semistate 


The wrestling season came to a close 
at the Coliseum on Saturday, Feb. 11. 

One wrestler, 125-pound junior Ricky 
Barrett, went to semistate where he lost 
8-2 to a wrestler from Yorktown. 

Barrett’s overall score for the season 
was 33-6. Other top wrestler’s were 
seniors Darryl McKinney and Rudy Le- 
chuga. 

“Thad a better time coaching and I feel 
the guys worked harder than the years 
before,” said head coach Andrew Shipe. 


Nickelback brings too much pyro, but good show to Coliseum 


oors opened at 6 p.m. and for ar- 
1) riving around 6:30 p.m., the floor 

was already half full and packing 
in more. The fans had to sit on the floor, 
and those lucky fans that arrived early even 
claimed a spot by the barricade. 

Right as 7:30 p.m. hit, the opening band, 
Default, took the stage. They were alright. 
The lead singer had a great voice but it both- 
ered me that he never let go of his micro- 
phone stand. It was his best friend through- 
out the whole set. 

They played singles “Count On Me,” 
“Take My Life Away” and also their next 
single “It Only Hurts.” 

As Default’s set went on, the band got 
more into it. By the end of the set, the whole 
floor was full. 

Then the next band, Trapt came on. While 
the band was performing, I kept wonder- 
ing where their amplifiers were. I still never 
figured it out. 

I didn’t really like Trapt. The lead singer 
seemed like a big meathead. He reminded 
me of Gaston from Beauty and the Beast. He 
had really bad stage presence and it was 
even humorous. 

About 20 minutes after Trapt was done, 
Nickelback came out. The stage set up 
wasn’t very original. It only had three TV 
screens hanging over the stage. 

The band used a lot of pyro techniques 
during its set. It started to get annoying. But 
it wasn’t interesting to find out that their 
pyro specialist used to work with Pantera. 

Nickelback played some of their hit 


singles such as “Photograph,” “How You 
Remind Me,” “Never Again” and “Too 
Bad.” 

During the song “Photograph,” a 
slideshow of pictures were on the middle 
screen of the stage. The pictures were of 
the band and friends. 

In the middle of the concert, the band 
stopped the music and had roadies shoot 
free t-shirts into the audience. 

A little bit later, the 
drummer’s drumset 
moved toward the 
crowd on the stage and 
drummer Daniel Adair 
did a solo. Adair was 
great on the drums and 
is it was one of the most 
yy i entertaining events 

during the concert. 


Check It Out 


3 i Lead singer Chad 
K h t- 
SARAH susacin, gorse 
LEAVELL A 


is one of the reasons 
Nickelback is such a 
good band. 

They aren’t really my type of music, 
but Nickelback did put on a good show. 

One thing that amazed me about the 
concert was how about half of the crowd 
had to have been over 30 years old. Nickel 
back seems to aim for fans of all ages and 
f you like mainstream rock or bands such 
as Puddle of Mud or Godsmack, Nickel- 
back just might be meant for you. B 


Check This Out 


Other winter/spring concerts 


Motley Crue 


Martina McBride 


| Fall Out Boy 


Reli ne A 


Aerosmith 


Hawthorne Heights 
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Mainstream rock albums, 
as of Feb. 14 


Nickelback, 
@ Animals 


Avenged Sevenfold, 
Bat Country 


10 Years, Wasteland 


Shinedown, Save Me 


Korn, Twisted Transister 


System Of A Down, 
Hypnotize 


Hinder, Get Stoned 


Disturbed, Stricken 


Seether, Truth 


1 0. Staind, Falling 


-source: billboard.com 
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nd the 


nominees are... 


Best Picture movie 


nominees reviewed for 
Oscars on March 5 


Munich 


TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


hen I first read that this was a 
Steven Spielberg film, I thought 
for sure it would be good. Boy 


was I wrong. 

Munich is about the 1972 Olympics 
where 11 Israelis’ are murdered by a group 
of Palestinian terrorist called Black Septem- 
ber. 

I didn’t care for this movie much be- 
cause it was so predictable. You could call 
it every time someone was going to get 
shot or blown up. 

This movie wasn’t one for the teenage 
population, unless you are familiar with 
the whole event, and really like predictable 
movies and the history aspect. C 


COURTESY OF ENTERTAINMENT 


Good Night, and Good Luck 


ARIEL CASE 


nly two minutes into the film, I was ready to leave. A black and white 
movie about Communism didn’t interest me that much. 

The title of the move, Good Night, and Good Luck (directed by George 
Clooney) reflects CBS newsman Edward R. Murrow’s (David Strathairn) sign- 
off. In the early 1950’s, the threat of Communist created a state of fear in the 
United States. Murrow was determined to report the facts and enlighten the 
public of Senator Joseph McCarthy’s lies and tactics during his communist 
“witch-hunts.” 

At one point during the movie, I even thought all of the actors and actresses 
were going to die from lung cancer because they were smoking so much. 
The movie was quite boring and uneventful, enough to make me struggle to 


Capote 


ARIEL CASE 


Brokeback Mountain 


TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


ik weren't gay to begin with. They weren’t even 


ome movies thrive on talented performances 
from an ensemble cast, but Capote directed by 
Bennett Miller did not. 

The ability of the supporting actors was necessary 
for the movie to be fully effective. Phillip Seymour 
Hoffman’s flawless imitation of Truman Capote’s 
voice and mannerisms made the story come to life, 
even though it was at times very annoying. 

Capote worked as a writer for the New Yorker and 
began writing the novel “In Cold Blood” when he 
heard of the 1959 quadruple murder in Kansas that 
started up controversy. 

Capote’s obsessions with the murder becomes 
evident throughout the movie. 

The movie is eerie and psychologically compel- 
ling, describing Capote’s motives and conducts while 
writing. B- 


friends, but they were cowboys that got drunk and 
Ennis Del Mar (Heath Ledger) was cold. So this en- 
titled them to have sex. I don’t think so. 

This sex scene in the Brokeback Mountain wasn’t very 
believable. Needless to say I was quite disappointed in the 
way this scene turned out because this was the central focus 
of the movie. They could have been friends at least in the 
beginning, or had other homosexual relationships previous 
to this one. 

With all the disappointment aside, my favorite part 
was probably when four years had passed, they got back 
together and started making out in the stairway and Del 
Mar’s wife (Michelle Williams) caught them. It was pretty 
funny. 

Other than that, the only other highlights were seeing 
Ledger’s butt. C 
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" Good Night, . 
‘and Good. ~ 
buck? > 2 


. Brokeback a : 
_ Mountain 


Crash 


The winner for best picture is: Crash 


ARIEL CASE TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


t wasn’t meant to entertain us, it was created rash could quite possibly be the best movie I have seen this year. Not 
to teach us a lesson. only was it a good movie, it had a lot of the mainstream actors and 
Directed by Paul Haggis, Crash shows us a va- actresses such as Don Cheadle, Matt Dillion and Sandra Bullock. 

riety of racially and ethnically diverse stereotypes This movie was mainly about the racism in the world today. Not just 

that are linked by a car crash opening the film. against African Americans, but also against the Chinese and the Latin Ameri- 

The movie was a little confusing at first. It can populations, just to name a couple. 
seemed to have five stories happening at once My favorite part of the movie was when the locksmith gave his daughter 
that weren’t linked, but towards the end, it all his impenetrable cloak because she was still worried about a bullet that came 
came together into one big story. through her window at their old house. 

Starring Sandra Bullock, Don Cheadle, Matt I think this movie depicts the racism that people face in America and also 
Dillon, Jennifer Esposito, William Fitchner, Bren- how some people just assume that everyone is the same. Just because some- 
dan Fraser, Ryan Phillippe, and others, Crash is thing happened to you and the person responsible was of a different race, 
funny and unpredictable. A you shouldn’t stereotype everyone of that race. A 


s PICKS 


ARIEL S PICKS 
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With freedom comes great responsibility 


STAFF 


ast month, Carroll High 
School senior Jeff Fraser was 
permanently removed from 
Carroll, though not officialy expelled, 
for writing a degrading book about the 
school. 

Fraser’s book titled Carroll (The Book) 
was 14 pages of his opinion on Carroll 
teachers, students and school policies. 
The Journal Gazette also reported that 
the book was full of profanity and 
suggested untrue things about other 
students and Carrroll’s principal. 

Fraser will not be able to graduate 
with his classmates or friends, but he 
is being provided with home schooling 
and will receive his high school 
diploma. 

Some members of the What’s Bruin? 
staff feel that Fraser has received a fair 
punishment. He offended his whole 
school by crossing the line and saying 
negative things about his teachers, 
classmates and administrators. If they 
were the administrators, they would 


have chosen the very same punishment. 

While some said it was fair, others 
said it wasn’t fair at all. They feel Fraser 
had the freedom of speech and the right 
to express himself freely. He was just 
voicing what was on his mind. That is 
something a lot of us do, but we don’t 
cross the line like Fraser did. They 
would have chosen suspension or at 
least would have allowed him to walk 
with his classmates at graduation. 

This has brought to our attention that 
in some places our rights need to be put 
aside with responsibilities becoming a 
bigger priority. 

What’s Bruin? overall feels students 
all have the same rights. They have the 
freedom of speech, the right to receive 
an education and express themselves 
freely along with many others. 

These are all important rights that 
are used in everyday life. Students are 
allowed to talk to friends and can voice 
their opinions in class. They learn and 
receive an education from school, and 


ARIEL CASE 
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can express themselves by wearing what 
they want and voicing how they feel. 

The staff feels that some of the 
responsibilities as high school students 
include; coming to school on time, 
paying attention to receive an education, 
doing what is asked, and being 
respectful towards everyone, including 
administrators, teachers, and other 
students. 

The What’s Bruin? staff believes 
students have certain rights that may 
be limited by the administrators. That 
is when some actions cross the line. If 
students are disrespecting their school 
and fellow students then administrators 
should be allowed to step in. 

Students often overlook their 
responsibilities and use their rights 
as an excuse to get out of punishment 
received from poor decisions. 

The What's Bruin? staff feels that 
sometimes students need to put their 
responsibilities and the respect they 
have for the school before their rights. 


Peace 

throughout 
the world is 
impossible 


or hundreds of years, America has 
Pee a land of conflict. Our country 

has fought numerous wars that either 
increase our stature or protect our freedom 
and independence. 

Even though we constantly talk about 
peace, one of the only 
ways we have been able 
to obtain peace is through 
war. America is a great 
country. Nonetheless we 
do consistently participate 
in war and police actions. 
This makes me wonder if 
peace is possible or in this 
case important. 

Throughout the world, 
there is terror, destruction, 
and death going on in 
many countries around 
the world. 

According to a Feb. article reported by 
FoxNews.com, Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary 
of Defense, has stated that the terror threat 
for America may be greater than ever before, 
due to the availability of weapons. Even 
though our terrorist’s enemies are weakened 
and under pressure, they are still capable of 
global reach. 

Currently, Iran has been a major threat 
because they have threatened further 
inspections of nuclear weapons. Iran believes 
that they have the right to create a peaceful 
nuclear program. However, many American 
representatives are worried about nuclear 
capabilities in the hands of the Iranian 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Also, when it comes to the Saddam 
Hussein trial, the former Iraqi dictator 
wants President George Bush and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair tried on allegations of 
committing war crimes. The trial itself has 
been prolonged for months and has resulted 
in many deaths. Another problem is in 
conjunction with peace talks between Israel 
and the newly elected Hamas party in the 
Palestinian congress. 

The United States has been working ona 
“road map” for peace, as called by foxnews. 
com. Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud 
Abbas had been trying to negotiate a 
political partnership with Israel and its 
former leader Yasser Arafat. However, since 
his death, the political group called Hamas 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


Bush wiretapping a violation 


| ] nplug your phones and delete 
you email accounts, because the 
government could be spying on 
you. 

Towards the end of January, President 
Bush began to receive criticism about his 
authorization of the National Security 
Agency to issue secret, warrantless 
wiretaps on American phone calls and 
emails directed overseas. 

The legality of this practice is seriously 
being questioned by Civil Rights 
advocates, but as of now, this invasion 
of privacy is legal under the Patriot Act, 
which in itself is a questionable law with 
a shaky background. 

The entire process of deciding who 
is a terrorist and who is not, which the 
taps are completely based on, is not even 
clearly defined. 

All that we do know is that the people 
being tapped must have a connection to 
terrorism. 

I have just as much a connection to 
Osama Bin Laden as you a connection 
to Kevin Bacon. This leaves the real 
terrorists or those seen as being “potential 
terrorists” open to the discretion of those 
in power, who right now, are Republicans. 

This is dangerous to all people in 
America who are not the President. 

Because the classification of a terrorist 
is up to the President, it is his prerogative 
to define what the qualities of a terrorist 
are. 

In President Bush’s famous speech 
following the horrific events of Sept. 11, 
2001, Bush stood in front of a camera 
and declared: “You are either with us or 
against us.” 

Based on his present course of action, if 
he really wanted to, he could change that 
criterion to someone who is against him. 

Open season on liberals and anyone 
else who disagrees with him. 

This isn’t a matter of the President 
bending the rules a little. This also can 
be argued as a violation of the Fourth 


won a decisive victory, that not only gives 
their organization majority in their country, 
but a voice as well. However, Khaled 
Mashaal, the top Hamas leader, has told 
Abbas that he is also ready to partake in a 
political partnership. 

In the news, there has also been a great 
deal of coverage on the kidnappings 
occurring in Iraq. Two German engineers 
were abducted and appealed to the German 
government to work for their release. A 
similar incident occurred with an American 
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Amendment of the Constitution. 

This amendment is what protects, 
“The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures.” 

The amendment also specifically states 
that this right “shall not be violated, and 
no warrants issued, but upon probable 
Cause. 2” 

Unless President Bush and the NSA 
confused the “no warrants issued” part 
with not having to issue warrants, they 

are in a direct violation 


Common of the Constitution. 
Sense The argument for 
meee the taps is that they 


must exist to protect the 
American people, and I 
agree with that. But the 
fact is the President still 
needs a warrant to do 
what he is doing. 

Excusing this with 
the excuse of time 


NICK constraints is not 

STIEBER acceptable. A federal 
judge could easily be 
appointed to be on 
call 24/7, anytime a 


warrant is needed. 

It is the right and responsibility of the 
president as the head of the executive 
branch to protect the American people in 
times of war. 

He does not, however, have the right to 
violate the Fourth Amendment. 

No one has that right. 

I agree that we do need wiretaps to 
find terrorists before they attack us on 
our soil again, but the liberty of freedom 
we possess is not something to be taken 
lightly. 

Hundreds of thousands of young men 
have died for our freedom over the past 
230 years of this county’s existence. That 
should be honored and not trampled over 
for the sake of convenience. 


reporter for The Christian Science Monitor 
national newspaper. 

There has also been conflict within the 
United States, involving President Bush and 
the allegations of his approval for domestic 
spying on American citizens. 

Even though America has its problems, 
it still seems like a pretty great country to 
me. However, when dealing with the issue 
of peace I begin to think, not only, if we will 
ever have it, but whether our country can 
survive without it. 
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Is 

your 

most 
embarrassing 
moment? 


“My 
leather 
pants 
ripped 
at the 
lip sync 
contest 
when | 
did the 
Splits.” 


-senior 
lan Hunter 


“| once 
ran 

into a 
mailbox 
while 
running.” 


-sophomore 
Chris Eggert 


“| fell 
down 
about 
five 
Stairs at 
Jefferson 
Middle 
School.” 


-junior 
Tiffany Ford 


“| tripped 
on my 
pants at 
the theater 
in front of 


. this hot 
-freshman 


. | guy, and 
Bailee Price my purse 
fell and 


everything 
came out.” 


Sleep tight, don’t let the bedbugs bite 


CLINT SPAHR 


hey crawl into your home unexpected, 
they sneak into your room, and then 
I they take a bite and get a taste for your 
blood. No, they aren’t vampires, they’re 
bedbugs and they’ re back. 

For years the old saying “sleep tight, don’t 
let the bedbugs bite,” had lost it’s meaning, 
usually being said as parents tucked their 
children into bed. Well now all across 
America, predominantly New York City, the 
parasites have returned with a vengeance. 

The world seems to have experienced 
many hardships in the past few years, 
tsunamis, hurricanes, terrorism, but 
bedbugs? It seems that whoever’s in charge 
is trying to find ways to “try men’s souls.” 

Not only are they just popping up, but 
they’re doing so everywhere. New Jersey, 
Los Angeles, it doesn’t matter. Every threat 
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down in America saying the next big 
problem would be new terrorists or small 
pox, and then we’re hit with the biggest 
curve ball of the century! 

What do we blame for the resurgence of 
these wicked pests? According to an article 
on CBSnews.com, many exterminators are 
blaming increased global travel and banning 
of several potent pesticides. 

So how do we protect ourselves from this 
unexpected threat? Keep the lights on, these 
buggers are like roaches in that they avoid 
light, keeping in cracks and crevices until 
night falls and they can feed. Also, don’t 
expect to see them; very few people who 
have the problem ever see the source. 

Before calling the exterminator you'll need 
to thoroughly vacuum your carpets and 
remove and dry-clean your clothing and 
furniture. 

Other preventative measures are being 
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taken mainly in the apparent hotbed for the 
critters, are new laws involving furniture 
restoration. These laws include a task force 
being formed to take care of the growing 
problem, as well as ban the sale of all 
reconditioned mattresses. 

Another preventative measure is to stock 
up and seal off all entrances to your home, 
keeping your family alive on surplus canned 
goods until this problem blows over. 

However for those of us who have 
mortgages to pay off, try to limit physical 
contact with people and animals that you 
aren’t familiar with. Also stay away from 
furniture stores, they're breeding grounds if 
ever there were such things. 

If you start showing welts, begin cleaning 
your house, and then call the exterminator. 

In the end just remember, preemptive 
measures never hurt anyone, vacuum often 
and make sure all your clothes stay clean. 


Do sex offenders 
deserve a 


KEVIN BARESIC 


Il sex 

offenders 

deserve 
to be punished 
by law. But they 
shouldn’t have 
to reveal to the 
public with what 
they have done in 
the past. 

As a result of 
Megan’s law, all 
sex offenders are 
forced to register 
to an online 
website in their 
area for the public 
to recognize 
potential sexual 
threats. 

Obviously, 
this is a step to 
protecting people 
from sexual 
offenders, but 
nobody cares 
about the rights 
and feelings of the 
sexual offenders. 

If people are 
so worried about 
their safety, then there should be a website that can locate any past 
burglars in their state. 

Lawmakers need to ask themselves what is fair for everyone. 

Although sexual assault victims will earn some justice from the 
website, the rights of the offenders are taken away by not giving 
them the right to choose whether or not they think the site is fair. 

I strongly believe that each and every individual has the right to a 
second chance. 

Sexual predators have committed crimes, but they are punished 
enough by the law. 

By putting men and women on this website they are just being 
thrown out into the public, whereas the burglar gets some prison 
time or a fine. 

Also, the criteria for people who have to register for this website 
is way too broad. 

Basically, if someone has committed any type of sexual offense 
they have to register, no matter how severe the offense. 

I’m pretty sure that nobody is worried if one of their neighbors 
has ever gone streaking before (this actually is a sexual offense). 

Compromising would be way too difficult. People who are for 
the website won’t want to change the site because it makes them 
feel safe. 

If parents would do a better job of teaching their kids to stay 
away from strangers this wouldn’t be a problem. 

Justice will never be served for both sides. 

As Benjamin Franklin once said: “Justice will not be served until 
those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are.” 
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second chance? 


NICK EHLERDING 


magine 
finding out 
that your 


next-door 
neighbor was 
a registered 
sex offender. In 
the city of Fort 
Wayne, there 
is a total of 
132 registered 
sex offenders. 
Twenty-five sex 
offenders alone 
live and work 
within a 2-mile 
radius of the 
school’s property. 
A sex 
offender doesn’t 
deserve another 
chance. If 
someone betrays 
society, by raping 
someone or 
committing any 
other sex crime, 
they do not 
deserve another 
chance to live 
among society. 

It is hard to believe that everyone would feel fine about a sex 
offender living and working in their community, especially if that 
person have been a child molester time and time again. 

A person that commits such crimes deserves to rot in prison for 
what they have done. Someone like that also deserves to be treated 
the same way they have treated others. 

When a sex offender is in prison, they are among people that 
have children, made a mistake in life, and now want to go and be 
with them again. For those guys that see someone that could have 
molested their child, they will not get treated very nicely while 
in prison. They deserve to be treated horribly. Doing that to an 
innocent child, is the lowest of lows. 

People today don’t realize how to give respect to another person. 
They have their rights, so let them keep their rights. 

Someone who is a sex offender is not able to live among society 
with the rest of the world, due to what they have already done 
while committing a crime. Personally, someone should be locked 
up for a sex crime, but our judicial system thinks differently. 

Would you want someone who has molested a child to be your 
kids’ kindergarten teacher? To most parents, that would make 
them uncomfortable. 

If someone has done something once, they have the chance to 
change, but most likely, they will do it again. That is why they don’t 
deserve another chance. 

Someone who has committed a sex crime, shouldn’t deserve 
another chance in every day life. They are too dangerous as sexual 
predators and do not deserve to live among society. 


SHELBY VORNDRAN 
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MTV's #1 www.springbreak2.com 
Hot popical Beaches of Florida 


"SPRING BREAK 
ule OF THE WORLD 
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ALL NEW FOR 2006 


1- Wi ~ Fi Internet Hookup for our guest rooms, and in our restaurant and on our luxurious pool deck. 
2- Hi-Tech suites featuring 52” TV’s with surround sound. 
3 - All new fully renovated Deluxe Rooms and 2 - 3 Room Suites. 


BRING YOUR FRIENDS - RECEIVE FREE SPRING BREAK TRIP 


ee 807-257-5431 
gases — ~ &—8 Night 


Spring Break 
Room Packages 
* 


er 
Brien 


*Surcharge during spring break peak weeks. 
Minimum required. 


Deluxe Rooms ¢ Ctudio Apartment 
Jacuzzi Suite with Oceanfront Patio 
Efficiency * Deluxe Suite Sleeps to 12 
Jacuzzi Room with Private Baleony 
Oceanfront Pooldeck Suite * High-Tech Room 


TOLL FREE 1-877-257-5431 
WWW.SPRINGBREAK2.COM 


email di90OQ0@desertinnresort.com 


eee 
900 N. "Attaniic Ave. 
Daytona Beach, FL 3218 


Limited fie Offer 


“TWO WEEKS, 
UNLIMITED TANNING” 


$ 2 5 (Only $1.78/per session) 


T GREAT FOR UPCOMING VACATIONS, PROMS, FORMALS, ETC. 7 


PLUS 
“UNLIMITED MONTHLY TANNING” 


$188 per montk 
No contracts »! 


Cancel or freeze anytime at no charge 


Redeem this coupon for 
FREE first time tan! 


Sc FIRST TANNING VISIT 


TANNING CENTERS 


Mon-Thurs 8-9 Friday 8-8 Saturday 8-5 Sunday 10-5 
1533 W. Dupont Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN (Northbrook Village-corner of Dupont & Lima Roads) 


490-7775 


¢ No Appointment Necessary 
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HIGH QUALITY HOT TANNING BULBS IN ALL BEDS! 


ans 
Speen gane 


BesigeGid 
sO 


Sitar 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 


MARCH 2006 


éNinud S.LVHM 


Cc: 
= 
— 
[2-4 
[=] 
me 
= 
<x 
<= 
= 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCH 2006 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School 


WE publish monthly September-May 
-- usually mid to last half of the month 


UPON publication, What’s Bruin? will be 
set in marked blue tubs in the commons 
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WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 
weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 

National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 
and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 


WB & 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCH 2006 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


Learn Te § 
Lesson 


NEWS Junior Jada Zieg wins jazz state 


bee nahi senior Maree Deventer 
qualifies for debate nationals 


NS Faculty Battle of the Bulge 
weight- -loss contest--Month 2 update 


Bruins come out of comfort zones with a 
new makeover © 


> Hockey wins state for third 
time in four years, two ina row 


EMI! What's hot and what’s not in 
this year’s new spring fashion lines 


'y. Pro/Con: Should ISTEP testing 
be moved to thespring? 


“My sister threw my IU hat out onto 
the ice after | got the hat trick.” 


Hats off for senior Adam Logue: The hockey 
team repeated its state championship for 

the third time in four years with the help of 
Logue’s hat trick (three goals in one game). 


-senior Adam Logue 
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Zieg dances way to state fourth 


But beats defending state solo champ in February 


KATELYN STAYTON 


unior Jada Zieg, at the earlier Feb. 

18 Homestead dance invitational, 

defeated the defending state solo 

champ with her jazz dance to 
“Heart Burn” by Alicia Keys. 

“I was excited that I won, but the 
judging is so inconsistent. You can 
earn first one time and get last place 
another time,” said Zieg. 

She has been dancing since she was 
3 years old and her favorite type of 
dance is hip-hop. Zieg now performs 
seven different types of dances at 
Tiffany and Co. Dance Studio and has 
been going there for five to six years. 

“I go to Tiffany’s and we practice 
more jazz. In poms at Northrop 
we practice a lot of formation and 
technique,” she said. 

She wants to be a professional 
dancer when she gets older. She also 
has considered being in music videos. 

“T think Tiffany’s is the best dance 
studio to go to in Ft. Wayne. They have 
the best teachers and also the best 
dancers,” said Zieg. 

Zieg has the opportunity to go to 
L.A. for 2 weeks for a scholarship she 
won in Indianapolis. The trip will be 
from June 22 to July 6. 

“It has unlimited classes that you 
can take for two whole weeks, and I'll 
probably pick most hip-hop courses,” 
said Zieg. 

She also wants to go to the 
Broadway Dance Center over the 
summer. 

Zieg recently placed fourth out of 
16 at the state competition which was 
held at Lawerence North High School 
in Indianapolis. 

“I was so happy and proud of 
myself. My goal was to get eighth 
place,” she said. 

Although she met her goal, she still 
wishes she could've beaten the third 


“I was so happy and 


winner because she beat that same 
dancer two weeks ago. 

“Dancers who placed top seven 
at state all got 90 some points, so it 
was a really close competition,” she 
said. 

Zieg dances Monday through 
Thursdays and every Saturday. On 
Mondays and Tuesdays she dances 
for three and a half to four hours. 
On Wednesday she practices for 
5 hours, Thursday only for about 
an hour to an hour and a half and 
Saturday for about three and a half 
hours. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays would 
be the only days Zieg has practice 
for poms, the rest of the days are at 
Tiffany’s. 

“In my spare time I do my 
homework, eat and sleep. I usually 
don’t dance then,” said Zieg. 

“My mom tried to get me in 
sports when I was little. It was my 
aunt who really got me into dance,” 
she said. 

She also has been doing ballet for 
seven to eight years, “It has really 
improved my technique.” 

During the week of March 10 
to 12 there was a competition in 
Indianapolis at Beech Grove High 
School called the Hall of Fame. Zieg 
performed two solos, one jazz solo 
and a hip-hop solo to a mix of Missy 
Elliot songs. 

“I’m super excited because if I 
get high enough scores, my solo 
could be posted on the internet as 
part of the “Hall of Fame,” she said. 

She got first place on both of her 
solos at Beech Grove for Tiffany’s 
and got high gold metals for her 
dances to Alicia Keys and Missy 
Elliot. 

Her next competition is on 
March 25 at Hollywood Vibe, for 
Tiffany’s Dance Studio. 


proud of myself.” 


-junior Jada Zieg 
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Deventer qualifies for debate nationals 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


his year the speech team is sending a 
[isso to Dallas, Texas for nationals. 
Senior Maree Deventer qualified in 
debate for nationals by winning congress 
at the Snider Invitational. In order to be a 
qualifier to go to nationals the student must 
place first or second in their event. 

Deventer has a chance to double qualify 
in foreign extemp, however if she does make 
it in foreign extemp she will choose the event 
that she wants to compete in at nationals. 

“Tt was relieving to finally make it after 
four years and this being my senior year. It’s 
a relief,” said Deventer. 

Also having a chance to go to Dallas 
is junior Chelsi Ewing. She placed as an 
alternate, so if one of the two members 
that are suppose to go can’t, she will 
automatically take their place. 

Deventer has been a member of the 
speech team for four years. She also 
is Northrop’s speech Sterling Sentinel 
nominee. 

“Congress is going to help me in my future. 
I want to be in animal agribusiness. That’s 
what I’m majoring in at Purdue. I’m also 
going to try to work for the USDA. Politics is 
in my future. It’s a disease, I can’t get rid of 
it,” said Deventer. 


Congress is the only event that has 
competed for national level so far. 

“T think a number of students are capable. 
I have no control on who goes, but Ihave a 
feeling a good number of them will go,” said 
head coach Laura Archbold. 

Deventer will be traveling to Dallas in 
May, so she will have 4 months to prepare 
for her competition. 

“T have to stay up to date on everything 
and get help from a past qualifier. I’ll be 
going to former Northrop graduate Kyle 
Ellis for help since he went last year in 
congress,” said Deventer. 

If Deventer is the only one going to Dallas 
Archbold will be going with her. However, if 
there are more students that qualify assistant 
coach Walt Cook will also go. 

“I’ve known Maree for 4 years. I feel 
that her going is just. She’s deserved it for 
the last three years, and its finally getting 
recognized. Her intellect is going to show 
and she is going to represent the North 
Eastern part of Indiana very well,” said 
Cook. 

Deventer is the only student at Northrop 
that has qualified for nationals this year and 
will be going to Dallas. 

With the support from teammates, 
coaches and past speech members, she is 
hoping for a great competition. 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


Senior Maree Deventer rehearses her debate 
routine for speech and debate team. She will 
head to Dallas, Texas, for nationals in May. 


Numbers decrease for athlete study tables 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


pon getting the first interim, 67 
| | athletes in season were required to 
attend study tables. By the time the 
first grade card came out that number had 
dropped significantly, only 16 athletes were 
required to attend. 

When the second interims came out 27 
athletes in season were required to go, and 
when the second grade cards came out only 
one athlete was required to attend study 
tables. 

Athletes are required to go to study tables 
if their grades drop. Study tables are open 
to everybody including students that don’t 
even have any grades dropping. 

Athletes are aware of the consequences of 
letting their grades slip, “Now the athletes 
seem more aware and know why having 
good grades is important,” said athletic 
director Mike McMillen. 

At the beginning of the season an athlete 
already has the season planned out on 


what they think will happen. But when 
unexpected things do happen such as a drop 
in their grades, plans tend to get flipped 
around. 

Northrop put together study tables 
because students, especially athletes, needed 
help in subjects such as English and math. 

“Study tables have helped a lot, there’s 
not many attending now,” said McMillen. 

Study tables can help students who 
receive an F on an interim or a report card 
for one or more required classes, or students 
who have a current GPA below a 2.0. 

Athletes who choose not to attend 
required study tables receive consequences 
from their coaches. 

Consequences for not to attending two 
nights out of the week include being banned 
from playing at the next event. They will 
also be banned from participating in any 
extracurricular school activities. 

“Tf they (athletes) don’t go two nights of 
the week, they won’t be able to go to the next 
game,” said McMillen. 
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Athletes required 
to attend study 
tables, by term 


First interim 67 
First 


grade card 16 
Second interim 27 


Second 
grade card 1 


-source: Northrop athletic office 
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Annual Jazz Fest 
raises thousands 


Northrop recently held it’s very own 
jazz fest hosted by the school’s band. 

Jazz I band played during the morning 
and later that night Jazz II performed. 

The Jazz Fest helped Northrop raise 
between $4,000 to $5,000. This money will 
go toward new uniforms for the bands 


Yearbook receives award 


The Northrop yearbook staff has recently received an 
Honorable Mention Award of Excellence from the Taylor 
Publishing Company for its work on the 2005 yearbook. 

“It’s a lot of work, and we’re proud to be honored,” 
said yearbook adviser Pete Baney. 

The 2005 yearbook is featured in the 2006 Yearbook 
Yearbook which will be viewed in schools all across the 
country. : 


next year. 
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Northrop again hosted its an- 
nual jazz fest, highlighting area 
bands, and night performances 
by Northrop’s Jazz |, and guests 
from Chicago State University. 


said Band director Barry Ashton. 


Erendrake receives last entries 


Submissions for the Erendrake fine arts magazine are coming in 
and selected entries will be showcased as some of the best artistic 
works Northrop has to offer. 

“We usually get an average of about 60 or 70 entries every year,” 
said English teacher Terry Springer. Works entered for consideration 
can include poems, prose, sculptures, photographs, and paintings. 

“We have a staff of about six people that reads or views all entries 
and discuss the quality of entries,” said Springer. “We look for things 
that are of high quality, and the best entries are selected.” 

Once submissions are selected the staff will begin designing. 

“It gives an avenue for students to explore publishing in a 
nonthreatening way,” said Springer. “It’s a much less aggressive 
process getting published by the school than out with major 
publishers.” 


Project Set hosts food drive 


Project Set conducted a canned food drive during the week of 
March 6 through March 10. 

Around 150 items were collected and donated to Community 
harvest Food Bank. This number was a lot lower than last year. 

“I was disappointed we didn’t have more items,” said sponsor 
Lilly Mikol. 

This was the second food drive conducted by Project Set this 
school year. 

“It was a busy time of year, so I think people got caught up in 
their schedules,” said Mikol. 


Blood drive donates 68 pints 


Northrop’s second American Red Cross blood drive for the year 
was held on March 7. 

Seventy-seven students took part in the event in which 68 pints of 
blood were donated to the American Red Cross. 

“It’s a good way to help people out. If you can do it, then why 
not,” said senior Danielle Wilson, who gave blood. 

This was the last blood drive of this school year. Northrop will 
hold another blood drive early next year. 
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One highlight of the night was when 
the Chicago State University Band started 
performing. The Chicago band is a huge 
band of members ranging from 25 to 80 
years old. It played for about two hours. 

“They’re the best band in the country,” 


Yearbooks featured were evaluated on criteria such as 
cover, layout design and theme development. Only the 
top 10 percent of all yearbook staffs receive honorable 
mention recognition. 

“Students involved in journalism are committed to 
being successful, and that means sacrifice at times,” said 
Baney. “When awards like this come along it’s a shot in 
the arm.” 


Wyss has cancer research spirit 


History teacher Andrew Wyss recently had his students take 
part in the “Show Your Spirit” celebration to raise money and 
awareness for the Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer Research. 

“I found a link on ESPN.com and had an understanding about 
who Jim Valvano was,” said Wyss. “I figured it would be a good 
idea to raise money for cancer research, raise awareness with 
students and have fun.” 

Schools and companies across the country attempted to get as 
many students as possible to wear their school colors on March 
16, and their favorite college team colors on March 17. 

Those who donated $2 to $5 were given wristbands with the 
Jimmy V slogan “Don’t give up, don’t ever give up.” 


SADD linking to no drinking 


SADD has started its spring project by having a chain link of 
students who have chosen not to drink. There are four colors, each 
representing a different grade. 

The bands will have different colors according to class 
including freshmen with red, sophomores with blue, juniors with 
yellow and seniors with orange. 

SADD also created posters with 100 things to do instead of 
drinking. Members have them hanging throughtout the halls. 

“We had them break into groups, and make the 100 things to 
do instead of drinking,” said SADD president junior Corey Lee. 

SADD is now brainstorming ideas for the spring activities. The 
members plan on trying new things with new studies this year. 


Speech qualifies for nationals 


Talking its way up to a second place victory at South Side, the 
speech team had six first place individual winners. 

“We've had an exceptionally good year. We’ve already 
qualified someone for nationals,” said assistant speech coach Walt 
Cook. 

State will be held at Warren Central High School on March 25. 

Anyone who advances to Nationals will be heading to Dallas, 
Texas, in June. 
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BATTLE °fusBULGE UPDATE-MONTH 2 


=BROWN TEAM 


Name: Lilly Mikol, foreign 
language 
Charity: S.C.A.N. (Stop Child 
Abuse and Neglect) 
Pounds Lost So Far: 2 

“If we had a little variety for 
lunch, like the cafeteria 
prepares two or three diet 
meals.” -on one thing she would 
change about the contest 


Name: Fiona Schultz, cafeteria 
assistant 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: 5 

“T gained a pound last week, 
so I will try and put one more 
day in of exercising.” 


Name: Frankie Kovacs, business 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: 7 

“My team has kept me from 
giving up even when I felt I was 
at my plateau.” 


Name: Jill Cross, Spanish 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 10 

“T have been in the weight 
room everyday for the past three 
weeks.” 


Name: Jeff Cochran, math and 
science 
Charity: American Lung 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: 10 

“My exercising has gotten 
better.” 


Name: Peggy Williams, physical 
education 
Charity: Ft. Wayne Rescue 
Mission 
Pounds Lost So Far: 7.5 

“T feel like I look better.” 


Name: Becky Griswold, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 4.5 

“If I have time to work out, I 
lose weight.” 


Name: Nola Morris, English 
Charity: In As Much 
Pounds Lost So Far: 12.5 

“Seeing success gives me 
more motivation.” 


Name: Annette Leeuw, art 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 3 

“Tam watching what I 
eat with portion sizes and 
exercising at least three times 
a week.” 


Name: Vickie Petrie, Spanish 
Charity: Tri Kappa Sorority 
Pounds Lost So Far: 2.5 

“I’m fitting into smaller 
clothes, but I’m not losing 
any weight.” 


Name: Al Jacquay, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: +1 

“T’ve been eating junk 
food as much as I can because 
I’m under a lot of stress with 
eight puppies.” 


Name: Dave Piepho, social 
studies 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: 10 

“I’m seeing the results and 
I’m liking what I see.” 


Name: Joni Smith, math 
Charity: Ft. Wayne 
Community Foundation 
Pounds Lost So Far: 0 

“It’s for the short run not 
the long run...with the long 
run the question is can you 
keep the weight off?” 


Name: April Castator, math 
Charity: March Of Dimes 
Pounds Lost So Far: 4.5 

“Hearing people talk 
about the contest, sending 
each other e-mails and 
putting cookies in each others 
mailboxes.” -on her favorite 
part of the contest 


BROWN MONTH 2 LOSS: 77.5 POUNDS 


= ORANGE TEAM 


Name: Rita Dillman, office 

secretary 

Charity: American Red Cross 

Pounds Lost So Far: 12 
“Going out of town makes 

it tough to stick to my Jenny 

Craig program.” 


Name: Brian Taubert, band 

director 

Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 

Hospital 

Pounds Lost So Far: 30 
“Losing weight, getting in 

shape, and learning to break 

boards in Tae Kwon Do.” 


Name: Carrie Moden, English 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 14 
“Showing your friends 
your weight loss and talking 
about the contest.” -on her 
favorite part of the contest 


Name: Gayle Springer, 

cafeteria assistant 

Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 

Hospital 

Pounds Lost So Far: 5.5 
“The e-mails we’ve been 

getting and the 

encouragement from those 

has really been helpful.” 


Name: Pete Baney, journalism 
Charity: Compassion 
International 
Pounds Lost So Far: 27 

“It’s been inspiring to see 
people lose weight.” 


Name: Dan Lively, history / 
economics 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 17 

“T have been more 
consistent over the past 
couple of weeks. If I have 
time to work out, I lose 
weight.” 


Name: Reba Ervin, science 
Charity: National Kidney 
Foundation 
Pounds Lost So Far: 29 

“I’m still hungry when I get 
home, but I’m doing better.” 


Name: Barb Ahlersmeyer, 
principal 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: +2 

“The healthy rivalry between 
the orange and brown team.” -on 
her favorite part of the contest 


Name: Yvette Nichols, student 
services secretary 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 1 

“T feel great and better 
overall.” 


Name: Judy Delamarter, 
office secretary 
Charity: Allen County Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 12.5 

“T continue to lose every week. 
It is a joy to get on the scale and 
see the results.” 


Name: LeeAnn Thompson, 
assistant principal 
Charity: Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority 
Pounds Lost So Far: 4 

“It’s hard to cook for other 
people.” 


Name: Marianne Klaffke, math 
Charity: Erin’s House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 7 

“T’ve made this my 
business when I buy food, 
prepare it or go out.” 


Name: Angie Love, math 
Charity: Whittington House 
Pounds Lost So Far: 6 

“My biggest obstacle has been 
being consistent.” 


ORANGE MONTH 2 LOSS: 163 POUNDS 
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Couple of willing Bruins 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 
AMANDA HERRINGTON 


F: freshman Heather Wilson, getting a 


new look wasn’t all she got out of this 
makeover story. 

Wilson was asked to go out and get a 
makeover to see how people would react to a 
different style. Wilson seemed to be shy and 
act like she was trying to hide her face in the 
crowd at school. But that needed to change. 

The project began by going to Plato’s 
Closet and getting her a whole new outfit. 
While there we purchased a pink sweater 
t-shirt ($16), a black silk and lacey tank top 
($11), black capris ($10), a pink tote bag ($8) 
and black kitten heel sandal shoes ($8). 


“| felt kind of opposite 
than all the kids in class, 
like | should be in jeans 
too, but | still liked my 
look.” 

-freshman Heather Wilson 
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take a chance at makeovers, 
a new look, boosted confidence 


Above and left, Freshman 
Heather Wilson and senior 
Mike Ruf seen here before 
their recent makeover. 


While shopping, Wilson seemed a little 
reserved, but then she tried some clothes 
on and started to see the changes. She soon 
began to seem more excited about the look. 

After shopping at Plato’s Closet, Wilson 
was set out to get her hair cut at Teresa 
Ternet’s home where she cut, styled, and 
waxed her eyebrows for free. There she had 
her hair layered and her makeup put on to 
see what would look best for her. 

After we bought all of her clothes, and 
her hair and makeup were done, she was 
ready to show her new look off to the school, 
but not before some touch-ups in the morn- 
ing. 
“T really like my hair, it lays a lot nicer,” 
said Wilson. 

The next morning the final touches were 
done. The straightners got plugged in and 
the makeup came out of our bags and a new 
person was before us. She showed some 
more confidence in her look. People asked 
her questions, and she was more than glad to 
say that she had a new look for the day. 

“She looked really good, I liked it. It gave 
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her confidence and got her noticed more 
than she usually does,” said freshman Anna 
Rhodes, one of her good friends. 

After people saw her new look it made 
her feel the same as she normally did, but 
then again out of place. 

“I felt kind of opposite than all the kids in 
class, like I should be in jeans too, but I still 
liked my look,” said Wilson. 

Spending only $53 for this whole new 
look of confidence, Wilson now has a new 
stand out look. Even though she isn’t going 
to keep the same dresser look that she had 
received, she is still is going to keep up with 
her hair. 

“Tf she’s happy with what she’s wearing 
and is comfortable, that’s all that matters,” 
said freshman Lisa Jones. 

It wasn’t so hard to get a girl to agree on 
getting a makeover, but finding a guy who 
was willing to get a makeover is a different 
story. 

Lost in a sea of black baggy and shapeless 
clothing, senior Mike Ruf was hiding behind 
his extra large attire. With pants that could fit 


Checkin’ it out: 

Freshman Heather 

Wilson puts the 
~_ finishing touches on 
her brand-new look. 


_-PHOTOS BY AMANDA HERRINGTON 


someone twice his size, it was time for anew 
look. 

Mike took a deep breath as he entered the 
main doors of Northrop, he knew today was 
going to be different from his usual day at 
school. 

Trying to hide his new clothes under his 
coat, Ruf made a beeline for his locker. 

“J just wanted to get it over with,” said 
Ruf. 

Ruf had just received a makeover and a 
new look to show off at school. 

“My old look was plain and average, 
nothing special,” said Ruf. 

His old style consisted of way-too-big- 
black-saggy pants, ones that had to be 
constantly pulled up to keep from sagging 
around his ankles. 

Not surprisingly, he also wore a black, 
way-too-big hoodie. 

Not only were his sweatshirt and his 
pants on the large side, his shoes were too 
big also, slipping off of his feet when he 
walked. 

You might be asking, what is a kid that 


should be wearing a medium size shirt do- 
ing drowning himself in extra large clothes? 

Ruf said he started wearing extra baggy 
clothes his freshman year and did it mainly 
out of comfort. 

“T don’t like the feeling of tight clothes,” 
said Ruf. 

Ruf was chosen for the makeover, not 
based completely on his clothing, but also to 
see if he would come out of his shell. 

Although there wasn’t an opportunity to 
get his hair cut, there was time to take him to 
Plato’s Closet for a new outfit. 

The new outfit consisted of a dark blue 
polo underneath a pink Abercrombie polo. 
To complete the look he wore a pair of me- 
dium faded jeans, ones that fit. 

“I wasn’t too hot about the pink shirt,” said 
Ruf. 

After hurrying to his locker he went to his 
first period class. 

“All of my close friends are in there and 
they really didn’t say anything to me,” said 
Ruf. 

But by the time second period rolled 
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Above and left, Dude, 
what color is your shirt? 
Senior Mike Ruf sports 
his new style including a 
pink polo. “I wasn’t too 
hot about the pink shirt 
at first,” he said. 


around Ruf said he started 
receiving more compliments and 
started feeling more comfortable. 
Ruf said people that aren’t 
that close of his friends started 
noticing his change in wardrobe 
and started complimenting him. 
Several loved his new 
jeans. “I thought his pants fit 
a lot better now that they fit 
around his butt and they aren’t 
sagging down,” said Autumn Turner, one of 
Ruf’s friends. 

After school let out, still feeling a little 
self-cautious in his pink shirt, Ruf once again 
hid under his jacket before leaving the build- 
ing. 
Although he might not have been oozing 
with confidence at the end of the day, Ruf 
did learn a few important lessons. 

“Definitely when I go shopping next time 
I'll try to find pants that fit,” Ruf said. 

Mission complete. 


“My old look 
was plain and 
average, nothing 
special.” 


-senior Mike Ruf 
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Bruins living with 
obsessive tendencies; 
coping and why 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
ACA’SHA TERNET 


alking down the hallway might 

not be a very big deal for some 

students, but for sophomore 
Cameron Baker it can become somewhat of a 
distraction. 

Baker has a minor case of obsessive ten- 
dencies like very many people today, but it is 
still something that bothers him. 

When Baker walks down the hallway he 
watches out for the lines and cracks along 
the floor. If one of his feet touches a crack, 
he’ll go back and make sure the other one 
steps on it too. Not doing so would bother 
him. 

There are many people who have a wide 
variety of obsessive tendencies. 

“Tt takes me longer to eat cereal because I 
can’t eat any of the pieces that are broken,” 
said Baker. 

Baker has to have an even number of 
everything, from his favorite number to the 
number of pieces of cereal he eats in the 
morning. 

According to health.yahoo.com one of the 
most common side effects of OCD is feeling 
the need to count things. 

A great number of people who have OCD 
are too embarrassed to do anything about 
it. They feel that everyone is watching and 
judging them by the way they act. 

“I never noticed what Cameron does,” 
said a friend of Baker, sophomore Erin 
Houck. 

Another thing that bothers people with 
OCD is the thought that they act differently 
compared to everyone else. 
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Look at this mess! Senior 
Phillip Blaine attempts to 
organize his locker. “It just 
bugs me that things are out 
of order,” he said. 

Right, Blaine stacks his 
notebooks neatly to satisfy 
his compulsion. 
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“I don’t think I’m different than everyone 
else. Sometimes I just walk a little differently 
than other people,” said Baker. 

“Everyone has some kind of obsessive 
tendency,” said psychology teacher Twyla 
Kendrick. ”But it becomes a problem when it 
keeps you from doing everyday things.” 

Everyone has something they obsess 
about. It can be as major as washing your 
hands after every time you touch something, 
or as little as having everything even. 

More common than schizophrenia, bi- 
polar disorder, or panic disorder, obsessive- 
complusive disorder (OCD) is the fourth 
most common mental illness in the United 
States affecting five million Americans of all 
ages. 

Walking through the hallways, you 
would never guess he is battling an illness 
that at times consumes his daily life. 

At a young age, senior Phillip Blaine 
started to shows signs of OCD, “When I was 
little, | would only walk on the white tiles or 
colored tiles at the store.” 

Two years ago, Blaine realized that he 
displayed behaviors associated with OCD. 

“Last year I used to be obsessed with 
grades and perfectness,” said Blaine. 

Blaine suffers from compulsions that also 
make him arrange or order objects. 

“When I organize books, video games, 
and other things, they have to be nice. I 
won't buy a video game that is already open 
because it doesn’t look right,” said Blaine. 

On an average day, Blaine will clean 
every corner of his room. 

“Tt just bugs me that things are out of 
order. I want things to be perfect. I like ev- 
erything to look really nice,” said Blaine. 

However, OCD hasn’t consumed his life. 
Blaine has found ways to control his compul- 
sions. 

Blaine feels his OCD might have devel- 
oped from him playing the piano. Every note 
has to be played until the pianist perfects it. 

“People don’t like mediocre music. Being 
perfect weeds out the good musicians from 
the bad musicians,” said Blaine. 

There was one time, however, that Blaine 
wasn’t able to control his compulsion. 

“T bought a game and my cat spilled 
water all over it. It wasn’t completely ruined, 
but there was waviness to it, so | bought 
anew one because it bothered me,” said 
Blaine. “It wasn’t neat like all the rest.” 

According to serendip.brynmawr.edu, 
eighty percent of people with OCD are 
conscious that their actions are irrational and 
unreasonable. 

Blaine is aware of his condition but does 
not believe that the things he does are irra- 
tional. 

His friends joke around with him about 
it because they don’t believe he has it, but in 
the back of his mind he knows he does. 

“Some people say I don’t have it, but I 
know I do,” said Blaine. 


Taking a stand: Sophomore Cameron Baker 
hopes to overcome his obsessive behaviors. 
“I don’t think I’m different than everyone 
else. Sometimes | just walk a little differently 


than other people,” said Baker. 


“It takes me 


longer to eat cereal 
because | can’t eat 


any of the pieces 
that are broken.” 


-sophomore Cameron Baker 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


SARAH LEAVELL 


I may not be diagnosed with 
obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD), 
but I do have OCD behaviors. 

Before bed I have to go up the stairs 
a certain way, touch the floor by my 
bed twice, turn on my radio twice, set 
the towel in my bathroom facing the 
same direction every night and make 
sure all of the knobs on the sinks in the 
bathroom are lined up the same. 

For the past few years I’ve had these 
behaviors, and I was surprised that 
after a week of trying to prevent them, 
they were gone. The only problem now 
is that I have to think before I do any 
of these behaviors. The week of get- 
ting rid of these behaviors started off 


by making sure that the knobs in the 
bathroom faced different directions and 


ZACH NORRIS 


In my closet, I have my shirts 
arranged by color in alphabetical order. 
I also cannot stand having books out of 
place. 

My obsessions do not control my life, 
but they calm me down. But, recently 
I was forced to experience one of the 
worst weeks of my life. 

For one whole week I was supposed 
to stop my obsessive little habits. 

Honestly this task was easier than I 
had originally believed. 

During the duration of this experi- 
mental week, when I read a book, I left 
it on my desk. When I did my laundry, 
I put my clothes randomly in my closet. 
Also, I did not make my bed. 
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the towels were messy. 

I had the same result with the rest 
of my usual behaviors. 

When I think about it, I don’t know 
why or how the OCD behaviors 
started. There hasn’t ever been a 
purpose for them, just something I 
got used to. 

For others out there suffering from 
OCD behaviors, realize what they are. 
Don’t hesitate to get rid of them. 

For the longest time I thought I 
was weird for doing these things. 
Because my friends never talked 
about any of these behaviors I always 
kept it to myself. Now that I know 
OCD is common throughout the 
nation it makes me feel better 
knowing that I’m not alone. 


The week went by very quickly, 
mainly due to the busy lifestyle that 
I live. However, I still noticed that 
my life did change a little bit. The 
longevity of my homework increased. 
I began to arrive later to school than I 
usually do. 

Even though these were minor 
changes, they were still large enough 
to become noticeable. 

I changed my life for one whole 
week. My lifestyle benefits me and 
makes me feel comfortable. One of 
the most important things in life is 
that people are happy with their lives. 
I can admit that I am happy with my 
life and all of the actions that I make. 
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Hockey wins state 


Logue hat trick, Shears shutout help second straight hockey state title 


NICK STIEBER 


championship, the score was 1-0, Northrop. A forward 

from Munster, the opposing high school from north- 
west Indiana, near Gary, shoots the puck and hits the poll on 
Northrop’s goal. The referee calls it: the score is tied up at 1-1. 

Just then the goal judge says the magic words: “no 
goal.” The score changes back, but the tension still remains. 
Northrop’s coach Dave Rogers calls a time-out. 

This is the image painted by Northrop senior hockey player 
Adam Logue. 

“The night before the game, the team went down to Indy, 
stayed in the same hotel and ate a team dinner together,” said 
Logue. 

It was the last supper for Logue with his team and his last 
opportunity to win a state title for Northrop. 

Last year, Logue played for his travel team, the Junior Kom- 
ets, instead of joining the Northrop team. Although he had 
been on Northrop’s team his freshman and sophomore years, 
Northrop fell short of the title both years, placing runner-up in 
‘03 and third in ’04. 

This year would be different though. On the Monday before 
state Northrop nearly beat Snider in what was supposed to be 
an easy victory for Snider. The game went into overtime with 
Snider winning, 8-7. 

“They were supposed to blow us out, so that was a great 
tune up for state,” said Logue. 

After time was called in, Logue scored two more goals, 
giving him the hat trick (the equivalent to 
scoring three goals by a single player). 

“My sister threw my IU hat out onto the 
ice after I got the hat trick,” said Logue. “If 
it (the shot that hit the poll) would have 
counted it would have given the other team 
more momentum.” 

But it didn’t. Northrop went onto win the 
game 6-0 along with the state title, making 
this Roger’s third title, two years in a row as 
Northrop’s coach, a personal hat trick of his 
own. 

“He’s been coaching for five years and 
three out of the five years he won state titles 
and the other two he won city titles,” said 
Logue. 

Aside from the offense, the game outcome 
was also in large part due to the defense of 
Northrop’s goalie from Leo, Tommie Shears. 

Shears played a shutout game, a huge 
and very rare feat for any goalie to accom- 
title game ina plish. Both Shears and Logue made All-State. 
shutout against = “It feels great my senior year with these 
Munster, 6-0. “a kinds of bragging rights going into IU,” said 
Logue. 

Departing seniors this year from Northrop 
include Ben Sheers and Logue. 


A t the beginning of the third period at the Indiana state 


ONINNY1 


Goalie Tommie 
Shears (a Leo 
student playing on 
Northrop’s team) 
had a shutout 
game to help 

the Bruins win 
their recent state 
championship. 
Right, Take off 
your hats! Senior 
Adam Logue 
accomplished 

a rare hat trick 
(three goal in one 
game) during the 
final game of the 
state champion- 
ship game. The 
Bruins won the 
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Athletic Council efforts earn 
sportsmanship fourth in nation 


NICK EHLERDING 


he Student Athletic Coun- 
cil was recently named an 
All-American sportsman- 
ship school. They were selected 
by a committee who did a selec- 
tion process to place Northrop 
top four in the nation. 

Student Athletic Council 
sponsored the Mardi Gras dance 
and also painted the Bruin room 
this year in order to earn their 
nomination. 

The Athletic Council is spon- 
sored by athletic director Mike 
McMillen and the president is 
senior Jessica Pontius. 

It has also been involved in 
the Stay-In-Bounds program. It 
is co-sponsored with the NCAA 
and the IHSAA. 

The Stay-In-Bounds 
program is where high 
school students go to 
elementary schools, 
mainly fourth grade, 
and give a twenty min- 
ute presentation about 
the program. 

They go to all of the 
six feeder elementary 
schools around the area. 
To be in the Stay-In- 
Bounds program, they 
must go through an 
entire day of a lesson, 
to know what to talk 
about in their presenta- 
tions. 


WB? How long has 
Student Athletic Coun- 
cil been going on? 
MM: This is the third 
year that it has been going on. We are start- 
ing to receive applications for next years 
group. 

WB? How did you feel when you got the 
nomination? 

MM: Everyone was really excited about 
being chosen. One reason we received this 
nomination is that we have an Athletic Coun- 
cil, most schools don’t even have one. 

WB? What do you define as sportsmanship? 
MM: We define it as the pursuit of victory 
with honor, that is sportsmanship. 


Athletic 
director Mike 
McMillen is the 
sponsor for the 
Student Ath- 
letic Council, 
whose efforts 
recently earned 
Northrop a 
fourth place 
nationally for 
sportsmanship. 
Left, Here, 
senior athletic 
council presi- 
dent Jessica 
Pontius works 
with an el- 
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WB? How will you improve the Student 
Athletic Council for the future? 

MM: We are adding a lot more activi- 

ties and responsibilities. There has been 
two other schools that have visited us, to 
see what we do. We are planning a kid’s 
night out, for the kids to learn about what 
we do. 

WB? Have other schools taken notice? 
MM: Definetly, we had the visitation days 
from the other schools and we had calls 
from five or six different schools from 
around the area. 
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IHSAA unfair 
to club sporis 


ockey, bowling, and boys’ volley- 
He all club sports. But why are 

they only considered club sports 
and not IHSAA sports? 

These players work just as hard as the 
sports in the IHSAA. 

Athletic director Mike McMillen said, 
“So many schools have to offer the sport. 
There’s a system to go through to get it 
sanctioned.” 

McMillen says that he thinks the next 
club sport to be sanctioned in the IHSAA is 
bowling. 

Because bowling 
is co-ed it would 
be easy to get it 
sanctioned. There 
are several schools 
and bowling alleys 
to support the 
school’s team. 

McMillen also 
said that there are 
more schools that 
offer bowling than 
gymnastics, which 
is an IHSAA sport. So lets sanction it. 

I think it’s a numbers game as well. Not 
only with the schools and officials, but also 
the fan basis. 

Not too many students go to the hockey 
games, or the boys’ volleyball meets, and 
not many students if any have seen the 
boys’ bowling team win sectionals this year. 

I think even if there aren’t enough 
schools that offer the sport it should still be 
sanctioned. 

If the IHSAA does sanction bowling it 
might as well sanction the other two sports 
as well. 

One of the only problems in doing so is 
the money, and having a team for the oppo- 
site sex to keep it balanced. Boys’ volleyball 
shouldn't be a problem becasue we already 
have the equipment and the officials can 
get sanctioned. The only expense would be 
uniforms. 

On the other hand hockey would be 
much more expensive. The hockey equip- 
ment and uniforms are enough money, not 
to mention funding ice time and finding a 
rink. 

I can understand hockey, but bowling 
and boys’ volleyball has no excuse not to be 
sanctioned. 

Hopefully in the near future these sports 
will be sanctioned and the fan basis will be 
able to grow with the sport. 
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Sophomore Curtis Chaney was the only Bruin 
to advance to state this season for the boys’ 
swim and dive team. Chaney finished 12th in 
the 100 free and 17th in the 200 free. 


Chaney goes fo state; 
finishes 12th in 100 free 


Sophomore Curtis Chaney led the boys’ 
swim team to state this season. 

“I didn’t care that I was the only one, it 
would’ve been nice though if other guys 
would’ve competed too,” said Chaney. 

Chaney placed 12th in the 100 free and 
17th in the 200 free. He only had a week after 
sectionals to prepare for his state competi- 
tionship at IUPI. 

Head coach Lisa Ketcham feels Chaney 
did a great job, for it being his first time to 
compete in a state event. Next year he’ll do 
better now that it’s under his belt. 

“I try to go over the race in my head before 
I race and how I want to do, and how I think 
I’m going to do,” said Chaney. 

Chaney will be returning to the team next 
year in hopes of competing at state again as a 
junior. 


Hockey finishes season 
6-15 after winning state 


Northrop’s hockey team ended its regular 
season Saturday March 11, with a final re- 
cord of 6-15. 

The team played the Indy Ice Stars first in 
the beginning of the playoffs. The final score 
was 6-1. 

“The fan base definitely helped,” said 
junior Nick Minnich. 

As the playoffs went on, the team beat 
all three of the other teams to advance to the 
championship round. 

With a score of 6-0, the team beat Munster 
to become state champions for the second 
year in a row. Making this the thrid time in 
four years the hockey team has won state. 

The team will be losing seniors Adam 
Logue who had a hat trick in the state game, 
and also Ben Shears. 
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Petridis fifth on bars; 
gymnastics ends 7-5 


Wrapping up the regular gymnastics 
season, the team finished with a record of 
7-5. 

Junior Dina Petridis was the only 
gymnast that advanced onto regionals 
which were held on March 10 at Hunting- 
ton North. Her fifth place at sectionals 
allowed her to advance. 

Although she didn’t place while there, 
her team and coaches were still proud of 
her for making it to regionals. 

“We were all excited for Dina that she 
made it to regionals, she went out and 
gave it her best,” said assistant coach 
Christine Binns. 

Petridis went to regionals for the 
beam, but her favorite and best event this 
season was the uneven bars. 

“She didn’t place, but she went out 
and gave it her best,” said Binns. 

Top gymnasts for the season included 
Petridis and juniors Megan Orendorf and 
Carissa Mix. All of which will be return- 
ing next season. 


Girls’ track hungry for 
seventh state win 


The girls’ track team has a few months 
of practice under its belt and are anxious 
for the regular season to start. 

They have been competing in indoor 
meets since January and are beginning 
to come together as a team according to 
head coach Matt Miller. He also says they 
are prepared for the start of the season. 

“We have a young team, but our se- 
niors bring everyone together,” said head 
coach Miller. 

The team may be young, but there 
are senior girls such as Faith Sherrill and 
Tamara Adams who have stepped up as 
leaders. 

The goals for this season are to come 
together as a team, do the best they can 
and win state again. 

“We're starting to come along and 
grow,” said Miller. 

This season the team will be trying for 
its seventh consectutive state champion- 
ship. The past six state wins were under 
coach Tom Knudson. This season Tom 
Knudson will be an assistant coach for the 
girls. New head coach Miller will be help- 
ing the girls’ stride to its future victories. 
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Haag misses state 
qualifing by 54 pins 


Individual bowler sophomore Cassy 
Haag advanced to regionals along with 
sophomore Ana Martinez and freshman 
Angie Miller. Haag was the only Bruin to 
make it to semi-state. 

“Overall pretty well, we need to work 
on spares,” said Haag on how the season 
went. 

Haag scored a 517 and the cut off was 
571 

“I bowled pretty well,” said Haag. 
“The girl who won was my biggest com- 
petition.” 

Haag plans on winning sectionals next 
year and also going to state. 


Boys’ track starts 
season March 30 


The boys’ track and field team starts its 
season March 30 at Harding High School 
where it will compete against Harding, 
and Dwenger. The Bruins will try and 
continue its winning streak from previous 
years in dual, tri, and quad meets. 

Some of the top runners on the team 
are junior Bobby Moldovan who was the 
runner up in state in the 32 hundred me- 
ters, senior Scott Wimms who was a state 
champ in the 200-meter dash, and senior 
Travis White in the high jump. 

“Since I got second last year, I hope I 
can get first this year,” said Moldovan. 

He feels he should have a good chance 
becasue he’s the top returning runner this 
season. 


Boys’ basketball 
finishes season 4-17 


The boys’ basketball team ended its 
season with a 4-17 record. The season 
ended when the team lost in the first 
round of sectionals to number one ranked 
North Side. 

“I think we were disappointed about 
the season. We thought around Christmas 
time we were doing well, when we beat 
Elmhurst, Bellmont, and took Concordia 
into overtime, but through January and 
February, we struggled. We had too many 
turnovers, and had a difficult time re- 
bounding,” said head coach Greg Peden. 

The Bruins are losing three seniors this 
year including Cruz Richard, Bryan Nel- 
lems, and Travis White. 


Date Movie ignorant and just plain bad 


ik theater was empty. I first thought it 
was because it was the afternoon, but 
after watching the movie, there really 
was a reason for it. 

Date Movie stars American Pie actress 
Alyson Hannigan as a fat woman named 
Julia Jones looking for her true love. After 
she seeks help from Hitch, he turns her into a 
beautiful young woman, but only after West 
Coast Customs works on her like she is a car. 

This movie is just like the Scary Movie 
films except it makes fun of romantic com- 
edies instead of horrors. 

My main worry when going to see this 
movie was that there wouldn’t be any plot. 
Luckily there was, not a very good one, but 
it was something. The love story was pretty 
goofy. 

The best part of the movie would have to 
be that Jones’ mother is Indian, her father is 
African American, and her younger sister is 
Asian, but Jones is Caucasian. 

It wasn’t a big part of the movie, but it 
was hilarious. It’s that kind of comedy that 
doesn’t make any sense. 

The whole movie was really stupid. All 
of the parodies were awful. While sitting in 
the theater with about five other people, I 
wanted to leave. 

Date Movie made fun of other movies such 
as My Best Friend’s Wedding, Guess Who?, 
Wedding Crashers, Hitch and more. 

The jokes in the movie weren’t funny. 
They were gross. It was that sick kind of 
humor that makes you want to puke. 

I didn’t find a man getting a hairball from 


some sweaty guys chest hair humorous. 

The casting director also should have 
looked for a more attractive fiancé for 
Jones, because Grant Funkyerdoder 
(Adam Campbell) was just hard to look 
at. Something about his eyes messed up 
his looks. Maybe they were too small. 
Either way, it was distracting. 

I wasn’t surprised to see Jennifer 
Coolidge play Grant’s mother. She played 
Stiflers mom in American Pie and is 

known for her funny 
Check It Out _ roles. 
mi arn If ever given the 
if L chance to see this 
—_ fm movie, please stop and 
think about it as a life 
— = or death situation. 
= = T hoped that it 
y would be as good 
as Scary Movie, but 


" ad instead I had to leave 
SARAH the theater with disap- 
LEAVELL pointment. Maybe if I 


had bought popcorn it 
would have made up a 
little bit for the movie being so bad. 
Writers Jason Friedberg and Aaron 
Seltzer definitely needed the help of the 
other Scary Movie writers on this movie. 
Maybe if there is ever a Date Movie 2 
(hope not) Friedberg and Seltzer will get 
tips from their fellow writers. 
I’d say give this movie a chance when 
it comes out to video, but it’s just not 
worth watching. F 


Check This Out 


Other comedies 


Legally Blonde 


lhe Mask : 


The Breakfast Club 


Meet the Fockers 


Boat Trip 


Happy Gilmore 
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Funniest Movies 


le Some Like It Hot 


(1959) 


Tootsie 
(1982) 


Dr. Strangelove 
(1964) 


Annie Hall 


(1977) 


(1933) 


Blazing Saddles 


(1974) 


Nao Fh 


(1970) 


It Happened One Night 
(1934) 


2. 
3. 
4. 
5 Duck Soup 
6. 
I. 
8. 


e The Graduate 


(1967) 


10, Airplane! 


(1980) 


-source: AFl.com 
(American Film Institute) 


PREMIERE / 15 


Sorine Fashion 


The latest spring trends and where to find them 


Short Sleeve 


Brown Shirt: Blue and White 
$17.50 Polo: $19.99 
Half Hoodie: White Polo: 
$39.50 $16.99 

White Cami: Aeropostale 
$17.50 

Hollister 


Brown Cargo Shorts 
With Belt: $44.50 


Hollister 
Blue Jean 


Skirt: $24.50 
Wet Seal 


Flip-flops: $20 


Flip-flops: $16 
Delias 


Pac Sun 


ALL PHOTOS BY SARAH LEAVELL 
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16 Blocks 
of good action 


KEVIN BARESIC 


eople can change. Convicted 
Peme Eddie Bunker (Mos Def) 

pursues this in his journey to prove 
another man guilty in 16 Blocks. 

The only thing standing between 
Bunker proving himself right is obviously 
the 16 blocks from the jail, the court room, 
his escort, and the somewhat suicidal and 
alcoholic detective Jack Mosley (Bruce 
Willis). 

As if going to court with a criminal 
conviction isn’t hard enough on Bunker, 
there is the unpredictable and undepend- 
able detective who is the only person 
helping him. 

But when someone tries to take 
Bunker’s life, Mosley stands up for what 
he believes is right, resulting in a chase 
across the 16 block spread of New York 
City. 

I was dumbfounded by the shooting 
and driving scenes during the chase. 

From the moment the action began, 
and through the entire chase, it was as if 
Mosley had never taken a sip of alcohol. 

I don’t want to spoil all the action, but 
it is highly unlikely that someone (in this 
case detective Mosley) can shoot a man 
standing 30 feet away after drinking no 
more than an hour before hand. 

But hey, it’s a movie, so it was still 
pretty cool. 

Mosley also pulls some crazy stunts 
like jumping large lengths at once with a 
bad knee. 

I believe Willis could have tried harder 
to act more like his real character is sup- 
posed to. 

Of all the actors, I believe that Mos Def 
had the greatest performance overall. 

He made me feel like I knew who he 
was, as if it were the perfect role for him 
to play. 

16 Blocks has all the firepower you 
would expect from an action movie, but it 
does lack a little in the amount of blood. 
It makes for a good family show, if you’re 
into action movies. 

It has a real meaning behind it that 
most action movies lack. A 
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Arctic Monkeys 
recently released 
Whatever People 
Say | am, That’s 
§ What I’m Not 

which has a very 
upbeat tempo, 
but all sounds 
the same. 


New British band Arctic Monkeys 
come out cold in debut album 


ZACH NORRIS 


debut album is that it is good. 

During the past six months, many talented bands, such as Nickelback 
and System of a Down, have released a lot of great albums. But then I purchased 
the recently released Arctic Monkey album, Whatever People Say I Am, That’s What 
I’m Not, | expected the band’s debut record to be good. 

I couldn’t have been more wrong. 

Jim Abbiss and Alan Smyth were responsible for producing this record. 

The case and the album itself had a great design, due to the cigarette style, so 
it looked very promising. But it turned out to be not so promising in the end. 

One problem that I have noticed with most bands albums is that they have 
become over priced and do not have a great number of songs. But with Arctic 
Monkey’s new album 13 songs recorded that are extremely too long. 

The background music during the entire album was upbeat and had a variety 
of different musical instruments. 

The lyrics were also very upbeat and interesting. In one song they describe 
what a totalitarian society we have become, and explain how we need to break 
away. 

However, the main problem with this album was that it just did not make 
sense. The rhythm of the lyrics did not come close to the speed of the music. The 
lead singer also seemed to just blurt out random sayings that did not even fit in 
with the song. 

Another main error in this album was that every song seemed to have the 
same beat. 

Most of the time, people care much more about the lyrics and the meanings of 
the words than the overall talent of the bands front man. 

Nevertheless, it was impossible to ignore all of the problems this album had. 

Knowledge comes from experience. This is why I am hoping, that in the 
future the Arctic Monkeys, if they are still around, will continue to improve and 
grow as a band. 

The longer they tour and write together, the more they will learn and the bet- 
ter they will become. 

All of the great bands such as Nirvana, Led Zepplin, and Pink Floyd, were 
looked down upon at the beginning of their careers. Now they are considered, by 
many to be rock legends. 

Even though the Arctic Monkey’s debut album Whatever People Say I Am, 
That’s What I’m Not had a few problems, it still shows a great deal of potential, 
which will come from experience. With songs such as “From ritz to the rubble,” 
their upbeat music might catch on. 

This indie rock is not my style, but I try to be opened minded of all new bands 
that try to make it in the music industry. D 


A s a professional musician, the most important thing when releasing a 
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Westbrook High School does matter 


STAFF 


months on end. 

Northrop’s newly-adopted sister 
school, Westbrook High School in 
Beaumont, Texas, was under this 
circumstance not too long ago when 
it was hit by Hurricane Rita. It is still 
in the process of recovering. 

Westbrook High School has a 
population of 2,500 students, much 
like that of Northrop. Westbrook 
also has the bruin as its mascot, but 
school colors are royal blue and red. 

From the hurricane, Westbrook 
school had a lot of roof damage and 
its baseball field was completely 
wiped out. All uniforms and 
equipment for the team was ruined. 


[ress not having a school for 


18 / FORUM 


The people of Beaumont had to 
leave for more than three weeks and 
couldn’t return until the damage 
was repaired. 

If Northrop were in that same 
situation, Bruins would want others 
to help them get back on their feet. 

In the meantime, we at Northrop 
do have things to offer Westbrook. 
So with the leadership of our 
student athletic council, we’ve raised 
money for Westbrook by having a 
new Mardi Gras dance. Still, more 
should attend such events. 

Some have also suggested that 
Northrop branch off from just the 
athletic department and have other 
clubs get involved in supporting 
Westbrook. A variety of clubs could 
put together a huge event to raise 
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even more money. Here, Northrop 
could send Westbrook more school 
supplies, plus whatever else they 
need. Unfortunately, the reality 

is that most Northrop Bruins are 
unaware of the damage done to 
Westbrook, and since they don’t 
have family or friends who go 
there, they don’t pay attention to 
new fundraisers or help out. They 
haven't been touched enough 
personally to care. 

Westbrook has gone through hard 
times, and because Northrop chose it 
as a sister school, it is time for Bruins 
to start taking the initiative more. 

What's Bruin? believes by 
everyone contributing more, we can 
make a difference. Not because we 
can, but because we should. 


ASV 13ldv 


Approval of oneself is the most important belief 


resident Bush and his administration 
Ps an oath to serve and protect this 

country and all of its citizens. During 
the presidential election of 2004 President 
Bush received more votes than any other 
president in American history. 

Because of this President Bush’s second 
term started off at a great pace. However, 
with many different controversies and 
dilemmas the Bush administration and 
his second term has been disappointing, 
especially in the polls. 

But when looking at President polls, they 
are not the most important thing. There are 
those citizens and politicians that are strong 
supporters of President Bush. 

Furthermore, there are those who do not 
believe that Bush is qualified to lead this 
country. The main issue is about Bush’s 
popularity and whether he can lead. 

Approval ratings are relied on too heavily. 
When approval ratings begin to decrease 
many American citizens start to criticize and 
denote the President. Sometimes approval 
decreases, because of current events and 


things going on throughout the world. 

Americans pay too much attention to 
polls. President Bush’s approval rating might 
be around 40 percent, however, he still is 
standing strong behind his beliefs. 

During Bush’s second term, especially 
within the past few 
months, Bush and his 
administration have gone 
through some tough times. 
With issues dealing with 
the war on terrorism, 
domestic spying, White 
House over-ups, and 
much more, President 
Bush has been more vocal 
about supporting his 
ideas and giving them to 
the press, which he did 
not do in his first term as 
President. 

Even those who fault Bush need to 
recognize how much his leadership skills, 
and most of his other characteristics, have 
increased in his second term. 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


The main point is that President Bush has 
been losing his support for all areas, when 
really, he is doing the best job he can with 
what he has to work with. Bush has made 
some mistakes, but he has also learned from 
them and tried to improve. 

He has put his own personal support 
aside and worked very hard to increase the 
support of his administration, party, and 
government. 

President Bush has also done an 
extraordinary job of keeping the American 
people informed. By having more press 
conferences, and becoming more confident 
and comfortable speaking, he has made it 
easier to understand and react to his agenda. 

Whether people believe in President Bush 
or not, he has been working very hard to 
improve himself and the way he leads this 
country. 

Even if he turns out to be one of the most 
hated Presidents in the history of America, 
he will still have my respect for how he has 
stood up for his beliefs and his intentions to 
lead this great country. 


Journalists cross line with cartoon jihad 


jihad. 

Last September, Flemming Rose, an 
editor for the Danish newspaper Jyllands- 
Posten, decided to contact 25 cartoonists 
and requested that they draw the Prophet 
Muhammad as they see him. 

Rose thought up this genius idea after 
hearing of incidents of censorship in 
museums located in London and Sweden, 
where employees of the museums took 
down art that was offensive to Muslims. 

__ The illustrations that Rose received 
_ in return were deliberate depictions of 
Muhammad meant for satire. 

One cartoon showed Muhammad with 
a bomb shaped turban on his head and 
another with Muslim terrorists lining up at 
the gates of Heaven with Muhammad saying 
“Stop! Stop! We have run out of virgins!” 

Since the publishing of the cartoons, over 
50 people have died in protests and riots 
around the world, as a direct result of this 
exercise in Danish freedom of speech. 

Good job Rose, I hope you’re happy now. 

Rose has excused his action by stating 
that Denmark has a history of satire and that, 
“We (at the Jyllands-Posten) do the same with 
the royal family, politicians, anyone.” 

The fact that Rose is ignoring, or is just 
plain ignorant of, is that politics and faith are 
two completely different things. 


[ all fun and games until you start a 


The cast of Saturday Night Live will make 
fun of President Bush on a whim, but they 
might be hesitant as to how they should 
go about poking fun at Christianity, and 
especially Islam. 

What many comedians understand is 
when to stop. The point where humor stops 
and insults begin. Dana Carvey would make 
fun of uptight churchgoers 
as the Church Lady, but 
he would not make fun 
of Jesus Christ. It is his 
job, and the job of all 
comedians and performing 
artists, to understand this. 

Most journalists, on 
the other hand, only 
care about pushing the 
limit. Journalism is what 


Common 
Sense 


South Park is to comedy. 
NICK Journalists will fight 
STIEBER against anything that has 


to do with the suppression 
of their freedom of speech. 
Rose didn’t have 

comedy in mind when he contacted the 
cartoonists. He wanted to get back at the 
museums for not sharing his views on 
freedom of speech. He didn’t like not being 
able to make fun of Muhammad, so what did 
he do? He hired the cartoonists to prove that 
he could do whatever he wanted. He didn’t 
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care about the consequences. He used his 
power as an editor to cross the line. 

In an unstable and very sensitive area of 
the world that is centered on Islam, this kind 
of satire is not what is needed to survive. 

As Americans, we are used to laughing at 
ourselves and Christianity, because we have 
the freedom to do so. 

In the Middle East though, a portion of 
the world that has lived and is, for the most 
part, still living under the rule of a dictator 
or a theocracy, religion is the one thing that 
they cling to. It is the one thing that gives 
them hope and purpose in their lives. 

Granted the leaders of Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Iran, Palestine and the other radical 
members of the Muslim brotherhood are 
obviously behind the instigation of these 
recent protests and riots, but why would a 
sensible person in the western media even 
give these people this kind of ready-made 
propaganda to work with? 

This situation is an extremists dream. It’s 
almost too good to be true for them. The 
perfect fuel for a jihad. 

Not understanding this very predictable 
outcome as a common “infidel” in 
Europe, and even in America even, is 
very understandable. The huge difference 
between western and Islamic people is the 
lack of understanding between each other’s 
societies that we live in. 
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What's 


ot your 


ee 


Fools 
joke? 


-senior Darryl McKinney 


“Tie someone down to 
their bed and then yell 
fire.” 


-junior Ashley Frederick 


-sophomore Erin Houck 


“Put baking soda and 
water inside a ketchup 
bottle, so it sorays them 


(when shaken then opened)’ 


-freshman Jake Jimenez 


20 / FORUM 


J 


“Put Saran Wrap on 
someone's seat before they 
go to use the restroom.” 


“Tape the handle on the sink 
hose, then when someone 
gets water it sprays them 
when they didn’t expect it.” 
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Letters 
to the Edttor 


Cheer column unfair 


“Sports in one recent dictionary is defined as: 
an athletic activity requiring skill and prowess and 
often of a competitive nature,” as stated by one of 
the What’s Bruin? editors. When someone says sport, 
cheerleading may not be the first thing that comes 
to mind, but from the definition given, cheerleading 
should be considered a sport. 

Also, the cheerleading practice recently 
observed (for the Feb. 2006 issue) was completely 
misinterpreted. It was not a full practice, 
and opinions should not be made regarding 
cheerleading as a sport with inaccurate information. 

We do so much more beyond what people see. 
We cannot comprehend why any individual 
would want to put down any fellow student as 
well as athletes, especially those who support and 
encourage Northrop athletics. 

Although this all seems very negative to the 
article written, we appreciate the compliment that 
we make cheerleading look easy. 


-Northrop cheerleaders 


Sex offenders article not 
well-researched 


The article, “Do Sex Offenders Deserve a Second 
Chance?” published in What’s Bruin? last month 
(Feb. 2006), was completely unresearched. I agree 
that everyone is entitled to their own opinion, but a 
few statements made were slightly offensive. 

One statement was that, “If parents would do a 
better job of teaching their kids to stay away from 
strangers this wouldn't be a problem.” To blame a 
parent for such a tragedy is absurd. The only person 
at blame is the offender themselves. 

“Sexual predators have committed crimes, 
but they are punished enough by the law.” That’s 
another statement written and unresearched in this 
article. Giving a sex offender a second chance is not 
doing anyone justice. 

The closing statement was a quote from Benjamin 
Franklin saying, “Justice will not be served until 
those who are unaffected are as outraged as those 
who are.” Being affected by rape, molestation, or 
an inappropriate touch can be a horrific experience 
for anyone young or old. If you have not personally 
experienced a sexual offense it’s not likely that you 
will understand that tragedy that comes from this. 
To say that someone so heartless deserves a second 
chance, when over half of them commit the crime 
again, is indecent. 


-sophomore Darlene Bullock 


Should ISTEP testing be moved fo the spring? 


AMANDA HARRINGTON 


students want as much time possible to study for these tests? 

Moving ISTEP to the spring is a brilliant idea. This has been the 
topic of many conversations over the past few years. 

Especially sophomores know the importance of passing the 
ISTEP. Even more so, if a senior hasn’t passed it, they know the 
seriousness of passing this required test. 

Moving ISTEP to the spring makes sense. Northrop and most 
high schools around don’t have a full year of math or English. It’s 
not fair to students who have these classes after ISTEP has been 
taken. Students who have taken these classes during ISTEP waste 
away the first few weeks of class cramming and reviewing test 
material. 

Moving tests to the end of the year would be a lot more 
beneficial. Everyone would have had their classes, or at least a 
good chunk of them before taking the test. There would be no more 
cramming and everyone would have an equal chance of passing the 
class, because they’ve already taken their math and English classes. 

One argument is that the tests are taken in the beginning of the 
year to see student’s weaknesses and areas they need to work on. 
However, it’s not like teachers are reviewing all of their student's 
scores. Teachers aren’t reviewing the material they need to work on. 
There’s just simply not enough time for that. 

Governor Mitch Daniels wanted to move standardized 
testing to the spring, but the idea was declined by Suellen Reed. 
(superintendent of Public Instruction). 

Testing in the spring would be beneficial because the 
temperature of buildings without air conditioning would be much 
cooler. It would be a much better environment for students to think. 

Testing then will also take the added pressure off of teachers 
having to teach so much in so little time. Teachers will be able to 
stretch out their lessons and students will be 
able to retain information a lot easier, resulting 
in better test scores. 

Trying to learn a lot in an impossibly short 
time makes it hard on students. It becomes 
frustrating, causing some students to give up 
and shut down. This results in making it even 
harder for them to retain any information. 

Some say that ISTEP testing is better off 
in the fall because the information from the 
previous year is still remembered, but who 
honestly comes back from summer break with 
a fresh brain, remembering everything that was 
taught the previous year? That’s where review 
comes into play. 

Teachers are going to spend time reviewing 


I: graduating means passing the ISTEP, then why wouldn’t 


SUN MON “ThES WE 


no matter what, so we should give them extra : 


time to teach thoroughly. 
Standardized testing should be moved to v 
the spring because those schools without air 
conditioning will have a cooler environement. 
If you haven’t already taken the ISTEP, | 
next year while sitting in a hot classroom with 
a brain crammed full and trying to recall the 
whirlwind of information being taught that 
week, you can thank Reed. 
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standardized test to the spring has been stopped. I say thank 

you Suellen Reed. 

Moving the test to the spring term is a bad idea on multiple 
levels. This move would cost the state millions of dollars; in 
addition to the amount it costs now to have the tests in general. 
Daniels declared recently that two different companies have offered 
to cover the cost of moving the test, which is as much $45 million 
over the coarse of four years. 

Yes it’s true, some students could use the review many teachers 
put them through in the weeks before the tests. However, these are 
the only apparent benefits that could arise from changing the dates 
of the test. 

After the change between the two terms many students forget 
the lessons they'd learned in the first half of the year. On top of that, 
there’s very little that you do learn in those classes that actually 
appears on the test. 

Moving the timing of the test doesn’t guarantee any better 
results from students; in fact it may actually lower scores. 

By the spring term students have fallen into the basic groove of 
working, but a student who wouldn’t apply themselves in the fall 
term isn’t any more likely to apply themselves toward the end of 
the year when thoughts of summer have started appearing in their 
mind. 

According to an article on www.indystar.com on Feb. 15, now 
that the bill has been stopped, the Senate Education and Career 
Development Committee has voted to alter the bill, leaving it with 
only one major requirement. 

The Department of Education is to study the long-term future of 
the test by Oct. 1 and report the results to the board of education. 
This study may lead to an elimination of the ISTEP tests in favor of 
a more effective method. 

Eliminating this method of standardized 
testing for a newer method does hold 
the possibility of having more success in 
showing what students actually do learn in 
schools. 

Indeed a study of results opens a wide 
array of new testing possibilities that all 
hold the potential to better demonstrating 
what schools actually teach students over 
the years. Online and diagnostic testing are 
two options the state may be looking at for 
testing in the future. There are many reasons 
not to move testing, as well as several of the 
other issues included in House Bill 1240. 
However, there are parts of the bill as it was 
that could prove beneficial to students. It 
would lift the laws requiring that results be 
analyzed in Indiana. 

Despite the bill being stopped so far, it 
still may have a future, according to www. 
indystar.com. Robert Behning, the author 
of the bill, said the debate “is not dead.” 
Behning is meeting opposition in the Senate, 
but the ISTEP move may still come to pass. 


| seems as though Mitch Daniels’ attempt to move the ISTEP 
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Z MTV's #1 www.springbreak2.com 
Hot Tropical Beaches of Florida 


ALL NEW FOR 2006 


1- Wi _ Fi Internet Hookup for our guest rooms, and in our restaurant and on our luxurious pool deck. 
2- Hi-Tech suites featuring 52” TV’s with surround sound. 
3 - All new fully renovated Deluxe Rooms and 2 - 3 Room Suites. 


BRING YOUR FRIENDS - RECEIVE FREE SPRING BREAK TRIP 


Spring Break 
Q's. Packages 


O sen 


*Surcharge gion spring break peak weeks. 
nimum required. 


Deluxe Rooms ¢ Studio Apartment 
Jacuzzi Quite with Oceanfront Patio 
Efficiency * Deluxe Suite Sleeps to 12 
Jacuzzi Room with Private Balcony 
Oceanfront Pooldeck Suite * High-Tech Room 


TOLL FREE 1-877-257-5431 
SOSSOSEO WWW.SPRINGBREAK2.COM 


“— _ @Mail digOO@desertinnresort.com 


TANNING CENTERS 


Mon-Thurs 8-9 Friday 8-8 Saturday 8-5 Sunday 10-5 
1533 W. Dupont Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN (Northbrook Village-corner of Dupont & Lima Roads) 


490-7775 


¢ No Appointment Necessary 


e Our Tanning Minutes Never Expire Sitledish 


odie is ¢ No Membership Or Contract Necessary 
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ONLY 919 | ONLY Rb > — ' 
I it bo ee ee 
I e : lI il : 
I é 11 il ; 
I lI il 1 
[Eien ee) eee ed) bad 


HIGH QUALITY HOT TANNING BULBS IN ALL BEDS! 


Do you believe that 

good government is 

based on the 
individual? 


Do you think that 
responsibility must 
be honored and 
recognized? 


You're a Republican. 


Why should I join...? 
Members have the opportunity to participate in the 
political process, meet federal, state & local officials, go 
behind the scenes, have fun with social events such as 
lazer tag, and most importantly, prepare for your future. 


Sign up now, it's free to join. Don't miss out. 


Allen County Teenage Republicans 


More information at www.allencountytars.com 
To join, call 422-1554 or e-mail 
allencountytars@gmail.com 
Founded by Josh Kirlin and Jeff Fraser of Carroll High School 


Paid for and authorized by the Republican Party of Allen County - Steven R. Shine, Chairman 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supple 


534 bast Dupont 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


sring Break 
pecial 


2 HOUR SESSION OF BOWLING 
SHOR RENTAL 
SOFT DRINK 
2 GAME TOKENS 


$4.95 


MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9:00AM TO 5:00 PM 


CRAZY PtyZ 1740 Bluffton Rd. 


Village Bowl Georgetown Bowl 
6770 E. State Bivd. 


747-0611 749-9610 


THE MYSPACE 


, APPEAL, 


THE HYPE 


AND OTHER 
CONCERNS 
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NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
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WHAT 


Top 10 seniors announced 
for class of 2006 . 


. Faculty Battle Of The Bulge 
weight-loss contest continues--Month 3 
update 


Cover Story: The Race craze 
investigated §- 


Spring sports preview, top 
athletes to look for 


»= Prom preparation tips and 
cheeeiet for the big night 


Pro/Con: Do athletics 
overshadow academics too much? 


“I thought 


-top senior sprinter Scott Wims, 
on how he became interested in 
track 


Run like the wind: Senior Scott Wims is currently am 
the top sprinters in the area and state. He and other top 


spring athletes are in the spotlight on pp. 1213. 
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“My 
: wanting to 
~ improve 
) myself, 
~ it wasn’t 
a race 
Hoang Tran against : 
anyone. 
“l’m able 
to go to 
college 
where | 
wanted 
(Butler) 
and get a 


Scholarship. i spine: 


“| was 
really 
excited 
because | 
thought | 
was 

going to be 
knocked out 
(of the top 
10) for the 
longest 
time.” 


Amy Reidhaar 


4 / NEWS 


“When 

| was in 
eighth 
grade | said 
| wanted 
to be num- 
ber three. 

| ended up 
number 
three.” 


Nicole Hinde 


“| just 
want to 
do it for 
myself 
and for 


college.” 
Phillip Blaine 


“It’s quite 
an honor | 
must say 
because 

| work 
hard, but 
; a lot of 
Sarah Badenhop people 
work 
harder.” 
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“To get 
what | want 
| have to 
push 
myself to 
get an 
education.” 


a ea 


Ashley Derickson 


e 


Catherine Fahey 


“| knew | 
had the 
ability 
to do it. 
It took 
a lot 

of hard 
work.” 


“’?m 

either 
going to 
the 
University 
of 
Michigan, 
or to IU for 
medicine.” 


Carly Sorge 


Moe Taki 


“TL might 
go to 

an art 
school in 
Alabama.” 


Damn Yankees tale of one man’s costly baseball 
dream; features opening night dinner theater 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


long ball hitter!” 
This single statement starts the 
whole show. 

Damn Yankees, the title of this year’s 
musical, is based one the novel “The Year 
the Yankees Lost the Pennant” by Douglass 
Wallop. 

With a big obsession with baseball Joe 
Boyd, played by senior Terrance Caldwell, 
sells his soul to the devil in disguise to Mr. 
Applegate, played by senior Ian Hunter. 

“I’m the bad guy, the main antagonist,” 
said Hunter. 

Boyd makes a deal with Applegate to 
become a 22-year-old sports superstar, Joe 
Harty, played by junior Adam Bishop. 

The only way Boyd can escape from this 
deal is by going back to his wife at 9 p.m. 
on the final game night, and if he doesn’t go 
back then the devil known as Applegate gets 
his soul. 


[irs sell my soul for one good 


“Personally I like it and it’s one we all 
agreed on,” said choir teacher and musical 
director Jeanette Walsh on why they picked 
this musical. 

While in the middle of the deal that 
was made between the two guys, Gloria, a 
reporter played by senior Ashley Brown, 
finds out about Boyd and decides to follow 
the situation. She also finds out Boyd’s 
background and discovers that he’s a fake 
ball player. 

“I’m pushy. She (Gloria) is also very 
pushy and outspoken,” said Brown, on how 
she and her character are alike. 

Choir teacher Tom Maupin is working 
with the vocals and guest Chris Rasor will be 
choreographing the show. 

To enhance this year’s produciton, there 
also will be a dinner theater opening night 
on Friday, April 28. It is a baseball-theme 
dinner and is sponsored by the Northrop 
Choral Association (NCA). 

“We're doing very well. We’re ahead of 
schedule and we have strong leads,” said 
Walsh. 


Musical this weekend 


This year’s musical, Damn Yankees, will be 
performed April 28-29 at 7 p.m. It tells the 
story of Joe Boyd who almost sells his soul to 
the devil to become a baseball star. April 28 
also includes a baseball-theme dinner theater. 


Leeuw wins second Lilly grant 


TIM BRADBURN 
Be: year 120 Lilly grants worth $8,000 


are given to teachers, administrators 
and other school faculty from the Eli 


Art teacher Annette Leeuw won a recent Lilly 
grant worth $8,000 which she is using for a 
laptop, sculpting supplies and traveling. 


JANdAL VHS. VOV 


Lilly Foundation. The grant allows them to 
do something to renew themselves. 

Northrop’s art teacher of 18 years, 
Annette Leeuw won this award for the 
second time. She found out during the 
first week of March. She said she was 
ecstatic and happy when she got the news. 

“T jumped for joy,” Leeuw said. 

Leeuw had to write a proposal that 
would explain what the money would go 
to if she won the grant. She had to include 
a budget and how it would relate back to 
the students. 

The proposal was then read by a 
committee along with others and her 
proposal was picked. 

They allow it to be for travel expenses, 
equipment, supplies or other personal 
items. 

She has used her money for a laptop 
for writing papers, sculpting supplies, 
and traveling expenses. 

She will be attending a workshop on 
bookbinding. It is at the Arrowmont School 


WB? / APRIL 2006 


of Arts on June 4-10. She will learn how to 
make handbound books. 

July 10-21 she will be going to Shelton, 
Washington for a workshop about sculpting 
portraits. The artist she will be learning from 
lived and studied portrait sculpting in Italy. 

“Portraits are one of my favorite things to 
do,” said Leeuw. 

She will take another workshop in August 
in New York. She will be learning from a 
French master sculptor. 

“T love to take a picture portrait, but I 
would like to learn to sculpt,” said Leeuw. 

She wants to draw portraits of important 
people in her life. She will then sculpt them 
with clay and write a mini-book about 
each of them. They will be displayed in 
Northrop’s media center. 

This was her fourth year trying after 
her previous win. She received one in 1995 
on her first try. After winners were able to 
reapply, she started applying again. 

“I was ecstatic and very happy,” said 
Leeuw. 
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Mr. and Miss Northrop 2006 


Flex it! After dieting and exercising for weeks, seniors Vincent Langohr and Jennifer 
Fuhrman were named Mr. and Miss Northrop at this year’s bodybuilding contest. 


Key Club volunteers, cleans up 


Key Club has been participating in many carnivals as part 
of its volunteering program. 

The members will help with Shambaugh Elementary 
school’s carnival on April 28. Then the club will help serve 
food at the Ft. Wayne Rescue Mission on May 4. 

Club members have also helped at local carnivals recently 
including The Grief Carnival. 

“We had a carnival called The Grief Carnival a couple 
weeks ago and that was with Erin’s House Foundation,” said 
Twyla Kendrick. 

The members of the club will be going downtown to help 
pick up as part of The Great American Clean-Up on May 20. 

“That's about all that we have going on for the rest of the 
year, all that’s left is getting officers for next year chosen,” 
said Kendrick. 


SADD preps Alcohol Awareness 


SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) is gearing 
up for its annual Alcohol Awareness Week, an essay contest, 
planting a tree and making chain links. 

The links are for every grade to be hung in the main 
hallway. The club will also have assemblies for each grade 
about alcohol awareness. 

SADD will be conducting a Red Ribbon Rampage. This 
consists of tying a red ribbon on a staff member’s door knob 
reminding everyone about the dangers of alcohol and drug 
abuse. 

“We are selling candy to pay for some of the expenses,” said 
SADD sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

Also, SADD has sent a grant through the drug and alcohol 
consortium, for the spring projects such as Alcohol Awareness 
Week. 
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Best Of Northrop talent 
celebration honors 


Practicing and performing every week 
and participating in competition lead some 
of Northrop’s academic groups to state. 

Although some of these groups may 
perform at the school, most of the student 
body doesn’t get a chance to see the talent 
the performers have to show. 

“Most of the students at Northrop haven’t 
seen their fellow classmates perform,” said 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

Ahlersmeyer put together a celebration, 
almost like a talent show, so that students 
could see some of the best performances at 
Northrop. 

“This was put together to showcase 
students who performed at state and didn’t 
get recognition,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

The groups that performed were 
Charisma, jazz band and the Bruinettes. 
Seniors Kendall Isadore and Phillip Blaine 
also performed, Isadore with the violin and 
Blaine on the piano. 

“There are a lot of talented kids here,” 
said Ahlersmeyer. 
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Astronomy Club puts telescope to use 


For the past two years, the Astronomy Club has been building a 
radio telescope from scratch on the front lawn and are now able to get it 
hooked up to be used. 

They will be using the scope to observe radio waves in deep space. 
Radio waves come from the sun and can be seen either during the day 
or at night. 

Joe Novoseo, an electronics engineer at ITT, has been working with 
the Astronomy Club, letting them use a four-foot dish he built inside his 
home. 

“It’s exciting to be able to use the scope,” said Astronomy Club 
leader Betty Jo Harper. 


Speech team places third overall 


Twenty-seven Bruin speakers headed to state recently, taking 
third overall with five Bruins playing individually. 

“We have a lot of young talent as well as a lot of senior 
talent,” said senior Maree Deventer, who was among the 27 
members at state. 

The speech team received third place overall with senior 
Megan Daniels taking home third in discussion, junior Samantha 
Goldsberry placing fourthin broadcasting and junior Zach 
Norris placing third in domestic extemp. 

Other placers included sophomore Nick Kwolek with second 
in foreign extemp and junior Mindy McDonald with a placement 
of seventh in domestic extemp. 

With a group of younger members, the speech team is happy 
with a third place at state. 

“We did really well. We’re a young team and third place is 
completely respectable,” said Deventer. 


WB? / APRIL 2006 


BATTLE its BULGE UPDATE-MONTH 3 


=BROWN TEAM 


Name: Lilly Mikol, foreign 
language 
Charity: S.C.A.N. (Stop Child 
Abuse and Neglect) 
Pounds Lost So Far: -2 

“Y’m working hard and eating 
a salad for lunch.” 


Name: Fiona Schultz, cafeteria 

assistant 

Charity: Alzheimer’s 

Association 

Pounds Lost So Far: -3.5 
“Knowing I have to weigh-in 

or I'd slough off.” -on her 

favorite part of the contest 


Name: Frankie Kovacs, business 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: -7 

“Trying to stay on track 
during the weekends and over 
Spring Break.” -on her obstacles 


Name: Jill Cross, Spanish 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -13 

“I’m up to 1 hour of cardio a 
day, six days a week.” 


Name: Jeff Cochran, math and 

science 

Charity: American Lung 

Association 

Pounds Lost So Far: -5.5 
“Being stressed out.” -on his 

obstacles 


Name: Peggy Williams, physical 
education 
Charity: Ft. Wayne Rescue 
Mission 
Pounds Lost So Far: -11.5 

“I’m real conscious about the 
nutrional value of things.” 


Name: April Castator, math 
Charity: March Of Dimes 
Pounds Lost So Far: -8.5 

“T like that teachers are 
grouping together and helping 
each other.” -on her favorite part 
of the contest 


Name: Nola Morris, English 
Charity: In As Much 
Pounds Lost So Far: -15.5 

“I feel better since I’ve 
lost the weight. I have more 
energy.” 


Name: Annette Leeuw, art 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: 0 

“T’ve been up and down. 
I’ve had good weeks and bad 
weeks.” 


Name: Vickie Petrie, Spanish 
Charity: Tri Kappa Sorority 
Pounds Lost So Far: -3 

“I’m getting into more 
clothes that I couldn’t get into 
for a while.” 


Name: Al Jacquay, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -.5 

“I’ve been eating healthier, 
but not exercising because 
I’m exhausted. I’m not eating 
junk as much.” 


Name: Dave Piepho, social 
studies 
Charity: Alzheimer’s 
Association 
Pounds Lost So Far: -11 

“lm exercising religiously 
two to three times a week.” 


Name: Joni Smith, math 
Charity: Ft. Wayne 
Community Foundation 
Pounds Lost So Far: -5 

“Just being aware of what 
I’m eating and doing.” -on 
her favorite part of the contest 


Name: Becky Griswold, art 
Charity: Ronald McDonald 
House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -7.5 

“T quit weighing myself 
because I felt like I was failing 
if | gained.” 


BROWN MONTH 3 LOSS: -93.5 POUNDS 


= ORANGE TEAM 


Name: Rita Dillman, office 
secretary 
Charity: American Red Cross 
Pounds Lost So Far: -16 

“It seems like I’m getting 
used to this and it’s getting 
easier to stay with my plan.” 


Name: Brian Taubert, band 

director 

Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 

Hospital 

Pounds Lost So Far: -38.5 
“I’m losing fat, but I’m 

also gaining muscle. I lose the 

weight a little slower.” 


Name: Carrie Moden, English 
Charity: American Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: -14 
“Talking to co-workers 
about how much we’ve lost. 
I’m getting excited about 
losing weight.” -on her 
favorite part of the contest 


Name: Gayle Springer, 
cafeteria assistant 
Charity: St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital 
Pounds Lost So Far: -6 

“T want to succeed. I was 
in the top ten and I want to 
stay in the top ten.” 


Name: Pete Baney, journalism 
Charity: Compassion 
International 
Pounds Lost So Far: -31 

“| haven't cheated a bit. 
I’ve lost over 30 pounds. For 
me that is a huge 
accomplishment.” 


Name: Dan Lively, history / 

economics 

Charity: American Cancer 

Society 

Pounds Lost So Far: -14 
“The next 10 pounds are 

going to be the hardest. 

I'll have to do more to lose 

weight.” 


Name: Reba Ervin, science 

Charity: National Kidney 

Foundation 

Pounds Lost So Far: -35.5 
“Sticking with exercising and 

eating right.” -on her obstacles 


Name: Barb Ahlersmeyer, 

principal 

Charity: Ronald McDonald 

House 

Pounds Lost So Far: -1 
“Teachers being involved 

and kidding around with each 

other.” -on her favorite part of 

the contest 


Name: Yvette Nichols, student 

services secretary 

Charity: American Cancer 

Society 

Pounds Lost So Far: +.5 
“Wanting to eat chocolate and 

sweets.” -on her obstacles 


Name: Judy Delamarter, 
office secretary 
Charity: Allen County Cancer 
Society 
Pounds Lost So Far: -10 

“I’m feeling better about 
myself and losing weight has 
helped me achieve that.” 


Name: LeeAnn Thompson, 

assistant principal 

Charity: Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority 

Pounds Lost So Far: -5 
“Finding time to exercise.” 

-on her obstacles 


Name: Marianne Klaffke, math 
Charity: Erin’s House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -8 

“Tm very motivated and very 


happy.” 


Name: Angie Love, math 
Charity: Whittington House 
Pounds Lost So Far: -1 

“My mental attitude has been 
an obstacle. I’m working toward 
a healthier lifestyle.” 


ORANGE MONTH 3 LOSS: -179.5 POUNDS 
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Social aspects and 
dangers of MySpace; 
FWCS also 


considering 
restriction of site 
districtwide 
TWIGNGNI ¥'S Latest F 
ARIEL CASE 


ZACH NORRIS 
ACA’SHA TERNET 


The computer screen slowly came to life with a back- 
ground of colorful bright neon hearts that appeared to be 
kid-drawn. 

The face of freshman Kasci Bumanglag suddenly lit up 
she zoned in to the new message from her friend. For Bumanglag, it 
her MySpace online community. 
ly colorful and decorated with things that portray me and 
my personality. [have a lot of pictures of me and my friends hanging 
out,” she said. 

Bumaneglag first created a MySpace at the beginning of the year. It now 
allows her and thousands of others to meet new friends and talk to 
current friends. 

“It’s a blog website for people to make friends. I get on to check my 


messages and to look at my comments,” she said. 
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MYSPACE PROFILE 


Female 
15 years old 

Ft. Wayne, IN 
Northrop 
freshman 


MySpace.com has become a very popular 
social website among teens all over America, 
hundreds of Bruins included. And this, as of 
late, is not only sparking newer and higher- 
tech ways for teens to chat, meet people and 
socialize, but it’s setting off FWCS concerns 
about distractions at school or online 
preditors after hours. 

With thousands of members, MySpace 
has become a huge hit with teens. Senior 
Evan Riley has also become a part of this 
craze. 

He can create a private community on 
MySpace to share photos and other details 
such as personal information and interests. 
Some interests and favorites include color, 
restaurant, ice cream and places to shop. 

“It’s a place where you can say what you 
want to say,” said Riley. 

MySpace is for everyone including 
friends who want to chat online, single 
people in search of a relationship, families 
keeping in touch, and many others. 

“The best thing is having the friends list. 
You don’t have to go through all the trouble 
of sending them an e-mail, you can just find 
their page click on it and send them a 
message,” said Riley. 

Sophomore Nate Riley, Evan’s younger 
brother, started a page too. Riley noticed 
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KASCI 
BUMANGLAG 


“Don't 
frown 
because 
you never 
know who’s 
falling in 
love with 
your smile!” 


> MYSPACE PROCESSES 1.5 BILLION PAGE VIEWS 
PER DAY (MORE THAN ALL OF THE MSN AND 


GOOGLE SITES COMBINED) 


Nate’s page one day and decided to have 
one started for himself. 

“T thought it was dumb at first, but I 
realized that it was a good way to keep in 
touch with your friends,” said Riley. 

His page is plain for the most part. 
There is no themed background nor any 
other kind of color besides the basics. He 
has only two pictures for viewing and 103 
friends on his page. 

While Riley logs on every couple of 
days to check his mail, leave comments 
or messages and look at some of his 
friends’ pages, Bumanglag finds herself 
on MySpace almost everyday if she has 
free time at the end of her day. For some, 
the MySpace community has plain turned 
into an online addiction. 

“You always want to get on to see 
who left you messages or comments,” 
explained Bumanglag. 

Riley agreed. 

“They get so into it that they lose touch 
with reality. They use it as a way of living. 
Every time I get on, it seems like the same 
people are always on,” he said. 

With the dangers of the Internet today, 
many people are beginning to ask if the 
MySpace website is a safe and entertain- 
ing site, or a hub for online predators. 
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: -) 65 MILLION REGISTERED SUBSCRIBERS 
@ 260,000 NEW USERS REGISTER EACH DAY 


< MYSPACE IS HANDLING 2.3 MILLION 
CONCURRENT USERS DURING THE DAY 


-source: weblogs.asp.net 


“It’s easy and you 
can personalize 
the pages.” 


-senior Cody Milestone 


For instance, in recent weeks there have 
been news reports about how two young 
boys set up a MySpace account, and in 
the process the boys and their local police 
department captured two registered sex of- 
fenders living in their area. 

MySpace is a division of The News 
Corporation which allows over 54 million 
users to find friends that share similar inter- 
ests, according to abclocal.com. 

But, the danger is not solely the respon- 
sibility of the website owners, but also the 
people using it. 

Internet safety over the years has greatly 
increased, but a number of security 
problems still are related to children who 
lie about their ages. Many personal pages 
also include pictures and too much personal 
detail about users, which adds to the danger. 

Security measures are always being cre- 
ated and increased, but to insure the overall 


Male 
18 years old 
Ft. Wayne, IN 
Northrop 
senior 


“In a way, | think 
that it can be 
dangerous because 
people can look at 
it weird without 
you knowing them.” 


-sophomore Lindsay 
Anderson 


Bruin bloggers, senior 
Evan Riley (right 
center) and fresh- 
man Kasci Buman- 
glag (above right) 
enter their MySpace 
online communi- 

ties. MySpace has 
become one of the 
fastest growing sites, 
however, there are 
dangers that include 
online predators. 


safety of America’s youth, many recommend 
everyday users of MySpace take responsibil- 
ity for their own personal safety. 

“1 think parents should control what 
their kids do on MySpace or the Internet in 
general,” said senior Stefan Martin. 

FWCS districtwide is also growing con- 
cerned. Recently, FWCS administrators and 
teachers have lobbied for MySpace access 
to be removed from school computers. The 
result is a new restriction now in the works 
to ban access Here, special filters would be 
developed and installed for the future. 

While there are dangers of online 
predators, Riley believes that it shouldn’t be 
the only danger for some users. 

“There’s always the uncertainty when you 
go outside your circle of friends,” said Riley. 

“You should use it to an extent, but there 
is a fine line between your personal life and 
your MySpace life.” 


WB? / APRIL 2006 


Bruin bloggers 


Average time on 
MySpace: 2.5 
hours per day 


-survey of 100 Bruins, 
guy/girl mix 
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Top spring players lead, kick off seasons 


Sherrill leads girls’ field events as 
top shot put and discus thrower 


the girls’ track and field team since her freshman year. 
This year she has broken two school records, one for 
discus throwing 132 feet, 11 inches, and for shot put throwing it 43 
feet, 5.5 inches. 

Sherrill has earned a full-ride scholar- 
ship to Indiana State University and will 
be nominated for the Indiana Academic 
All-State Honor Roll at the end of this year. 
WB? How long have you been on the track 
team? 

FS: For Northrop, four years. I’ve been run- 
ning since middle school though. 

WB? How did you become interested in 
track? 

FS: My parents. I was small, strong and 
quick and they thought I would be good at 
it, so I tried out. 

WB? What's that motivates you in track? 
FS: My family and fellow teammates. 

WB? What's something about you that no one knows? 

FS: I’m shy, but when I know people I talk a lot. 


Gis Faith Sherrill has been throwing shot put and discus on 


Wims leads boys’ track as defending 
state champ in the 200-meter dash 


ning on its side for 4 years now. 

Wims is the defending state champion in the 200 meter 
dash and is among the area’s top sprinters according to the Journal 
Gazette. 

Last season Wims improved a school 
record in the 200, running 21.2 seconds. 
WB? How long have you been in track? 
SW: Since seventh grade, but for 
Northrop, four years. 

WB? How did you become interested in 
running track? 

SW: I thought I was fast, so I wanted to 
try it out. 

WB? What's something about you that 
nobody knows? 

SW: I have scoliosis. 

WB? What's your favorite part about 
being on the track team? 

SW: Winning meets and our team unity. 

WB? What inspires you to run? 

SW: My competition and wanting to win. 


Te boys’ track and field team has had senior Scott Wims run- 


Baseball led by Holy as co-captain, 
pitcher and center 


orn with a bat in his hands, senior 
B Andrew Holy is helping lead the 
Bruins to several victories already. 

He’s been playing on Northrop’s 
baseball team since his freshman year. This 
senior year he is a co-captain along with 
senior Ryan Ehlerding, a pitcher and also a 
center fieldier. 

Last season, Holy had a batting aver- 
age of .313 and batted in 25 runners. This 
season Holy’s batting average is .480. A 
perfect batting average is a one. 

WB? How long have you been playing 
baseball? 

AH: Since I was five years old, but I’ve been playing for four years 
at Northrop. 

WB? What's your favorite part about playing? 

AH: The atmosphere, the team and just the love for the game. 
WB? What motivates you to play? 

AH: The hopes of being able to play college baseball. 

WB? How did you get involved in playing baseball? 

AH: I've played since I can remember. My parents say I was born 
with a bat in my hands. 

WB? What goals do you have for the future? 

AH: I want to get a degree in economics and then go to law 
school, but I really want to play college baseball. 
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Zeedyk pitcher for softball; gives up 
no runs in first game 


he softball team comes back this 
| year to defend its 2005 sectional title 
on the shoulders of senior Meghan 

Zeedyk and sophomore Chloe Hedges. 

This season, Zeedyk has pitched one 
inning at Huntington North where she had 
one strike out, and gave up no runs. 

The lady Bruins are 1-2 with a win on 
opening day to West Noble. 
WB? What is your favorite part about 
softball? 
MZ: Being out on the mound and pitching. 
Also, having fun with the team. 
WB? What can we look forward to this 
season? 
MZ: We have a completely new varsity team, and our defense is 
getting better. 
WB? What motivates you to play softball? 
MZ: College, playing on Indiana Tech’s team next year. 
WB? How did you get involved with softball? 
MZ: When I was four, my parents just decided to get me involved 
with softball, so I just did it. 
WB? What are you goals for this season? 
MZ: To get better at my pitching, to improve on my fielding and 
batting, and to prepare for college softball. 
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PROM 2006 
$25 GIFT CA 


RECEIVE YOUR GIFT CARD THROUGH: 
YOUR LOUIE’S PROM REPRESENTATIVE, 
IN YOUR MAILBOX, OR AT THE LOUIE'S 


TUX SHOP NEAREST YOU 


EL O-G A Tf ueors ms 


SOUTH BEND 
ERSKINE VILLAGE (574) 291-0496 


ELKHART 
CONCORD MALL (574) 875-8514 


MICHIGAN CITY 
LAKE PARK CENTER (219) 872-1609 


PORTAGE 
PORTAGE COMMONS SHOPPING 
CENTER (219). 764-3825 


MERRILLVILLE 
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN AT 
SOUTHLAKE (219) 769-3460 


MISHAWAKA 

5205 N. GRAPE RD (574) 272-2486 
MARION 

VALLEY VIEW PLAZA (765) 664-3888 
KOKOMO . 
BOULEVARD CROSSING (765) 236-1342 


FORT WAYNE 

JEFFERSON POINTE SHOPPING 
CENTER (260) 434-0028 

FORT WAYNE 

Essie ch Tea Ay do ie he be NES GLENBROOK MALL (260) 483-7555 


MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR SOUVENIR OF THE BIG NIGHT. 
GUYS KEEP THE GARTER AND THE LADIES KEEP THAT BOW TIE. 


LADIES GENTLEMEN 
LOUIE'S HAS THE LOUIE'S HAS EVERY 
LARGEST SELECTION COLOR BOW TIE 
OF GARTERS STARTING IMAGINABLE FOR 
AT ONLY $6.95 ONLY $10 


BeerresSTUXSHOP.COM 


2 MAKING YOU THE EVENT SINCE 1948. 


All-SAC Bunner driving strong for boys’ golf 


unior Alex Bunner returns from his sophomore AIlI-SAC season to lead the boys’ golf 
team, which only lost two seniors from a year ago. 
At the Bruin Invitational this year, Bunner led the Bruins with a third place finish, 
with a leading final score of 76. 
WB? When did you start golf and what motivated you? 
AB: When I was eight. I guess I just wanted to try a new sport. 
WB? What are your goals for this season? 
AB: I want to make All-SAC and All-Area, and I want our team to 
go to state. 
WB? What is your favorite part about golf? 
AB: | like it because it is an individual sport, you don’t have to 
rely on your teammates. It’s all about you. 
WB? How is the team looking? 
AB: We have everyone except one person returning for varsity, so 
we should be pretty good. 
WB? What accomplishments have you achieved? 
AB: I made All-SAC last year, and I won some tournaments over 
the summer. 
WB? What is something people don’t know about you? 
AB: I really get mad at myself, and I put a lot of pressure on my- 
self, but I don’t show it. 


Oren smashes competiton to lead girls’ tennis 


he girls’ tennis team will be led by seniors Leah Oren and Kendall Isadore. The Lady 
Bruins lost its star player Sachik Janek last season. 
So far this year, the lady Bruins are 2-3. Oren also has an individual record of 2-3 for 
her matches. 

WB? How did you get involved in tennis? 

LO: My entire family has played, my dad was second in the city when he was fourteen, so 
I started my freshman year. 

WB? What is the season outlook? 

LO: This year is going to be a building year, they are a great 
group of girls, and it should be a lot of fun. 

WB? What are your goals for this season? 

LO: I didn’t set any goals, basically I told myself to try my hard- 
est and do my best. 

WB? What accomplishments have you achieved in the past? 
LO: When I was a sophomore. I was number two doubles with 
Meghan Geary, where we won sectionals for our team. 

WB? What other players will lead the team with you? 

LO: Andrea Cox and Kendall Isadore will help me lead the team 

this year. 


Sister gets Malone interested in boys’ volleyball 


enior Ryan Malone has been playing on Northrop’s volleyball team for a 
Ge now. His sister, sophomore Kylee Malone, a member of 
the girls’ team is the one who got him interested in it. Last 
season the boys’ placed third in the city tournament. 
WB? How long have you been playing volleyball? 
RM: I’ve been playing for one year. 
WB? How did you get interested in it? 
RM: My sister is a sophomore and plays for Northrop’s volleyball 
team. 
WB? What is your favorite part about playing? 
RM: Seeing my competition. 
WB? What are your plans for the future? 
RM: I have a soccer scholarship to St. Francis University. 
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Baseball hits grand 
slam in scrimmage 


nce I finally made it to the 
(_)esost field to observe practice, 

most of the guys were already 
there with a few stragglers running in 
right behind me. They all ran to the 
baseball shed and began to grab rakes 
to prepare the 
field for the days 
practice. 

“Let's go grab 
a rake,” yelled 
senior co-captain 
Andrew Holy. 

I noticed the 
coaches were also 
helping to get the 
field prepared. 

Head coach 
Rob Milledge was 
nearby as well as 
assistant coach Brandon Basham. 

Not only did they rake the field, the 
whole team also got out what they called 
diamond dry to dry up the wet spots. 
Player after player came out of the shed 
with a dark green and white bag and 
began pouring. 

The field was now prepared. The play- 
ers gathered in a circle to stretch, led by 
Holy and senior co-captain Ryan 
Ehlerding. They started with their arms. 

Shortly after that, the team headed 
to the dugout for a speech given by 
Milledge. He spoke of how he wanted the 
season to go and how they were unfairly 
ranked sixth in the SAC. Milledge said 
that even though they were ranked sixth 
they were better than that and they 
would prove themselves at their first 
game of the season. 

“You've got to be smart,” he said mo- 
tivating his team. “You got to do a lot of 
easy things and a couple of great things.” 

After the meeting the boys split into 
varsity and JV and began a scrimmage 
game, putting their skills to the test. The 
coaches would occasionally stop them 
and tell them things to improve their 
games, using players as examples to 
demonstrate proper technique. 

It worked and seemed to help both 
varsity and JV teams. The varsity got to 
experience real game occurrences. JV 
players used the scrimmage to learn new 
skills to improve. 

The baseball teams work hard. I think 
they should be good this season under 
a strong and determined head coach, 
Milledge, as well as under the strong 
leadership of Holy and Ehlerding. 


Lines 


TELYSHA 
RICHARDSON 
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Senior Tamara 
Adams is one 
of the top 
runners for the 
girls’ track and 
field team this 
season. She is 
undefeated in 
her races, and is 
hoping to lead 
the girls to its 
seventh state 
championship. 


Adams leads girls’ 
track; help from Sherrill 
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The girls’ track season has started. The 
Lady Bruins have a record of 10-3. Its next 
meet is on April 29 for the Lime City Relays 
at Huntingtion North at noon. 

“It’s going to be really close at SAC with 
us going against Concordia. We will have 
to bring our A game,” said head coach Matt 
Miller. 

One of the top athletes this season is 
senior Tamara Adams. Her events are the 100 
meter hurdle, the 300 meter hurdle and also 
the 4x4 relay. Adams plans on running track 
in college at Jacksonville Universtiy. 

She is undefeated so far in all of her races. 
She helps lead the team along with senior 
Faith Sherrill. 

“T think I’ll do good at SAC, I plan to win 
all my races like I’ve done before, but there 
is some good competition against a girl from 
Harding and Muncie Central,” said Adams. 

The Lady Bruins are looking to win its 
seventh straight win at state title this season. 


Boys’ golf in full swing 
after loss of two seniors 


The boys’ golf team began its season after 
only losing a few seniors from the previous 
year. 

“We did real well in contention for the 
SAC. We got out in sectionals, not so well in 
regionals, but we still did really well,” said 
head coach Dan Gibson. 

The entire team is returning except for 
two members. While one of those not return- 
ing was a starter for varsity, Gibson said that 
the team shouldn’t be too affected by the 
loss. 

“The expectation (for the team) is to do 
as good, if not better, than last year,” said 
Gibson. 

Top players this season are juniors Alex 
Bunner, Nick Minnich, and also senior Evan 
Riley. 

Bunner was AII-SAC last season, and is in 
hopes of a repeat. 
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Boys’ track and field on the move; 
Wims, Johnson, Dowdell leading the way 


This year the boys’ track and field 
team is starting it’s season ranked 
number two in the state coaches poll. 

The Bruins have defeated both 
Harding and Dwenger. Seniors Scott 


Wims, Luke Johnson, and Chuck Dowdell 


are the leading scorers for the boys’ track 
and field team this season. 
“We havea young team, but there is a 
lot of up and coming talent,” said Wims. 
On April 18 the boys’ competed in a 
meet against Elmhurst, South Side and 


Baseball led by Holy, 
Ehlerding 


Northrop’s baseball team played its 
first game, a doubleheader, of the season 
against Richmond on April 1. 

In the first game the team won witha 
score of 6-1 but then fell short in the 
second game with a score of 4-5. 

“We played well. Everyone did their 
job like they were suppose to, “ said 
senior Ryan Ehlerding. 

Varsity played its first five games 
during Spring Break. 

“We have to work a lot harder because 
we have a young team,” said Ehlerding. 

The team’s next game is April 27 
against Snider. 


Girls’ tennis strong 
after two defeats 


The girls’ tennis team started out the 
year losing to Carroll and then to East 
Noble. Then the lady Bruins came out 
strong and defeated the Generals. 

“We have a fairly young team that is 
inexperienced,” said head coach Shane 
Crager. “This is a rebuilding year for us. 
We're trying to start from the ground 


up. 

The team’s top players are freshman 
Kylee Wierks, sophomore Leah Smith 
and senior Andrea Cox, according to 
Crager. 

By the end of the year, the team hopes 
to be competitive in all of its matches. 


“Single players are our strength. We’re 


working on getting better with doubles,” 
said Crager. “They’re a great bunch to 
work with but they need to work harder 
in the off-season.” 
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North Side. 

The leading scorer in the meet was Wims 
winning the 100 meter dash and also placing 
first in the 200 meter dash. 

Other leading scorers included juniors 
Casey Johnson, Bobby Moldovan and 
sophomore Chris McDougal. 

“We do have a young team, but there is a 
lot of up and coming talent,” said Wims. 

A few new runners for the boys’ are se- 
niors David Petty, Sam Pech-Scott, and Brian 
Abernathy. 


Softball strikes out West 
Noble in first game 


The softball team began its season with 
a 3-5 record. The girls’ started the season 
with a win on opening day versus West 
Noble. The team also beat Eastside and 
Carroll. 

“T think we have potential to go far this 
year,” said senior Meghan Zeedyk. 

Sophomore Chloe Hedges has pitched 
in seven of the eight games, she is 3-4 for 
the Lady Bruins. 

Upcoming games for the lady Bruins 
include Carroll on April 29 at Carroll, 
North Side on May 1 at North Side, and 
then it plays Bellmont on May 2 at Bell- 
mont. 


Boys’ volleyball 
welcomes Kitrush 


The boys’ volleyball team has been 
practicing for weeks to prepare. The team 
started up its season with an away game 
at Dwenger. 

This year’s captains are seniors Rudy 
Lechuga and Ryan Malone. 

“It’s pretty exciting to work witha 
bunch of new people,” said Lechuga on 
what it is like to be a captain. 

The boys’ are coached by Nate 
Kitrush. He took over this season for last 
year’s coach Mike Nauhauser. 

To catch the team in action, its next 
game is May 2. 

This game will be a five way match 
against Carroll, Wayne, Dwenger and 
Huntington North at Wayne. The games 
begin at 6 p.m.. 


Yeah Yeah Yeahs on fire with Show Your Bones 


or rock fans who know, the Ramones 
Re Blondie are two great bands from 

New York that over the past few de- 
cades have topped the charts and provided 
America with music that no one will ever 
forget. Now from New York, the Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs has a very distinct sound not like any 
other that is about to play the same role as 
their elders. 

The Yeah Yeah Yeahs’s latest CD now in 
stores is Show Your Bones, a mix of instru- 
mental slow and yet punchy rock. 

I love lead singer Karen O. She has this 
tiny but strong voice that comes out of a little 
body and that can’t be missed. The rest of the 
band is amazing too. The electronic sound 
makes their music so different that I don’t 
know why someone couldn’t like it. 

In ‘03 The Yeah Yeah Yeahs’s Fever To Tell 
came out. The album included the band’s 
singles “Date With the Night” and “Maps.” 
The band’s past album Fever To Tell is one of 
my favorite albums of all time, so I was defi- 
nitely excited when Show Your Bones came 
out. 

These albums have two totally different 
sounds. Fever To Tell was a lot more upbeat, 
but Show Your Bones is still great. 

The first single off the album “Gold Lion” 
is a good example of what the album sounds 
like. It doesn’t give off the wrong impression 
like most bands do. 

The album is so good that it’s hard to 
choose a favorite song. “Way Out” starts off 
soft and at first I thought it would be boring, 
but as the song goes on, it is very easy to get 
into. 

Another song “Phenomena” repeats the 
lyric “Something like a phenomena” over 
and over again in the chorus, but it sticks in 
your head. 

One problem with this album was that 
after listening to the first half of the album, 


it felt like the songs were getting slower. 
The album just seemed to keep going on 
and on. It was best to shuffle the songs 
around. 

It was hard to find a song on the 
album that wasn’t good. My least favorite 
was “Warrior” because 
parts of the song get 
boring, but at the end 
ee oof the song the band 
gets more into it. 

- gy This album will 

: always hold a place in 
my collection and is 
great to listen to in any 
kind of mood. 


Check It Out 


ona 


i Everyone should 
SARAH take time to listen to 
LEAVELL The Yeah Yeah Yeahs. 


They don’t sound like a 

normal rock band, yet 
have a foreign sound that will open your 
ears to a new type of fun music. Whether 
the whole album or just one song, this 
band is worth a chance. A 


TISZAV31 HVAVS JO ASSLYNOD OLOHd 


The new Show Your Bones by The Yeah 
Yeah Yeahs has a mix of instrumental 
catchy rock, including “Gold Lion.” 


Check This Out 


Other bands with female lead singers 


Garbage —_ Hole 


Joan Jett and The Blackhearts 


| fe Doubt 


Blondie 
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New York City Bands 


The Velvet 
¢ Undergound 


The Ramones 
Talking Heads 


Television 


The Patti Smith 
Group 


Blondie 


Luna 


Interpol 


The Strokes 


1 The New York 
*Dolls 


-source: about.com 
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Purple beaded dress 
Store: The Perfect Dress 
Price: $398 


White heels 
Store: Payless 
Price: $29.99 


ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARAH LEAVELL 


Top places to buy dresses 
ieee Daves 4. J.C. Penney 


2. Internet 5. Perfect Dress 


3% David's Bridal -survey of 100 Bruins, guy/girl mix 
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Best 
areund the Cerner restaurants 


for prom 
% 


1. Casa Grille 


White tuxedo 
Store: After Hours 
Price: $99 rental 


2. Olive Garden 


3. Casa Mare 


4. Cork ’N Cleaver 
5. Cheddar’s 


-survey of 100 Bruins, 
guy/girl mix 


Checklist: 


Black and white shoes 
Store: After Hours 
Price: $30 rental 


tuxedo 


corsage 


Top tuxedo rental stores 


1. Louie’s Tux Shop 4.L.S. Ayres shoes 


2. Men’s Wearhouse 5. self-owned 


money 
3. After Hours -survey of 100 Bruins, guy/girl mix 
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American sacrifices are making a difference in lraq 


STAFF 


he What's Bruin? staff says 
don’t be misled by alleged 
negative reports by the media 
regarding Iraq. Progress is being 
made. 

A majority of staff believe 
Americans are making a difference 
one way or the other, although it 
may not be reported as such. 

It cannot be dowplayed the 
significance of Americans “getting 
Saddam” (claimed by most staff) as 
the largest accomplishment that is 
making the difference. 

Other reasons to be hopeful 
include: the rebuilding of a collective 
infrastructure and schools, the 
formation of a new Iraqi police 
force and military, along with the 
election of political officials, and the 
drafting of a new Iraqi 
constitution. 

These major 
points factor into the 
abolishing of Saddam 
Hussein’s dictatorship 
and the creation of 
a new democracy 
now run by the Iraqi 
people. Another item 
to consider is how 
the war shows our 
support for democracy, 
which will then send a 
message to the rest of 
the Middle East that 
their time is up, and 
that Americans will not 
stand for theocracies 
and dictatorships that 
support terrorists 
anymore. 

On the other hand, 
a minority of staff 
do recognize that 
although the above 
items are happening, 
hope of what we’re 
doing lasting is 
minimal. What we’re 
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accomplishing may not stand the 
test of time. 

Here, the fact that this is the third 
year since the beginning of the Iraq 
war, combined with rumors of an 
Iraq civil war erupting and possibly 
one informally going on now, may 
be leaving Americans with a war 
weariness and insistence to pull out 
at any cost. 

True, with a growing number of 
American and Iraqi casualties due to 
insurgent attacks, it is a fact that an 
unorganized government without 
the backing of a powerful military 
cannot withstand this kind of 
instability for long. But, it’s almost 
guaranteed if American troops leave 
right now. 

Most of What's Bruin? also 
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believes that President Bush is 
doing a good job running the war in 
general. But also agree that he could 
still do better, especially when it 
comes to planning and reporting the 
timing of things. 

Some in the minority claim that 
Bush is overall incompetent when 
it comes to dealing with the Middle 
East. This mainly felt because of the 
number of dead American soldiers 
from this war. 

Still, there is progress amid the 
sacrifice. Furthermore, the sacrifices 
of the American dead will not be in 
vain, and the Iraqis now forming a 
free government will be worth it, 
to shape the future of generations 
bringing a previously unknown 
peace to the Middle East. 
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Education placing a greater responsiblility on teachers 


merica’s youth deserves the best 
Aster possible. But with the 

accountability and shortages of 
teachers, America’s youth are being cheated 
from the tools needed for the future. 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “An 
investment in knowledge always pays the 
best interest.” This statement is true, and 
it is why standards for education must be 
improved. 

Currently in the United States, teachers 
are in high demand, but the problem is that 
there simply aren’t enough to go around. 

According to a September article of 
usnews.com, the No Child Left Behind policy 
has created new testing requirements that 
are gaining more attention. Federal law 
states that all children deserve fine teachers. 
With staffing shortages during the past 
few years, too many teachers with sub-par 
credentials are assigned to subjects out of 
their field. 

By the end of this year all teachers of core 
academic classes must be “highly qualified” 
to teach their accepted courses. 

In order to encourage teachers to go an 
extra step for education, many schools are 


offering incentives. For college teachers that 
meet the law’s standards, some will receive 
the promise of a free master’s degree, fully 
paid health insurance, and job-search help 
for their spouse. 

Usually, recruiters are sent out to schools 
to recruit young students 
that excel in the fields of 
athletics and academics. 
But now, recruiters are 
going to schools looking 
for qualified teachers 
that meet standard 
requirements. 

The shortages of 
teachers have not only 
been occurring in large 
urban areas, but they have 
also started to increase in 
smaller rural towns. 

Clark County, Nevada 
has sent out over 100 
recruiters in search of teachers. This small 
county alone is in need of over 2,000 
teachers. In order to reach this quotient, 
schools are giving out signing bonuses and 
generous retirement packages. 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


A shortage of teachers in classrooms 
is very important, but the main focus for 
schools across the country is boosting the 
quality of veteran teachers. 

Under the No Child Left Behind act, 
each state has the right to determine the 
training of veteran teachers. Most states in 
the past have excused teachers from taking 
qualification tests or taking substantial 
subject-area courses. 

However, according to information sent 
into the Department of Education, half of 
the states in America now report that highly 
qualified teachers are teaching more than 90 
percent of core academic classes. 

With the problems of shortages and the 
accountability levels of teachers, America’s 
youth are the ones that are suffering. 

However, there still is hope for these 
students. With the advancements that states 
and the U.S. Department of Education are 
taking, teachers are being encouraged to 
qualify themselves. 

Teachers, states and even students are 
placing an investment into education, 
hoping that this new knowledge will add to 
the interest in America’s future. 


Scientology takes on South Park over new episode 


veryone’s favorite school cafeteria 
E worker and ladies man, Chef, from 

South Park, has been brutally burned, 
impaled and torn apart by a cougar and bear. 

I hope you're happy Scientology. 

Taking a break from psychiatric drug 
bashing and couch jumping, Tom Cruise has 
started a crusade to keep a recent episode of 
South Park titled “Trapped in the Closet” off 
the air. 

This episode featured a cartoon version 
of Cruise locking himself in a closet and 
refusing to come out after being told, “Well, 
you re not the guy who played Napoleon 
Dynamite, but you’re okay I guess,” by Stan, 
commenting on Cruise’s acting ability. 

Stan is, of course, one of the four 
infamous South Park fourth graders (the one 
with the blue and red hat) that starred in the 
episode as Scientology’s said reincarnation 
of science-fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, the 
founder of Scientology. 

Cruise’s efforts worked. The re-run of the 
episode was pulled just before it was about 
to be aired. Paramount is the producer of 
this summer’s Mission Impossible II (MI:3), 
and also owns Viacom which, in turn, owns 
Comedy Central who airs South Park. 

Cruise, who stars in MI:3, was rumored to 
have threatened Paramount not to promote 
the movie if the South Park episode was 


re-aired. Cruise’s representative Arnold 
Robinson later denied this claim. 

This although did not convince Matt 
Stone and Trey Parker, the creators of South 
Park. They also issued a statement through 
their attorney saying: 

“So Scientology, you may have won THIS 
battle, but the million- 
year war for earth has 
just begun! Temporarily 
anozinizing (a word 
Parker and Stone made 
up) our episode will NOT 
stop us from keeping 
Thetans forever trapped in 
your pitiful man-bodies.... 
You have obstructed us for 
now, but your feeble bid 


Common 
Sense 


to save humanity will fail! 
NICK Hail Xenu!” 
STIEBER Indeed. This is, of 


course, a dual summary 

and mockery of 
Scientologist beliefs. And yes, this includes 
Thetans trapped in pitiful man-bodies at this 
very moment. 

Scientology also had a member of its 
church up its sleeve: Isaac Hayes. Hayes, the 
voice of Chef and a long-time Scientologist, 
reportedly quit the show before the re-run 
of the closet episode, citing South Park’s 
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religious “intolerance and bigotry.” 

This is in contrast to a comment he 
also made to The Onion satire magazine 
defending South Park after the episode 
originally aired last November. Hayes 
stated, “I told them not to take this stuff 
seriously. If you do, you'll get in trouble. 
Just enjoy it.” 

Hayes was also seen in November at the 
annual Blues Ball in Memphis singing his 
hit song from the show, “Chocolate Salty 
Balls,” to the crowd. 

We can conclude one of two things from 
this. Either Hayes is extremely bipolar or 
somebody got to him and made him quit. 

I choose the conspiracy theory. 

In the first episode of the new season, 
Stone and Parker put a string of old audio 
clips together for Chef’s voice. 

The result was an episode where The 
Super Adventure Club brainwashes Chef 
into being a child molester. In case you 
didn’t get it, the Super Adventure Club is 
the The Church of Scientology. Ouch. 

In the end, Chef dies and Kyle (the South 
Park character with the green hat) speaks 
at his funeral, saying that it wasn’t Chef's 
fault that his brains got scrambled. “It was 
that fruity little Club,” said Kyle. 

Scientology that is. 

Well said. 
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What's 


your 


favorite 


TV 


show and 
why? 


“Two and a 
The kid in it 
funny.” 


“Power Block. It’s 


three hours of nothing 


but car shows.” 


-junior Joel Bravick 


it because 


“Mind Of Mencia. \t’s 
funny, and it makes 
me laugh.” 


-freshman Chase Neuenschwander 
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Half Men. 
is really 


-senior Sarah Badenhop 


“Laguna Beach. | like 


all of the 


drama is interesting.” 


-sophomore Kristina lvanovska 
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Schools are 
invading students: 
personal privacy 


TIM BRADBURN 


rivacy is freedom from unauthorized 
Piss: It is the state of being let alone and 

being able to keep certain personal matters 
to oneself. Are schools giving us enough privacy 
outside of school? 

Schools have been getting into the private lives of 
students and teachers lately. 

Recently two Snider wrestling coaches, the head 
wrestling coach and assistant coach, were arrested 
for public intoxication while in Indianapolis. 

FWCS board members decided that the coaches 
would lose their coaching jobs for at least 2 years, 
but will be able to keep their teaching jobs. They will 
be able to reapply for the coaching jobs in 2 years 
but will not necessarily get those jobs back. 

Even though they were in Indianapolis for a 
wrestling meet, they didn’t do it while the wrestlers 
were around. The wrestlers may have never known 
if the FWCS board didn’t bring it up. 

Schools are also cracking down on students at 
blogging sites such as myspace.com. The website 
is an online community that allows people to meet 
new or old friends. 

Schools are punishing students for what they 
put on their sites. Students are being suspended 
for pictures of themselves with alcohol and drugs. 
They are also punished for saying hateful remarks 
about a school faculty member. While the latter is 
disrespectful and prohibited, it is still a part of free 
speech. Just because it is prohibited by MySpace 
doesn’t mean that schools can place punishment. 

Eighty percent of Rhode Island schools have 
banned myspace.com from schools and has put a 
filter on it. FWCS has also put a filter that prevents 
students from accessing MySpace. The school 
has a right to say what goes on in the school, but 
schools stretch out their power too far when they 
are punishing students for actions done outside of 
school. 

Schools have also taken action against students 
that teepee houses, mainly during homecoming 
week. It should be the parents’ and police force’s 
responsibility to investigate and punish, not the 
schools’. Eventhough homecoming is a school event, 
the students are outside of school property and 
should be under other supervision. 

Students and teachers should have the right to 
privacy. Schools should stay out of the student’s and 
teacher’s home life. They have no privacy which 
impacts their freedom to do what they want to. 

It is the parents’ responsibility to take action 
and watch their child’s sites and what they do 
online at home. The parents should be the only 
ones punishing kids for actions outside of school. 
The teachers can be handled by law enforcement if 
needed. 


Do athletics overshadow academics too much? 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


been waiting all week to show off their hard work. 
Minds have been drifting off during class thinking about 
this Friday’s game. 

Skipping out of finishing homework, some athletes head to 
practice and when they arrive home go straight to bed, leaving no 
time for studying. 

Ever notice morning announcements? Not a lot is said about 
academic honors and achievements, it’s mainly based on sports. 

It’s understandable, because announcements are based mainly 
on what's current, and sports happen two to three times a week. 

Not much is ever mentioned about academic achievements. If 
more athletes had academic honors they would be more likely to be 
announced. 

Some athletes do overshadow academic activities. That’s not 
saying all do, but there are many that rather put all of their mental 
state into their sport rather than into their homework. 

Although athletes have to maintain a 2.0 GPA, some athletes just 
slough off with barely passing grades. 

It’s hard balancing school and sports, so most people usually 
just put all their effort into one or the other. 

It’s a good idea that there is a certain GPA that must be reached 
or else most athletes might not even try in school anymore. 

Academics should always overrule athletics. Even if there is an 
amazing athlete in high school, they should place a greater role on 
their education. 

In the off chance they do make it, what happens if an injury 
causes that player to quit mid-season of their first year. They still 
have about 30 years of working time left 
before retirement. 

Knowledge from academics, can 
take someone a lot further than athletic 
ability. 

New ideas state that athletes should 
have to have a study hall after school 
with coaches available to help. 

Northrop has recently adopted a 
program, which offers study sessions 
before and after school, to help improve 
and maintain grades. 

Most likely if there is a game the day 
of a final, students aren’t going to put as 
much time and effort into studying as 
they could have. 

Of 65 teams participating in the 
men’s NCAA Tournament 42 failed 
to graduate more than half of its 
players, according to a recent study 
based on the 2004 NCAA Graduation 
Rates Report. 

It just proves that most athletes aren’t 
that concerned with academics when 
there is practice to attend and games to 
play. 

When all else fails, you still have 
your brain. So educate it. 


ik big game is this Friday night. The teams star athletes have 
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CLINT SPAHR 


Athletes are allegedly getting an unfair amount of 
recognition compared to students with outstanding grades. 

Athletic achievements are recounted every morning on the 
announcements. Students receive the scores from the games and 
notable deeds of athletes. 

Academically gifted students are given recognition too, in what 
is called the honor roll. The list of honor roll students is printed 
in most major newspapers found in any given school’s area. This 
list of achievers isn’t read over the announcements due to time 
constraints. 

There isn’t time to sit and listen to every name of every student 
who received some kind of honor for a high grade point average. 

Sports are a way that schools can gain their identity in the 
community. It usually isn’t until college that a school will become 
well-known for housing intellectually elite students. 

Many people know which high school has the best or most 
successful football team, but significantly fewer people know which 
school has the highest average GPA. In addition to that, students 
also know who has the better team in a given sport, while being 
unaware of the level of academic excellence at any given school in 
the area. 

While groups such as the National Honors Society put in 
just as much hard work and sacrifice as typical athletes, their 
achievements are given less attention by the student body as a 
whole. 

A spectacle cannot be made over a good report card, because it 
simply doesn’t appeal to the masses. Sporting events are definately 
more of a crowd pleaser. 

In my time attending Northrop 
I’ve been to one athletic event and one 
academic event as a spectator. I can 
honestly say there is just more to report 
on at a sporting event. 

Furthermore, common students 
can easily understand terms found 
to describe parts of an athletic event. 
Everyone knows what a touchdown is 
for football, significantly fewer students 
understand the scoring system used in 
speech events. 

An editorial on www.whoopis.com 
states that sport winners are given 
personalized awards, while academic 
stars are given medals that are virtually 
indistinguishable, by event or recipient. 

However, I’ve seen the trophies for 
major speech tournament winners, and 
they’re just as big and impressive as any 
football trophy. The honor the speech 
team receives, with these trophies, shows 
that they are awarded just as much for 
their achievements as talented athletes. 

Let’s be honest. Sports achievements 
do overshadow academic achievements. 
But they don’t overshadow too much. 


Te seems to be a really touchy subject with some people. 


SHELBY VORNDRAN 
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Flower Nook 


9119 Lima Rd. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 


In White Swan Plaza 


C halta nt 
Chiropractic Center 


“The doctor of the future 
will give no medicines, 
but will interest his patients 
in the care of the 
human frame, in diet, 
and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.” 
-Thomas Edison- 
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Phone: 489-9626 
Fax: 489-6682 


“We Are A Full Service Florist” 


DR. DAVID B. CHALFANT 
482-2206 

5931 STONEY CREEK DR. 

FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


WWW.CHALFANTCHIROPRACTIC.COM 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
APRIL 2006 or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


WHAT’S BRUIN? is the official student RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 


newsmagazine of Northrop High School weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WE publish monthly September-May 

-- usually mid to last half of the month WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 

UPON publication, What's Bruin? will be National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 

set in marked blue tubs in the commons and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 
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Se FIRST TANNING VISIT 


TANNING CENTERS 


Mon-Thurs 8-9 Friday 8-8 Saturday 8-5 Sunday 10-5 
1533 W. Dupont Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN (Northbrook Village-corner of Dupont & Lima Roads) 


490-7775 


¢ No Appointment Necessary 


e Our Tanning Minutes Never Expire 
Australian g P 


Sitodiahy 


Gold. e No Membership Or Contract Necessary 


200 MINUTES of 
4 Nonth Unlimited 


ony DoD 


00 MINUTES 
ONLY $19 
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HIGH QUALITY HOT TANNING BULBS IN ALL BEDS! 


Ludae d 


Beauty College 


ont Animal Care Cen 


Complete Cate For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Ohedience Training and Pet Supple 


534 East Dupont Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


Firefly 


Coffee House 
3523 N. Anthony Blvd. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 


373-0505 
“Meet me at the Firefly’ 


Full Expresso Bar + Specialty Frozen Drinks Gourmet Pastries 
Light Breakfast Items + Great Salads & Sandwiches 
Live Music Weekends + Local Art Exhibited + Outdoor Seating 


Hours 
M-Th 6:30 a.m.-10p.m. 
Fri 6:30 a.m.-11p.m. 
Sat 7 a.m.-Tlo.m. 
SUN 6a.M.-7b.m, 


www.fireflycoffeehousefw.com 


1824 West Dupont Road 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 


260-969-6955 


FREE Girts With Att Or Our Prom SERVICES 


HOURS 
Monday-Thursday: 9a.m-8 p.m. 
Friday: 9a.m.-7 p.m. 


Saturday: 8a.m.-4 p.m. 3 
Stop by anytime day or night for brochures - 


Check out our website: 
www. 5elements-spa-salon.com 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
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THE NATION'S 
FAST-FOOD 
OBSESSION 
STILL OUT 

OF CONTROL 


Do you believe that 
good government is 
based on the 


ee || Dupont Animal Care Center 


Do you think that 
responsibility must 
be honored and 


recognized? Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boatding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Why should I join. Oedience Training and Pet Supplies 


Members have the opportunity to participate in the 
political process, meet federal, state & local officials, go 
behind the scenes, have fun with social events such as 
lazer tag, and most importantly, prepare for your future. 


Sign up now, it's free to join. Don't miss out. 


Allen County Teenage Republicans 544 Fact Dupont Road 


More information at www.allencountytars.com 
To join, call 422-1554 or e-mail Fort Wayne, IN 40825 


allencountytars@gmail.com 


Paid for and authorized by the Republican Party of Allen County - Steven R. Shine, Chairman 
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¥S LeeAnn esSieele to be new 
Jefferson principal © 


NSI Faculty Battle Of The Bulge 
ate -loss finale--winners IROL 


Cover Story: America still bearing costs of 
being a fast-food nation / 


» Top senior athletes sign with 


eg 


I ®— Video games turned movie: 
Whee how and shoudl it be? 


i'M Pro/Con: Is daylight saving in 
tens worth it? 2 


“| love schoe)fela 


-assiStant principal 
LeeAnn Thompson, who will be 
the new Jefferson principal 


Assistant principal LeeAnn Thompson will say farewell to 
Northrop at the end of this year. She will be the new 
head principal at Jefferson Middle School in the fall. 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


WB? STAFF - ARIEL CASE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - SANTANNA RAMSEY NEWS EDITOR - ARIEL CASE INSIGHT EDITOR - TELYSHA RICHARDSON SPORTS EDITOR 

- SARAH LEAVELL PREMIERE EDITOR - ZACH NORRIS FORUM EDITOR - AMANDA HERRINGTON COVER EDITOR - NICK EHLERDING, BRITTAINY ELLIS, 
KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, ACA’SHA TERNET, CLINT SPAHR, NICK STIEBER, TIM BRADBURN- STAFF REPORTERS - ARIEL CASE, SHELBY VORNDRAN STAFF ARTISTS 
- ARIEL CASE, NICK EHLERDING, SARAH LEAVELL, BRITTAINY ELLIS, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, ACA’SHA TERNET, JESSICA PONTIUS, JESSICA LANNING 

WB? PHOTO TEAM - TIM BRADBURN, ACA’ SHA TERNET, NICK EHLERDING AD MANAGERS - PETE BANEY ADVISER 

-BARB AHLERSMEYER PRINCIPAL 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF SAID 
WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS TO 
ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PERSONAL ATTACKS. WB? IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING 

OF FT. WAYNE , INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE. 


-COVER PHOTO TAKEN BY AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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Saying their las 
goodbyes 


TELYSHA RICHARDSON 


Barry Ashton 
Band Director -- 33 years at NHS 


For some people 43 years is half of 
their life span, and for others it’s how 
long they’ve been married, but for band 
director Barry Ashton it’s how long he’s 
been waving his music baton. 

For 33 of those 43 years he has been 
teaching here at Northrop, involved in 
many different bands and he was also 
head of the marching band. 

“T’ve been teaching for 43 years. Most 
of my students don’t know that I was the band director at North Side 
for five years,” said Ashton. 

With all his new found free time he plans on doing nothing for a 
while, but traveling. He will also judge band competitions. 

“My wife and I are going to get an RV and travel a lot,” said 
Ashton. 

Aside from traveling Ashton will be running his own “zoo” as he 
calls it. He has two dogs, four cats, a cockatiel, and some fish. One of 
his dogs, the Rottweiler, is also a therapy dog. 

His biggest accomplishment is the marching band. He says it’s 
because of all the kids, and all the places they’ve traveled to and 
played at. 


BREANA GREEN 


Mike McMillen 
Athletic Director -- 7 years 
at NHS 


This former teacher became 
our athletic director seven years 
ago, and now he will be retiring 
with a potential chance of going 
back to where he started. Mike 
McMillen is retiring and says he 
could possibly go to a parochial 
school to teach history. 

He won't only be teaching 
though. He also plans on traveling, 
reading, writing, and spending a lot of time outside. 

“T scrapbook. I’ve made what I consider to be two very 
good scrapbooks. I love to do scrapbooks,” said McMillen. 

During his seven-year reign as athletic director he has done 
and learned a lot. He started the Athletic Council and Stay 
In Bounds. In fact he considers these things to be two of his 
biggest accomplishment while here at Northrop, along with 
the All-American sportsmanship award and the theme nights. 

“I’ve learned that students for the most part are the same 
wherever you are. But most of all I’ve learned to appreciate all 
sports,” said McMillen. 


ACA'SHA TERNET 
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Three teachers, one athletic director 


plan their retirements for the end of 


this school year 


B.J. Harper 
Astronomy Teacher -- 22 years 
at NHS 


An avid rollerblader, swimmer, 
biker, skier and astronomy teacher 
will be leaving Northrop this year. 

“T rollerblade, swim and bike a 
lot. That has kept me healthy,” said 
astronomy teacher B.J. Harper. 

Harper has been with Northrop 
for over two decades and will be 
retiring at the end of the school year. 
She has taught at Northrop for 22 years. 

“It’s a very fine high school,” said Harper. 

She plans to travel during her retirement, and says that she 
will still be involved with the radio telescope and astronomy. 

“The radio telescope is probably one of my biggest 
accomplishments, but really interacting with the kids is the 
biggest,” said Harper. 

She will be leaving her domed room to Richard Bailey, a 
chemistry teacher and now astronomy teacher, and many fine 
memories with her colleges, former and present students. 

Harper will have time to bike, swim and ski without the 
worry of missing school. 


George Miller 
English Teacher -- 30 years at NHS 


George Miller will be taking it easy 
from now on. He is retiring this year from 
teaching English. 

He has been teaching for 41 years 
altogether and has been here at Northrop 
for a little over 30 years. 

“Having survived for 41 years,” said 
Miller on his biggest accomplishments. 

One thing that he’s learned while 
teaching is how to teach for a full 90 
minutes. 

“I’m going to take it easy, putter around in my yard, and doa 
little traveling. My wife and I are planning a trip to Florida and a 
cruise,” said Miller. 

One of the things that most of his students didn’t know was that 
he is 63 years old. He was flattered. 

Miller will be remembered by many of his colleges and students. 
He will have plenty of time to do the things he likes to do and also 
just to relax and spend quality time with his wife. He will have more 
time for the things he enjoys and can waste the day away however 
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Thompson new principal at Jefferson 


ZACH NORRIS 


t the beginning of the ‘07-’08 school 
Av assistant principal LeeAnn 

Thompson will transfer to Jefferson 
Middle School to begin her new job as 
principal. 

Thompson represents the Northrop 
High School persona in all ways. During 
the 1970’s Thompson not only attended 
Northrop, she was also involved. She 
served on the Student Council and was 
also a cheerleader. As a cheerleader she 
was involved in the creation of Northrop’s 
cheerleading dance for the school song. 

After graduating from Northrop, 
Thompson went on to graduate from both 
IPFW and Ball State University. She then 
started her teaching career at Kekionga, 
where she taught Computer Education. 

Thompson then set her goals on a 
more assertive role in the development of 
student’s education. 

“I love school and learning. I had wanted 
to become a counselor, but I decided that 


entering in an administrative position would 


be better,” said Thompson. 

Thompson has been very instrumental 
in several programs throughout Northrop. 
First of all, she is responsible for the 
Renaissance, which encourages and awards 
students for achieving high grades. 


Another important program that 
Thompson is responsible for is a group of 
girl’s called the Bruin Sisters. 

“I wanted to wait until most of the 
thirteen girls involved with the program 
have graduated,” said Thompson. 

Thompson is more than ready to handle 
the many challenges involved with Jefferson 
Middle School. To better prepare herself 
she will be taking everything that she has 
learned, in her six years here at Northrop 
and from the leadership of principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 

“She is my mentor and I will always look 
to her as such,” said Thompson. 

While at Jefferson Middle School she 
will be trying to improve the system of 
education through the professional learning 
community process. This means creating 
an education oriented mindset by setting 
goals, beginning with the teachers and 
administrators. 

“T want to make sure that student 
achievements meet or accede the standards 
of the No Child Left Behind Act and state 
performance laws,” said Thompson. 

She will also try to find ways to make the 
transition between middle school and high 
school easier on the students. To do this she 
will try to bring over programs already in 
affect at Northrop, including having class 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


meetings and reporting students grade point 
averages on their report cards to help keep 
organized. 

“In order to get more you must do more,” 
said Thompson concerning her work ethic. 


Inwolved: ‘Assistant prin- - 
cipal LeeAnn Thompson 
hands out bracelets for 
the Renaissance program 
she started at Northrop. 
Next year, she will be 
Jefferson Middle School’s 
new head principal. * 
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Northrop captures three Sterling Sentinel winners 


SANTANNA RAMSEY 


Hoang Tran 
Foreign Language 


Knowing four 
different languages 
is why Spanish 
teacher Jill Cross 
nominated Tran for 
Sterling Sentinel. 

“I know English, 
Chinese, Spanish 
and Vietnamese,” said Tran. 

During the process of waiting to hear 
from Sterling Sentinel, Tran wasn’t worried 
about it. 

Tran recieved a $1,500 scholarship. This 
will be spent at the college of his choice, 
IPFW. 

Although knowing these different 
languages are not specifically for the career 
of his choice, they could help. 

“I’m going into pre-med, so it will help,” 
said Tran. 

This can be listed as one of his 
accomplishments at Northrop along with 
being in the top 10. 


Carly Sorge 
Art 


“Tt felt real good 
being at the top of 
the school in art 
and to be with other 
school’s top art stu- 
dents,” said Sorge. 

Sorge was 
thinking this when 
she found out she 
was nominated by art teachers Al Jacquay 
and Annette Leeuw. 

Sorge has been drawing since she was a 
child and is now being recognized for her 
excellence. 

“T’ve been drawing all my life, it comes 
naturally I guess,” said Sorge. 

She’s won many awards for her art. Two 
of which are national awards and others at 
regionals. 

Sorge has received a merit scholarship 
plus the $1,500 she won for Sterling 
Sentinel. Sorge plans to use these at 
Savannah College of Art and Design. 
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Joel Grillo 
Drama 


Joel Grillo started 
out not even think- 
ing about acting as 
a career. However, 
when he was 
accidentally put into 
a drama class his 
freshman year, he 
had second thoughts 


about it. 


“I was put in drama by mistake. After the 
first day I knew I would love it,” said Grillo. 
Grillo has been in five Northrop plays 
and out of those five he has played the lead 

role in two of them. 

Drama teacher Tim Miller nominated 
Grillo for Sterling Sentinel. 

He plans on going to New York where he 
will attend School for Film and Television. 
The $1,500 he received from Sterling Sentinel 
will help with the costs. 

“It was an honor. I didn’t have any idea 
that I would win,” said Grillo. 
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Prom royalty: Seniors Jessica Pontius and lan Hunter were 
named this year’s prom queen and king at the Red Carpet Affair, 
this year’s Hollywood prom theme. 


Journalism captures 11 awards 


Congratulations to the Northrop What's Bruin? and yearbook 
staffs for winning a combined 11 awards—including three firsts—at 
Ball State’s High School J-Day held on Friday, April 28. 

For the yearbook staff, junior Kristen Graf and senior Mystery 
Maynard captured a first-place superior award for academic copy 
and design. Senior Jessica Pontius also earned a first-place superior 
award for a yearbook sports photo. Next, graduate A.J. Silkworth 
took a second-place excellent award for yearbook cover design. 

“Awards aren't the most important thing, but they do help 
motivate students,” said journalism adviser Pete Baney. 

On the What’s Bruin? newsmagazine staff, senior Ariel Case was 
tops with a first-place superior award in personality feature writing. 
Next, junior Kevin Baresic took a second-place excellent award for 
magazine layout, as well as honorable mentions for newspaper news 
and feature photos. 

More honorable mentions for What's Bruin? included senior 
Telysha Richardson in sports feature writing, junior Nick Stieber 
in column writing, sophomore Aca’sha Ternet in newspaper sports 
photo, and junior Katelyn Stayton in magazine cover design. 

“This was our best showing ever at Ball State’s J-Day,” said Baney. 

In a separate contest, What's Bruin? also was recently named 
a Hoosier Star Finalist. This is a statewide best-overall contest 
sponsored by the Indiana High School Press Association (IHSPA). 

Last year, What's Bruin? was a Hoosier Star runner-up. 


Hornak poem published in song 


Physical education teacher Maureen Hornak has another 
accomplishment to add to her seven--time Miss Indiana bodybuild- 
ing wins. 

She was told she had a creative talent for writing children’s poems 
and that she should publish her work, so she sent them to 27 differ- 
ent publishers and Hill Top Records published some of her work in 
a different way. “Snow Day” was made into a song that Cody Lyons 
sings and also “Bus Stop Superman” was made into a song. 

She has written 10 short stories and poems. Eight of the ten poems 
are active poems, the other two about good morals. “Obesity is a big 
problem I would like to help prevent. I preach what I teach,” said 
Hornak. 
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SADD warns of 
alcohol dangers 


SADD had its Alcohol 
Awareness Week during the 
same week as prom. The club 
had several activities to make 
students aware of the risks of 
drinking. 

The activities included class 
assemblies, red ribbon rampage, 
an essay / poetry contest, etc. 

Senior Ashley Minyard was 
the winner of the essay / poetry 
contest. Runner-ups were 
sophomore Leah Smith and 
senior Tracy McClellan. 

“You have to look past the 
moment and be responsible. You 
need to think about how it will 
affect your future,” said Mikol. 


JANdal VHS. VWOV 


Each SADD class assem- 

bly had the same message: 
Don’t drink because. It hurts 
people even if you don’t plan 
it. Here, business teacher 
John Eastes tells his story of 
how alcohol killed his son. 


Case receives scholarship in 
design 


Senior Andrea Case was recently honored with the Fred 
Zollner Foundation scholarship from the IPFW science and 
technology department. Case received the scholarship for work in 
interior design. 

“I’m going to IPFW next year for interior design,” said Case. 

The foundation grants scholarships to students enrolled in 
areas of technology or business programs. Scholarships range 
from $600 to $2,200 per year and are applied to fees, books, 
supplies and student needs. 

“Any scholarship money is a big help,” said Case. 


Isadore in Ebony magazine 


Senior Kendall Isadore was selected by Ebony Magazine, as one 
of the top African American high school seniors in America. Her 
mother and a guidance counselor nominated her for this award. 

“I was very surprised. It’s a big magazine. I didn’t even know I 
was nominated,” said Isadore. 

After making the first cut in Ebony the photographers took her 
for a photo shoot, she was in Northrop’s auditorium holding her 
violin in her hand. 

“T felt very proud and I under estimated myself,” said Isadore. 

Isadore will be featured in the June issue of Ebony Magazine. 


New Athletic Council announced 


The Student Athletic Council has received its new set of 
members-for next year’s council. Members include freshmen 
Jessica Harrison, Morgan Talamantes, Kyle Sabo and Kylee 
Wierks. Sophomores include Audrey Burman, Leah Smith, Tyler 
Spillner and Daniel Beer. Juniors include Lorne Russell, Hiedi 
Eichinger, Brianna Wilkins, Casey Johnson, Ally Dove, Brandon 
Russell and Jordan Fullove. 

“Their GPA’s are really good. A lot of them are multiple sport 
athletes,” said athletic director Mike McMillen. 
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A fast-paced nation forces fast-food lifestyles 


nsscn7f 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON Americans will visit a fast food restaurant. 
“There is a bigger selection of food and restaurants are 


A fresh new bun sprinkled with sesa- located everywhere. It’s really convenient,” said Scheu- 
me seeds, the tender meat freshly mann. 
cooked between lettuce and cheese; With more than 300,000 fast food restaurants in the 
the perfect sandwich rested in the hands r world, finding one to eat at isn’t a problem. 
of senior Joel Scheumann ready to eat. Advertisements also play a big role in Americans inter- 
As we all know, America is still a est for food. Whether it’s the Big Mac on the billboard or the 
fast food nation, and is quickly becom- Burger King commercials on TV, fast food is everywhere. 
ing more of one. f During every commercial break there is usually at least one 
A lot more people are going out to commercial about a restaurant and food. 
eat than in the past. Forty percent of | “If I’m sitting there watching TV and an advertisement about 
American meals are eaten outside fast food comes on it always gets me thinking about food, and 
of the home, and each day, 1 in 4 then it makes me hungry,” Scheumann said. 
mull Ding. Freshman Cortney McDougal stood at the McDon- 
; ald’s cash register and handed over her 
j money to pay for her Big Mac value 
meal. 


As she took her tray over 
_. to the table she stopped and 
grabbed extra salt packets 
because “It makes the food taste 
—— better.” 
2 “Fast food is my weakness. 
On average I eat out at least six times 
a week, sometimes I feel guilty about 
eating so much fast food, so I'll go 
for a run,” said McDougal. 
She agrees that there is 
a strong link with fast 
food and obesity. 


Which restaurant do isi 
re) 
most often? a 


; “A lot of parents 

Wendy s 9 don’t have ae to cook 

Taco Bell 23 dinner because of busy 

Bur ger King 18 schedules, so they resort to 

McDonald "e 2% fast food for their kids,” said 

Arby's McDougal. 

DQ 7 She also agrees that restaurants 
7 are becoming more aware of obesity 


and over weight people. 
“Restaurants are adding salads and 
healthier food choices to their menus,” she 


How often do yOu visit fast 
food restaurants? 


said. “But that’s still not going to help people 
‘ onthly 24 lose weight. Yeah, they have the choice of a healthi- 
eekly 49 er meal, but it’s up to them to choose it. Just because 
Daily 27 a restaurant offers a salad doesn’t mean people will 


choose to eat that instead of a large fry.” 


. Sometimes just the convenience of a fast food restaurant 
i us do you think we persuades people to opt for it rather than going home 
SMe a fast food nation? to cook and eat a healthier meal. 
Convenience Sif “A lot of my friends can drive now so we just stop by and get food even if 
Taste 93 we aren't hungry,” said McDougal. 


Sometimes just hanging out with friends and going out to eat is the only thing 
3 : to do on a boring Friday night. 
ee? 200 Biting, guy/girl mix “I’m usually at Sy ee when I go out to eat. There’s usually nothing else > 
to do,” said Scheumann. 
McDonald’s alone feeds more than 46 million people a day. Scheumann and 
McDougal both agree that people are becomming really dependant on fast food. 
“I think people are so dependant on fast food because it’s fast and easy to get, 
people are lazy, so instead of cooking they go out to eat,” McDougal said. 
Don’t let them fool you, there are only seven items on McDonald’s entire menu 
that contain no sugar. So don’t think because it says its low fat that it is. 
America is clearly a fast-food nation already, so be aware, and don’t become part of 
this rising problem. 


i 


ALL PHOTOS BY AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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Left, “Fast food is my weakness. On average | eat a 
out at least six times a week, sometimes | feel guilty cy 
about eating so much fast food,” said freshman Cort- 
ney McDougal. For both McDougal and senior Joel 
Scheumann the fast-food frenzy still has a hold for 
them and many other Americans. 


“People are 
fat, lazy and 
- cheap.” 


-junior Javier Morgles 


McDonald’s 
. feeds more 
Americans spend more than 46 million 
40 percent ¥ | money on fast food than people a day 
of American (a = higher education, 
meals are ~ NX computers or 
eaten outside = =—_ oh a New cars 
of the home © : The average American 


eats 3 hamburgers and 
4 orders of fries 
every week 


1 in4 


Americans 
visit a fast food 
restaurant each day 


source: Fast Food Nation 


a 


Every month 
more than 90 7 
percent of _ 


a 


children eat There are more than jim (te og? oe 


McDonald’s — 300,000 fast food 
restaurants in the world ~ 


-50 pounds 
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Northrop staff members, but for biology teacher Reba 
Ervin it has become a way Of life. 

In the beginning of the contest Ervin was excited and 
ready to start losing those pounds. She set her goal at losing 
50 pounds, and that’s exactly how much she lost. 

“T was excited because I hit right at my goal,” said Ervin. 

Ervin thought the contest was a good thing to do because 
it gave the staff a chance to take the opportunity to get 
healthy and live a better lifestyle. 

When starting a diet it is often hard to stay consistent 
and devoted to it, but Ervin stuck with it the whole way 
through. However, like most of the contestants she did have 
some obstacles. “The biggest obstacle was sticking to my 
diet through the weekends and holidays,” said Ervin. 

The Monday morning weigh-ins each week was the part 
of the contest most didn’t enjoy. 

The biggest accomplishment for Ervin was eating and 
exercising right. “I was exercising consistently about 80 
percent of the time,” she said. 

Of course with so many staff members competing 
against each other, there were bribes and little “presents” 
sent to fellow staff members and competitors. 

“Mr. Taubert had one of his stu- 
dents bring me up a plate of cookies,” 
said Ervin. “So after the next staff 


Ts Battle Of The Bulge is finally over for some of the 


T f=" [= W | N N [= R ae sent him a plate of all the 


One of the main reasons for this 
contest was to raise money for a char- 


Re b ad = rvi n ity. Ervin’s charity was for the National 


ORANGE TEAM 


Kidney foundation. She chose this one 
because two of her older siblings have 
died because of kidney disease, and 


Biology teac her her younger brother has had a kidney 
nsplant. 

Total lost: -50 pou nds ee This 2 why it is really important 

G r arity: N ati on al to ae a good handle on living healthy,” 


Kidney Foundation 
Amount raised 5 | 
for charity: $261 91 to living a more healthy lifestyle. 
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Overall the competition was a huge 
success for Ervin. She met her goal to 
lose 50 pounds and she is on her way 
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KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


Game over! | lost and | won! The faculty Battle 
of the Bulge weight-loss contest wrapped up 
with winner Reba Ervin, shown before (top 
inset), then after she lost 50 pounds. 


“| was excited 
because | hit 
right on my 
goal.” 


-biology teacher Reba Ervin 


Name: Lilly Mikol, foreign 
language 

Pounds Lost: -2 

“IT won't go shopping until I lose 
more weight.” 


Name: Fiona Schultz, cafeteria 
assistant 
Pounds Lost: -4 

“Tt (the contest) was a good 
way to check up on yourself 
through a group effort.” 


Name: Frankie Kovacs, business 


Pounds Lost: -12.5 

“T don’t feel like it is over. 
I’m going to continue it over the 
summer.” 


Name: Jill Cross, Spanish 
Pounds Lost: -15 

“Making time for exercise.” 
-on changes in her lifestyle 


Name: Peggy Williams, physical 
education 
Pounds Lost: -8.5 

“T wanted to lower my blood 
pressure and cholesterol and I 
did that. I’m more conscious of 
what I eat and I want to continue 
to work on my body.” 


Name: Joni Smith, math 
Pounds Lost: -4.5 


“I’m more aware that I need 
to keep exercising.” 


BROWN 
TEAM 


WINNER 


Jill Cross 
-15 pounds 
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Name: Nola Morris, English 
Pounds Lost: -14 

“T’ll be happy when it’s over 
because that means school 
will be about through.” 


Name: Annette Leeuw, art 
Pounds Lost: 0 

“T didn’t follow the plan 
and had too much stress.” 


Name: Vickie Petrie, Spanish 
Pounds Lost: -3 

“Seeing other people’s 
results.” -on her favorite part 
of the contest 


Name: April Castator, math 
Pounds Lost: -13 

“Watching myself lose 
weight.” -on her favorite part 
of the contest 


Name: Becky Griswold, art 
Pounds Lost: -10 

“My hardest thing was 
staying away from 
sugars and desserts.” 


Name: Dave Piepho, social 
studies 


Pounds Lost: -14 

“T feel better and have 
more energy. I hope to lose 
another 10-15 pounds and 
continue to work out during 
the summer.” 


Name: Jeff Cochran, math 
and science 
Pounds Lost: -10 

“I did good at the start, 
but I started slacking at the 
end. I try to eat less and leave 
the table hungry.” 


BROWN TOTAL WEIGHT LOST: -111 POUNDS 


T weigh-in 
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Before After 


Name: Carrie Moden, English 
Pounds Lost: -22.5 

“Over indulging on the 
weekends.” -on the obstacles 
she has faced during the 
contest 


Name: Gayle Springer, 
cafeteria assistant 
Pounds Lost: -4 

“It (the contest) made me 
more aware of what is going 
into my body.” 


Name: Rita Dillman, office 
secretary 
Pounds Lost: -19 

“I enjoyed the competition 
between the two teams.” 


Name: Dan Lively, 
history / economics 
Pounds Lost: -26 
“Absolutely, my goal is 
another 10 pounds.” -on 
continuing the game 


Name: Barb Ahlersmeyer, 
principal 
Pounds Lost: +2 

“I’m going to continue to 
lose weight.” 


Name: Brian Taubert, band 
director 
Pounds Lost: -43 

“Having some 
accountability, weighing 
in and having someone 
know where I was at.” 
-on his favorite part 


Name: Pete Baney, 
journalism 
Pounds Lost: -35.5 

“Tt really helped. I also 
proved I could do it.” 


Name: Yvette Nichols, student 
services secretary 
Pounds Lost: -5.5 

“I didn’t lose as much weight 
as I wanted, but I lost weight. 
I’m still eating healthy and 
exercising. 


Name: Judy Delamarter, 
office secretary 
Pounds Lost: -13 
“Losing weight was my goal, 
and I lost weight.” 


Name: LeeAnn Thompson, 
assistant principal 
Pounds Lost: -4.5 

“Tt was okay. I could have 
done better. I want to get fit and 
healthy.” -on how the contest 
went and her plans for the future 


Name: Marianne Klaffke, math 
Pounds Lost: -10 

“For me this is a lifelong 
thing.” 


Name: Angie Love, math 
Pounds Lost: -1 

“Seeing other people lose 
weight and get healthy has been 
great.” 


ORANGE TOTAL WEIGHT LOST: -232 POUNDS 
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Bruin athletes become college signers 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
BRITTAINY ELLIS n Nov. senior Faith Sherrill signed to be on Indiana University’s track and field team in Bloomington, 
[rae on a full-ride scholarship. 

“T was excited because I didn’t have anything to worry about, since I signed with them in Nov.,” said 
Sherrill. 

She plans to major in education. After college she hopes to become a first grade teacher. 

At Northrop, Sherrill threw the discus and shot-put. When she goes to IU she will be competing in those 
two events, as well as other throwing events, like the javelin and hammer throw. Sherrill has been throwing 
since middle school when her parents encouraged her to try the sport because she was strong. Sherrill also 
used to run. 

One of her greatest accomplishments here at Northrop was improving an area record in the discus throw. 
She threw the discus 138 feet 8 inches. Sherrill is the leading thrower in the shot put and the discus for the 
girls’ track team. 

In her four years at Northrop, Sherrill has been involved in many school activities including, National 
Honor Society, Student Athletic Council, volleyball, basketball, track and Teaching Academy. 
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year. He will be majoring in electrical engineering. 
“I want to go into electrical engineering, it’s interesting,” said Wims. 

Wims wasn’t necessarily going to go to Nebraska in the beginning of his college search. However, it 
was in his top five choices of colleges he wanted to attend to. 

“Nebraska has a great track program and is a great place to learn,” said Wims. 

Wims started running when he was in seventh grade when he realized that he was a fast runner. Wims 
was also diagnosed with scoliosis, but that didn’t stop him or his track career. 

“My favorite part of track is winning and team unity,” said Wims. 

Although Wims is leaving Northrop he doesn’t have any fear of taking on Nebraska, and beginning a 
new chapter of his life. 

“I’m not really nervous about leaving, I just really want to get to college,” said Wims. 


N ebraska University has given senior track runner, Scott Wims, a full ride for the upcoming school 


SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY 


during his four years at Northrop. His skills in football are what got him a full-ride scholarship to 
Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti, Michigan, where he will be attending next fall during his 
first year of college. 

“I was happy because I’m getting a free education and not many people get that opportunity,” said 
Emedobi. 

He decided to sign with EMU because it is a top Division I school for football and they also offer his 
major. While attending, Emedobi will play defense for the football team and plans to focus on his major 
in Audio Engineering. 

After college, Emedobi wants to become a music producer or make soundtracks for movies. It’s some- 
thing he’s passionate about. 

Emedobi’s favorite memory of high school is playing football and going to the other football games 
throughout the year. 


Gece: Sam Emedobi has participated in many sports including, wrestling, basketball and track 


HANYAL VHS, VOV 


received a scholarship to play football. 
“I want to go into sports management or become a sports editor,” said Dowdell. 

Dowdell chose Indiana State because that’s the college he feels is worth playing for. He also can play 
almost any sports he wants also. This aspect of the college is a big plus for him since he is also involved in 
other sports such as track and field. 

“I’m happy to be moving on from Northrop, and just going on to new things,” said Dowdell. 

Dowdell and his family were excited about him receiving his scholarship. Dowdell also is excited because 
he already knows some people that are attending Indiana state, so he won’t be as nervous. His mom is 
proud of him and will be a big encouragement for him. 

“My mom thinks it’s the best thing in the world, not having to pay for college. We don’t have to worry 
about the expenses of college fees either,” said Dowdell. 


Ne quarterback senior Chuck Dowdell will be attending Indiana State in Terre Haute where he 
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Senior athletes leave high school to continue 
athletic success in college 


icking the ball down the soccer field is some- 
Kore that comes natural for senior Ryan Malone, 
whose has been playing soccer since he was little. 
Malone received a scholarship to Saint Francis for soc- 
cer. He will be studying secondary education and math. 
“I was excited because I have played for so long and it 
seems like all the hard work is paying off,” said Malone. 
Malone chose Saint Francis because of its soccer 
program and he really likes the soccer coach there. It was 
also the school that had offered him the most money. 
“I like the coach there a lot. A lot of my friends that I 
have played soccer with for a long time are also going to 
be playing there too,” said Malone. 


opportunities for senior Jamal Robinson to further 

his soccer career. He has been awarded a partial 
scholarship to UCF. He chose this college because of its 
location and the soccer team it has. 

“They’ll take care of me,” said Robinson. 

He plans to major in international business and will 
minor in marketing. He wants to open his own stock or 
investment business after college. 

“If the opportunity to go pro comes along, then I will 
definitely take it,” said Robinson. 

Here at Northrop, Robinson has been involved in soc- 
cer, basketball, football, and track and field. 


ik University of Central Florida presented more 


OXYOA AaNaNV 


Meghan Zeedyk sign to Indiana Tech for softball. 
“T was excited because I’m able to progress further 
in softball and my athletic training,” said Zeedyk. 
She is majoring in recreational therapy, something 
that she has always wanted to do. 
Zeedyk has played softball for Northrop for three 
years now. She has also been on the swim and dive team. 
Of her four years at Northrop Zeedyk’s favorite 
memory is when she was in the batting cages and was 
hit with the ball and broke her nose. 
“It was pretty fun. I thought it was hilarious,” said 
Zeedyk. 


Px softball since she was six helped senior 
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Saint Francis. Although she will be playing volleyball 
there she will be majoring in nursing. 

“T chose Saint Francis because it has one of the top nurs- 
ing programs in Indiana,” said Cowgill. 

Volleyball has been a part of Cowgill’s life since she 
was little. Her mom got her interested in playing, and her 
mom is also a volleyball coach. She has been playing vol- 
leyball practically her whole life. 

“I’m excited to play there because I get a scholarship for 
doing something I have fun doing. I also get to stay close 
to home,” said Cowgill. “I’m just excited to be leaving 
Northrop.” 


Gn Kayci Cowgill is going to play volleyball for 
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‘Na na na na, hey 
hey hey, goodbye’ 


( ; oodbye. See ya later. Adios. 
However you Say it, I’m leaving 
Northrop and moving on with my 

life. Don’t get all excited there is a new 

sports editor in town. 

Dear Nick Ehlerding, 

Now I know that having a section to 

plan can be a little overwhelming and 
sometimes writing a column can be the 
last thing on your list of priorities, but 

it’s a lot of fun and you come away with 

some good memories. 

Some of my best memories in high 
school came from being on What's Bruin? 
and getting to express my opinions 
about sports at 
Northrop. 

Things like 
conventions when 
we teepeed Mr. 
Baney’s hotel 
room (our ad- 
viser), and staying 
late goofing off 
on deadline night 
while eating pizza 
and fixing all the 
screw-ups that the 
reporters missed 
will all create good memories of being an 
editor. 

Not only did I have good times I came 
out with some great friends including se- 
niors Sarah Leavell, Ariel Case, Santanna 
Ramsey, and this year you. Without these 
guys I don’t think I would’ve made it 
through the class. It makes it a lot easier 
when you have people to talk to. 

The friends are nice, but in the process 
of writing, you can also lose friends and 
gain enemies. Your opinions and the 
topics you choose can often anger people. 
But I learned that it doesn’t matter what 
people say or think about what you've 
said. It’s your opinion and your entitled 
tO it. 

In the end Nick, I will tell you to 
always stand behind what you've said. If 
you don’t believe in what you've written, 
no one else will either. Be proud of it. 

Try not to make people mad intention- 
ally, or bash teams because they are doing 
poorly. Remember that there are always 
positives. Focus on them. 

Don’t limit your coverage to your 
favorite sports, be sure to give everyone 
equal coverage, especially the ones that 
may be considered smaller sports. 

Most of all have fun and be yourself! 

Sincerely, 


Lines 


TELYSHA 


RICHARDSON 
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Junior Bobby 
Moldovan is one of 
the top runners for 
the boys’ track and 
fleld team. He helps 
to lead the boys’ in 
his main event, the 
1600 meter run. 


Boys’ track 
wins SAC 
with 159 
points 
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The boys’ track and field team worked 
hard all season to meet its goal of winning 
this year’s SAC track meet. The boy’ team 
won a total of 10 events and had a score of 
159 points. 

Twenty-four years ago Snider graduate 
Rod Woodson, cornerback and safety for 
the Pittsburgh Steelers football team, made 
a conference record time of 21.6 seconds for 
the boys’ 200-meter dash. 

This year senior Scott Wims improved 
the conference record, running 200 meters 
in 21.36 seconds. Wims also holds the school 
record for the 200-meter dash, running it in 
21.2 seconds. 

Other wins were by senior Travis White 
in the 400-meter dash, and junior Bobby 
Moldovan in the 1600 meter run. In the 4 
by 100 meter relay Wims along with juniors 
Justin Geans, Brandon Russell, and Quentin 
Walker brought home a first place win. 

In the discus throw senior Luke Johnson 
threw the discus 157 feet and junior Brian 
Abernathy threw the shot-put 50-01.50 feet. 


Bunner leads golf, Riley 
and Minnich help 


The boys’ golf team now has a record of 
5-2 in its dual tournaments. 

The team’s next games are against Carroll 
on May 26, and Dekalb and Fremont on May 
30. The boys’ begin sectionals on Friday, June 
2 at Brookwood. 

In addition the team had it’s Bruin 
invitational on May 13, and the All-SAC 
meet on May 20. 

We’ ve fallen a little short, but we are 
shooting for sectionals,” said head coach 
Dan Gibson. “We've got a little more work to 
do before sectionals.” 

Some of the season’s top golfers for the 
Bruin’s include junior Alex Bunner, and 
senior Evan Riley. Bunner has been leading 
the team since his freshman year. 


147 SPORTS 


Baseball led by Spillner’s two home runs; final 
score of 11-4 against Luers 


The Bruin baseball team has recently 
played ten games giving them a record of 
8-11. 

On May 6, the team played Warsaw. 
The team fell short of a win with a final 
score of 0-2. 

During the game of May 9 against Lu- 
ers, the team made a comeback. Sopho- 
more Tyler Spillner hit two home runs 
in the fifth inning of the game. The final 
score was 11-4. 

“We have the talent to go as far as 
anybody, but we need to come together 
as a team,” said assisant coach Brandon 
Basham on how the team needs to im- 


Adams on top after 
hamstring injury 


The girls’ track team won SAC overall 
with a score of 146. The met was held at 
Northrop. Concordia came close with a 
second place. Some of the winners were 
seniors Faith Sherrill who competed in 
shot-put and Tamara Adams in the 100- 
meter dash. 

Adams had an injury with her right 
hamstring two weeks before SAC, and 
hadn’t competed in the last two meets. 
Adams still came out with a win even 
after her injuries. 

“All that we ask is for the girls to go 
out there and give it there all,” said girls’ 
track and field coach Matt Miller 


Oren leads girls’ 
tennis to 6-8 season 


“We've improved ourselves all year to 
be a challenge at sectionals,” said head 
coach Shane Crager. 

The girls’ record was 6-8 before the 
sectional meet on May 18. 

“Our sectional goal is to make it to the 
championship,” said Crager. 

The top players of the season were 
seniors Leah Oren, who was named first 
team All-SAC, Andrea Cox, whose record 
was 9-6, and also Kendall Isadore. 

“I’m proud of the effort they gave. 


Hopefully, the players dedicate themselves 


to playing in the off season and will take it 
to the next level next season,” said Crager. 

The team will be losing a few seniors 
this season, and will return next year with 
a fresh team. 
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prove for the next game. 

The Bruin’s played Dwenger on May 16 
and won with a score of 2-0. 

Josh Smith pitched the entire game. He 
had a shut out, and a total of seven strike 
outs. 

“We have the ability to come back from 
the stakes and try to make ourselves better 
daily,” said Basham. 

The team’s last game before sectionals 
is against Carroll on May 24 at home. It’s 
senior night to honor seniors Andrew Holy, 
Ryan Ehlerding, Mike Dague, Troy Lehman, 
Ryan Roberts, and Dane Sebastian. 

The sectionals will be May 29 at Snider. 


Softball 5-2; Hedges 
pitches entire game 


The softball team has improved its 
record to 5-2 in the SAC, with a big win 
against Luers on May 8. 

The Lady Bruins won 2-1 in twelve in- 
nings. Sophomore Chloe Hedges pitched 
the entire game. 

“We all wanted to play more, it was a 
fun game,” said Hedges. 

The Lady Bruins drew North Side in 
the first round of sectionals at Homestead 
on May 22. 

“We started out a little slow, but lately, 
we have sped it back up,” said Hedges. 

The team’s last game was on May 18 
against Dekalb. 


Boys’ volleyball 5-7 
after city tournament 


Boys’ volleyball recently finished out 
its season with a final record of 5-7. 

“We had a really good group, we just 
had to fix the little mistakes,” said senior 
co-captain Rudy Lechuga, on how the 
team worked together during the season. 

The boys’ had a game against Hun- 
tingtion and Homestead on Tuesday, May 
16. 

The team also played in the city tour- 
nament on Sunday, May 14. 

The boys’ competed in the regional 
tournament on May 17 at Huntington as 
well. 

“In my opinion we could have done 
better. But with the experience we had we 
did okay,” Lechuga. 


Time to graduate and leave the WB? 


oodbye Northrop. Goodbye column. 
Hello Nick Stieber. 


After three years on the What's 
Bruin? staff, it is finally time to graduate 
and head out. I’ve had many memories 
while on staff that I will never forget. Some 
memories were teepeeing our adviser Pete 
Baney’s hotel room while attending the 
journalism convention at Franklin College, 
and of course deadline nights when we 
stayed at school until 9 p.m. working and 
eating pizza. 

There are all of those stories that I had to 
write over the years, including this review 
column. My favorite column was when I re- 
viewed a Green Day concert. I felt confident 
when writing that story, and the result was 
an eventual first-place superior award at 
Ball State’s Journalism Day for review writ- 
ing. 

But the one thing I’m going to miss most 
about What's Bruin? are all of the friend- 
ships that have been made. The seniors on 
staff this year have been together for four 
years and we have all gotten used to seeing 
each other everyday. I don’t know what my 
high school career would have been like 
without you seniors Ariel Case, Santanna 
Ramsey, and Telysha Richardson. We better 
all keep in contact. 

I might leave Northrop with tons of 
memories but I will miss the What’s Bruin? 
staff. It has taught me responsibility as an 
editor and because of it, | am expanding 
journalism into my future. Next year, I will 
be attending Ball State University as a 


journalism and magazine major. 

Which leads me to my replacement, 
junior Nick Stieber, who will be taking 
over as entertainment editor. 


Dear Nick, 
Congratulations on your new role as 
entertainment editor. You are taking a big 
step up in the What's 
Check It Out = Bruin? staff. 
| ae SO Don’t be afraid to 


express your 
personality in the 
entertainment section. 
aS ma = You are granted free will 
| a “and can be creative with 
your stories and layouts. 


‘ 4 When I first met you, 
I thought you were just 
aera some goofy drama kid. 


But over the year I have 
learned that you are a 
phenomenal writer and I am very excited 
to pass my section down to you. 

Next year, you better not let this section 
go down the drain. If you do, remember I 
know where you go to school. 

Make sure you have different types of 
stories and reviews in the entertainment 
section. Try not to steal too many pictures 
out of magazines though. I don’t care, but 
Baney might pound you. 

Always remember to take charge. Put in 
your time and patience and you just might 
be able to fulfill the editor standards. (I’m 
just messing with you. I know you will.) 


Check This Out 


Some of my favorite bands 


The Clash 


Kanye West 


The Misfits 


The Soviettes 


Hot Water Music 


The Rapture 
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Funny WB? Memories 


Teepeeing Mr. 
Baney’s hotel room 
at Franklin College 


Teepeeing the boys’ 
room in Chicago 


Stealing Mr. 
Baney’s chair 


Writing on junior 
Kevin Baresic’s car 
with soap after 
moving it 


Eating pizza in 
Chicago 


Mr. Baney’s bra gag 
gift at Christmas 


Knowing everyone's 
secret Santa in WB? 


Playing lots of Uno 


Stealing Mr. Baney’s 
candy 


balloons while in 
Chicago 


0 Throwing water 


PREMIERE / 15 


Video games 


turn. 
to movies 


TIM BRADBURN 


he video game industry has sales 
that rival those of the U.S. box office. 
Therefore many studios want to turn 
the big games into films, hoping to cash in 
on the popularity of the original game. 

There is still debate in the movie industry 
on whether video games can consistently be 
turned into good, profitable movies. 

Video games have had mixed success 
when migrating to movies. Reviews have 
generally been poor for most video game 
movies. 

One of the first video games turned into 
a movie was Super Mario Brothers. It is a 
weak interpretation of the game because it 
was a lot more human than fantasy. 

In 1995, the Mortal Kombat series hit the 
big screen. It was based much more on the 
games than other video game movies, which 
may be the reason it was such a financial 
success. 

Next was Tomb Raider in 2001, based on 
the game back in 1996. This was a good 
interpretation of the game. They did well 
making Angelina Jolie look like Lara Croft. 

Doom, a game which film makers were 
trying to cross over since the mid-1990’s, fi- 
nally hit theaters 
12 years after the 
== game's initial re- 
lease. However, 
the movie didn’t 
keep things with 
the game. They 
killed zombies in 
the movie when 
in the video 
game they killed 
demons. In the 
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Halo and Mario 
Brothers are 
just two of the 
many video 
games that 
have been made 
into movies. 


16 / PREMIERE 


movie, hundreds of civilians 
were killed, whereas in the 
video game only monsters were 
killed. 

Final Fantasy: The Spirits 
Within, made in 2001, was not 
really based upon the games 
but more the philosophies 
behind the games. 

Resident Evil, in 2002, tried a 
different approach in its adapta- 
tion. It turned the movie into 
more of an action movie than a horror/thrill- 
er like the games where. 

Silent Hill is a video game movie that 
was released just recently. It has had mixed 
reviews from fans and critics. 

There are future video game movies that 
have materialized that will hopefully be 
finished. 

John Woo has producing rights on a 
movie based on the popular Nintendo game 
Metroid. 

The team behind the Lord of the Rings 
films, including Peter Jackson, has been 
named to run the production of the upcom- 
ing film based on the popular XBox game 
Halo. It is targeted for worldwide release in 
mid-2007. It is a movie many are waiting for 
and are hoping is true to the game. 

Video games seem to get much more suc- 
cess when adapted into a TV series, such as 
Sonic, Mario Brothers, and Earthworm Jim. 

Movies have also had far more success 
moving the other direction, onto video 
games, such as The Lord of the Rings. 


et] 


COURTESY OF TIM BRADBURN 


Silent Hill takes the big screen 


n April 21, another video game 
() nes was released, Silent Hill. 
The main character Rose is the 
mother of an adopted little 
girl, Sharon, that 
is constantly sleep walking 
and shouting out “Silent 
Hill.” Rose decides to go to 
Silent Hill to see if they can 
figure out why her adopted 
daughter is shouting Silent 
Hill. 
She finds out that Silent 
Hill is now an abandoned 
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Silent Hill recently 
hit theaters and is 
based on the four 
video games. 


city with coalmine fires that have been burn- 
ing for decades. 

Rose and Sharon are riding in the car to 
Silent Hill running from a cop when a little 
girl appears in front of them. 

She swerves and is knocked out. She 
wakes up a bit later to find her daughter 
gone and it is snowing ash. 

The town changes appearance and is in- 
habited by poison-spitting faceless monsters 
from game two and other weird beasties. 

The movie has the look of the games 
down very well. The production designers 
have replicated the game’s foggy, deserted 
streets and dingy rundown buildings per- 
fectly. 

They took a lot from all four of the games, 
including the creatures. 

There are some mannequin monsters that 
aren’t seen until near the end that look a lot 
like the games. 

Pyramid Head was also in the movie. Un- 
fortunately, he was only in three brief scenes. 

The movie also had the same music as the 
video games, which was a very nice touch. 

There are a lot of games that get lost in 
the translation into a movie. 

For example, there is a cop in the movie 
named Cybill that is from game one but has 
a much different fate than in the game. 

Maybe they should have had the Silent 
Hill creators of all the games on site during 
filming to keep the details with the games. 

There were some things that weren’t 
explained enough and others that were 
explained way too much. They should have 
found a balance. 

Hopefully the upcoming Halo movie fol- 
lows its game a bit better. B- 


Backlash aside, Code great read 


NICK STIEBER 


he controversy surrounding Dan 
Brown’s bestselling fiction novel, The 
Da Vinci Code is not a new topic of 
discussion. 

In the novel, the villains are the members 
of an actual real life Roman Catholic 
organization, called Opus Dei, literally 
translated into English meaning “God's 
Work.” 

Opus Dei was founded in 1928 by 
Spanish Catholic priest Josemaria Escriva, 
after he claimed to have had a vision from 
God in which he was told to create the 
organization to help the common people. 

It is not the vision, but rather the work 
that is being done inside the secretive Opus 
Dei centers that is the source of all the 
controversy though. 

As part of his penance to God, Escriva 
began Opus’ self-mortification rituals that 
are now practiced daily in the centers of 
whipping himself with a discipline (a small, 
cordlike whip) and the wearing of a spiked 
chain around his thigh, called a cilice. 

It should be noted that not all 
members of Opus Dei practice this 
penance daily or even at all, but is 
only expected, not demanded, of 
numeraries or people in the group who 
take vows of celibacy and live in Opus 
Dei centers. 

The organization has gained a strong 
reputation over the years of being very 
secretive in its nature, but since all the talk 
over its inner workings was sparked over 
The Da Vinci Code’s initial release in print 
and the new movie coming out this summer, 
prominent members like U.S. vicar Thomas 
Bohlin have felt compelled to come out and 
speak on the record about their group. 

Opinions of the group from current 
and former members have ranged from 
extremely positive to horribly negative. 

Those members who are against Opus 
Dei cite the extreme control and strictness in 
the everyday happenings of their lives as the 
reason they left the group. 

“There is no ability to complain. It is 
absolute control, absolute obedience,” said 
former numerary member Dennis Dubro, in 
a recent interview with Time magazine. 

Opus Dei has been called a brainwashing 
“Cult of Christ” by these members. 

On the other hand, there are many more 
current members who say this type of focus 
brings them closer to God. They say that 
they do not mind the strictness because it 
just fits into their life naturally. 

“A lot of people don’t live their faith 
every day. But with Opus Dei, you don’t 
compartmentalize. You try to live your 


virtues,” said current Opus Dei member 
Heather Cuthrell, in that same story in Time. 

Bohlin acknowledges that some people 
may be hurt by the lifestyle the people 
of Opus Dei lead, but he hopes they 
understand that the group is still very 
young. 

In The Da Vinci Code, Brown portrays 
Opus Dei as being an ultraconservative 
secret society that will do anything to protect 
the secret of the Holy Blood line, stemming 
from the child of Jesus Christ and Mary 
Magdalene, a secret so powerful that it 
would destroy the church if it were allowed 
to surface. 

Juan Manuel Mora, the director of Opus 
Dei’s communications department, has 
openly attacked the movie (without having 
actually seen it) saying, “This film offends 
all Catholics, not just Opus Dei. It says the 
church is a big lie.” 

The main thing that needs to be kept in 
mind when reading The Da Vinci Code is that 
this is a fictional novel. I know for a 
fact that not all Catholics are 

offended by it because I am 
one of the many that are 


NICK EHLERDING 


hole in the Pentagon, Twin 
Towers gone, and a lost 
lane in the middle of 


nowhere. No one wants to repeat 
this horrible nightmare of Sept. 
11, 2001 except Paul Greengrass, 
who was the writer and director of United 
93. Apparently to him, it has been plenty 
of time between the events that happened 
on 9/11 and today. But some tend to 
disagree, myself included. 

To top film critics Ebert and Roeper 
gave United 93 an A-. The critics gave 
itan A. The movie is stunning, one of a 
kind to Ebert and Roeper. These words 
could be true if the movie would have 
been 10 or more years in the future. 

For example, look at the movies Tora 
Tora Tora! (1970) and Pearl Harbor (2001), 
they reflected on the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor that happened Dec. 7, 1941. The 
first movie was based on that arrived 
29 years later. Much better compared to 
United 93, which was only five years later. 

The movie strictly reflects on the day 
of Sept. 11, 2001, and mainly on Flight 93, 
the plane that was hijacked by terrorists 
then crashed in Shanksville, Pennsyl- 
vania, leaving no survivors. The movie 
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United 93 too soon for America 


aa 


not. 

The Da Vinci 
Code is a very 
interesting 
novel, filled with 
information on 
ancient symbology 
and cryptology 
that you don’t 
need to bea 
non-Catholic to 
appreciate. 

Brown did 
an incredible 
job a writing a 
story with great 
introspective 
devices that catch 
and keep your attention through the entire 
read, quite possibly being the best novel of 
this new millennia. Just remember, Brown’s 
job is to sell his books by creating interesting 
plot lines and using creative villains, 
whether they are that way in real life or not. 

Read the book, see the movie, but most of 
all, put any reservations you may have aside 
and enjoy it. 
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The Da Vinci Code 
controversy: Author 
Dan Brown writes about 
the secret religious 
group Opus Dei. 


includes phone calls from the passengers to 
their loved ones back at home, and the differ- 
ent officials and air traffic control personnel 
that were involved in tracking the planes. 

To many people, including myself, the 
horror of that day still lurks deep inside 
them. They may not show it, but can prob- 
ably tell others, what they were doing, and 
how they felt when the world stopped turn- 
ing. 

This would especially disturb families and 
friends of the victims that died on Sept. 11. 

It could bring back the memories of the day, 
memories that they don’t want to remember. 

And what about the children that lost 
their parents on Sept. 11? No more playing 
catch in the backyard, shooting hoops with 
them, or even throwing around the ol’ pig- 
skin. No child really wants to bring back the 
memories of why they have to live the rest of 
their life without a parent. 

Yes, it is understood it is only a docu- 
mentary to honor the brave passengers on 
that plane, to make sure it never got to its 
destination of the White House in Wash- 
ington D.C. Even though it received good 
reviews from the critics, it is still too early to 
bring back these memories. The producers of 
United 93, and Paul Greengrass should wait 
until America is ready to handle the events 
that happened on that fateful day. 
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Immigrants are welcome if they come legally 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL This very freedom to protest is people come to America in an illegal 
also what some are fighting for. manner. 
mmugrauon. The new hot issue We also have the separation of The What's Bruin? staff believes 
in the media as pat for church and state. Overseas, people that if immigrants are going to come 
the Wi tat s Bruin? staff naar may be forced to cover their faces to the United States, they should 
something to be worried about right and worship a certain god. make an effort to live here legally. 
at this MOMENI, But in America we are allowed to For example, they should make an 

Iamieralo has been in the back serve and believe in one god, two effort to learn our language and get 
of Americans minds for a while. gods or practice whatever religion an education to earn a decent job. 

We hear the number of illegals I we believe in. Many immigrants also come here 
NTSB skyrocketing, with the Part of the What’s Bruin? staff also to get away from a life of crime and 
news te ports eed tigtee eee eee believes that the focus shouldn’t be poverty. 

Dae TE Age believes foreigners 9 much about foreigners coming But if they don’t learn the English 
have the right ue live here, but they here, but about the state of legal language and earn a decent job, then 
should be willing to take the steps Americans having less space, less they’re not going to escape 
that Sth Steirinae on to become a legal food, and fewer jobs. their old way of life, like some want 
citizen of the United States. Foreign immigrants are part of to. By not accomplishing the goals 

Furthermore, many UNTERTCENG our community. It’s a reality. or standards of the American society 
feel that people of other countries Immigrants help make up what immigrants will never fully fit into 
don't Seas make the effort to learn America is all about, culture and our mixed culture. 
the English language, OF Become a a melting pot of mixed ideas and To stay here there has to be 
legal citizen. ; philosophies. some adaptation and change to our 

Our staff sees no problem with But it is a concern when these accepted way of life. 


them living here. 

In fact, having different cultures 
come together and live in one 
place opens people up to new and 
different concepts. 

There are new styles of clothing, 
new and different types of music to 
listen to, and different creations of 
foods to try. 

It’s like learning a new way of life. 

America was formed by 
immigrants, that became legal 
citizens, so why can’t that still 
happen now? 

Many immigrants move to 
America to start a new life. 

Our present form of government 
and economy offers immigrants 
better and more abundant 
opportunities. 

We, as American citizens also 
receive more rights and freedoms. 

There is also The First 
Amendment and the right to express 
oneself freely, which many people 
often do. 

Recently, there have been protests 
and rallies fighting against making 
new immigration laws. 


ARIEL CASE 
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Society stay aware, judge news for yourself 


Washington Post wrote a story that rocked 

the world as we knew it and brought 
down the President of the United States, 
Richard Nixon. 

Since then, the two reporters Bob 
Woodward and Carl Bernstein and the story 
of Watergate scandal that forced Nixon to 
resign, have become legend. 

These two men are the heroes of almost 
every journalist in America and the world. 

However, this idolization is not 
necessarily a good thing, because journalism, 
like most things, is a double-edged sword. 

Ever since the knowledge of the leak 
at Watergate broke and Woodward and 
Bernstein became famous, it has been the 
secret goal of almost every journalist to 
become the next one to break the story that 
will bring down another President, forever 
cementing their names in history. 

This has arguably resulted in the 
attempted impeachment of President Clinton 
over his irrelevant sexual relations and 
the ongoing search to find anything that 
could possibly lead to the impeachment of 
President Bush. 

In essence, the floodgates were opened 
after Watergate and a 24-hour witch hunt is 
now on for anything that even smells like a 


|: 1973, two young reporters from the 


scandal coming out of recent White Houses. 

Muckraking, or journalism that seeks 
corruption, is not a new concept though. 
This country was founded by muckrakers 
such as Samuel Adams and Paul Revere 
who wrote and drew anti- 
British propaganda. 

Thomas Jefferson once 
said, “Advertisements 
contain the only truths 
to be relied on ina 
newspaper.” 

I interpret this as 
distrust on Jefferson’s part 
of anything a reporter has 
to say. Some of his closest 
colleagues were these very 
people that most likely 
caused him to form this 
opinion of journalism in 
general. 

In the late 1800s 
when America went to war with Spain, in 
the Spanish-American war, over reports 
from muckraking journalists, one of the 
most famous being William Randolf 
Hearst. He famously said, “You furnish 
the pictures and I'll furnish the war” to 
one of his photographers in Cuba, after the 
photographer told Hearst there was no war 


Common 
Sense 


NICK 
STIEBER 


going on. 

The practice of yellow or dishonest 
journalism that got America into that war 
has been cut down on in our age of the 
Internet, but it still exists. 

Propaganda also thrives with news 
commentators on the radio with Rush 
Limbaugh and on television with Bill 
O’Reilly and Chris Matthews, even today, 
because they are allowed to spout off their 
opinions on anything they want to or to 
present only one-side of an argument 
with guest commentators that agree with 
everything they say. 

No matter how impartial even the best 
report tries to be, there will always be bias 
that will show through in news coverage. 

These people all have their own agendas, 
and they would love nothing more than to 
have you thinking the same way they do. 

For this reason all people need to see 
through the news that they are presented 
with and interpret for themselves what is 
really going on in the world. 

There are good reporters out there like 
Woodward and Berstein, but you should 
always make up your own mind and be a 
progressive thinker, like Thomas Jefferson. 

Use some common sense. 


General criticism of Rumsfeld might be helpful 


been to lead the troops and not worry 
about politics. 

However, as our society continues to 
move forward more and more, military 
personnel begin to voice a greater opinion 
about how the military and our country are 
being run. 

President Bush, as the leader of this 
country, has taken a great deal of criticism 
due to the war in Iraq. 

But, defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
lately is taking the brunt of the blame for 
America’s ongoing problems. 

A defense secretary’s job is to manage to 
military campaign, and deal with the politics 
that go with the military. 

As defense secretary, it is also pertinent 
that they fire generals that are not doing 
their job, not the other way around. 

In the past few weeks, six retired generals 
and counting have called for the resignation 
of Rumsfeld. 

This “Revolt of the Generals,” as called 
in a recent Journal-Gazette, article has started 
to question civilian control over the United 
States military. 

The first complaint is that America should 


[eerie history, a general’s job has 


not have gone to war with Iraq in the first 
place. 

For example, former lieutenant general 
Greg Newbold calls operation Iraqi Freedom 
“an unnecessary war.” The second main 
complaint is then about how the war has 
been fought to this point. 

But, even with all of 
the criticism, President 
Bush is still showing 
strong support for 
Rumsfeld, through many 
interviews, and insisting 
that Rumsfeld’s job is safe. 

A March article in 
the Journal-Gazette also 
reported former President 
Gerald Ford defending 
Rumsfeld against calls for 
his resignation. 

In the ’70s, Ford 
appointed Rumsfeld as his 
White House chief of staff and then chose 
him to be defense secretary at one point. 

Rumsfeld is not a newbie, nor a 
lightweight. He has taken the little support 
he has received by many and made an 
initiative to change America’s viewpoint of 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 
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the war in Iraq. 

He also has just approved the military’s 
most ambitious plan to fight terrorism 
throughout the world and retaliate quicker 
and more decisively in case of another major 
terrorist threat. 

These long-awaited military plans, along 
with two other subordinate plans have now 
become the Pentagon’s top priority. 

Details of these plans are of course secret, 
but the main object is to significantly expand 
the role of our military. 

Unfortunately, with all of the criticism 
being tossed around in politics and 
throughout the military, it is easy to see who 
is becoming the real victim: the soldiers. 

For all of the troops that have been 
serving for the past few years defending 
democracy and our right of freedom, people 
tend to forget their sacrifices. 

But no matter who resigns or takes 
the blame for this war, it is important to 
understand that like it or not we are fighting 
a war. And it won't be over until the last 
brave troop is brought back home safely. 

Rumsfeld knows this. 
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What's 
your 
favorite 
school 


memory of 


this year? 


“Putting on the bear 
mascot suit and dancing 
around at a game.” 


-senior Katlin Organ 


“When | hit a bomb 
(baseball hit) 
against Snider last 


season.” 
-junior Zach Meyer 


“Having history 
class with all of 
my friends.” 


-sophomore Kylie Smith 


“I shook my friend’s 
hand, but he didn’t 

know | was holding 

a tack.” 


-freshman Jose Herrera 
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New ISTAR test 
questionable 
for selected 
students 


ACA’SHA TERNET 


oming to a new country and speaking a 
( new language is hard enough, but throw in 
a state test with that and you have mission 
impossible. 

Congratulations selected Indiana students. There 
is a new test waiting for you, ISTAR. 

This test is given to Indiana students who are 
severely disabled or speak very little English. It is 
taken in place in the ISTEP-Plus test. 

For the first time since the test has been given in 
2003, the scores will be judged and counted towards 
schools. 

This is an example of one more test that is 
being used against us. A test that is trying to prove 
something still unknown. 

Indiana already has two tests, the GQE and ISTEP, 
which are counted towards schools. If a school fails, 
less state funds are given to it. With less money, 
schools are unable to provide adequate materials for 
their failing students. 

Since the No Child Left Behind Act, Indiana, 
along with other states, have been trying to come up 
with new ways to make sure their students pass the 
state standards. Because of this law, teachers are once 
again being put in the spotlight. 

It’s bad enough that teachers are held accountable 
for their able minded students not passing but now 
they have to make sure that every student, whether 
they understand or not, passes. 

Whoever came up this law and requirement must 
not have any teaching experience at all or sat ina 
classroom full of students for one day. If they did, 
then they would realize that what they are making 
the teachers do is not always easy. 

They need to start realizing that it’s hard to 
get some students to pass, harder than they think. 
Teachers should not be held accountable for 
decisions and actions that their students make. 

Being a special education teacher or an ESL 
(English as a second language) teacher is a much 
harder job than being a normal teacher. 

Special education teachers have to care for their 
students. This test makes their job even harder now. 
They now have to make sure that their students will 
be able to pass the test. 

An ESL teacher, on the other hand, has to make 
sure their students can read, write, and speak 
English in their new country before they can be 
placed in a normal classroom. This could possibly 
take away time from teaching them English. 

Teachers are once again going beyond what they 
need to. All because of a new law. 


Is daylight saving in Indiana worth it? 


SARAH LEAVELL 


figure out why we were never part of it in the first place. 

The time change took a big effect on the people living 
in Indiana. The hardest part about adjusting to the time change 
seems to be sleeping patterns. Students around school have been 
complaining about their usual bedtime being 10 p.m., but since 
daylight saving began, they can’t fall asleep until 11 p.m. causing 
them to get less sleep. I agree with this complaint but daylight 
savings is also very helpful. 

According to a recent poll by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Americans like daylight saving because there is 
more light in the evening and it allows them to do more. 

First off, recreational sports benefit from it. Soccer practices, 
baseball games, etc. can last longer into the night. 

Those golfers out there can play longer now too. The normal 
workday ends at 5 p.m. and then those workers can go home, 
eat, and then head to the golf course. People who also like to go 
swimming, have longer to hangout at 
the pool. 

Golf courses also benefit from so 
many people being able to golf later. 
They are able to make a lot more 
money. 

Another thing that daylight saving 
does is save energy. Around 8 p.m., 
it is still light outside and lights 
in houses don’t have to be turned 
on. There’s enough light coming in 
through the windows for people to 
see perfectly. 

Studies done by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
reported that daylight saving helps 
consume a small but significant 
amount of the nations energy. 

This may be Indiana’s first year 
having daylight savings, but 47 other 
states have been observing daylight 
saving time, so why should we 
complain? If it’s worked for them, 
then it will work for Indiana. 

Someday Arizona and Hawaii 
will also jump on the daylight saving 
train but until then most of the United 
States will be conserving energy. 

Allin all, daylight saving does 
lots of good for Indiana. There is now 
more time in the day and everyone 
should take advantage of it. 

Don’t forget to change your clocks 
back on the last Sunday in October. 
Daylight saving is going to take some 
time to adjust to. 


D aylight-saving time is good for the people of Indiana. I can’t 
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saving time. The change was finally made in order to put the 

Hoosier state on the same time as the rest of the country. 

While regions of the state have used this system for some time, 
this is the first time the entire state is on the system. 

Arguments in favor of this change are numerous, but despite 
them all the system is largely useless in this day and age. 

The most common argument advocating this system is that there 
will be more daylight during the time people are out of their beds 
doing their work. 

Company’s productivity may decrease as employees attempt 
to adjust to the change in time. This change in amount of sunlight 
could reduce the costs average Americans spend on lighting in their 
homes as they spend more time awake with the sun out. 

The problem with this comes in the summer, when people begin 
to turn on their air conditioning systems. The extra hour of daylight 
will cause people to experience more heat through the day, which 
will prompt them to turn on their air 
conditioners. 

Another argument is that the 
hour of sunlight lost will cause a 
drop in crime and vandalism. 

While it may be true that violent 
crimes happen more often during 
night-time hours than daylight there 
is the same amount of nighttime 
as there was before the system was 
implemented. 

It may stop some muggings, 
but for the most part, criminals 
will just become more creative in 
perpetrating their crimes. 

Vandalism isn’t likely to see a 
very large decrease either. If vandals 
want to cause havoc, they aren’t 
going to stop because of a curfew or 
less night-time, to them it’s just one 
more law they’ll be breaking. 

We must also take into 
consideration the possible costs that 
may arise from the change. Twice 
every year citizens will need to be 
reminded of the change it time. 

The change in time may also 
cause more harm than good in the 
roads, as drivers are less aware of 
early morning road conditions, 
due to their drowsy state. This 
could increase the amount of traffic 
accidents that result in fatalities. 
While the changes that come with 
daylight savings seem to have their 
benefits, for the most part they are 
all negated by the downfalls, making 
this change far from worthwhile. 


[= is now set to begin the bi-annual process of daylight- 
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2 HOUR SESSION OF BOWLING 
SHOE RENTAL 
SOFT DRINK 
2 GAME TOKENS 


$4.95 


MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9:00AM TO 5:00 PM 


Village Bowl Georgetown Bowl 
CNTY Pend 1710 Bluffton Rd. 6770 E. State Blvd. 
747-0611 749-9610 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH 
AND KEEP IT 
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WE also are currently accepting advertisers 
NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL who wish to publish ads -- NOW IN COLOR 
APRIL 2006 or black/white -- 20-30% DISCOUNTS are 
also available for multiple ads 


WHAT’S BRUIN? is the official student RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 

newsmagazine of Northrop High School weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- or 
by visiting Room D111 during the school day 

WE publish monthly September-May 

-- usually mid to last half of the month WHAT’S BRUIN? is a member of Indiana High 
School Press Association (IHSPA), 

UPON publication, What's Bruin? will be National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 

set in marked blue tubs in the commons and Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 


TANNING CENTERS 


Mon-Thurs 8-9 Friday 8-8 Saturday 8-5 Sunday 10-5 
1533 W. Dupont Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN (Northbrook Village-corner of Dupont & Lima Roads) 


Australian 
Gold. 


Fee 


4700 WINUTE 
Guy $19 


Ee 


490-7775 


¢ No Appointment Necessary 
¢ Our Tanning Minutes Never Expire 
¢ No Membership Or Contract Necessary 
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HIGH QUALITY HOT TANNING BULBS IN ALL BEDS! 
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